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"The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad!" Psalms 126:3

Lviv: First Free Convention In Fifty-Two Years!
In July, Brs. Frank Boychuk, David Hrechuk,
John Olchowy and wife Sr. Mary - all of
Canada - traveled in Europe 20 days visiting
brethren in Poland and the Ukraine. Their
story follows on page 7. We have broken the
order of the narrative to make this first free
convention our lead story. The Convention
was held on July 13, 14. Ed.

This was the first free convention the
brethren held since 1939 - before World War
II. It was an experience in liberty many
brethren never expected to realize in their
lifetime. They rented a hall owned by a
factory - a club hall for its members - for 4
rubles and 50 kopieks (about 15 cents in
Canadian money). To hold a convention
without persecution from the "powers that
be" would not have been possible even last
year. Brethren had met secretly for years - in
homes in the countryside or deep within
forests - to avoid persecution for their beliefs.
Some brethren had served time in j ail for their
belief in the Bible. Can one imagine the joy
at this convention where there were no police
or anyone to harass them! It was like meeting
in convention in Canada or the U.S.A.
The hall had a seating capacity of about
200, with a stage and piano. We arrived an
hour early and a good number of brethren
already there, huddled around us wanting to
see the brethren from Canada, thanking us for
literature sent them, and wanting to know
which books were being printed. The

excitement of the brethren was expressed in
many speaking at once, and greeting us with
the traditional three kisses. They wanted
assurance that they were on the list for
literature, and they gave us more addresses of
other brethren wanting to receive literature.
At noon about 200 brethren had gathered
from different ecclesias around Lviv: some
from Laymen groups, a few Jehovah's
Witnesses and a few friends of the Bible
Students from the world. Others came from
Kolomaya, Luhansk (30 hours by train),

Ivana-Franklvsk, Temopil, Moldavia, and
surrounding villages around Lviv. Br.
Gregory Dowhan, Chairman, opened the
convention with an address of welcome, a
hymn and a prayer. About 30 brethren from
Rovno who were a part of the choir, sat on the
stage during the entire convention and sang a
capella, frequently between discourses. At
times all the brethren sang from a Ukrainian
hymn book based on the English hymns.
Br. John Olchowy served with the first
See Lviv page 10

Greetings in the Lord!

This issue of The Newsletter marks the 75th
anniversary of Pastor Charles Taze Russell's
death (see related article on page 9).
World-shaking events continue to increase
our appreciation for the Truth and its
stabilizing influence in our lives. Changes in
Russia and elsewhere strengthen our faith in
Bible prophecy and demonstrate the nearness
of the Kingdom.
This issue contains several reports on our
brethren in foreign lands. We trust the
personal interview with Sr. Elizabeta Precup
(page 11) will be of special interest to our
readers.
Coming in the next issue: a story on
Israel and the Middle East Water
Crisis.
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassion fail not. " Lam. 3:22
■ Sr. Jean Filip (4819 W. Palmer, Chicago IL 60639) is bereaved by the

■ Sr. Frances McKee (4920 Tulane Rd., Springfield, OH 45503) had

sudden death of her brother Fred with whom she lived. Returning from
a brief shopping trip, she found him dead - due to a heart attack. He was
64 years old. He had attended the Sunday meetings o f the Chicago Bible
Students Ecclesia since childhood and witnessed to the Truth at every
opportunity though not consecrated.
Other members of the family bereaved by his loss are sisters Clara
Filip and Isabelle Conrad, and a niece Sr. Cynthia, all of California;
another sister, Sr. Wanda Rusin and a brother Mark, both of Chicago.
Fred's cousin, Br. Erwin Kalinski gave the funeral witness.

surgery on Aug. 20 for a brain tumor, above the left ear. It was to have
taken 8-10 hours but was completed in 6 hours. The neuro-surgeon's
slipped disc was troubling him (he told the family "it about killed me
while scrubbing for surgery - standing and bending over") - but he said
after he sat down for the surgery, he had almost immediate relief and
couldn't believe how great he felt. After surgery - while talking to the
family - the pain was returning. A member said, "He didn't know it, but
the 'Great Physician' must have been working on him during surgery."
The tumor was completely wrapped around the facial nerve, and
working that close to the brain stem, there was danger that Sr. Frances
would not wake up. Providentially, the surgical team did not sever the
facial nerve with the laser, and are confident they didn't damage it either.
Sr. Frances returned home about the fifth day after surgery and was
making remarkable progress in her recovery. Then on Friday, Sept. 6 she
was taken to the hospital with bacterial pneumonia. She came home the
17th but due to severe pain in her eye she returned to the hospital's
outpatient dept. where an ophthalmologist closed her eyelid surgically.
Because of brain surgery the facial nerve is still in shock preventing her
eyelid from closing, subjecting the eye to possible infection. The closure
may not be permanent if the facial nerve begins to function.

