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From the Land of the Rising Sun: Good Tidings!
Br. Owen and Sr. Peg Kindig arrived in
Japan Sept. 13 for a two-months' stay
which was extended to mid-January. Br.
Owen's report shows much progress
there. Ed.
Greetings in Christ
from Zushi, Japan!

Japan has a lot of changes since our last
trip. Many more conveniences; however, the cost of everything is terrible.
The assistance from the Divine Plan Foundation and the local brethren is greatly
appreciated.
The work has increased considerably
with new ones at each location. Zushi,
Toyohashi and Osaka. We have a new
member in Zushi. She is a former school
teacher of language. She reads English
with understanding. After attending regular meetings and special studies which
she requested, she decided to leave the
Lutheran Church, where she was undernourished, in order to get strong meat.
Without prompting she began to ask questions regarding consecration, justification, sanctification and evidences of spirit
begettal. She was thrilled to learn of the
harvest and the Lord's Second Presence.
Through the efforts of the local brethren
we are meeting people they have witnessed to and some are interested in Bible
study.
Greetings in the Lord!
Reflecting on the recent dealings of the
Lord in the affairs of earth should have a
two-fold effect upon us as new creatures.
Realizing the nearness of the Kingdom,
and the need to press down upon the
mark, we thus have a sense of urgency
and sobriety, knowing that the time is
short. Seeing these things coming to
pass, it is also our privilege to lift up our
heads and rejoice. Even though our
personal lives may be made more difficult by the changing times, we lift up our
voices in praise as we see the stately
steppings of our present King!
With somber stance, yet joyfully,
Astride the threshold of the years,
We gaze with wonder at the past,
And glimpse the future through our tears

Sunday Meeting, Zushi, Japan, Dec. 1

When Br. Todd Alexander was here we
had a meeting with the Director of the
Nippon Television Network, Mr. Sato,
who was associated with Br. Todd in the
Pyramid project in Egypt in 1978. Also
present in the meetings were Mr. Sato's
assistant producer and program director.
She began questioning the relationship of

the Pyramid and the Bible. Her response
to the answers we gave her was very
favorable, so Br. Todd is sending them a
copy of the Pyramid book he wrote. They
are also sending a copy of the third section
of the video program that was aired on
NTV.
See Japan page 6

Water! The Crucial Issue in Middle East
The Next Middle East War
Could be Over Water

by Br. Kenneth Rawson,
Edison, NJ

In May, 1990, Prime Minister Shamir
received an ominous report from 16 senior
hydrologists. Israel, they told him, is
using up its water reserves 15 percent
faster than they can be replenished each
year. The years of overpumping ground
water are leading to a deterioration of both
the quantity and quality of Israel's supply.
There is an urgent need to adopt drastic,
emergency measures, the scientists warned
Shamir, even if this involves such politically sensitive decisions as cutting back
agricultural production. The bottom line:
Unless such measures are implemented,
Israel will face a "catastrophe" within
five years.

Israel is not alone among Middle East
states in facing a water crisis. Warnings
are growing steadily louder, both inside
and outside the region, that the next major
Middle East conflagration will draw its
inspiration not from the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Palestinian problem, Islamic fundamentalism or any of the other myriad
rivalries, jealousies and suspicions that
characterize relationships within the region. The next war, say politicians and
scientists, will be over water.
In May, 1990 Turkey, the emerging
"water superpower" of the region, unilaterally turned off the flow of the Euphrates.
The purpose was to fill its new Ataturk
Dam, the centerpiece of an ambitious
$21 billion project which will eventually
See Water page 5
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all that be bowed down. " Psa. 145:14
■ Br. Walter Hrechuk (22 Streilein Cres., Winnipeg, MB R2P 1R3

■ Srs. Irma Gartley and Virginia Nusz (1007 Avacoll Drive, Pitts-

Canada)

burgh, PA 15220) are grieved by the death of a husband and father - Jack
Gartley - on Nov. 1 of cancer. Just a month earlier they learned of his
bone cancer, which created grave concerns, both for him and the care he
would need. Sr. Gartley, with severe back problems, knew she could not
give the needed care at home; and the expense of custodial nursing care
(not under Medicare) would be prohibitive. Another area of concern for
Sr. Virginia (living at home) was loss of income since her husband
deserted his family earlier. These elements all combined for a great test
of faith.
The Lord's hand, however, was manifested in his overruling of many
faith-threatening obstacles. One such was Jack's death within the week
of his entering the hospital.
After Srs. Irma and Virginia's consecrations in 1975, Jack developed
a keen interest in the promise of restitution and witnessed often to his
coworkers. He requested that a brother conduct his funeral service at his
death. Br. Wesley Cramer complied with his request, and several young
people, including a son, were much impressed with what they heard.
Our sisters wish to express heartfelt appreciation to the brethren who
supported them in their need with love, sympathy and prayers. Also, for
the floral tributes, loving messages of comfort and other kindnesses
given them for which they thank the Lord and the brethren.

Br. Hrechuk's letter which follows was received just four days after
the Fall Issue of the Newsletter went to press. We regret the delay in
printing it. Ed.

"On June 17 I had a heart attack just prior to my intended car travel
with Br. Frank Boychuk, to serve the brethren in Salem, Oregon; Seattle,
Wash. and Langley, BC, after which I planned to visit the brethren in
Poland and the Ukraine. It was the Lord's leading that this happened at
home, and not on the road to Salem, or in Europe. After the heart attack
I was placed on medication and the Lord gave me strength to continue
to work on the computer to help prepare the books and addresses for
literature to be sent to the Ukraine and elsewhere.
"On Sept. 13, I had a triple by-pass heart operation, and was released
from the hospital on Sept. 21. I am very thankful to the Lord for His care
and overruling, and feel quite well. I also wish to thank all the brethren
who sent get-well cards, greetings, and flowers, and especially for their
prayers on my behalf and also for my family. May we continue to
remember all the Lord's dear ones in their time of need, to help one
another to make our calling and election sure. Christian love!"
■ Sr. Rosalie Roberto (Cambridge Convalescent Home, 523 Hayes
Lane, Petaluma, CA 94951) has been afflicted with crippling arthritis for
the past 15 years. Recently she has been experiencing blackouts and
injuring herself as a result. She suffers memory lapses, sometimes for
days at a time. At present she is being kept comfortable. Prayers and
cards of comfort would be a blessing to her as she cannot speak on the
phone due to extreme weakness. This report was received shortly after
the Fall Issue went to press.Ed.

■ Br. L. J. LaGrange (Rt 1, Box 94, Arnaudville, LA 70512) "needs

your special prayers" Sr. Dovie Buel wrote on Oct. 28. Writing for the
Pass Christian and New Orleans brethren, she said, "We are in touch
with him and yesterday Br. and Sr. Costelli, Br. Ward and I visited with
him and his family. Br. L. J. had one ofhis increasingly frequent seizures
during our study and we thought all ought to know that his situation has
not been overstated....We left them with heavy hearts as their plight is
beyond our feeble earthly help, but with determined minds, not only to
continue in prayer here at home, but to ask the brethren everyhere to go
before our heavenly Father's throne with special petitions for him and
his little family. How thankful we are for this privilege!"
■ Sr. Hazel Stratton (8880 Oakside, Union Lake, MI 48085). Those

who knew that Sr. Hazel had been under a heavy affliction - a serious
nervous disorder due to adrenal exhaustion and other factors - will be
glad to know her condition is much improved. In fact, she went with her
daughter and son-in-law, Sr. Carol and Br. Richard Tennant, to the San
Diego, (CA) Thanksgiving Convention. Though making "wonderful
progress" Sr. Carol said, "she still gets a little shaky at times."
Sr. Hazel's brother was in a near-tragic auto accident July 30. He was
in critical condition with both lungs collapsed, all ribs broken, and other
complications. This created a deep emotional anxiety in Sr. Hazel who
prayed that the Lord's will be done, and went daily to the hospital many
days, taking him fresh-pressed juices. Finally, her health broke under
the strain.
In mid-September she was so deeply distressed that Sr. Carol stayed
with her day and night for two weeks until the emergency passed. By
mid-November she was well enough to visit her brother now home from
the hospital. He has made a partial recovery but will continue to need 24hour home care.
Sr. Hazel and her family wish to express the gratitude they feel toward
the many brethren whose prayers and encouraging words by card and
letter helped so much in her extremity. All are rejoicing in the Lord's
overrulings in this trial.

■ Sr. Rose Owen (513 Victoria Ave, Chatham, 47L 337 Ont, Canada)

writes: "Dear Brethren, I wish to thank all who have written to me over
the past months - those who sent cards, for prayers and words of
encouragement. I am unable to do much writing as it is getting more
difficult for me to see. I am unable to do much reading, but get a great
blessing from the tapes. I spent two weeks in the hospital in October with
fluid build-up and heart failure, but thankful I am now home with some
help. I am looking to the Lord for strength and courage each day. All
my love and prayers!"
■ Sr. Stella Kukelska (155 E. Parkview Dr, Northlake, IL 60164) is

confuted at home after suffering a fall. Although no bones were broken
still she suffered extensive bruises which have aggravated her arthritic
condition and caused a lot o f pain. Her desire is to continue active in the
Lord's work and she would appreciate prayers to this end.
■ Br. Carl Hagensick (20 W. 143 Hillside Lane, Downers Grove, IL

