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ROMANIAN FUND 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

11/30/90 to 05/10/91 

Beginning balance 11/30/90 147.64 

Contributions & Interest 11,706.90 

Expenses 6,394.38 

Ending balance 05/10/91 5,460.16 

Expenses pertain to the purchase, transport and setup of 
computer equipment and software. Funds earmarked 
for humanitarian aid were given to the Bible Students 
Association in Romania for distribution as they see fit. 

TAPES... 
TAPES... 

TAPES... 

Don't forget: If you would 
like copies of the meetings 
that were taped in August or 
March you can obtain them 
from Br. Jim Moss: 

Jim Moss 
13005 W. 15th Street 
Golden, CO 80401 

A goodly number of ses-
sions were recorded, in-
cluding many question 
meetings and several 
interviews. The record-
ing quality is very good. 

This publication was printed 
exclusively with private funds. 

Questions? 
Comments? 

Suggestions? 

The privilege of sharing 
thoughts and ideas regard-
ing the Romanian work is 
always welcome. Please call 
or write: 

P. O. Box 252 
Sidney, Ohio 45365-0252 

513/492-2405. 

Miami Valley Bible Students 
P. 0. Box 33 

Centerville, Ohio 45459-0033 

OR 

P. 0. Box 71 
Piqua, Ohio 45356-0071 

The recent trip to Romania by Br. Allen Springer was under the 
sponsorship of the Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia. Funding for 
this project was provided by the Divine Plan Foundation and numer-
ous individual contributions from brethren. A financial report, submit-
ted by the elders of the ecclesia, is given below. 
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Sr. Viorica Rosca with the computer. 

After some brief discussion 
with Sr. Viorica and Sr. Bet!, Bro. 
Jerry and I began to set up the 
computer. There were very few 
problems with the computer it-
self, but we had serious problems 
with the battery backup unit. This 
component is very necessary in a 
country like Romania as they have 
frequent interruptions and fluc-
tuations of electrical power. After 

trying several ap-
proaches to solving 
the problem, we dis-
assembled the unit 
and found the main 
cable to the batteries 
was disconnected. 
Another connection 
was loose, but re-
quired a special tool 
to tighten it. We were 
able to "make-do" 
with the tools avail-
able and finally the 
system was ready to 
operate. 

Initial training 
consisted of an intro-
duction to the hard-
ware, getting started 

(See Computer page 4) 

Journey's 
Beginning 
02/22/91 (Friday) 

The Lukes transported me to 
the airport (JFK) where I met Br. 
Jerry Leslie and we started our 
journey. 

02/23/91 (Saturday) 

Arriving in Vienna we were 
greeted by Sr. Lisa Groves who 
had arrived some days before us. 
We stayed with brethren in the 
area overnight and left early the 
next day for Cluj. 

02/24/91 (Sunday) 

Our drive took us from Vi-
enna, through Budapest (Hun-
gary), and then to Cluj (Romania). 
The border crossing between Aus-
tria and Hungary was just a quick 
wave-through. Going from Hun-
gary to Romania was a bit more 
difficult. The Hungarian border 
guard was quite intoxicated and 
insisted that we empty all the 
boxes in our car for his inspec-
tion. In retrospect, we think he 
just wanted to see what a com-
puter looked like. The Romanian 
border guards were more civil, 
but still gave us somewhat of a 
runaround. 

From the border to Cluj is 
about a three hour journey. We 
arrived at the home of Sr. Beti 
(Elisabeta Precup) at around 
8:00pm and had pleasant fellow-
ship and dinnerwith a small group 
of brethren. Afterwards we took 
the computer to its final resting 
place: the home of Sr. Viorica 
Rosca who just happens to be a 
computer programmer (not a com-
mon occupation in Romania). Sr. 
Lisa stayed at Sr. Beti's while Bro. 
Jerry and I had wonderful fellow-
ship at the home of Br. and Sr. 
Intea where we stayed overnight. 

Greetings in the Lord! 
Dear brethren: 

Greetings in the precious and worthy name of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

This mailing includes a personal account of the recent trip to 
Romania (02/23 /91 - 03/19/91). Thanks to all those who have given 
their support in the past. Please continue to remember this ongoing 
project in your prayers. 

Anyone wishing copies of the various meetings we taped (either 
the August, 1990 trip, or this most recent trip) are encouraged to 
obtain them from the address on the inside front cover. 

Extra copies of this report may be obtained from the Miami Valley 
Bible Students Ecclesia or directly from Br. Springer at the addresses 
indicated on the inside front cover.. 

The following pages contain a day-by-day account of our visit and 
numerous photographs. 

Computer Work in Romania 
02/25/91 (Monday) 

Our morning started with a 
song and prayer service at the 
Intea home. It was common prac-
tice for these brethren to start 
their day this way, even if only for 
the two of them. Afterwards we 
had breakfast and fellowship be-
fore leaving for Sr. Viorica's for 
the day. 
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A group of brethren at the meeting 
in Sr. Viorica's apartment. 
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Computer from page 3 

with "DOS" and "WINDOWS", 
using the tape backup, and shut-
ting down the system. Working 
through Sr. Beti as translator we 
made slow but steady progress. 

No sooner had we finished. 
when brethren began arriving for 
fellowship, etc. Before long, a 
group of about two dozen had 
assembled. 

 

Typical Romanian Apartment Building 

  

First Meeting with Brethren in Cluj 
Our first full day in Romania 

was topped off by an informal 
meeting at around 7:00 p.m. at 
the apartment of Sr. Viorica. 