■ Sr. Anna Friz (1046 N. Honore St, Chicago, IL 60622) has suffered

the loss of her husband Walter, on June 27 at 86 years of age. He was
sympathetic toward the Truth. At the funeral Br. Gmiterek gave a
witness in the Polish language, and Br. Edmund Jezuit gave the English
witness.
The young funeral director was very interested in the beliefs of the
Bible Students. He talked at length with Br. Edmund prior to the service,
and remained for the English witness. He requested literature and has
received a First Volume and other related items.
■ Br. David Hess (383 Harshbarger Rd. N, Pleasant Hill, OH 45350)

lost his father Frank, on July 8 of a heart attack, following some days in
the hospital where he suffered two previous attacks and was sent home.
Added to Br. David's earthly sorrow, was the bizarre behavior of the
preacher at the funeral service which he used to call sinners to
repentance. Br. David had wanted a comforting Truth service but was
overruled by his stepmother's choice of her minister. Br. David is
recovering from hernia surgery.

■ Br. Bill Gowryluk (1 Bunns Grove, Winnipeg, MB R26 1X5) lost his

wife 011ie to cancer on July 28. She had been afflicted since last autumn.
Though not consecrated, 011ie was a regular attendant at the Winnipeg
meetings, and a help to her husband in his Truth activities. Two services
were conducted on succeeding days served first by Br. David Hrechuk,
and second by Br. Barry Kuly.
■ Sr. Ann Mayberry (P.O.

■ Sr. Agatha Pearson (P. 0. Box 442, Tipp City, OH 45371) writes:

"Greetings, Dear Brethren, in the name of Jesus Christ! I am grateful
to all my brethren, friends and Dorothy's friends at the time of my
daughter Dorothy T. Warner's death. She is now at rest. I am thankful
to the Lord and to Br. Allen Springer for his good discourse on the subject
`Death' at her service.
"The Lord has promised to grant us strength in every time o f need, and
I know He strengthened me in the many trials I endured that came with
her illness. I am grateful for the many cards and your words of comfort,
prayers and encouragement given me by word of mouth.
"Thank God, we know not what awaits us in our wilderness
experiences. We should simply press on day by day, doing the best we
can to cultivate the heavenly graces and to serve our Master leaving all
the results with the Lord. May God bless each one and His will be done
in all our hearts. Psalm 23"
■ Br. Russell Chastain (940 Level St., Charlestown, Ind. 47111) just

returned from the Indiana-Ohio Convention at Louisville, KY on
Sunday, August 11 when his wife Pauline died, a victim of Parkinson's
disease. She had needed partial care for a number of years, then total care
which Br. Russell gave her throughout until a few months ago when
nurses gave round-the-clock care in her home.
Only shortly returned from the hospital himself, Br. Russell has been
recuperating from surgery. In the past year he suffered a detached retina,
the extraction of all his teeth, and most recently hernia surgery - all the
while having the care of his wife.
His marriage to Pauline 34 years ago blended two families, and her
stepson Br. Dudley Chastain who gave her eulogy, praised her quiet,
loving disposition and skill in filling a difficult role. Br. David Doran
gave a moving witness to the Truth at her service which was widely
commented upon and appreciated.

Box 1125, Anderson, CA
96007) has returned to the
Anderson Care Center from the
hospital in Redding, CA
where, it was thought, she had
had a heart attack. Instead, the
diagnosis is "Compression
disc degeneration of the spine,
breaking down of bones, and
advanced age."
Sr. Ann's son gave Sr. Betty
Bradberry (her only outside
contact) specific instructions
regarding his mother, 1) Do not
send any more tapes or any
literature to read, 2) Cards or
short letters are acceptable, 3)
She is no longer able to receive
telephone calls (from Sr. Retty
or anyone else) and 4) No
Srs. Ann & Betty Bradberry
flowers. He said some flowers
had cone but had to be removed for lack of table space.
Morphine is being administered by a drip system to control pain, and
apparently, it keeps her in a lethargic state. Sr. Betty, a faithful sisterfriend for many years, hopes the brethren will remember Sr. Ann in
prayer and send greeting cards with a text of scripture or a verse of a
hymn written out. She says: "Our Sr. Ann is really isolated now. I can
no longer reach her to talk by telephone. Truly, she needs our prayers,
cards and love in any way we can get it to her. I know she would want
to thank you for the flowers and for your prayers."
See Afflicted page 10
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Entered Into Rest
In thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right hand are pleasures forevermore. " Psa. 16:11
■ Sr. Josephine Ewing of the Columbus, Ohio ecclesia finished her