60516) as many know, was stricken with spinal paralysis which
immobilized 70 percent of his body. He is left without feeling below the
breast bone. In the Intensive Care unit of Northern Memorial Hospital
in Chicago for 4 days, he was moved by stages, filially to the Rehabilitation Center of the same hospital to strengthen the muscles of his upper
body.
Formerly, a veritable energy dynamo, Br. Carl has been cut down
presently to 30 percent mobility. For a brother who has circled the globe
many times in Truth activities, these limitations could be devastating.
Yet Br. Carl's attitude is positive and his expectations high for attaining
90 percent mobility at home - in a wheel chair. He refers to his
predicament as "a learning experience!" He has been assured that he
will ultimately be able to drive a car. His good hopes to spend Christmas
at home, and attend the New Year's Convention were realized.
It is Br. Carl's consuming desire to serve the Lord despite obstacles,
and he hopes to serve the I-0 convention in July in Louisville, Ky. This
is contingent upon ramp access to the facilities.
His indomitable spirit and determination to overcome a seemingly
insurmountable handicap, can be a potent example to his brethren- as yet
unimpaired - to propel to greater heights of usefulness in the Lord's
service! His release from the hospital is expected on Feb. 12.
See Afflicted page 7
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Entered Into Rest
"I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gayest me to do." John 17:4
■ Br. David E. Chastain of Hope,Indiana was delivered from his long

ordeal with cancer on November first at 53 years of age, just four years
following his early retirement. His wife, Sr. Sandra (14950 North - 300
East, Hope, IN 47246), who survives him, had been his constant
companion and helper throughout the 18 months of his affliction,
in which both gave and received
spiritual support and comfort of
each other.
Consecrated from 1965, he was
associated with the late Br. Everett
Murray until his death, and under
his tutelage became an elder, an
office he held for 21 years - 11 in
the Bible Students Ecclesia of
Hope, IN. After his brother
Robert's death in 1976, Br. David
was a spiritual father to his children, and Br. Mark, Srs. Rebekah
and Martha Chastain all acknowledge his influence in bringing
them to consecration. Another
nephew Ron Chastain is also consecrated.
Br. David's godly example of
patient endurance and submission under trial was an object lesson to his
family and the many brethren privileged to observe or learn of it. It was
his earnest desire to glorify the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ in his
flesh - an example he observed in his brother Robert before him
Other survivors are: a daughter, Elizabeth James and grandson Trent
of Taylorsville, IN, a son Stephen at home, his father Br. Russell of
Charlestown, IN, two brothers Carl and Br. Dudley, a sister Anita
Graves, a stepbrother and sister, Curtis Middleton and Doreen Graves,
20 nephews and nieces, 15 grand nephews and nieces.
Br. Eugene Burns officiated at the funeral service which opened with
a eulogy by Br. Edward Bushlus, followed by a witness on the Resurrection theme by Br. Burns. A large number of relatives, friends and
brethren attended.
■ Sr. Nellie Smilsky, age 84, finished her course on Nov. 12 at

Hamilton, Ont. Born, raised and married in Manitoba province, she and
her unconsecrated husband William (deceased 17 years) raised a family
of six on their farm near Garland, Manitoba.
Sr. Smilsky had been consecrated over 50 years and was well-known
to the Ukrainian brethren of the Winnipeg area. About 1939 some
brethren in the Ukrainian Winnipeg Class began a part-time pilgrim
work which included the Garland area where Sr. Smilsky heard and
accepted the Truth. A class was formed early and soon twelve brethren
held regular Volume study meetings. The Ukrainian Winnipeg brethren
continued to nurture and serve the class - traveling 300 miles at least once
a month - in Sr. Smilsky's home for many years. Sr. Smilsky also
traveled often to conventions in Winnipeg.
About 25 years ago she and her husband moved to Hamilton, Ont.
where three of their sons had settled. There she met with the Polish Bible
Students - a class of 20-25 brethren where the late Br. John Tarnowski
was the elder.
Sr Smilsky's funeral witness was given by Br. Allon MacAlister to
about 60 relatives, friends and to Sr. A. Tamowski and Sr. J. Szpak - the
only two left of the Hamilton Class.
111 Sr. Anna Hill, a member of the Milwaukee, Wis. Class over 20 years,

ended her earthly course on Oct. 9 of a heart attack. Her husband Br.
George died 15 years ago, but she continued to attend Sunday and
Wednesday class studies faithfully until her death. She combined

witness efforts with her travel to the meetings. Boarding the bus at the
end of the line she would place tracts in the empty seats, then watch the
responses ofriders as they read them. On the return trip she would follow
the same procedure.
Sr. Hill lived with her son Kenneth who is friendly to the Truth (3920
S. 2nd St., Milwaukee, Wis. 53207). She also leaves a daughter,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She had requested that Br.
Edmund Jezuit give her funeral witness, and about 40 of family and
friends were present to hear it.
■ Sr. Frankie Beal died on Dec. 10 in Indianapolis, Ind. of a heart

ailment at an advanced age. Her husband Br. Floyd survives in poor
health and has moved to Florida with their son Jack (1000 Walker #341,
Holly Hill, FL 32117). A granddaughter Penny Hayes, also survives. (A
baby daughter died at two years of age.)
Br. Floyd's father had a knowledge of the Truth first, and the Beals
heard it from him. In 1940 they met with the Indianapolis Class until
1970 when they began to attend the Muncie, Ind. ecclesia and continued
until failing health curtailed travel. A member at Muncie said, "The
Beals were an inspiration to us - they loved the Harvest Message, and in
the 17 years they met with us they missed only three meetings!"
Sr. Beal had requested that Br. David Chastain who died Nov. 1, give
her last witness. As her son who made the arrangements had no other
Bible Student contact a nominal minister was engaged for a brief service.
■ Sr. Anna Mayberry died at Anderson, CA on Sept. 27, of old age

complications at 85 years. She was formerly a longtime member of a
firm Bible Students class at Chico, CA where Sr. Betty Bradberry and her
mother also attended. There is no longer a class there.
Sr. Anna had witnessed to her son and his family over the years, but
she had strong opposition from them all along her Christian walk.
Her son, an Episcopal minister, agreed to have Br. Edward Lorenz
conduct her service, and the head o f the area episcopacy was also present.
Br. Lorenz opened with the Lord's prayer, then stated that everyone
praying that prayer has been praying for God's kingdom on earth. With
that statement Br. Lorenz said the visiting minister's eyes turned upward
to the ceiling and he never looked at the speaker again during the entire
service. He said he had never preached a funeral before where not one
tear was shed. There were 13 grandchildren and many relatives present40 in all attended.
III Br. Carl Interisano, age 78 finished his course Nov. 27 from a heart

attack. He made his home with his only child, Sr. Bonnie (1929 W.
Winona, Chicago, IL 60640) who cared for him until he needed
professional nursing care.
Br. Carl was associated with Jehovah's Witnesses for about 10 years,
then left over disagreement with their teachings. Shortly after, he found
a tract in his mailbox and sent for the literature. Invited to a public
meeting, he returned home and told his wife and teenage daughter he had
found the Truth. The family began attending Sunday meetings, and all
made consecration to the Lord. (His wife Sr. Marjorie died 10 years
ago.) For the past 27 years Br. Carl and Sr. Bonnie have been members
of the Chicago Bible Students. Br. Carl was very active in tracting, and
witnessing to his coworkers, by precept and example.
Br. Edmund Jezuit conducted the funeral service, by request of the
deceased.
■ Sr. Jo Barnett of Hamilton, TX died Dec.29. In poor health a long

time, she was isolated for many years, attending only the Siloam
Convention infrequently. Her mother was the late Sr. Gratie
Westmoreland. Surviving are her husband Verlon and two sons; three
aunts: Srs. Loyce and Abbie Watson, and Esther McCool; cousins: Srs.
Martha Cope, Barbara and Holly Hughes, and Allyson Kuehmichel. Br.
George Wilmott give her funeral witness on Dec. 31. ❑
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Our Brethren Speak
"Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works."

Heb. 10:24

Testimonies given at Louisville, KY, August 8-11:

Trusts the Lord in Coming Surgery
Sr. Frances McKee, Columbus Ohio Class.

Brethren Around the World Need our Prayers
Br. Richard Evans, Portland, Oregon.

"... Br. Ed Lorenz asked us to tell why we love the Lord. For one thing,
I love the Lord because he first loved me, and he also loves the great and
the least. I also love God's creation, it is so beautiful. I have two bird
baths, and the birds keep me busy filling them in hot weather. Some days
I forget about it and the birds come flying around me or tapping on the
windows...and I remember the birds need water.
"I am thankful to the Lord also, because my mother was the first to
have the Truth. She had eight children and only two of us made a
consecration. The others think it's foolishness, Now my whole family
- one by one - they are consecrating.
"I also want to thank the brethren for the many beautiful cards I've
received, their sentiments and prayers, and also the beautiful scriptures
are very supportive and have helped me to build both a stronger faith and
love for the Lord. I am not fearful going into this operation - I put all my
trust and faith in the Lord. In finding this tumor they also found some
thyroid problems too - nothing serious...I have a lot to be thankful for..."

"...For the last five years Sr. Shirley and I have spent three months each
year in Japan, and it was not possible for us to do much traveling other
than that, so it is a great privilege to again be with you. Last year Sr.
Shirley's mother, Sr. Langer, was not in good health, so we found it
necessary to move from Fresno, Calif. to Portland, Oregon... she is doing
very well now, in the Lord's providence.
"In addition to traveling to Japan, I have also had the privilege of
going to Nigeria. I bring that up because I know many of the brethren
now are rejoicing, and rightly, about the brethren in Eastern Europe. I
don't want to take away from any of our brethren there but I do want to,
perhaps, keep a little corner of your mind on the brethren in Africa and
the brethren in Japan. They very much need an interest in our prayers.
Right now the brethren in Nigeria are going through some very difficult
times. Their economy is in total chaos. There is something like 50
percent unemployment, and many of the brethren are unemployed and
having to go back to their little villages into their extended family, and
it is causing quite a bit of turmoil in the three ecclesias there. So I ask
that you would keep your brethren in Nigeria and Japan in your prayers,
along with the brethren in other parts of the world."
Sixty Years and Still Running for the Prize
Sr. Anna Belush, Columbus, Indiana.

"...I just couldn't keep quiet... because of the love of the brethren and
their willingness to help me that I'm here. I think back at all the years
and all the many conventions. I was formerly of the Chicago area, the
Gary Indiana Class; originally in the Truth at a real young age with the
Polish brethren while they were still with the Watchtower Bible & Tract
Society. I read The Dawn article recently on 'What is that in thine hand?'
and as I was reading, all the different years came back to me of how the
Lord has been leading me and what I've been doing about it, and I cried
over it. Sixty years ago we were told, my husband and I, to get out from
the class because we were not accepting the changes being made, and
they told us openly that we were subjects for Second Death...and here I
am, still running for the prize.
"Although my husband is gone now over 20 years, I still have loving
brethren. I lost one son who died, but I have one son who is still willing
to help me out, and a loving daughter-in-law, and the love o f the brethren.
If it wasn't for them using all of their patience and love towards me I
wouldn't be here. I thank the heavenly Father for all my experiences, and
I need your prayers...One by one we are going over and soon all will be
there and time for the world's blessings to come."
Witnessing Baptism Touched Heart
Br. George Wilmott, Fort Worth, Texas.