The first matter of discussion 
was the new meeting hall made 
possible by contributions from 
the United States. It is a home 
they were able to purchase and 
are now remodeling. In the past, 
meetings have been held in pri-
vate homes, but none ofthe homes 
is large enough for the over 100 
brethren in Cluj. Renting a hall is 
possible, but not on a regular 
basis. Now they will be able to 
meet together as one group. The 
brethren asked that their heart- 

felt thanks be expressed to all 
those who provided financial as-
sistance. 

Considerable time was spent 
in a "business meeting" deciding 
our itinerary for the next week. A 
sister in the Calinesti area had 
died and her funeral was to be 
held on Wednesday. After an 
extended discussion it was de-
cided we would go to the funeral, 
then visit with brethren in the 
north for several days before get-
ting down to the business of train-
ing on the computer. 

There was a brief discussion 
on the Romanian translation of 
the Tabernacle book that had been  

reprinted recently by some breth-
ren. Unfortunately it is a very 
poor translation, to the point of 
being unusable. Appreciation for 
the brethren's good intentions was 
expressed, but a request was made 
that approval be obtained from 
the Romanian brethren before any 
printing is done for them in the 
future. No doubt there is an im-
portant lesson for all of us in this 
incident. We American brethren 
are very willing to help, but there 
is a need to coordinate with the 
Romanians and with one another 
before doing something. 

Another discussion revolved 
around possible uses for the new 
computer. In addition to some 
immediate benefits, such as print-
ing of tracts, newsletters, etc., the 
Romanian brethren expressed 
their wish to retranslate all six 
volumes of Studies in the Scrip-
tures into Romanian and have 
them reprinted. This is a very 
ambitious undertaking and could 
take a number of years to com-
plete, but the new computer will 
allow them to do the majority of 
this work themselves. The trans-
lation can be entered directly into 
the computer and prepared for 
final printing, which can be done 
elsewhere. 

There was a little time after 
the meeting for fellowship before 
we all went to our places of rest for 
the night. 



• •••••:/ 	• , 
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Some of the brethren gathered at Baia Mare 

The Hosu Family 

After several delays in the 
morning, we went to Sr. Viorica's 
for training on the computer. Each 
day we went to the home of differ-
ent brethren for our main meal, 
which was usually around 1:00 
p.m. It was after eating that we 
started our first leg of the trip 

Meeting at Baia Mare 
02/26/91 (Tuesday) 

north by way of Baia Mare. 
We arrived at the home of 

Brother Joan Hosu in time for 
dinner. More than 40 brethren 
had assembled for the evening 
meeting and discussion. There 
are about 65-70 brethren in Baia 
Mare. After dinner with our little  

group of travellers, we joined the 
main group and began the ques-
tion meeting. This type of meet-
ing had proven to be a great bless-
ing on the first trip, so it was 
decided to continue that format. 
The entire meeting is recorded on 
tape and is available from the 
address mentioned previously. 
The brethren are very well stud-
ied and know the Volumes well, in 
spite of the fact that very few of 
them have their own complete 
set. They have passed volumes 
from one to the other. Sometimes 
handwritten or typewritten cop-
ies were made. Much has been 
committed to memory. The na-
ture of their questions shows great 
depth of understanding of Pres-
ent Truth in matters of doctrine 
and prophecy. Some of the topics 
covered were: Armageddon, the 
Harvest, the Parallels, the Great 
Company (knowing when the 
Church is gone). and the Jubilee. 

At the close of the meeting 
many messages of love to the 
brethren in America were given 
including the following: Psa. 20, 
Psa. 84, Psa. 22, 2 Cor. 13:11-14, 
Philemon 7 

Funeral in Calinesti 
02/27/91 (Wednesday) 

We left the Hosus' late in the 
morning and drove over beautiful 
snow-capped mountains to the 
little village of Calinesti. There 
are about 400 - 500 people who 
live in this village. The largest 
ecclesia we know of in Romania is 
here in Calinesti, with about 115 
brethren. Counting children and 
unconsecrated family members, 
the brethren here represent a siz-
able percentage of the total popu- 

(See Funeral page 6) 
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Question Meeting after the Funeral 

The Nanastean family 

Funeral from page 5 

lation. This is not the case in 
general, though there were other 
villages we visited where the 
brethren represented a large pro-
portion of the population also. 

There is much deep family 
culture in the villages and when 
there is a funeral the whole village 
turns out—so this is an extremely 
good opportunity for a public wit-
ness which the brethren use well. 
Village funerals are unique. They 
are held outdoors—even in cold 
weather—and the body is dis-
played throughout the service 
with the family standing around 
it. The service frequently lasts 2-
3 hours or more. 

Due to incorrect information, 
we arrived over an hour late. This 
was perhaps an overruling, as the 
temperature was near freezing, 
and as it was, we were still outside 
in the cold (hatless) for over an 
hour and a half. This exposure to 
the elements resulted in serious 
health problems later. 

The brother speaking was just 
finishing his discourse, so our 
little group was ushered to the 
"podium" which had been con-
structed for the service and were 
seated. Br. Hosu, who traveled 
with us, gave a discourse of about 
45 minutes in length while Sr. 
Beti translated for the Americans. 
Brother Jerry and I each were 
asked to give some brief remarks 
of sympathy and a Kingdom hope 
message at the close. 

After the service we were 
served lunch in the house while a 
large group of villagers ate out-
side (even in the cold). The meal 
consisted of ever-present chicken 
soup, bread, chicken and pota-
toes, and various pastries for des-
sert. The house was not much 
warmer than the outside, but the 
brethren were very warm and lov-
ing. The brethren are highly spiri-
tual and are well-grounded in the 
Truth. They must rely much more 

on their memories than we, and 
have committed much to memory. 
It is very much as I had envi-
sioned the early Church. 