course on August 12 at 83 years. Originally from the Pittsburgh ecclesia,
Sr. Josephine was immersed at the Memorial Convention in Pittsburgh,
October 1940. Her sister in the flesh, Sr. Mary Fritz and Br. Alvin Raffel
were the other two candidates.
She came to Columbus, Ohio in December 1948 and was a blessing
to the brethren there and a faithful secretary to the Ecclesia for more than
25 years. A victim of Alzheimer's disease, she lived with her son for four
years, and was in a nursing home seven years. Her husband died in 1980.
Her son David, his wife and three children survive her. Br. Owen Kindig
gave a short service in Columbus on Aug. 13, and the funeral was in
Pittsburgh the next day.
She was a quiet soul with a strong faith,
Who trusted in His Promised grace.
Faithful in little things day by day,
As she continued on in the Narrow Way.

grandchildren and three great-grandchildren; two brothers, Frank and
Al fonse Malinasky.
■ Sr. Mary Litwin entered into rest on August 4 at 77 years, the result

of a massive stroke, while attending the General Convention at Holland,
Michigan. She was preparing to return home on Friday when she was
stricken. Her only brother, Br. Leo Post (24 Lexington Rd, New City,
New York 10956) was also at the convention and took charge of
arrangements. Besides Br. Leo she is survived by 2 nephews and 2
nieces.
Sr. Mary was a member of the Chicago Bible Students for over 60
years, but resided the past five at the Bible Students Retirement Center
in Gersham, Oregon.
Br. Leo gathered his family from both ends of the country to attend the
funeral service held in Chicago which was conducted by Br. George
Tabac, by Sr. Mary's request. Fifty brethren attended.
■ Sr. Iona Stegemeir finished her course on July 15 at 74 years, in the

Long in patience, endurance, and Hope,
As with her trials in life she continue to cope.
An example to others in her silent way,
Of following the Master day by day.
May her example ever be rememt ered by those who trod,
Their way of life to meet their God.
We have all been made richer by sharing her life
And may her memories help us as we face the strife.
May we be strengthened to gain the victory,
And some day, our Master's face to see.

(These poetic thoughts were penned by a member of her Ecclesia. Ed.)
■ Sr. Grace Floyd of the Cincinnati Bible Students Ecclesia entered

into rest on June 26 at 96 years, having endured patiently a long ordeal.
Born Grace McLaughlin of Christian parents in Fremont, OH, she was
raised in the Methodist Church. Bible reading and family prayer was a
daily custom in her home.
Early she was concerned about hell torment and worried that friends
and relatives not committed to God would suffer there. But she couldn't
understand why a loving God would punish his creatures in such fashion.
In the summer of 1955, a neighbor, the late Sr. Ann Schwartz, told her
of Restitution, which to her was a totally new concept - and what a joy
it was! Sr. Schwartz gave her Studies in the Scriptures and she began to
attend the Bible Students' meetings though continued to attend her
church for two more years. Finally, withdrawing her membership she
was a faithful member of the Cincinnati Bible Students thereafter for 35
years. It was always her conviction that she had been spirit-begotten at
consecration in the Methodist Church.
Sr. Grace married Frank Floyd in 1921. He was an atheist, and after
finding the Truth it was difficult to endure his ridicule of the Bible which
she loved so much. He died in 1979.
A victim of diabetes, Sr. Grace spent her last years at a retirement
home, and about five years in its Infirmary where she died. For many
years, Br. Bill and Sr. Edith Harp gave a loving oversight to her needs
both spiritual and temporal. A memorial service conducted by Br. Harp
on July 12 in the Retirement Home Chapel was attended by 18 residents,
Sr. Grace's attorney, and brethren.
■ Sr. Margaret Kelps died May 18 in Canton, Mich. She was a member