"...This morning to witness the baptism of Sr. Henderson touched my
heart. She was out of touch with the Truth for many years, didn't know
where to fmd the brethren and then, 5-7 years ago, she tuned in the
`Divine Plan' program and now she's in touch with us, and it was a joy
to see her symbolize her consecration.
"After the service this morning it was another joy to meet our Br. Bob
Franz from Cincinnati who has been consecrated about two years or so.
He didn't have the privilege of symbolizing before brethren, but he asked
someone to perform the immersion service, and he has symbolized his
consecration. He is now in Volume 6 of Studies in the Scriptures so it
has been such a privilege to meet him and all the dear ones..."

Note: Sr. McKee had the surgery referred to, and is making a good
recovery. She is grateful for the successful removal of the brain tumor.
The facial nerve, however, is slower to recover its normal function than
other involved areas of the head.
The brethren's concerns for her, and their gestures of love, and
prayers, have touched her heart deeply. Ed.

Leader's Comments (Br. E. Lorenz): "Why does the Lord permit this
to his brethren that he loves? Would a parent knowingly cause pain to
his or her child? We must remember we are in a different school than
the world ofmanlcind. So, if the Lord has granted you to have a fiery trial,
dear one, he only wants to see that instrument brought forth more
beautiful and glorious. I think of Br. Irving Foss, when he was older he
had doctors survey his illness, and one doctor said, 'You have an
inoperable tumor on the brain.' Br. Irving said: "Good! That's just what
I've been waiting for.' Viewpoint brethren, viewpoint."

Testimony given at Villa Park, IL, Aug. 31- Sept. 2:
Grateful for Lord's Overruling Providence
Sr. Jean Slivinsky Hartford, CT.

"...My promise I would like to relate is 'Let us therefore come boldly
unto the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy and fmd grace to
help in time of need.' I'm very grateful to my heavenly Father for an
experience he gave me along this line at work. We had a new van driver
come in, and one of the women at work told me that he was a Jehovah's
Witness. I wanted very much to have an opportunity to speak with him;
unfortunately, he just comes into my office, gets his mail, says 'Good
morning!' and then leaves. I couldn't think of any way to start a
conversation with him. So, I took it to the Throne of Grace, asking the
Lord that whatever the opportunity, I would be able to see it....A few days
later as I was leaving work, I saw a paper in the parking lot, and as I
picked it up I saw it was his Watchtower he had dropped. So I was able
to give it to him the next morning, and start a conversation with him. I'm
so thankful to the Lord for this evidence of his overruling providence."

Testimonies given at Connellsville, PA, Oct. 26,27:
Br. Eugene Burns was the leader of this "Ebenezer" meeting which he
said means "A stone o f help." When the Lord helps us we want to take
note of it and build a little monument there and call it 'stone of help."'
See

Brethren page 8

Water Crisis, Mid East

LeMENA
TURKEY

From page 1

involve the creation of 21 new dams, 17 hydro-electric plants, and
irrigation works to transform some 120,000 square kilometers o f ancient
semi-arid Mesopotamia into fertile agriculture land.
Within weeks, the strained relations approached a breaking point,
with headlines appearing in both Syrian and Iraqi newspapers warning
o f war unless water supplies were resumed immediately. Just one month
after they stopped the flow, the authorities in Ankara turned the tap on
again.
Nevertheless, the harsh facts of life are that Turkey's farsighted and
ambitious water projects could ultimately cost Syria a devastating 40
percent of its Euphrates water, while Iraq could lose up to 90 percent.
The Syrian capital of Damascus, which is without water most nights,
is estimated to be continuing to lose as much as 30 percent of its water
supply as a result of old, leaking pipes.
In Egypt, up to two-thirds of the water supply allocated to cities and
towns is lost through inefficient use, while farmers in the fertile Nile
Delta are estimated to be using twice as much water as necessary because
of primitive irrigation techniques.
Saudi Arabia uses 90 percent of its non-replenishable deep-well fresh
water supplies for agricultural produce that could be imported at onetenth of the cost, while Israel uses 70 percent of its water for agriculture
and some 17 percent of its energy resources simply to pump water
around the country.
A complicating political factor in Israel's calculations, and a cause for
sober consideration by those advocating a return of the administered
territories, is that no less than 40-60 percent of Israel's fresh water is
derived from aquifers beneath the West Bank and Gaza Strip, representing 95 percent of the known underground water supply in the administered territories.
The Jordan River which is shared by Israel and Jordan, is now so
overused that its increasingly saline water can irrigate only some of the
most salt-resistant crops.
Even so, the subject of water allocation from the river is a matter of
constant haggling between Israeli and Jordanian officials. According to
sources in London, the flow is so meticulously monitored and the
supplies so carefully allocated that the debate between the two sides overheated when Israel reportedly removed a large boulder in the river that
slightly increased its share of the water flow.
Observers are in no doubt that Israel, which claims a share of the
Yarmuk, would take drastic action if it were excluded from a strictly
Jordanian-Syrian division of the water. Indeed, plans to construct the
dam broke down over what the Jordanians consider to be excessive Israeli
demands for its share of the Yarmuk waters.
Israeli experts are now predicting a water shortfall of up to 30 percent
by the end of the decade; Syria and Iraq are expected to suffer shortfalls
of up to 60 percent, while Jordanian experts predict that within 20 years
they will require about twice as much water as they currently consume.
Both Saudi Arabia and Libya have embarked on hideously expensive
water-development projects, both of which bear the hallmarks of desperation rather than cool, long term strategic planning.
Saudi Arabia has already spent at least $20 billion on a seawater
desalinization plant wich supplies less than three percent of its water,
while Libya's Muammar Gaddafi has embarked on a characteristically
bizarre scheme: a $24 billion project which he has dubbed "the Eighth
Wonder of the World."
The Libyan plan involves the construction of massive concrete pipes
to carry water to the coastal plain from non-replenishable underground
lakes deep below Libya's southern desert. The lakes are expected to dry
up shortly after the project is completed within about 10 years.
A more realistic prospect for Israel is contained in a recent agreement
with Turkey to purchase up to 250 million cubic meters of water a year
- equivalent to almost the annual quantity carried by the National Water
Carrier - at a cost of up to 35 cents per cubic meter.
It is envisaged that the Turkish water will be shipped to Israel in huge
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plastic barges. Infrastructure work alone, including the construction of
special terminals and additional pipelines, is expected to cost around
$200 million
The agreement evoked a howl of outrage from Jordan last week when
the Turkish ambassador to Amman was summoned to the Foreign
Ministry for a severe rebuke: The people of Jordan, he was told, were
displeased that the Turkish government had struck a deal to supply Israel
with water.
Turkey's President Turgat Ozal has repeatedly promised that he will
"never use the control of water to coerce or threaten," but the Syrians
and Iraqis believe that much o f the damage has already been done. In fact,
there is no legal international obligation to share natural water resources,
and "downstream" countries will increasingly be at the mercy of
"headwater" states, prompting fears that, as demand increases, water
may become a more powerful lever in regional affairs than oil ever was.
Syria relies on the Euphrates for 90 percent of its surface water, and
Shaker Bazoua, director-general of Syria's own A-Thawra Damon Lake
Assad, which is fed by the Euphrates, has been quoted as saying that the
new Turkish dam will cut the flow of the river by two-thirds. "There is
no longer a river," he said recently, "The Euphrates is dead."
Similar anxieties have been reflected in Cairo, where a symposium
was recently held to discuss the shortage of Nile water and the desperate
measures that will have to be taken in the coming decade to avoid a fullblown crisis.
The main reason for Cairo's headache is the projection that Egypt's
population, which depends almost exclusively on the Nile, will increase
from 54 million to 70 million souls within the next 10 years. For the
moment, however, Egypt's concern is focused on the activities of Israeli
technicians who are reported to be investigating the possibility of
constructing three dams on the Blue Nile, which rises in Ethiopia, to
provide irrigation for an ambitious Ethiopian agricultural development
program.
Such a project, Egypt fears, could radically reduce the flow of Blue
Nile water into its Delta region, cutting supplies by up to 20 percent.
Cairo has reportedly dispatched a blunt warning to Addis Ababa that it
See Water page 6
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Good Tidings from Japan

L. to R. - Sr. Junko's Mother, Br. Todd & son
Kyle Alexander, Sr. Junko Kamada
Toyohashi Convention
From page 1

The Ecclesia studies are progressing with a
concentration on Volume Six on the Organization, Law, Discipline, and Call of the New
Creation. The Organization chapter was translated by Sr. Junko and then word processed by
Br. Takeki Ishikawa for use in the meeting.
Study outlines were prepared and these were
translated by Sr. Etsuko and Sr. Mariko with
Sr. Junko's assistance. They were word processed to be used in home study preparation as
well as for Class study.
The response has been encouraging, especially from those who only speak Japanese.
Participation in a class study is very difficult
for our Japanese brethren because it is contrary to the way in which they are taught in
school. Those who have learned to speak
English are more free to participate.
The Sixth Chapter of Volume Six was essentially covered at our convention which was
held in Toyohashi on Nov. 23,24. The theme
was the Law of the New Creation. (Gal. 5:1)
One discourse was based on the theme text.
Br. Norio Fukuzawa spoke on 'Being Led of
the Spirit'; and Br. Takeki Ishikawa spoke on
`Blessing,' which he elaborated on the purpose, selection and sanctification ofthe Promised Seed. Br. Todd Alexander spoke on the
`Law of God as it Relates to the Covenants in

Br. Todd served the Ecclesia the following
week with a discourse on 'The Second Presence of Our Lord.'
The public follow-up work is increasing
due to personal witnessing by the brethren and
the increased number of contacts and friendships that Sr. Peg and I have developed through
our activities here and public witness work.
When we originally came to Japan we wanted
to establish a beachhead. However, after 20
years and the service and sacrifice of many
brethren we now have a beachhead and potentially two Ecclesias and consecrated brethren.
By efforts on both sides and with the Lord's
help, the language barrier is gradually being
overcome and we rejoice to see the work
beginning to move forward at a greater pace.
May the Lord be praised, and may all things
work together for a speedy completion of the
New Creation.
Br. Takeki Ishikawa
each Age.' His second talk was an illustrated
talk on the ' Great Pyramid and the Divine Plan
of the Ages.' The final session was a study
discourse on the prophecies of Ezekiel 38 and
39, and those prophecies that relate to the
current events o f present day. The convention
was small but a rich blessing to all.

Paul saw the vision ofthe third heaven
complete,
And thus gave his life to see it replete.
This heavenly vision he passed to us
That we may respond to the mystery
thus,
As thrones crumble about us and the
end draws near,
We run with more diligence, to help
make the Kingdom appear!