After lunch the funeral cor-
tege proceeded solemnly through 
the village with the casket on a 
horse drawn cart and the villag-
ers following in procession. 

We went to the home of nearby 
brethren and waited for the oth-
ers to return before starting an-
other question meeting. After the 
meeting we traveled to Sighet and 

the home of the Nanastean fam-
ily. We had a very nice evening of 
fellowship. We had been out of 
contact with the outside world 
since we left Germany. The 
Nanasteans had a short-wave ra-
dio, so we were able to catch up on 
the news. When we left Germany 
the Gulf war had just entered the 
ground phase, how surprised we 
were to find out that it was al-
ready over. 

6 Romanian Report / March 1991 



After a good night's rest, we 
awakened to see more snow on 
the mountains—a very beautiful 
sight. The town of Sighet is on the 
Russian border, separated by a 
wide, but shallow, river. After a 
late breakfast we walked to the 
meeting place where about 45 or 
more brethren were gathered—
crowding into adjoining rooms. 
We started with a "prayer meet-
ing" in their regular style. Several 
brethren were called on for 
prayers, then a half-hour dis-
course on a subject related to 
prayer followed, and several more 
prayers were offered in closing. It 
was very impressive. Then, after 
a short break, there was a ques-
tion meeting. This meeting, and 
the one held later in the afternoon 
are also available on cassette. 
Each place we traveled we gained 
similar impressions of the breth-
ren: Well-studied and knowledge-
able in Present Truth. Some of 
the topics discussed here in-
cluded: the Ancient Worthies (will 
they receive a heavenly reward?), 
the Church's share in the Sin- 

in Sighet included: Manna texts 
from June 13 & 18, September 18 
& 30, 1 Tim. 1:5, Phil. 4:1 and 2 
Cor. 5:14. 

Greetings from the brethren 
in nearby Satu Mare were: Manna 
texts from June 19, September 7, 
and Acts 15:14. 

Our evening was filled with 
more fellowship at the home of 
the Nanasteans. The house was 
somewhat typical, having a small 
kitchen in the back, a dining and 
living area. and three other rooms. 
all of which serve multiple pur-
poses. Unlike the villages, where 
there is no indoor plumbing, this 
house had a bathroom. We expe-
rienced a total shutoff of the water 
supply on a number of occasions 
while in Romania, and this night 
was one such incident. Precau-
tionary measures had been taken 
by filling the bathtub with water. 
A large bucket was used to trans-
fer water from the tub to the sink, 
etc. This house is home for four 
generations: grandmother. father 
and mother, their daughter and 
her husband, and their small 
child. 

Two Question Meetings at Sighet 
02/28/91 (Thursday) 

offering, the New Covenant, and 
the approaching Memorial. 

We walked back to the house 
for lunch, then to the Post Office 
to send a telegram. On the way we 
noticed an old building with bars 
in the windows, and a banner 
hanging on the outside. We asked 
Sr. Beti what it was. It turned out 
to be an abandoned prison. The 
banner was in memory of the po-
litical prisoners who had been 
held there before the revolution. 
The place was open to the public, 
so we went in. It was very run 
down, and in some ways reminded 
me of Auschwitz. The cells were 
small with little or no ventilation, 
lighting, etc., and were very dirty. 
Evidently some brethren had been 
held here in the past. 

The afternoon meeting was 
slightly smaller than the one in 
the morning. We continued our 
discussion. Additional topics cov-
ered included: the parallels, the 
resurrection of the sleeping saints, 
Rev. 12, persecution (past, pres-
ent and future), and Rev. 17. 

Greetings from the brethren 

   

 

Visiting Isolated 
Brethren 

03/01/91 (Friday) 

 

We "slept in" this morning, 
had a late breakfast, and then 
headed back to Cluj. On the way 
we stopped to visit several iso-
lated brethren. One Brother we 
stopped to see was very wealthy, 
by Romanian standards. He has 
used his wealth generously in the 
interests of the Truth. Another 
couple we visited were weavers. 
One room of the house was filled 
with several looms and beautiful 

(See Isolated page 8) 

Brethren gathered at Sighet 
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Prison near Cluj 

Brethren showing us their loom 

Isolated from page 7 

cloth that they had made. Our discussions 
with the various brethren were always very 
uplifting. Though they have very little in the 

way of temporal things, the brethren were always very 
generous to us. We were always impressed with their deep 
respect for the writings of Br. Russell. 

We passed by the prison near Cluj where a number of 
brethren had been held in the past. Once again we stopped 
to take a few pictures and reflect on the many years of 
suffering that our brethren experienced behind those 

Young people's meeting in Cluj 

On Friday evening. March 1, 
we gathered at the home of the 
Cap's for a young people's meet-
ing. There were 17 young people, 
all from the Cluj area, and several 
adults. The Cap's have two boys, 
twins, who are very musically in-
clined. They played some familiar 
hymns ,on their harmonicas, and 
then on a small chord organ, while 
the rest sang along. Then we had 
a question meeting. There was 
much discussion about circum-
stances in Romania, before and 
after the revolution. Questions 
were asked on circumstances in 
America, and especially about the 

(See Youth page 9) 
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Meeting at Paniceni 
03/02/91 (Saturday) 

Youth from page 8 

young people in the Truth. They 
were very open with us and 
seemed to enjoy the meeting a 
great deal. There was a brief 
intermission. During this time 
they huddled around us and we 
had some less formal discussions. 
Their lives are quite different from 
young people in America. They 
have virtually no free time during 
the week. Some of them are in 
school until 7:00 in the evening. 
On weekends there is homework 
to do. They only have time to be 
with one another on weekends. If 
anything this lack of idleness has 
been a benefit to them. After we 
closed the meeting, the Cap's fed 
us like royalty. Afterwards Brother 
Jerry had the privilege of staying 
there and I went back to the Inteas' 
for the night. 