of the Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit. Br. Henry
Kwolek conducted her service. She leaves a son Richard, three

nursing home where she was recuperating from a hospital stay. With
only one functioning lung for many years, her hospital admissions were
numerous.
Sr. Iona was a member of the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia for 40
years. The death of her infant son prompted her to send for the
Consolation booklet as her minister was unable to ease her
overwhelming grief. Br. Sid and Sr. Hanna Langer contacted her with
the Truth which was the comfort she sought and was accepted readily.
She consecrated shortly after. Her husband did not accept the Truth but
continued in the church they were members of.
A widow for the past 7 years, she lived with her daughter Sr. Tamara
and son-in-law Thomas Hack (24515 W. Peacedale, Plainfield, IL
60544). She is survived also by another daughter Iona Kay Yanutola, and
four grandchildren. Her memorial service conducted by Br. Carl
Hagensick was attended by 60 relatives, brethren and friends. A eulogy
was given by Br. Arthur Jezuit.
■ Sr. Alice Suchy died June 3 of a massive stroke in the hospital at 75
years of age. She had been ailing for some time with a heart disorder.
She and her husband Br. Tony were members of the Racine (Wis.) Bible
Students Church for many years.
They both spoke Polish as well as English and attended the Polish
conventions and those of the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia. (She
attended the May Convention just days before her death.) Several of her
brothers served as elders in the Milwaukee Class. She leaves her

husband Br. Anthony (2607 E. Crescent, Racine, WI 53403); a brother,
Br. Chester Galecki, a sister, nieces and nephews.
At her service Br. Loyal Petran of Racine gave the eulogy, and Br.
Edmund Jezuit the witness to about 60 relatives, friends and brethren a few said they had not heard such a message before.
■ Sr. Xenia Zolnirowicz entered into rest August 18 from
complications of a fall in her home. She emigrated from Russia, and

found the Truth in the New World, readily accepting it. She had been a
member of the Eastern Orthodox Church as was her husband who did not
accept the Truth. Her son, an only child, followed the faith of his father
and never would permit her to tell him what she believed.
Of Ukrainian nationality Sr. Xenia attended the Polish Bible Students
ecclesia of Milwaukee, Wis. for about 40 years. Letting her light shine
brightly she was a wonderful example to her many relatives, and from
expressions heard at her funeral she was loved despite their dislike of her
religion.
See Deaths page 10
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Our Brethren Speak
"I will praise thee, 0 Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations." Psa. 57:9

Testimonies at Chicago, IL May 25-27:
Visit to European Brethren
Br. Carl Hagensick, Chicago, IL

"...Two weeks ago I returned from visiting brethren in various countries
in Europe. I will limit mysel f to sharing three experiences with you. The
first was in France where we saw the site for the next International
Convention. It is beautiful!
"Our first main stop was in Finland, one of the highlight experiences
I want to share. From Br. Russell's day to the present, only 13 brethren
remain, and most of those have concluded that the Harvest work is over
and they are to stand fast until the end - they are not active in the Lord's
service. One of these brethren had two sons who consecrated, and they
managed to open the door for them, but that was about the extent of their
activity. One of these sons was attending college in the north part of
Finland and met a Pentecostal girl that he dated and brought home to
meet his parents.
"That day behind the father's house there was a railroad car on the
track that was leaking chemicals. He went up in the car to close the valve
to stop the leak, when an electric wire overhead sent 25,000 volts of
electricity through his body and exploded the car. His girlfriend came
rushing to him, put sand on the fire and rushed him to the hospital, and
three months later he took his first steps. Six months later he began
walking again, and was nearly back to normal. This, of course, cemented
the relationship to each other more than ever, and he was witnessing to
her constantly. When they got to the point of hell fire, she said, 'You're
going to have to prove that to me,' and she gave him all the scriptures she
could find supporting the hell teaching. When he answered every one of
them she said, 'You win, there is no hell, and we've got to tell the world
about it.' He said, 'No, we can't. We're Bible Students and all the
witnessing is in the past.' She said, 'Maybe it's in the past for you, but
it's not in the past for me - we have a job to do.'
"Then she began studying the Volumes (this was about four years
ago), and became convinced that the door to the High Calling was open.
She showed him the evidence, and he said, 'This time you're right - it is
open!' In the last year they began taking on as their personal project,
nothing less than the evangelization of Finland, and since August they
have, through advertising, accumulated 100 names. They have begun
their own Truth publication quarterly, which is translations of Reprint
and some Dawn articles. It is sent to a subscription list of 70 names
they've accumulated in just these few months.
"We had a delightful three days with them. Not only did we see them
but also the other brethren in the area...
"The last experience I want to testify about was on the way home from
Finland. We were going on to Poland and Romania, but had an 8-hour
layover in Stockholm, Sweden. I remembered a name from many years
back with whom I had some correspondence...he met us at the station and
we spent about seven hours together. His father knew Br. Russell
personally, and traveled to the Pyramid with the Edgar Brothers - we had
a delightful day of fellowship together. They have a class of about 15 in
Stockholm and meet once a month.... That was Part One of that
experience. The second part happened last week in this continent.
"I happened to be at the convention in Vancouver, B.C. Br. John
Blackwell said they had a wonderful experience up in their little class in
Langley. They had taken some tracts home from Chicago ...and one of
the responses was from someone who said, 'I noticed these three little
arches. That looks like the chart that was used in the books by Charles
Russell Are those books still available in the English language, as we've
been studying it in the Swedish language all our lives.'