Water From page 5

will not tolerate any attempt to interfere with
the flow of the Nile. "Egypt," said one
Western official, echoing dire warnings emanating from Washington in recent years, "will
go to war to protect its Nile Waters. There is
absolutely no doubt about that."
The Present Situation

The Sea of Galilee that feeds the Jordan
River is at an all time low. Israel has drastically cut back water for agriculture. Israel is

already pumping water from the Litani River,
the northern border of its buffer zone in southern Lebanon. This is one of the reasons Syria
is demanding Israel's complete withdrawal
from Lebanon. The great influx of Russian
Jews is severely aggravating Israel's water
crisis.
Turkey is emerging as the Middle East
"water superpower". This could be significant. Remember Turkey (Togarmah) is allied

with Russia in Gog's invasion of Ezekiel 38.
Under the urging of the United States, Turkey is to host a conference of Middle East
nations to discuss the water crisis.
In the multilateral negotiations of the current peace conference, water also will be on
the agenda. So far Syria is refusing to participate until Israel makes certain concessions.
See Water back panel
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"Divine Plan" on Radio Begins 20thYear
Fort Worth Bible Students,Texas
A Message to Co-Laborers in the Harvest Work
The harvest message served to the household
of faith by our Lord through the ministry o f Br.
Russell is beautiful, faith-strengthening and
encouraging. We are endeavoring to pass this
Truth on to all who are spiritually hungry.
Letters continually being received indicate
that there are many who are in need of this
food. We wish to thank you for your part in
carrying on this work of serving the Truth to
the household of faith. January, 1992, will
mark the beginning of the 20th year of
broadcasting the "Divine Plan" program by
means o f radio. One year later (1974), the first
television program on the subject of "The
Three Ways" was recorded. Program #185 on
"The Whole Armor of God" will soon be
completed. Little did we realize in 1973 that
the work would continue this long. Over the
years, thousands of First Volumes have been
mailed to those responding to the program.
Several have gone on to consecration. Others
of the household of faith are still appreciating
the "Divine Plan" program, "The Divine
Plan Journal," and Studies in the Scriptures.
During the month of November, 1991, orders for 19 Studies in the Scriptures were
received and mailed. Since the first printing
o f this book, approximately 9,500 copies have
been distributed.
Millions of people have the opportunity to
hear the Truth over the television and radio.
We are confident that our loving heavenly
Father and our dear Redeemer will continue to
supervise the work of gathering the "jewels."
What a privilege it is to be co-laborers in the
grand and wonderful harvest work!
Ft. Worth Bible Students
P. 0. Box 4085
Ft. Worth, TX 76164
(819) 590-9379

Following are some recent letters received
from those who appreciate the message of
truth going forth over the air:

"Spirit Uplifted" "I have watched your
program on CH 4 KTBY in Anchorage,
Alaska a couple of times. What an uplifting of
my spirit! I have written it down on my
calendar so not to miss it. I only wish it could
last longer and every day..."(AK)
Searching for Answer: Where Are the
Dead? "I've been watching your program for

a few weeks now and I enjoy it very much.
`Where Are the Dead?' I've been searching
for this answer for some time. Please send me
a transcript, booklet on this. I also would like
to subscribe to your monthly letter or booklet
teachings." (NJ)

on Sunday...your program was presented with
the most interesting, factual information, in a
format that was both dignified and well
ordered. Also, please include a statement of
your beliefs." (LA)
"Impressed with accuracy and
comprehension" "I very recently have seen

your program of the Divine Plan on CH 22 in
the Seattle, Wash. area at 12 noon. I was very
impressed by the accuracy and
comprehension of the subject matter. It is a
joy to have such programs on the air. I will
continue to watch it." (WA)
"Lord calling me out of Babylon"

"Never heard Bible brought out this
way" "I was watching your program this

morning. It was very interesting to me as I had
never heard the Bible brought out in this
manner. I would appreciate it if you would
send me your message on 'The World was not
formed in vain, but to be inhabited."' (GA)
"'Journal' and 'Studies' sure helping
me" "Sure glad that I started seeing you on

TV over a year ago. The Divine Plan Journal
and the books of Studies in the Scriptures sure
are helping me more to understand the Bible.
Hope I could meet some one close by to study
and understand the Bible more and to pray
together. I am 72 and will continue to learn
more and to watch your program." (IL)
Wants to attend meetings in Chicago

"Please send information concerning your
organization. I live in the Chicago area and I
would like to attend your meetings. I never
heard teaching like yours before. Also, please
send literature so I can read. I appreciate it so
much. I enjoy your program and God bless
you." (IL)
Format "dignified and well ordered"
-

"Please send me a copy o f the booklet offered

Afflicted From page 2
Sr. Sandra Chastain (14950 East 300 North, Hope, IN 47246)

writes: "Blest be the ties that bind our hearts in Christian love. Br. David
and I appreciated so very much all the cards, letters, phone calls, flowers,
personal visits and continued prayers the past 18 months during his
illness.
"We appreciated your time, sacrifices, love and words of encouragement that were such a blessing to us, at just the right time when we needed
it most. For this I want to thank all you dear brethren, and for the love and
concern you have shown to me and the family since David's death.

"Thank you for the eye-opening book Studies
in the Scriptures. This book has helped me to
understand the Bible more clearly than any
other aid I have found. I now see the false
doctrines I have been a part of, the
misconceptions of divine truth passed down
by man. The Lord has applied his eye salve
and now I can see he is calling me out of
Babylon. Thank you for your work in the
harvest with our Lord. Enclosed is a small
donation perhaps to be used for opening the
eyes of someone else. The Lord bless you."
(FL)

Morning Resolve and
Vow Cards
The Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope
has a card supply of the Morning Resolve
and Vow Unto the Lord. Printed oncreamcolored stock they are offered in two sizes:
Large, unlaminated 5 5/8 x 11 1/4, $.15
Large, laminated (same size) $.50
Small, laminated 3 3/8 x 6 1/2, $.30
Prices include postage. Order from:
Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope, P.O.
Box 61, Hope, IN 47246

"Please continue to remember me in your prayers as now a new
chapter in my book of life begins. I pray that I can be as faithful in
determining the Lord's will and proceeding with courage, as my dear
husband did. He was a wonderful example to me and our family of full
faith and trust in God. A few weeks before he died one of the brethren
told him they wished they could relieve some of his misery and he
replied, "Oh, but the cup that the Father has poured for me, should I not
drink it?"
"May the Lord continue to bless each of you spiritually this new year.
Christian love,"
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A Talk on Faith a Big Ebenezer!
Br. James Heeg, Columbus, Ohio ecclesia.
-

Two Lessons that Increased Faith
Sr. Suzanne Jambor, Oakland County Bible Students (Michigan).

"There are many, many times that the Lord has helped me but I'll just
mention two. When my daughter was about 2 years old, we lived down
South on a busy road. We had pecan trees and I was gathering nuts off
the ground. I had my eyes off her two minutes and she ran out into the
street. All of a sudden I heard screeching tires and I ran out, and there
was an old Cajun man holding her. I thanked the Lord that he was the
person who stopped. She could have been run over, or a creep could have
grabbed her and we never would have seen her again. I feel the Lord
overruled that this man stopped - dear old man! I was so thankful to the
Father because I felt at that point like the most negligent mother on earth.
I can see this many times in trying to bring up children in the way they
should go. The Lord's overruling may be with a particular teacher, or
where I made a mistake or just didn't know, and the Lord protected us.
"Then there was an incident when I was going to Chicago this past
summer I was alone in one of our clunky old cars - it was evening and
getting dark. I was on areal busy road and my front tire blew out. I drove
off the side of the road - I didn't have a spare tire, and thought I would
have to walk to a gas station - and I was scared. All of a sudden a car
pulled over, and the most wonderful, normal looking people were
looking at me, people my parent's age. They said in a wonderful
Southern accent, 'Are you all in trouble honey?' I felt the Lord sent these
people to rescue me off the road, as it turned out I was in a really rough
section. They have a daughter my age and were going in the opposite
direction. The woman said to her husband, 'That could be our daughter
over there.' They turned around, came back and just as they picked me
up there was a gang coming up the embankment I hadn't seen them, I
was so intent on walking to the gas station. I don't know if they meant
to help me, but they looked pretty rough. The couple took me to the gas
station and stayed with me while my car was towed in, and they said they
would bring me home if a tire couldn't be found for it.
"I was going to pick up Sr. Betty Precup and take her back to Detroit
and thought, Why did this happen? What am I doing wrong? I had a bad
attitude and it was a real reproof to me, and a lesson that increased my
faith. It helped me learn to trust the Lord more and was a real faithstrengthening experience!..."
Comment by Br. Burns: "An Ebenezer stone is to be marked for
ourselves, but it should also be shared with others."
Guardian Angels with us in our Ebenezers
Sr. Mollie Heidelbach, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

"There are many Ebenezers in Br. Ed's and my life and we are very
thankful for all of them. Our latest one was coming here. We left our
home at 7 o'clock intending to be here in 12 hours. We took Highway
30 and somehow got lost and found ourselves in Pittsburgh. There are
so many streets there and now-a-days old people don't just roll down the
window and ask anybody how to get anywhere. But we did it in
Pittsburgh and a young couple said, very apprehensively, 'Don't get out
of your car or ask anybody in this area, just go up to the hotel and ask
inside. Br. Ed turned around and we went to a filling station and a police
woman was there. She told us some way to go but at our age we forgot
which turn she told us. We felt like a fly in a spider web.
"But we thanked the Lord because in both cases these people we did
ask were very careful over us. 'What were these old people doing on the
streets this late?' We told them we were from Wisconsin going to a Bible
convention. The Lord directed us, for all of a sudden, we saw a 51-S sign
- that must be the way to the convention. We were very thankful, though
we got here at 11 not 7 o'clock. It was a wonderful experience to know
that even people of the world worry about old people.
"We've had many Ebenezers in our lives and I'm sure when we get
beyond the veil we'll thank our guardian angels in all the Ebenezers they
have protected us. We thank the Lord daily for his help in every time of
need, and especially for the gift of his dear Son."