Parts of the morning and af-
ternoon were spent on the com-
puter, though we had many inter-
ruptions. I was very sick by this 
time and progress was slow. 

The evening found us in the 
nearby village of Paniceni. Though 
the village is very small, there are 
over 30 brethren here. The class 
was even larger in the past. As in 
many places in Romania, the 
brethren here are studying the 
6th Volume in preparation for 
class elections. Before the revo-
lution they were not permitted to 
have elders or anything resem-
bling an organization. In the class 
here they have three copies of 
Volume 3 and one copy of Volume 
2. Our discussion included the 
following topics: Ezek. 38, Jacob's 
Trouble, signs that will show the 
Church is complete, the Sons of 
the Prophets, Socialism followed 
by anarchy, what plane on the 
chart Jesus was on when resur-
rected, and other subjects. Fre-
quent references were made to 
the Volumes from memory. 

An old brother was present at 

the meeting who was obviously in 
very poor health. Towards the 
close, when greetings were being 
given, he apologized for his condi-
tion and gave a very touching 
personal testimony. His doctor 
had told him not to walk any great 
distance. He shared with us how 
he had thought about not coming 
to the meeting: "I thought that 
maybe I shouldn't go, I might fall, 
but then I thought about these 
brethren who came thousands of 
kilometers to come and serve us, 
and I have only one kilometer to 
walk, I will go." We came by plane 
and car, but this brother walked 
over two-thirds of a mile, and 
then walked home, just to be with 
us. (Very few of the brethren in 
the villages have cars, and even in 
the cities they are very scarce. In 
the city of Cluj there are only five 
vehicles for over one hundred 
adult brethren.) 

The brethren in Paniceni sent 
the following greetings: Manna 
for September 7, Phil. 4:8 and 
Neh. 18:18-20. 
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Meeting at Cultural Arts Center in Cluj 

After a great deal of confusion 
on Sunday morning, we found 
ourselves back in the big meeting 
hall we used in August. A group 
of brethren had arrived from Po-
land during the night, including 
Br. Stefan Grudgien. There were 
to be three talks: Br. Jerry, Br. 
Stefan and myself. More than 
350 brethren had assembled (on 
rather short notice). I was re-
minded of the big meeting we had 
in August when nearly 1,000 
brethren had come to this same 
hail. 

A great deal has happened in 
that short time. They have an 
organ now, donated by some of 
the European brethren, but there 
is a bit of controversy as to whether 
it is proper to use musical instru-
ments at gatherings. For now, 
they are using the organ. The  

03/03/91 (Sunday) 

young people have benefited from 
the changes. They now have a 
special meeting for the young 
people on Sundays, but today they 
have come to listen to the dis-
courses, and to sing for us. 

They asked the visiting breth-
ren to stand and face the audi-
ence. A great surprise was the 
applause that followed, something 
even less common in Romania 
than it is in the States. The speak-
ers were all seated on the stage 
during the entire service, await-
ing their turn to speak. Bro. Jerry 
gave a talk on the seven churches 
of Revelation. My talk was on 
"Discerning the Lord's Will". Br. 
Grudgien entitled his talk: "Can 
any good thing come out of Naza-
reth?" He spoke in English, so 
that Sr. Beti could translate. It is 
a curious and interesting situ- 

ation because Sr. Lisa must trans-
late his English back to Polish for 
the Polish brethren present. Sr. 
Lisa has been a valuable asset 
thus far. When she gets settled in 
here she will be forming classes 
among the Romanian brethren 
for learning English. Almost all 
the brethren would like to learn 
English so as to take advantage of 
Br. Russell's writings to the full-
est extent possible. 

At the close of the meeting the 
following greetings were extended 
to the brethren in America: 2 Cor. 
9:8-15 and Heb. 6:10,13 

We had a meal and fellowship 
with the Polish brethren and then 
I went "home" to try and rest. 
while Br. Jerry went with the Poles 
to another village meeting. 

Visiting Elderly Brethren in Cluj 
After "work" on Tuesday (March 5) we went to the 

home of Sister Ana Pop. She is elderly and in poor 
health, but her mind is very sharp. Our time 
together was very inspiring. Most of our conversa-
tion together was taped and is available as part of the 
set. We had a great deal of disussion on the history 
of the Bible Student movement in Romania. Sr. Pop 
gave us some personal history as well. She showed 
us her books also. They are very old, some of them 
typewritten copies of reprint articles. When asked 
how she managed to keep her books when so many 
others had their books confiscated she replied em-
phatically: "You have to know how to keep them!" 
Asked who the Seventh Messenger was, she pointed 
without hesitation to the painting behind her on the 
wall. 

Wednesday evening (March 6) was spent with a 
sister suffering from diabetes. Though she was not 
completely in control of her mind, we had some 
precious fellowship with her and her family. 

Sr. Ana Pop...Note painting of Br. Russell and 
Cross & Crown pillow 
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Many Activities, Much Progress 

03/04/91 (Monday) 

This was the first full day of 
work on the computer. We made 
a great deal of progress. Lunch 
was at the home of the Crisan's, 
just a three minute walk from Sr. 
Viorica's apartment. The breth-
ren were concerned for my health 
and we discussed the possibility 
of my staying at the Crisan's after 
Br. Jerry went back to America. 
We worked some more after lunch 
and by the end of the day were all 
very tired. Working through a 
translator for something so tech-
nical was difficult for all parties 
involved. 