"They went over to visit this person and found that not only were they
old-time Bible Students from Finland, but that the wife was his personal
accountant in the firm where he worked for many years, and never knew
that she had been studying the Volumes....When they introduced me to
this couple, I mentioned that I had just been in Sweden and met a brother
there, They said, 'That's my best friend, we grew up in the Truth
together, we correspond!' Here, continents apart, I met two people I
never knew existed. Shows how the Lord's hand is not slack...."
"This is my First Testimony..."
Sr. Elizabeta Precup, Cluj, Romania.

"...I use this opportunity to give the greetings and love of the brethren
in Romania, and especially from the Class. We did not have testimony
meetings so far, so you can imagine I am so emotional. This is my first
testimony in front of such a large audience. We used to testify to share
our experiences only between two or three persons, but just before
coming here to the U.S., I had many doubts if I am right person to come
here, so I thought I am too small for such a big work. A thought came
into my mind and assured me and comforted me very much. I thought,
Well, I do not go in a strange world, I'll be among my brethren, among
my family, so I decided to come, and I am so happy, so grateful to the
Lord that He privileged me to be here.
"I want to thank you very much for your kindness, for your
gentleness, for your understanding me, I cannot express as I would like
to in English, of course. I would like also to thank all of you who wrote
me letters of encouragement. Some of them were along the lines of
doctrine. I must testify that under all circumstances, I thought that
maybe the door is closed. I wasn't sure, but I have had doubts. Many,
many letters coming from you, and especially seeing that there is still
much, much work to be done (before Romanian revolution I thought
this), so through many letters and encouragements and seeing your
activity, I am now so convinced that the Harvest is going on, the door is
not shut yet...."
Saw the Rainbow Through the Clouds
Br. Augustine Beauchard, Romania

" ...I am in U.S. for nine months living in Chicago, where I learned about
the Bible Students six months ago. I didn't know any foreign brethren
before. I came here by another means, not knowing the brethren. When
I came to Chicago, I met relatives and acquaintances who were
Pentecostals. Everything was alright until they found out my opinion
about the Divine Plan. At that point began to appear the troubles between
us. We had some testings, my wife was ill at that time, we didn't know
anyone except the Pentecostals here. And also one of our sons was ill,
he had to undergo surgery here. I was feeling lost in a strange world. I
couldn't see any help. At this critical point, those whom I was dependent
upon began to reject us, to leave us alone.
"The only means of comfort was prayer and study. I was praying to
get help, as it was with Jacob when his sons were in Egypt, so as he
couldn't see the promises of God, but when Jacob found his son, he
realized the providence of God. So I couldn't see the hard situation I was
in until I passed through those troubles. I received spiritual blessings
instead of temporal ones. I could understand some features of the divine
arrangement which before were not clear to me, and I could see the
rainbow through the clouds - the rainbow of divine promises. My only
hope and help was our Father. When I knew the brethren here...and they
took us to the meetings, and it was a blest time since then. I want to thank
first our heavenly Father and then the brethren who helped us in this
situation. Our Lord and our Father bless you all alike."
See Brethren page 12

5

"The Half Has Not Been Told..."
Br. George and Sr. Ruth Wilmott's graphic
account of their visit to Romania in May,
conveys the warmth and loving hospitality of
our Romanian brethren, the unselfish
"bestowing of their goods," and foremost,
their enthusiasm for hearing the Truth
expounded faithfully, as they received it from
"That Faithful and Wise Servant." Ed.