"As some know, I had the summer off and one of the weeks in summer
I was very, very sick. I hadn't been so sick in quite awhile. This was the
time my wife was taking her parents to Cincinnati to the doctor. Her
mother was having her tests and so on. This day I got a call at home that
they had a flat tire with the car. I had to go down to fix it! I was too sick
to go down, I thought, but what could I do. I tried and the end result was
three real blessings came out of that flat tire. First one, the flat tire
occurred about a mile and a half from Sr. Raffel's home and they were
able to borrow her car and make it to Cincinnati and their doctor's
appointment without a problem.
"Secondly, when I got there the flat was conveniently about onefourth mile from a tire retailer chain where I bought the tire. I could nurse
the car over there without much trouble.
"The third thing, these were brand new tires on the car, three weeks
old. When I bought them, for some reason, I spent an extra 5 bucks for
tire insurance. When I got to the tire dealer he said, 'Three weeks old,
that's zero mileage.' I got a brand new tire for free and then was able to
return the car to where it had been, and resume being sick...
"The bigger Ebenezer for me was a talk by a brother on Faith. He
talked about why our faith gets tested. I went home and felt so built up
by that talk, I built an Ebenezer there. By hearing that talk in the car at
the time, I was reforti fled and started doing the things you have to do to
find a job. At the same time a lot ofbrethren said to me, 'We are specially
praying for you.' I can't remember when so many at one time said that
to me, I could almost feel the prayers going up. Within three weeks
things started happening again and I got some temporary employment.
Finally, through the prayers of the brethren (they prayed so hard) I got
two job offers the same day - I only wanted one. I chose to return to my
old job when they asked me to come back. I was restored to my old
benefits, my old vacation, my old everything as though I had never left.
I felt that was a real Ebeneer too. It started with a cassette tape in the car
driving home one day feeling a bit depressed because things weren't
working out. That was a big experience for me, and the Lord helped, so
we built a stone there. I want to thank the brethren for those prayers. I'm
grateful..."
"Ebenezers Coming and Going"
Sr. Vera Malik, Delaware Valley ecclesia.

"...In our Class we have had Ebenezers coming and going. Sr. Barbara
Green lost her daughter Debbie in a car accident, she died instantly. Br.
George Eldridge moved to Florida. Br. George Kozack went swimming
on a Monday night after a convention and after swimming something
happened to him at the 'Y.' Fortunately, there was a doctor and a medic
there and they revived him He hasn't been the same since and he is not
an elder anymore because he cannot cope. He is ill all the time.
"Br. Jack Wolvin (Sr. Ruth's husband, - she is here) went in for an
operation. The doctor cut something by accident which led to his leg
being amputated., and finally he died. Then we had Sr. Anita in our hall
at Easter Seals, she tripped over a step while carrying hymn books and
hurt her leg. She is an elderly sister and we love her very much. Easter
Seals said, 'We have no insurance.' Now this is Easter Seals that has a
lot of children attending this building - they don't have insurance? Her
daughter, Barbara Green works as a court reporter in Philadelphia for a
lot of lawyers. She asked and got good advice, so that took care of Easter
Seals. Really, the Lord was wonderful. Then we had Br. Bill Matlack
- he was a wonderful elder and we loved him. He went in for an operation
or to be checked over and the doctor said 'You have to stay." He had
a very bad heart. Then he died that same day. Not expecting this it was
a great shock to all of us. This all happened in about 1-2 years and now,
we were without an elder.
"I went to a convention a year ago in May and heard Br. Len Griehs
give a testimony and later talked to him in line at lunch time, never
knowing he would be our elder. Then one day we heard he was moving
to Philadelphia. It's like the Lord knew we really needed him The Lord
See Brethren page 10
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Century Center, east view

A Thrilling Witness at South Bend
The Northwest Indiana Bible Students,
together with the new little group at South
Bend, Indiana (See Testimonies) were
enthusiastic about having a public meeting
after many years of no meetings or activity in
this area. The Chicago Ecclesia joined in this
effort of showing "For This Cause," on
Saturday, October fifth. The hall chosen by
the local friends was the Century Center, a
picturesque art center on the St. Joseph River,
in the center of South Bend.
It was encouraging when some visitors arrived as much as an hour before the 7:30
starting time, but the final number of 600 was
a great surprise! The entire hall was filled.
During the showing the audience gave rapt
attention and seemed very appreciative of the
message, clapping enthusiastically at the end
of the film.
The Chicago friends came with a book table
which was a wonderful contribution. Set up at
the rear of the auditorium, it offered an assortment of small booklets, Tabernacle Shadows,

even started. Some visitors that arrived way
ahead of time came to the book table to browse
and talk with brethren giving opportunity to
witness to more of them. After the film, a
minister came up and requested Tabernacle

The Photo Drama of Creation, Studies in the
Scriptures; and a supply of VCR tapes of "For

Four ofSouth bend Class: L to R: 1st row, Srs.
Marilyn & Ann Pliska, Aletha Holloway, lnd
row: Srs. Clara Witzak, Ruth Burns, Florence
Niemyski, 3rd row: Brs. Eugene Burns, David
Niemyski

-

This Cause," "King of Kings," and also
"The Great Pyramid." Items in every category were sold. About 20 of the VCR tapes
o f " For This Cause" were sold before the film

Shadows that had been mentioned in the film.

Another wanted the Photodrama for his children. Many of the visitors came back to the
book table before leaving for further discussion and questions.
The audience was comprised o f many faiths
-- Mennonites, Protestants and Catholics, including clergy, and many dignified young
couples, as well as families. Upon witnessing
to many of the visitors about the kingdom,
using the chart in the magazine First Volume,
the consensus seemed to be "Let's have it,
we're ready!" About 125 magazine First
Volumes were given out at the showing, and
an additional 50 were mailed later. The question "Are You Jehovah's Witnesses?" was
asked many times during the evening. It was
a joy for the South Bend brethren to hear the
Truth being preached so beautifully and to see
the reception it received. A memorable evening
for all!
Advertising in newspapers was the principal form of promotion used: one ad in a
weekly shopper publication, and four successive ads in the larger daily newspaper during
the week of the showing. About 375 window
cards and 2,000 tracts were distributed in
South Bend and nearby towns. The mailing
list was also utilized. ❑

Ecclesia Information

New Address

Secretaries

Westville-Clinton Ecclesia of CT

Chicago Bible Students

Daniel Larson
5445 W. 149th Street
Oak Forest, IL 60452
(708) 535-2066

New Brunswick (NJ) Bible Students
Mrs. 0. B. Elbert

Mrs. George Shuck
71 Gorham Ave.
Hamden, CT 06514

113 Kamm
South River, NJ 08882
(908) 390-1292

Miami Valley Bible Students

Salem Bible Students

Richard Peddemors
14791 Lampert Road
St. Marys, OH 45885
(419) 394-4658

Mrs. Leonard Moore
1488 Barnes Ave. S.E.
Salem, OR 97306

The Memorial Supper
Thursday evening,
April 16, 1992
after six o'clock
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answered our prayers and we've been thrilled ever since.
"I pray for my brethren throughout the world. I pray for all your
children every day because the world is not where we want to be. I thank
the elders who serve us. I thank Eugene Burns because he was the elder
when I first came into the Truth. I asked a stupid question, 'Who is
Israel?' He gave me the answer and I've been in the Truth ever since,
and I thank my heavenly Father for it."
Prayer for Witness Privileges Answered
Sr. Millie Szatko, Chicago, Illinois

"I had a couple of experiences I want to relate. I'm selling my house
- on my own. I had a sign out front and the first to come was a couple.
The man saw some tracts around the house and asked 'Are you a
Christian?' I said, 'Yes' and we started to talk about the Truth and about
the trinity. He couldn't see it, could never understand it, but accepted
it. He wanted me to carry a mortgage, but I couldn't do that.
"Another time a woman wanted to see the house for a friend. She
came in and also noticed the tracts. When I was younger I used to tract
with Sr. Angeline Majka and enjoyed that. As the years went by we had
to give it up, except for an occasional tract on the plane or somewhere.
So I prayed to the Lord that I'd like some experiences like I had before
to witness to someone. When this woman came by my prayers were
answered. The man came by, and now this woman was asking what I
believed. She was a Pentecostal. I said I knew a sister that was
Pentecostal - it was Sara Ruggirello. She said, `I'd like to meet her.'
They came to my house and we talked about 3 hours. They were talking
in Italian and I didn't understand it. When they came to a scripture, Sr.
Sara gave me the scripture to read. It was a nice opportunity and I
rejoiced in that and it uplifted me to continue on..."

brethren there were overwhelmed. It seems there has been no witness
in that area for quite awhile. It was well received and the people are very
receptive to the idea of a Kingdom...It has been a wonderful experience
and evidently, we needed it at this time..."
Overjoyed to Attend Conventions Again
Sr. Bernice Bushlus, West Suburban Bible Students, Illinois

"This is my first Fort Worth Convention, I always wanted to be here. I
am overwhelmed at being able to attend conventions again after a period
of being isolated because of circumstances. But the Lord has richly
blessed me and I am thankful to him for all his goodness - the spirit of
love that has prevailed throughout all the places I've been, Hope,
Indiana; New Brunswick, NJ and now here. I am rejoicing, I cannot
express it. I am also very excited about the consecration of Br. Donald
Englishman. I was very close to his mother in my early walk in this
narrow way. I wish I could see her and share with her the feeling of j oy
that I know prevails. I am thankful to the Lord for giving us this new
member.
"There is one other thing I wanted to mention, the close association
I had with Br. David and Sr. Sandy (Chastain) and the whole ecclesia.
I was a member there for about 10 years. We shared many close
experiences and I was helped immensely by their spirit of love,
helpfulness and faithfulness. It is difficult to see our dear ones having
to part this side the veil but we think of the joy awaiting all of us. Br.
David's attitude is so beautiful, but it is not surprising having known
him, and the thoughts expressed before are similar to my own. I continue
to think of our dear ones on the other side of the veil and their
faithfulness, and we want to be faithful also. I am thankful to renew
acquaintances of brethren I haven't seen for many years, and to make
new ones. It's a real uplift to me."

Testimonies at Fort Worth, Texas October 17-20:

Born to Truth Parents
Sr. Loyce Watson, LaMesa, Texas

Truth Revived in South Bend
Sr. Ruth Burns, Northwest Indiana ecclesia.

"I am thankful to be here and see all the sweet faces and hear the good
news. It's always new and it's always good. I bring love and greetings
from our Class, which is swiftly diminishing, everybody getting old and
dying out or in rest homes. Sr. Billie Howington wanted to be
remembered, she is in a rest home there in our home town. My two
natural sisters in Waco, Sr. Abbie Watson and Sr. Esther McCool, in
Comanche County wanted to be remembered. I want to say that I love
the Truth and the brethren, I've been exposed to the Truth all my life. I
was born to Truth parents and my mother had the privilege of coming
here to Fort Worth and hearing Br. Russell speak on his last trip that he
made (75 years ago). I ask an interest in all your prayers that I may
remain faithful."