03/05/91 (Tuesday) 

We worked all day on the com-
puter again. The pace was a little 
slower, as it became obvious we 
had covered too much ground the 
day before, but our progress was 
still very good. Lunch was at the 
Neagomir's. Afterwards we paid a 
brief visit to the "house". The 
brethren were working frantically 
to get the meeting room finished 
sometime during our stay, but 
the amount of work remaining 
was enormous.  

03/06/91 (Wednesday) 

Br. Jerry greeted me in the 
morning with a birthday card. I 
had honestly forgotten. Br. Intea, 
Br. Nicoara, and others had been 
busy dividing up and distributing 
the tons of food, etc. brought by 
the Poles, so we saw little of them. 
This morning we had a nice break-
fast and fellowship time with Sr. 
Intea and Br. Nicoara. 

"Work" today was the most 
productive so far. Many concepts 
started to fall into place. Later 
that morning we received a call 
from Br. Samuel Stalder (Ger-
many) giving details about the 
copy machines being sent. We 
used this brother frequently as a 
means of conveying messages to 
America. He was able to call us, 
but it is almost impossible for 
anyone to call Romania from 
America or vice versa. 

03/07/91 (Thursday) 

We worked again on the com-
puter. Lunch was at the Husau 
home. After work we went to the 
Thursday meeting at the Cap 
home. This discussion is avail- 

able on tape. Br. Jerry was to 
leave that night after the meeting 
and drive to Vienna, so a sort of 
"farewell" was given to him. I had 
the privilege of staying overnight 
at the Cap's and enjoyed the fel-
lowship of Br. and Sr. Cap and the 
friendship of the twins. Sr. Florica 
has a serious heart condition and 
may need additional surgery in 
France. 

The brethren here are so in-
tent on learning English. Sr. Cap 
asked me to record some of the 
Manna so she could follow along 
in the book after I left. Each time 
I went to their home a part of the 
time was spent in recording ex-
cerpts from various books. 

03/08/91 (Friday) 

As planned, I moved to the 
Crisan residence just "next door" 
to Sr. Viorica. The day was late 
getting started due to a number of 
problems and we didn't begin the 
computer training until nearly 
11:00. Sr. Viorica was under a lot 
of strain, but we were able to 
accomplish a few things. We 

(See Activities page 12) 

Mid-week meeting at the Cap home 
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The Crisan family 

The Cap family 

Activities from page 11 

worked late and I was escorted 
home by the Crisan's young-
est son Mercea. Both sons of 
the Crisan's are studying En-
glish in school, so we were 
able to have some conversa-
tion together before going to 
bed. 

03/09/91 (Saturday) 

The change in location 
(along with some penicillin) 
helped my condition tremen-
dously. I slept in before going 
to work for several hours on 
the computer. We had lunch 
with brethren again and then 
started our trip to meet Sr. 
Lisa at the border. She was 
returning from Vienna where 
she had dropped Br. Jerry off 
at the airport. We arrived at 
the border a little after 6:00 
p.m. and found Lisa with no 
trouble. Then we went to the 
home ofbrethren near Oradea 
for the night. We had good 
fellowship and discussed 
many things, including the 
possibility of brethren in Hun-
gary and other surrounding 
countries and ways of finding 
them. 

03/11/91 (Monday) 

We worked all day on the 
computer again. I left Sr. 
Viorica with a "homework" 
assignment in the early after-
noon and went shopping for 
several hours. I was able to 
obtain some of the local cur-
rency and had hoped to pur-
chase some gifts to bring back 
to the States. In store after 
store it was the same: basic 
necessities, poor quality 
goods, empty shelves. I was 
unable to find a single "souve-
nir" in several dozen shops. It 
was a good experience none-
theless, seeing how ordinary 
life was in Cluj. The stores  

only sell certain items on certain 
days. Word gets around and long 
lines form whenever a particular 
store is going to sell bread or meat 
or other items in short supply. I 
saw many such lines during my 
stay. Arriving back at the apart-
ment, Sr. Viorica had performed 
quite well with her assignment on 
desktop publishing and we con-
tinued to cover new material. 

03/12/91 (Tuesday) 

Another day on the computer. 

We made sufficient progress that 
additional areas of use for the 
computer could be investigated. 
For example: a special project for 
tracking Reprint articles already 
translated into Romanian was 
started and we introduced Sr. 
Viorica to the "Paint" program for 
creating simple graphics. Around 
7:00 p.m. two ex-Jehovah's Wit-
nesses came over to ask us ques-
tions about the JW's in America. 
They had heard about the Bible 

(See Activities page 13) 
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Sister displaying her handiwork 

sister. She wanted to give them to us, but we finally 
convinced her to sell us several. Afterwards we went 
shopping and I found a few small gifts suitable to take 
back home. We made it to Sr. Viorica's by 10:00 a.m. 
and worked for a few hours before going to lunch with 
brethren. We tried to keep our lunch break short this 
time and were able to work a few more hours before 
leaving for the week-night meeting. 

When we arrived at the home of Sr. Paraschiva 
about twenty-five brethren had gathered. This was 
to be a "normal" meeting. Br. Neagomir opened with 
his remarks and then conducted a study on the 

(See Activities page 15) 

Brethren at Home of Sr. Paraschiva 

Activities from page 12 

Students from Br. Intea (their neighbor) and 
knew that some Americans were visiting. Sr. Beti 
and I tried to get them interested in the Bible 
Students, but to no avail. Their only interest was 
to get in contact with ex-JW's in the States. 
Finally we made a good will gesture to supply 
them with some names and addresses. Our hope 
is that some contact may continue between them 
and the brethren in Romania or America. This 
discussion lasted less than an hour. Afterwards 
we worked a little more on the computer before 
retiring for the night. 