Our trip to Romania began with the seed
thought planted by Brother David and Sister
Suzanne Jambor at the Labor Day Jackson
convention (1990). That seed grew with the
winning of a Carribean Cruise for two at Bank
One where we do our banking. George asked
if the money could be applied to a European
trip, and they agreed. After the government
was satisfied that I (Ruth) did in fact exist, our
passports were issued. Brother and Sister
Francis Earl were kind enough to expedite our
visas for Romania.
Wednesday, May 8th: Sister Lenore
Kirby took us to DFW, British Air #228 which
left the ground at 5:12 pm on our way to
London.
Thursday, May 9th: We arrived at
Gatwick airport and spent five hours waiting
for our short flight to Frankfurt, Germany,
where we picked up a rental car and followed
directions to Sammy & Anick Stalder's home
at Roxheim.
Friday, May 10th: We left Roxhieim at
7:40 am and drove on to Bruck, Austria for the
night of rest at a very clean old hotel. In the
beginning the hotel was a monastery but was
destroyed by the Turks. In 1726 it was rebuilt
on the ancient Roman road.
Saturday, May 11th: The Lord provided
three angels to meet us at the Romanian
border: Sister Lisa Groves, Sister Viorica
Rosca and Brother Joan (John) Neagomir.
There was a long line of cars waiting to cross
the border. As we pulled into line, the man
ahead ofus waved us to go around as cars from
foreign countries were allowed to go to the
head of the line. We were handed papers to
fill out (with directions in several different
languages). They then took these papers and
disappeared with our passports for what
seemed like an eternity. Finally an official
appeared who spoke English and asked us to
open the trunk of the car. At that time we saw
Sister Lisa waving to us and we waved back.
The man asked, "Is someone meeting you?"
We answered, "yes"; he closed the trunk and
told us to go on.
We stopped briefly at Oradea with Brother
Andrei and Sister Florita Monenciu. Brother
Andrei was imprisoned 5 years because of the
Truth. They were invited to travel on to Cluj
with the brethren, but since Sister Florita
didn't feel like making the trip, just Brother
Andrei came along. Another brief stop was
made at the home of Brother Vasilea and
Sister Susana Dan of the village Paniceni

where we were fed and given some lovely
handwork. We proceeded to the apartment of
Sister Viorica Rosca where we were very
comfortable for all of our nights in Romania.
From the first meeting with the brethren
until the last, Sister Beti Precup showed
untiring devotion to the Lord by serving as our
translator.
Sunday, May 12th: The meeting with
about 130 brethren and friends at Cluj started
at 10 and continued until 1. Copies o f the Chart
of the Ages were passed out. Sister Viorica
Rosca brought a large chart given by some of
the brethren who had visited previously. It
was put up on the wall and will remain a
permanent fixture in their meeting hall. As
George was speaking, it was thrilling to see
the expressions of agreement with the same
Truth we have learned to love and cherish.
Brother Cornel Brie then gave a short
summary of all the chapters of The Divine
Plan of the Ages and announced that a regular
study of this volume would begin the next
week.
The brethren then decided to have another
meeting from 6-9 pm with questions at the hall
and also to decide our itinerary for the time we
would visit.
At the night meeting, the brethren had some
questions as to the format of their prayer
meetings; it seems that the brethren had been
limited to two brothers and two sisters to offer
prayer. Ruth inquired as to why the brethren
were sitting with brothers on one side and
sisters on the other. One brother asked why we
didn't use the name ofJehovah more. Another
asked concerning the scripture which
mentions "looking for and hasting the day of
his presence." (The brother does not believe
the Lord is present). However, most of the
brethren can give many scriptures proving
that our Lord is present. There were questions
about the Millennium and about spiritbegettal in the nominal church.
The brethren then wanted to know what we
wanted to do while in Romania. We indicated
that we would like to visit where other
brethren had not been. There are many
brethren in Romania and around Cluj.
Petru Balanean, a young man considering
consecration, came home to Viorica's
apartment to ask a question concerning the
computer. He wanted to know if information
had to be retyped or if it could be put in a
different format without retyping. We
showed him and Sister Viorica how to redo a
page of type into two columns without
retyping. He was sorry he would miss the
weekday meeting because as a geologist this
was his week to be working out in the field.
Monday, May 13th: Sister Lisa drove us
and Sister Beti to visit two sisters in Cluj,
Sister Lydia Marino and Sister Maria Bote.
Sister Bote was a colporteur from 1921 to