"...We're from Northwest Indiana ecclesia which is a small Class seven consecrated and three others. For many years we have been trying
to witness and get a few new members, but somehow we were never
successful. Sometime ago we even had a painful loss - one o f the couples
in the Class lost their son in an auto accident.
"We have been having some very happy experiences in South Bend,
Indiana - about 70 miles east ofus. Sometimes we plan to do things our
way and then it gets turned around another way. It's still a very rich
blessing. A sister at South Bend listens to the 'Divine Plan' program on
television and wrote to George asking for someone to help them in that
area. We got the response, and the privilege has been a real blessing. The
Class there is about 3 months old. It consists o f mostly children of Bible
Students. Their parents are gone but they did a very good job of teaching
them the Truth. It has stayed with them even though they have lived their
adult lives practically outside the fellowship of the brethren. Some met
with small nearby churches because they thought they could witness
there though they never joined the churches.
"We are enjoying reviving the Truth in their lives. The first meeting
was in a Bank conference room. We came in with the Chart and put it
up. They all gathered around the Chart, all talking at once - 'What is this
line?' and 'What is that line?' It was thrilling for all ofus. Our ecclesia,
all seven ofus, went to the first meeting. That's the way it has been and
they are getting into the spirit of fellowship. They even sent their love
as a class, to this convention. They are learning about things like the
Newsletter and think it is wonderful. I'm taking some back to them.
"They forgot about the Tabernacle so we re-introduced it - then they
remembered. When you are not associating with the brethren you lose
things. Then we said, 'Why not have a testimony meeting?' They said,
`Oh no, we couldn't have a testimony meeting.' It seems too intimidating to them. We are certain, however, when they try it they will think
it's wonderful.
"On top of that, we had a public meeting which surprised everyone
of us. We didn't expect such a response - about 600 came out. The

Letters of Testimony
Rejoicing in Truth
Br. Robert Stock, Fort Worth, Texas.

"I received a copy of the Bible Students Newsletter from George
Wilmott and would like to subscribe. I have been meeting with the Fort
Worth Ecclesia and rejoice with the truth. I am a former Jehovah's
Witness and thought I understood the doctrine of the Ransom until I read
the Divine Plan of the Ages.
"I can't put into words how it feels to meet with people who truly have
the truth. I would really like to be able to read about Bible Students in
other places, and I was thrilled with the accounts of brothers and sisters
in Eastern Europe..."
From Darkness to Light
Br. Ford J. Hamilton, Oakland County Michigan ecclesia

"It was a chance visit to a library in Ohio some years ago that lead me
to stumble upon Pastor Russell's Studies in the Scriptures. At the time
I was researching a short talk to be given at a local Kingdom Hall.
Having been raised one of Jehovah's Witnesses, I knew we had been told
our beliefs traced their origins to Pastor Russell but that he did not have
See Brethren page 11
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New Brethren in Christ

"The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are." 1 Cor. 3:17

Immersions 1991
At Akron, OH March 9: (all of Akron Bible Students Ecclesia)
Sr. Debbie Hnatt, heard Truth from Br. John Ashley
Br. Robert Palone, heard Truth from Sr. Debbie Hnatt (they have since

married)
Br. Rick Thomas, immersed on August 17, received witness from Br.
Rick Maselli who se son Jason was a co-worker of Br. Thomas.
At Jackson, MI, Sept. 1:
Sr. Marcia Yakes, Oakland County (Mich.) ecclesia, received the
Dawn Magazine for five years; left name at Michigan Fair Booth, then

First Vol. study with Sr. Lynn York led to consecration.
At Fort Worth, TX Oct. 19:
Br. Donald Englishman, Durango, CO, son of Sr. Helen of Chicago,

grandson of the late Br. and Sr. Caja prominent in Chicago Polish Bible
Students.

Br. Donald Englishman, Br. Eleos Mundell

Brethren from page 10
the full picture of God's purpose for mankind. "New truths" and

"light" had been revealed since the time the Jehovah's Witnesses had
been formed in July 1931. What I found however as I read through the
Studies in the Scriptures was a depth of Bible understanding that far
exceeded anything I had ever read in the Watchtower magazine. Since
I had been told that those who hold strictly to Pastor Russell's writings
were locked in a "time warp" of the 19th century past and that the Bible
Students were part of a class called the "Evil Slave" - full of conflicting
divisions and thus to be avoided (and even feared by many of the
Witnesses), I kept my feelings about Pastor Russell's original writings
secret in my heart. But doubts began to grow. In time the Lord saw fit
to free me from many of the errors I had been taught since my youth.
"From 1966 to 1970 I attended the world headquarters of Jehovah's
Witnesses, becoming a zealous member of the Bethel Family. Although
many aspects of the style and spirit of Pastor Russell's original Brooklyn
Tabernacle prevailed, it was soon obvious to me that years of change had
brought about a structure that was both military and rigidly controlled.
All were to follow the 'Organization' - the governing body - who, we
were told, was the 'faithful and wise servant."
"Soon I became a loyal soldier of this 'organization.' I joined
hundreds of brothers who marched every morning to the printing plant
in what came to be called "The Bethel Stomp." Finally, local
pedestrians of Brooklyn Heights complained enough to get us to slow
down and not run them over.
"To be sure there were many devout and zealous brothers serving at
Bethel but we were all being poured into a 'theocratic' mold of strict
loyalty to the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society. In time, I became a
congregation overseer and traveling representative.
"Yet Bethel had become a biblical "Peyton's Place." Only a book
would tell all the stories I could reveal. Something was not
right...Individual Bible research, or even treating members of the Bethel
Family as individual, thinking Christians was discouraged. Fall in line,
all!
"It has taken over 30 years for me to find the 'real truth' of the Bible
Students. I thank God for His help in this regard! For yet there is much
to correct in my former thinking. But the love and warmth of my newfound 'brethren' stirs my heart. Are they not more like the early
Christians than any others now on earth? Indeed they are!" ❑

Romanian Trip Highlights - October, 1991

Progress Report - Computer Work in Romania

The primary purpose of this visit was to setup a second computer system
in the city of Baia Mare and to assist the Romanian brethren in as many
ways as possible. The computer work went better than expected,
allowing for much more time to visit and serve the brethren throughout
the northwest portion of the country. The following cities and villages
were visited during the month:

The brethren in Cluj-Napoca have 21 different computer projects in
various stages of completion as of 10/31/91. These documents range in
size from one-page tracts to larger booklets (all for public witness work).
A number of Reprint articles have been translated and entered into the
computer for eventual printing and distribution to the brethren. Some
original artwork has been designed on computer for use on the tracts
while others are being "scanned in" by the Romanian brethren.
The brethren in Baia Mare just received their computer system in
October, but are already hard at work on entering Truth material for
future publication. ❑

Cluj-Napoca
Baia Mare
Blidar
Sighet
Iapa
Mare
Finisel
Gadalin

Various
Various
10/8
10/9
10/10
10/10
10/15
10/16

Cimpia Turzii
Zalau
Br. Gallis
Paniceni
Manistireni
Tirgu-Mures
Cucerdea
Timisoara

10/18
10/19
10/20
10/20
10/25
10/26-27
10/27
10/30 - 11/1

Shorter trips were made by car and longer ones (Cluj to Baia Mare and
Cluj to Timisoara,) by train. The brethren in each place sent many
greetings to the brethren in America.
Volume studies were conducted in two of the places visited. The
brethren are not familiar with our method of study and found these
sessions to be helpful and informative. Most of the gatherings were for
a question meeting, or discourse followed by questions. The nature of
the questions showed a good degree of personal understanding and
familiarity with both the Bible and Br. Russell's writings.
❑

Romanian Fund
Financial Report

May 10 to November 30, 1991
Beginning balance May 10, 1991
Contributions & Interest
Expenses
Ending balance November 30, 1991

5,460.16
1,020.72
5,630.48
850.40
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Parliament of World's Religions
Excerpts
from a
pamphlet on
the Council

Council for a Parliament of the World's
Religions was formed in the Spring of1988 to
prepare for a centennial celebration of the
World's Parliament of Religions held in
Chicago in 1893.*
History

In 1893 the world turned its attention to
Chicago when the city hosted the World's
Columbian Exposition. During the Exposition, congresses were held in the areas of
government, jurisprudence, finance, science,
literature and religion "to bring about a real
fraternity of nations and unite the enlightened
people ofthe whole earth in a general cooperation for the attainment of the great ends for
which humanity is organized."
The World's Parliment of Religions was
the centerpiece and the most remarkable ofthe
many congresses that were held as part of the
Exposition. To prepare for the event a steering
committee composed of sixteen Christian and
Jewish leaders from the Chicago area sent

over ten thousand letters of invitation to religious leaders throughout the world. The Parliament brought together some four hundred
men and women representing forty-one denominations and religious traditions. It lasted
seventeen days in September of 1893. Of all
the congresses, the Parliament of Religions
was by far the most popular with the public
and the press. Audiences of four thousand or
more attended each of the daily sessions.
The Parliament has been called a watershed
event in American history. It was the first
encounter between Christianity and the religions of the East on common ground. It saw
the assertion of Catholicism and Judaism as
mainstream American religions....It became
the beginning of religious pluralism in the
new world. Non-western religions also have.
recognized its importance. Several, such as
Hinduism and Buddhism, trace their beginnings in the West to their participation in the
1893 Parliament of Religions. As one contemporary described the event, "It was, perhaps,
the most important religious gathering which
has ever assembled." According to another,
the Parliament marked "a new era in the
evolution of religious life for the world."
The 1993 Parliament

Scheduled for ten days in August, the 1993
Parliament will offer the religious, lay and
academic communities a wide range of opportunities for united action.... During the week

thematic congresses will address critical world
issues, seeking fresh approaches to problems
of vital concern - poverty, racism, ecology,
and world peace. Thus the Parliament will
endeavor to integrate the spiritual life of individual, community, and world. Representatives of religion and science will meet to foster
communication and mutual understanding.
The Parliament also will highlight the unique
contributions of the various traditions to the
development of personal spirituality. The
closing plenary will include...a proclamation
of a Declaration on Human Values, and an
invocation of blessing on the twenty-first
century.... Modern communications technology will make it possible to extend the impact
of the 1993 Parliament throughout the world.
A Legacy for the Future

The centenary of the World Parliament of
Religions offers a unique opportunity for the
community of religions to come together in a
spirit of harmony and friendship. We strive to
build on the foundation of the original Parliament of 1893, an atmosphere of peace and
unity, truth and clarity. We work to establish
interfaith understanding and cooperation at
the local level, and we are committed to
address issues of global significance as the
world moves into the twenty-first century. ❑
s...The 1893 Parliament of Religions is
covered in Vol. IV "The Battle of
Armageddon" pp. 181 242.
-

Bible Students Committee for Africa - Annual Report, 1991
The Committee Chairman's account ofannual
activities in Africa is also a resume of those
over the past 12 years. This review is helpful
as many positive aspects of the state of our
brethren there can be forgotten through
infrequent mention of them. Following is an
edited account of the report. Ed.