03/13/91 (Wednesday) 

Work on the computer included a practical 
review of Sr. Viorica's procedures manual. She 
performed various tasks, used various concepts, 
and tried to create different items using the 
manual. I observed and verified that the proce-
dures were correct. This was the only way to 
check the accuracy of her notes which were 
written in Romanian and consisted of much 
technical jargon. To translate this manual back 
into English would be almost impossible. We also 
had time to implement the Database project 
begun the day before. Lunch was at the Crisan's 
again. The afternoon was very productive. There 
are very few computers in Romania, and most of 
the brethren have never seen one, so we had 
many visitors during our stay, both young and 
old, who wanted to see this electronic marvel. We 
had several young visitors this evening and were 
able to show them some of the projects we were 
working on and hoped to do. It will be these 
young ones who will most likely carry on the 
computer work in the future. At 
least one of them showed an in-
terest and ability in computer pro-
gramming. 

03/14/91 (Thursday) 

We arose early this morning. 
Sr. Beti and Sr. Lisa met me at 
8:00 a.m. so we could go to visit a 
sister in Cluj who makes decora-
tive tablecloths. When we were 
here in August we bought several 
from another sister in Paniceni. 
The work is quite beautiful. When 
we travelled the road from Oradea 
to Cluj we saw dozens of vendors 
selling these works of art. This is 
the only source of income for this 
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Brethren from Oradea (near Surduc) 

Sister with Edgar Brother's chart she had sewn 

Public Meeting at Surduc 
03/10/91 (Sunday) 

Our destination this morning 
was the village of Surduc. It is 
about a 45 minute drive from 
Oradea into the countryside. The 
roads became progressively worse 
as we went. The village is 
located on a rather steep hill, 
and we had to park the car in 
the courtyard of a villager be-
fore proceeding on foot up the 
muddy slope. Fortunately 
there was a sidewalk, so we 
only had to traverse the mud 
once (to get to the other side of 
the road). 

The meeting was sched-
uled to begin at 10:00 a.m. at 
a more distant location, but 
the local brethren decided to 
hold the meeting where we 
arrived so that we would not 
have to walk another two kilo-
meters. However, this meant 
that the local brethren would 
have to walk to meet us. We 
were unaware of this at the 
time, and simply thought the 
meeting was late getting 
started. We enjoyed our fel-
lowship together until the rest 
of the brethren arrived. 

One of the sisters showed 
us a chart she had made. It 
was about four foot by six foot 
and contained the entire Edgar 
brother's chart in fine needle-
work. 

Finally the meeting began 
at around noon. Since there 
were some of the public at the 
meeting, it was decided that 
Br. Neagomir and I would each 
give a public talk. There were 
about twenty brethren and a 
few neighbors who attended. 
Some of them had walked quite 
a distance to get here. 

After the meeting we were 
served the standard meal and 
then had some additional time 
for fellowship before starting  

back to Cluj. The daughter-in-
law gave us all some beautiful 
hand made linen cloths (decora-
tive) before we left. It was a long 
drive back to Oradea. then to Cluj. 

We made it to Sr. Beti's after 9:00 
p.m. for a late dinner and then to 
our respective places of rest. 
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Young People Sing at Meeting with French Brethren 

Activities from page 13 

passover. At the end of the meet-
ing the Americans were asked two 
questions and thus we had a 
chance to participate. 

After the study we held a spe-
cial meeting with the "Associa-
tion" to discuss progress on the 
computer and other related mat-
ters. The meeting was very long, 
but very productive. A very good 
spirit was manifested. We were 
quite late getting to bed. 

03/15/91 (Friday) 

Before starting to work, I went 
to the Post Office and sent a tele-
gram. We had a typical day with 
work in the morning, lunch 
around 2:00 p.m., and then back  

to work until evening. Fellowship 
with the Crisan's was very pleas-
ant. 

03/16/91 (Saturday) 

This morning Mercea went 
with me to Sr. Viorica's and had 
some lessons in programming. 
He did very well. He appears to 
have some talent in this area. The 
session with Sr. Viorica was fre-
quently interrupted by phone 
calls, etc. so  we did not accom-
plish a great deal. After lunch we 
made our final visit to the "house" 
for some pictures. Much work 
has been accomplished. The 
meeting room is finished and the 
other rooms will be done soon. 

The brethren desired to have their 
first meeting here before I left, but 
that was just not possible. We 
returned to Sr. Viorica's and put 
in a few more hours on the com-
puter. Many brethren took ad-
vantage of the weekend to stop by 
and see us. 

We were expecting the breth-
ren from France to arrive in the 
evening with the copy machines, 
but Sr. Viorica's phone stopped 
working and we were unable to 
get any news. I went back to the 
Crisan's and waited for a phone 
call there, but Sr. Crisan was not 
feeling well, so we had some very 
brief fellowship and then went to 
bed. 

French Brethren Bring Copy Machines 
03/17/91 (Sunday) 

I have in my home: a Xerox 1035. 
The trip had jarred loose a num-
ber of the components, but with 
persistent effort we were able to 
get the machine working. The 
other machine was a Canon and 
had illustrated manuals that the 
brethren will be able to use for 
instructions. 

At about 7:00 p.m. we headed 
to the Cap's for a final meeting 
with the brethren. We were fed 

The French brethren arrived 
during the night, so another con-
vention style meeting was planned 
at the Cultural Arts Center. Since 
this was supposed to be my final 
day in Romania, Sr. Viorica 
wanted to have a short session on 
the computer before the meeting. 
We discussed some questions and 
tried to tie up all the loose ends. 