1924 in Romania. The truth was heard in
America by a Brother Szabo in 1912 who then
brought the message back to his home
country. He spoke at a Baptist church.
Afterwards, the minister asked how many
agreed with what was said. Seventeen agreed
and came out of Babylon. Sister Bote is now
able to repeat hymns and scriptures while
patiently waiting her change. She is lovingly
cared for by her consecrated daughter Lydia
Marino. We also visited Sister Ana Pop who
was also an early colporteur. She was being
read to from The Divine Plan of the Ages by a
Brother Iosif Matei who had attended the
meeting the day before. He is now retired and
tries to use his time in helping the elderly
brethren. Sister Pop's daughter was consulted
concerning Lisa taking some of Sister Pop's
old literature to copy. She agreed. It may be
that some of the literature has some of Pastor
Russell's articles.
We returned to Sister Viorica's apartment
where she said that Brother Gheorghe and
Sister Viorica Crisan wished us to come visit
for about thirty minutes. Their son Mircea
was at home and spoke English with us. They
live in the apartment complex just across from
Sister Viorica Rosca. They also have a son
Christian. This is the home where Brother
Allen Springer stayed. The boys enjoy
Brother Allen and the opportunity to learn a
bit more about computers.
Brother loan Pacurar and Brother Joan
Neagomir drove us and Sister Beti to Beti's
and Ioan's childhood home village of Finisel.
On the way we stopped to greet an 86 year old
Hungarian brother who is in very poor health
and living conditions. He greets the brethren
with the Manna of March 6th. At Finisel we
had the privilege of meeting Dumitru Precup
and about 40 other brethren and neighbors
who had walked through muddy roads to
gather at the home of Brother Roman.
After some thoughts given on the
Scriptures, there were many questions. There
was a JW present and also an ex JW. They had
a bit of a discussion between themselves.
There was a question asked concerning
Genesis 2:15. Why were they told to dress and
to keep the garden? In the Romanian
translation it says "to guard" it. This
translation doesn't make much sense since
there were no other human beings to guard
See The Half page 6
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Brethren in home of Sr. Viorica Rosca
against in the normal sense of the word. We
later looked up in Strong's Concordance and
confirmed that it can have the meaning of
"attend to."
About 10:30 pm we were invited to eat a
sumptuous meal of lamb and veal prepared by
loving hands. This did revive us for the
journey home. Brother Joan Pacurar drove
some of the brethren to their homes and then
came back for us. When we arrived back at
Cluj, we noticed that one of his tires had the
retread coming loose. Sister Lisa told us that
he had his new tires stolen from his car
recently. We could easily have taken the
rental car, but the brethren wanted to serve us
in this manner, and it was greatly appreciated
by us.
Tuesday, May 14th: At 9 am Sister Beti
arrived and we took our car to the Post Office
where she helped us send a telegram to
Brother Sammy Stalder telling him we would
meet him directly at the German convention
rather than going by his home first. We tried
to visit an elderly sister but her son-in-law said
she would not know anyone and refused to let
us visit. We then stopped down the street to
visit with Sister Cristina Roman. Her father
was a Baptist when he went to Russia in World
War I and came home as a Bible Student. Her
daughter was very gracious to us. The
daughter's husband is in the hospital awaiting
surgery. In driving past the hospital where
Sister Beti works, she asked us to stop so she
could run in for just a minute. While waiting,
George saw a horse-drawn wagon coming up
the hill. There was a dog perched on top. In
mentioning this to Beti, we discovered that
this wagon belongs to the hospital. When they
were cut back on gasoline for making
deliveries between the main hospital and other
areas, they decided to purchase a horse and
wagon.
We picked up Lisa after her English class
and took her to fmd a place for translating
some legal papers concerning her car.