During the early years ofthe work o f BS CFA
several brethren visited Africa - Nigeria in
particular. These visits were two weeks to
three months and were spent in follow-up of
the large number of responses from radio
broadcasts, magazine advertising and tracts.
Also, a good number of Nigerians in the
southeast of the country had access to the
Volumes through the work of the Laymen's
Home Missionary Movement. These had
spread the knowledge of the Divine Plan
through a network of independent churches.
Frequently, individual contacts would result
in an opportunity to speak to whole congregations. But the American brethren desired to
establish regular continuing studies among
the interested in Nigeria. Our labors focused
on this aspect during an extended visit of two
brethren about 12 years ago. Through the
continued labors of the brethren there, three
classes subsequently developed which have
continued to the present: in Ibadan, in Warri,

and Lagos.
In 1983 the First Nigerian Bible Students
Convention was held - and until recently was
an annual occurrence. This convention fostered a spirit o f encouraging fellowship among
the three classes and individual brethren scattered here and there. There have been 40-50
immersions conducted by the Nigerian brethren at the various conventions of those who
know something of Present Truth (Br. Ajise
has indicated that at least five brethren from
the Ibadan ecclesia will symbolize at the 1992
Convention).
The Nigerian Elders and Deacons have had
a significant part in the programs of recent
conventions and it is this group that the American brethren's visits to the convention are
designed to encourage and support.
The growth of the classes there has come
through the witness activities of the Nigerian
brethren. While zeal and love for the Truth is
fervent in their hearts, still difficulties have
served to impede growth of the movement.
Personal trials, some personal tragedies and
struggles in the depressed economies of third
world countries, have taken a toll. The small
ecclesia in Lagos may be losing their leader
due to a move. The ecclesia at Warri - the
largest - has had some difficulties, but the love

and labors of the Nigerian brethren continue.
In addition to Class meetings, the brethren
schedule three regional conventions a year,
despite the rigors of travel and their present
economic plight. The National Convention a bi-annual - is being planned for 1992 to be,
for the first time, in the southeast area of the
country.
Meanwhile mail responses from tracts, radio, advertising and referral continue to grow,
and many show an understanding of the message received. Ten brethren in America respond to these requests either by letter or send
back the appropriate literature and study questions.
Literature distributed in the past year, to
ecclesias and individuals: 327 First Volumes,
235 Bibles, 6,092 books, booklets, tracts. These
and the outgoing postage are the bulk of
BSCFA expenses - about $4-5,000 a year.
Possible radio broadcasts into East Africa
to test the interest level are being considered.
A taped discourse service has been set up for
the ecclesias.
Funds on hand at Oct. 31, 1991 - $1,215. For
additional information, contact: Chairman,
BSCFA, 46120 West Road, Novi, MI 48377;
(313) 669-7123. 1:)
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Harvest News
"The husbandman that laboreth must be first partaker of the fruits." 2 Tim. 2:6

Fair Booth Witne ssing
Fruitful Efforts in Michigan

"The Lord allowed us to sell 736 paperback
First Volumes and 12 complete sets at the
Michigan State Fair this year" a spokesman
for the Oakland County Bible Students said.
Eighty-four First Volumes (paperback) and
two sets of Volumes were sold at the smaller
Wayne County Fair.
The Class policy is to sell literature at cost,
and to give away only tracts and two small
booklets (Hope and A Ray of Hope). At both
fairs the booklet, "How to Study the Bible and
Have it Make Sense" was the most popular,
followed by "Church Union and the AntiChrist" and "Where Are the Dead?"
This year the Ecclesia offered for the first
time, videos of "For This Cause," "King of
Kings," "Israel - Appointment With Destiny," and "The Great Pyramid." The slight
interest shown in these items surprised the
brethren working at the booth.
Both brothers and sisters had many experiences to report. Among them, one episode
points up that opposition always comes from
so-called "Christians." As one worker related, "A middle-aged woman, upon learning
that we didn't believe in the Trinity, caused a
great commotion and was disrupting other
discussions at the booth. She could not be
silenced. Finally, someone at another booth
called Fair Security and they ejected her physically from the building. They [Security] were
sympathetic with us," he said.

"A Light Shining in a Dark Place."
The brethren agreed in general that it is
important not to assume anything about a
person coming to the booth. Often those who
appear most unlikely, turn out to have an
interest in the Bible. It was noted that volumes
have been sold to Muslims by introducing the
chapter in Volume One on "A Divine Revelation."
A rewarding experience from the Fair concerned a man who said he already had the
Divine Plan of the Ages but hadn't read it
because it was a Jehovah's Witness book.
When assured that it wasn't, he was very
surprised because it had, in fact, been given
him by a Jehovah's Witness a year ago! He
went home and began to read it, and soon was
calling the phone numbers on the Class business card, with questions. He has since obtained the full set of Volumes and attended
several meetings. "It is interesting," a brother
said, "to find First Volumes circulating out
among the public on their own!"
The State Fair opened with good attendance
due to wide promotion, but it fell because of a
murder - a man was shot on his way to the Fair.
This incident may implement the officials'
desire to move the State Fair to another [city]
location due to low attendance and lack of
government funding. In view of the possible
loss of this witness privilege, the brethren
pray that they may be able to continue distributing Truth literature however possible, as
long as possible.

Early Follow-Up Recommended

Having a public meeting soon after the Fair
has been beneficial in the past. It capitalizes
on Class exposure at the Fair. This year the
brethren showed the Fort Worth video, "A
Stranger of Galilee." Fourteen persons attended, and two of these returned the next
week for a follow-up discourse on "Why is
God Waiting? What is the Purpose of Christianity?" This response was encouraging, as
advertising was limited to flyers at the Fair
and one mailing to the Ecclesia's list of interested.

A Fair at Newark, Delaware
Last Spring the Newark Class applied for and
was readily granted space at a two-day fair to
be held September 13-15. Their booth was
simple: A Chart and a literature table. Twelve
paperback First Volumes were sold; and 16 of
the magazine edition, many booklets and
tracts given out. Seventeen names were
obtained. The fair was open only until dusk
both days. "Considering the limited hours
and relatively small population o f our area, we
were very pleased with the results," the
Secretary said, "and we hope to do it again."
On the last day of the County fair the Class
had another booth at an Annual Community
Day Fair on the campus of the University of
Delaware. Commenting on this additional
opportunity, a member of the Class said:
"When we found that the dates conflicted we
felt we could not handle both so just applied
for the raindate the following week." But
there was a mixup and they were assigned
space on the conflicting date. "By the Lord's
grace and the help of several out-of-town
brethren," she said, "we were able to cover
the second booth as well." Fewer pieces of
literature were placed but the brehren rejoiced
to be "a light" there as well. As one said, "It
is a wonderful blessing to discuss the Plan of
God with others!"
"These fairs do not have the grand results
that larger ones have had" the Secretary of the
Newark class writes, "but we thought it [this
report] might be an encouragement to smaller
classes who do not have access to larger State
Fairs." ❑
"Preach the Word; be instant in season,
out of season." 2 Tim. 4:2

"...we are to have such a love for the Truth,
such an earnest desire to serve it we will
gladly...do so no matter how inconvenient to
ourselves. It is the chief business of our
lives...and no opportunity for service must be
laid aside." Manna, Aug. 28
Michigan State Fair Booth, Sept. 1991 L to R - Srs Petrina Zaker, Jan Klos
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"On the Scene" Observations from Brethren in Israel
We give following excerpts from letters
addressed to Br. Michael and Sr. Alpha
Koterba from Br. Jack Campbell and Br.
Arden Bausch in Israel. We are grateful to the
Koterbas for sharing them.

Br. Arden Bausch, August 1991, Israel

"Shalom... from the ever receding shores of
the Sea of Galilee. After the third quite dry
winter and unusually hot summer the level of
earth's most famous lake is on its lowest point
in recent recorded history! There is a great
amount of water rationing here, even to
argricultural usage. Everyone is praying for a
winter of heavy moisture, and if the frenzied
activities of the ants and other insects is any
indication, it should be wetter than usual.
"The period of the Gulf Crisis now seems
like a strange dream, especially to those of us
whose houses were not wrecked or damaged.
Israelis in general were not fearful but it was
a very uncertain stressful period. Nobody
knew when, where or how many and what
kinds of missiles would come. They always
came after dark, often just at meal time when
people were around the table, or in the middle
of the night. It was especially difficult for
small children (who had to be placed in a
special plastic tent), older people living alone,
and many new immigrants - even though the
instructions were always given in eight languages, each time there was a missile attack.
A whole nation went into the sealed rooms
with gas masks on - there were enough for all.
It wasn't an easy time for us here, as we had to
seal several rooms for guests, as well as ourselves.
"Our Arab staff of six were so afraid to be
away from their families after the Gulf War
started, they didn't come to work the first
fifteen days - leaving us with all the work. All
Israelis were deeply touched that in the 40
missile attacks mostly in the Tel Aviv area,
only one person was killed. The word
"miracle" has been on the lips often this year.
What a year it has been!