We went to the meeting hall 
and about 250 brethren had as-
sembled in a large upper room. 
This time the hall was warm. The 
program consisted of three dis-
courses. I had the privilege of 
speaking first, followed by Br. 
Nicoara (Romania), and then Br. 
Mariusz from France. 

We adjourned to the home of 
the Brie's for lunch and a discus-
sion on the copy machines with 
the French brethren. After a very 
lengthy discussion it was decided 
to take the copiers to Sr. Beti's 
apartment until we were able to 
get them in working condition. 
After the meal we went to Sr. 
Beti's to work on the copiers. The 
Lord overruled the fact that one of 
the machines was identical to one  

again, though I managed to side-
step much of the food and instead 
was able to engage Br. Beniamin 
in some deep doctrinal fellow-
ship. We departed around 9:30 
and headed back to Sr. Viorica's 
for some final computer work. I 
was escorted by Mercea to the 
Crisan's and had a nice session of 
fellowship with them before going 
to my room to pack at about mid-
night. 
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Journey's End 
03/18/91 (Monday) 

We were supposed to leave 
before 8:00 a.m., so I arose about 
6:00 a.m. and made my final ar-
rangements for departure. At 
about 7:00 a.m. we received an 
unexpected phone call from Sr. 
Beti telling us that Sr. Lisa was 
very sick. After waiting several 
hours to see if Sr. Lisa would 
improve, we finally decided to wait 
a day, thus having one more day 
to train on the computer. This 
provided an opportunity to re-
view and delve into some areas we 
would not have covered other-
wise. No doubt the Lord arranged 
this. 

03/19/91 (Tuesday) 

We arose early again, but this 
time the word from Sr. Lisa was 
"go". I said my final good-byes at 
Crisan's and at Sr. Beti's before 
being escorted to the edge of town 
by Sr. Beti and Sr. Viorica. We  

had a very pleasant trip through 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia. The 
mountains between Czechoslo-
vakia and Poland are among the 
most beautiful I have ever seen. 
We made our way to Poland where 

we stayed for a couple of days 
before continuing on to Vienna 
where Sr. Lisa dropped me off at 
the airport. 

Visiting Elderly Brethren in Poland 
We spent much of our time in 

Poland visiting with the older and 
isolated brethren. This was a very 
special experience. Each of these 
dear ones had unbelievable sto-
ries to tell. Anyone who travels to 
Europe to visit the brethren 
should make a point of visiting 
these dear ones who are off the 
beaten path. The Schab's, who 
entertained us, were delighted 
that we took such an interest in 
these brethren. Most visitors from 
America get caught up in various 
organized activities and miss out 
on this very important opportu-
nity. 

In some ways the Poles have 
had it harder than the Romani-
ans. The nature of the persecu-
tions was much more brutal and 
violent. Many of the brethren 

(See Poland page 17) 
This brother and sister were separated for eight years when the 

Russians took him to Siberia. 
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The Schab family 

Poland from page 16 

were driven from their homes and 
forced to leave all their earthly 
possessions behind. Some were 
separated from loved ones for 
many years before being reunited. 
Others, separated by death, will 
not be reunited until beyond the 
veil. 

03/21/91 (Thursday) 

Another short night was fol-
lowed by a long day of fellowship. 
We stopped by the Association 
headquarters first to pick up some 
packages to take back to America. 
I had met the Pieczyk family in 
August and became close friends 
with their young son, Przemek. 
There was no school today, so we 
all decided to take a quick walk to 
the old city and try to purchase a 
few more gifts. We were met by 
police with water cannons who 
were dispersing a crowd of dem-
onstrators. We were all asked to  

leave the area, and gladly obliged. 
The rest of the day was spent 

visiting with brethren in Chzar- 
now. When we arrived back at the 
Schab's, additional brethren were 

waiting to fellowship with us, and 
as we finally made our way to bed 
it was very close to midnight. 

The Lord's Providence at New York 
Friday, March 22 was a very 

short night. We had gone to bed 
around midnight. In order to 
avoid roadblocks that were to be 
set up nationwide by a farmer's 
strike we had to arise at 3:00 a.m. 
and leave before 4:30 a.m. We 
made it to the border by 6 a.m. 
without incident. The Polish bor-
der guards were very pleasant. 
We made it to the Austrian border 
by noon and had a picnic lunch 
on the other side. Sr. Lisa dropped 
me off at the airport about 1:00 
p.m. and I headed for New York. 

The flight had its interesting 
aspects. The pilots had failed to 
file their flight plan soon enough 
to gain permission to fly over Great 
Britain, so we were forced to go 
over the Artie. It was an interest-
ing view, but one of the passen-
gers thought we had been tricked 
into going to Russia and became  

quite distressed until the flight 
crew calmed him down. 

At the airport in New York 
there was a wonderful overruling 
of the Lord. The flight was very 
crowded, and everyone was anx-
ious to get off. Most of the passen-
gers were Romanians who were 
coming to America for the first 
time. I decided to sit and wait 
until the plane was empty rather 
than fight my way through the 
crowd. The last few people off the 
plane had to wait some extra time 
for another bus to take us to 
customs. All this was quite a test 
of patience. When we arrived at 
customs there were over 600 
people waiting in line from other 
flights. It looked like we would be 
in line for several hours. It was 
already late, and I was exhausted. 
Just then a man in uniform came 
up to the last small group who  

had gotten off the plane and in-
structed us to follow him. There 
were only a handful of us, the 
others were couples who had 
adopted babies in Romania and 
were bringing them here to Amer-
ica. We were taken to the front of 
the line and told to go on through 
to the next available agent! The 
gate agent thought I was with 
these two couples and I didn't 
really know what was going on, so 
I just followed instructions. The 
end result was that I made it 
through in less than five minutes 
instead of waiting in line for hours. 