"The missile miracles were soon overshadowed by far greater ones, in the month of May
when in 36 hours on 41 flights, Israel air-lifted
nearly the entire remaining Jewish population
of Ethiopia home to the promised land! It was
a real tearjerker for the whole nation. When,
in all history have so many black people been
moved so swiftly into freedom and been so
welcome as they are here in Israel? Seven
babies were born in the air, and one woman
said hers was the only one of eight children
born without pain! Not one of the 14,600 who
came on flights was injured or taken sick
during the whole operation - yet taken from a
country in the midst of revolution. We know
the Lord was guiding the whole thing according to his perfect timing. Very soon the
remaining 3,000 Ethiopian Jews will be flown
to Israel. We have about 4,000 Ethiopians
temporarily staying in the empty hotels of
Tiberias. They often still dress in native
costume. They are small people with beautiful Semitic features and seem very meek.
Stepping into a modern world from a primitive one, a few comical things have happened
- like children watching the sliding glass doors
in the hotel for hours, and moving the TV
thinking the person on it was really in the
room...
"The greatest event of our time is the
opening of the doors for the Jews in Russia and
everywhere to come home to Israel according
to Jer. 16:14,15. The nations of Eastern Europe suddenly became free so the mass of Jews
could pass through to Israel, and so they have,
and will continue on direct flights from Warsaw, Budapest and Bucharest! It is God's
time! The topsy turvy events in Moscow have
taken place above all to awaken the sleeping
Jews and cause them to make plans to leave for
Israel...
"The economy oflsrael has started to boom.
Construction of new homes and apartments is
going on in every city. Some cities are tripling
in size overnight and many whole new towns
are going up. It is even good for many Arab
construction workers
There is no unemployment there. As antiSemitism increases,
such as recent in
Brooklyn, and Israel's
economy grows, the
American Jews will
start to emigrate to Israel as well..." ❑

"Behold, he
that keepeth
Israel shall
neither
slumber nor
sleep."

Psa.

The Arden Bausches in Sealed Room

I :4

Br. Jack Campbell, Israel (no date)

"...'Behold, I will bring them from the
north country, and gather them from the coasts
of the earth; and with them the blind and the
lame, the woman with child and her that
travaileth with child together. A great company shall return thither.' Jer. 31:8
"They came with only the clothes they
were wearing, many barefoot, having been
told to report to the Israeli Embassy in Addis
Ababa for shots. And so at dawn last Friday,
14,400 of Ethiopia's Jews gathered at the
Embassy gates, little suspecting that within 33
hours they would all be delivered safely to
Israel. Home! A record was set for the
number of passengers aboard a jumbo jet that
usually carries at most 850. 1,080 boarded,
1,081 disembarked at Ben Gurion Airport. In
all, 7 babies were born in Operation Solomon;
a literal fulfillment of the above prophecy.
"The Israelis who assisted at the airport in
Addis Ababa and those waiting to receive
these Jews in Israel were filled with biblical
awe at so moving a spectacle. They, and the
rest of us who knew nothing of the operation
until it was over, unanimously acknowledge
that this modern-day exodus was far beyond
the scope of human endeavor. Just as the Red
Sea parted to make a way for the ancient
Israelites to leave Egypt, so the warring factions in Ethiopia were persuaded to hold back
their forces until the Jews had gotten out.
"In all, forty aircraft were involved; twentyeight were, at one point, in the air at one time.
And as the Jews who had been flown from
Yemen years before remembered God' s words
to Moses, 'Ye have seen what I did to the
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagle's
wings and brought you to myself.' (Exod.
19:4), likewise the Ethiopians saw their own
deliverance. Three hundred of these immigrants were brought to the absorption center
here in Arad. One said 'For 11 months we
were in a refugee camp near Addis Ababa.
There was starvation and there were diseases.
Many of us died there. Suddenly, one night
soldiers came to us and said 'This is it. Tomorrow you will fly in a plane to Israel.'
Many thanks to the King o f Israel who brought
us here.' Amen
"Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall
return, and come with singing unto Zion; and
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.
They shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away." (Isa.
51:11) And sing they did! Songs never before
heard by western Jewry, preserved through
millennia in their genetic memory.
"...By the spring of 1993, a convention is
being planned to be held in Jerusalem...a
joyous prospect has been offered me for then.
I have been asked to give the welcoming
address. This in itself fills me with profound
appreciation for the Lord's leading of us thus
far. And when I consider that this may be the
first time the consecrated church has met in
convention in Jerusalem since the days of the
Apostles, I am awe struck!" ❑
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Conventions
Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 18th Annual
July 15-19, 1992 - Wednesday through

Sunday - one extra day
Returns to: Hurstbourne Hotel & Conference
Center, Louisville, Kentucky
Program: Fifteen discourses including a

baptismal/immersion service, three
Testimony meetings, a Vesper Service, a
Panel/Question meeting on the Theme Text: 1

Peter 3:8 (RSV), and Public showing: "For
This Cause."
Cost has not been fmalized, but will be
similar to last year - slightly higher possibly.
Local restaurants can be used as before, instead of the hotel meal package for any who so
desire.
Information on registration will be released
later, and will be handled by the hotel

Individuals who want to receive a program,
or ecclesias who wish more or less than they
received previously, may contact the Secretary: James Heeg,1732 Merrydale Rd., Springfield, OH 45503-5914 (513) 390-3246.
Theme text: "Finally, all ofyou have unity
of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a
tender heart and a humble mind." (RSV)

March 26-29 Fort Worth, Texas Spring Annual, Ramada Inn, Loop

June 7 Waterbury, Connecticut Associated Bible Students Annual.

820 & Hyway 183, Hurst, TX (817) 284-9461. Theme text: Psalm 133;
Hymn #206. Opens Thur. 26, 3 p.m.; Baptismal, Sat. 1:45 p.m., Public
meeting Sun. 2:30, Tarrant County Convention Center Theater. Make
motel reservations with the Secretary: Mrs. George Wilmott, P.O. Box
4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. (817) 590-9379

Y.W.C.A. Bldg. 80 Prospect St. Secretary: Mrs. A. Tsimonis, P.O. Box
1494, Waterbury, CT 06721
June 13,14 Hope, Indiana Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope, CusterBaker Middle School, Franklin, Ind. Five Speakers. Secretary: Mrs.
David Chastain, 14950 North - 300 East, Hope, IN 47246

April 4,5 Columbus, Ohio Ike - Memorial, Columbus Bible Students.

June 26-28 Salem, Oregon Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish Rite

Whitehall activities Center, 340 Woodcliff Road; parallels Hamilton
Road to the east. Between Broad Street and Fiflh Ave. Five Speakers.
Sat. 6:30; Baptismal service. Accommodations: Ed and Luann Winske,
2441 Chambers Ave., Columbus, OH 43223. (614) 276-4947

Temple, 4090 Commercial St, SE. Programs available in March.
Secretary: Mrs Leonard Moore, 1488 Barnes Ave. SE, Salem, OR 97306

Pre-memorial Annual, Pilot
School, 100 Garden of Eden Rd. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A. T.
Armstrong, 211 Harrison Ave, New Castle, DE 19720. (302) 328-7673.
April 11-12 Wilmington, Delaware

July 3-5 New Brunswick, New Jersey Site not confirmed. Fri. study:

Book of Revelation; "Kernel Point" sessions Sat.: "What are Lessons
from Gideon's Band - Present and Future?"; "What is the Mind of
Christ?" Sun.: "Is 1881 Really Significant?"; "What is Role of Church
as Queen?" Direct inquiries to secretary: Mrs. 0. B. Elbert, 113 Kamm,
South River, NJ 08882. Tel. (908) 390-1292

April 17-19 Winnipeg, Manitoba Windsor Park Inn, 1034 Elizabeth

Rd. at Lagimodiere Blvd. (Rt. 59/20) Phone: (204) 253-2641. Five
speakers. Theme text: II Peter 3:14. Fri. 8 p.m., Theme text study.
Accommodations: Br. Frank Boychuk, 263 Moray St., Winnipeg, MB.
R3J 3A4. (204) 888-0784.

July 12-15 Denver, Colorado Colorado Bible Students Annual. Place

to be announced. For information contact: Jim Moss, 13005 W. 15th
Drive, Golden, CO 80401. (303) 238-4936
August 1,2 East Amherst, New York Western New York Bible

May 2,3 Detroit, Michigan Annual, Assoc. Bible Students of Metro

Detroit. Whitmore-Bolles School, 21501 Whitmore St, Dearborn, (313)
277-9468. Secretary: Mrs. A. Malinowski, 1701 Waverly Dr, Trenton,
MI 48185
May 23-25 Chicago, Illinois Chicago Bible Students Decoration Day

Annual. Place to be announced. For information write the Secretary:
Daniel Larson, 5445, W. 149th St, Oak Forest, IL 60452. (708) 5352066.

A First...
April 19-25 (option 2 - to May 1)

A First...since the days of the Apostles. It's
about 2,000 years since Peter spoke in
Jerusalem and instituted the convention
concept for brethren. Those who have never
visited Israel can get spiritual lessons from a
convention centered there and other Biblical
sites.

Students. Three speakers. For programs and information contact the
Secretary: Mrs. A. MacAlister, 46 Paradise Rd, East Amherst, NY
14051
Europe 1992
August 8-14 Poitiers, France Sixth Biennial International Convention

of Bible Students. Request information from International Convention,
1425 Lachman Lane, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Jerusalem Convention
Israel 1993
Over 350 Interested From U.S., Canada,
Poland, France, Germany, England, Japan,
Switzerland and Australia. English will be the
language of the Convention.

a Russian immigrant - religious and nonreligious motivations for resettling in Israel.

Highlights Garden Tomb - two discourses,

What Will It Cost?

and a lecture on why the Garden Tomb is the
site of resurrection of Jesus.

Option One $535 per person
Option Two $1,015 per person
Registration $35
Total estimated cost for entire package
including r.t. airfare from New York, $1,950
per person.

Tourings and Extended Stay Visiting

Mysteries of the Temple A special slide

Biblical sites.
Option One - April 19-25, 1993
Option Two - April 19 - May 1
Dates and arrangements have been selected
for hotel availability, low non-holiday rates
and reasonable climate.

lecture by a Hebrew University professor on
re-building issues.
A Jewish
Perspective. Special lecture on Messiah's
coming from a Jewish point of view.
Messianic Expectations:

Motivations of Jews to regather to Israel by

Information from Dawn Shallieu, Secretary,

Jerusalem Convention, 1011 Johnston Dr.,
Watchung, NJ 07060-6414 USA. Telephone:
(908) 756-4954.
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Statement of Purpose

WHEN WATER FEEDS FLAMES

is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible Students
Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is published as a
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in
the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and
wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the
Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the
Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information
for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. News items
should be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.
The Bible Students Newsletter

U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPOR Tprojected this possible scenario:
Nov.12, 1993. War erupted throughout the Middle East today
in a desperate struggle for dwindling water supplies. Iraqi forces,
attempting to smash a Syrian blockade, launched massive attacks
on the Euphrates River valley. Syria answered with missile
attacks on Baghdad. Israeli armor rolled into Syria and Jordan to
guard the Yarmuk River and thus to protect the free flow of the
Jordan. Meanwhile, Egyptian troops again opened fire as fundamentalist-led farmers, enraged by cuts in supplies from the
shrinking Nile, stormed the Presidential Palace in Cairo."
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