The Lukes were waiting to pick 
me up and we had a pleasant time 
of fellowship before retiring for 
the night. 

The next day I made the long 
drive home to Ohio and arrived 
safely by early evening. 
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REFLECTIONS 
My most memorable experi-

ences were the privileges of per-
sonal fellowship. Sr. Bet! and I 
had some deep discussions on 
personal application of the Truth. 
Sr. Viorica displayed an untiring 
zeal to serve, in spite of health 
problems. Br. Neagomir became 
very dear to me. I gained a new 
perspective and deeper respect 
for Br. Cornell Brie. And I became 
better acquainted with many of 
the brethren on a more realistic 
basis. The first trip in Augu st was 
very short: it wasn't possible to 
get to know 
anyone well. 	  
This trip af-
forded opportu-
nities to get to 
know a number 
of brethren 
well. In both 
Poland and Ro-
mania I was 
deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of 
fellowship with individual Breth-
ren, especially the elderly. 

The brethren in Romania may 
not have much in the way of tem-
poral riches, but they are very 
rich when it comes to the spiritual 
treasures. They do not have ready 
access to the Truth in books and 
pictures, but they have the Truth 
in their hearts and minds. It was 
Present Truth that the Lord used 
to hold these brethren together  

during the nearly fifty years of 
their isolation. If there is one 
lesson above all others that im-
presses me, it is this one concern-
ing the tremendous power of the 
Truth. This fact has served to 
strengthen my already strong be-
lief in the ministry of Br. Russell 
as that "Wise and Faithful Ser-
vant" and of the Divine guidance 
granted to him. 

Much progress is expected in 
the next several years in provid-
ing Romanian Truth literature to 
the brethren. The reprinting of 

the existing Ro- 
manian Vol-
umes is already 
underway, and 
the ability to 
produce a new 
translation is in 
the hands of the 
Romanians 
now. Sr. Beti is 
the only one 

who seems qualified to perform 
this work at present, so demands 
on her time continue to be very 
great. Placing of additional com-
puters is in question at the mo-
ment. No one in Baia Mare is 
qualified though several have ex-
pressed their willingness to learn. 
As more brethren learn to type it 
will become possible to place ad-
ditional workstations throughout 
the country for keying in Roma-
nian Truth literature. 

Sr. Beti 

Sr. Viorica 

It was 
Present Truth 

that the Lord used 
to hold these brethren 

together... 

PROGRESS 
Considering the language bar- 	 All areas were fully docu- 

rier and the technical nature of • DOS / Windows 3.0 
	

Intermediate mented on computer in a Roma- 
computers and computer software • Utilities - Tape Backup 

	
Intermediate nian procedures manual. An 

the progress made in this area • Text Editor 
	

Intermediate understudy will be trained by Sr. 
was tremendous. For those who • Mailing List 

	
Advanced 
	

Viorica. Many samples and tem- 
are computer literate, a listing of • RTDB 

	
Intermediate plates were generated for future 

accomplishments and the level of • Paintshop Plus 	 Advanced 
	publishing applications. 

expertise attained follows: 	• PageMaker 
	

Advanced 
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Money matters The Future 

The agenda for a trip in early 
October may include the follow-
ing: 

• Help set up public meetings and 

various witness activities 

• Help arrange youth activities 

• Secure a more reliable copy machine 

• Start a spare parts stockpile 

Other items may be added to 
this list before October. Anyone 
having questions or suggestions 
is encouraged to submit them. 

U 

Br. Cornell Brie 

In round figures, about $6,300 
was spent on equipment and other 
expenses for this most recent trip. 
An additional $1,200 was donated 
privately by various brethren who 
wished to see these funds left 
with the Romanians. This money 
was given to the Association of 
Bible Students who will distrib-
ute it to needy brethren or make 
use of it in other ways. The Asso-
ciation is the newly formed legal 
entity required by the government 
in order for such donations to be 
made. The brethren in the Asso-
ciation represent all brethren 
throughout Romania. 

In order for the brethren here 
to grasp the monetary situation 
in Romania, it seems appropriate 
to include some remarks on their 
currency. The Romanian cur-
rency is based on the Leu (plural: 
Lei). The official exchange rate is 
$1 for 35 lei, but for most busi-
ness transactions the rate is $1 
for 200 lei, and on the Black Mar-
ket the rate is more like $1 for 225 
lei. This is all meaningless unless 
one gets an idea of what local 
conditions are like. The average 
monthly salary is less than $20 in 
United States currency (about  

3000-3500 la Rent for a decent 
apartment is about 500 lei a 
month, but the utilities and main-
tenance fees can add another 500-
1000 lei per month. Add to that 
expenses for food, clothing, etc. 
and it is easy to see that 3500 lei 
is not very much to live on. Here 
are some prices we noted for items 
of interest: 

Eggs 

Gasoline 

Cheese 

Milk 

Meat 

Shoes 

Couch 

Car 

House 

$5.000 

30 lei per dozen 

80 lei per gallon 

75 lei per pound 

80 Id per gallon 

90 Id per pound 

1,000 lei per pair 

13,000 lei 

250,000 lei 

1,500.000 Id 

1,125,000 lei 

A little calculation shows that 
the average Romanian's paycheck 
will not go very far, while Ameri-
can dollars can go a long way. 

This situation has grown 
worse since March. In April the 
government of Romania raised 
food prices from 200 to 300 per-
cent, while wages were increased 
at a much lower percentage. 

Br. Ioan Gallis 
aummi 

Br. Ioan Neagomir 
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