(Somewhere, some of the papers were lost.)
She is teaching English classes to the brethren
and their children.
Then we proceeded to the home of Brother
Aurel and Sister Florica Cap. Their two sons,
Daniel and Rueben were there and played the
organ and violin for us. Brother Aurel was at
work, but Sister Florica served us a lovely
dinner with the assistance of her sister
Nicoletta. Sister Cap speaks some English
and is wanting to learn more. We had brought
four radio tapes with us so one was printed out
on the computer the last night of our visit.
Perhaps listening to the tape and looking at the
printed copy will assist her with English.
From the Cap home we drove on to a funeral
held at a chapel in Cluj. An elderly sister had
passed away. It was nice to hear the term
"gloried" used in reference to her passing.
The burial took place on a high hill just behind
the chapel. We proceeded to the burial place
near the top of the hill where grave diggers
were digging, by hand, two or three more
graves. A dear Sister Irma Runcan, bent over
from a bad back, brought a gift to us at the
funeral. It was a lovely piece of crochet which
now is used on our entry hall table.
From the funeral, we took Lisa to look for
the lost papers but did not find them. She, in
looking, came across a distressing scene--a
crowd surrounding a woman who had
apparently been beaten and left to die. As we
drove back by the location, there were still no
police at the scene to check it out.
We returned to Sister Rosca's apartment
where Brother Zaharias and another dear
brother met us to take us to the home of
Brother Joan Cserei at the village Caian. The
village Caian was filled with more blessings.
When we arrived, the brethren were sitting
outside singing. We moved inside where the
meeting was packed with many brethren and
neighbors. The subject of the Third Day as
used in the Scriptures was outlined and
pinpointed on the Chart of the Ages. The

Brethren from Oradea

friends seemed to really enjoy this, and Sister
Beti requested that this be considered in Cluj.
Again, the questions were many and the
fellowship sweet. Before leaving the area we
stopped to visit a brother who was in bed with
a bad back. He seemed to appreciate the visit.
We learned, as we were leaving, that his wife
had introduced the Truth to many of the
friends in the village
Wednesday, May 15th: Our hostess took
the day off from work and drove us to Zalau in
her car, which had been supplied with a spare
wheel by one o f the other brethren. We went to
visit at the home o f Brother Dionisie Balanean
who is quite ill with a tumor in the inner ear
area. Once again there were many brethren
present, and there was good fellowship. There
was a question presented concerning the Great
Company. Brethren also often asked
concerning the One Language. A question
was asked as to what was the punishment for
drinking from the golden vessels.
After a large meal, we headed on back
toward Cluj stopping at the village where
Brother Szekey (Nicolae) Miclos grew up and
where he was arrested a few times for
attending the meetings. He now lives at the
meeting hall in Cluj. While waiting for us to
arrive, the brethren had been redeeming the
time by listening to a tape recording of a
brother speaking. The rooms were full once
again. After a long meeting, the basis of which
was Psalm 45, more people arrived so we
began again. The brethren were reluctant to
let us end the questions and fellowship. They
wanted us to spend the night. Our hostess
needed to work in the morning so we had to
decline the loving invitation.
On our way home we passed four of the
sisters who were walking in the rain. They had
about 6 kilometers to walk. Brother Miclos
told us that the sisters used to be stopped by the
police to fmd out who had attended the
meetings. The road home was dark and
See The Half page 19
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"Canadian Brethren Visit Poland and the Ukraine"
Here is the start of the Canadian brethren's
report on their visit to Poland and other cities
in the Ukraine. Br. Walter Hrechuk had
planned to go also but was unable due to ill
health.
We thank them for this interesting and
detailed account of our brethren there, which
we can give only in part. The full report is
available upon request to Frank Boychuk, 263
Moray St, Winnipeg, MB R3J 3A4. Ed.
July 4,5 We left Winnipeg at 1 p.m. on July
4 and arrived in London's Heathrow Airport at
7:35 a.m.. At Krakow Airport we took an hour
to clear customs, but could see the Polish
brethren waving to us past the barriers. Br.
Kaminski, his daughter Ursula Rabka, and Br.
Kniaziew (his brother-in-law) met us and
drove to the Kaminski home in Chrzanow.
Convention at Krakow

6 The next morning we drove to the
convention hall in Krakow, a 40 minute drive
on a modern four lane highway. The
convention was held at a large sports complex
with a seating capacity of 2,000. The Theme
Text was Heb. 13:1, "Let brotherly love
continue." Br. Edward Pietrzyk was
Chairman for the day. Br. Kaminski had the
first talk on "The Life of the World" (John
1:4), Br. Jerome Gruhn spoke next on
"Enduring Unto the End." After lunch Br.
Frank served with a discourse on "The Signs
of the Times" in English translated
simultaneously by Sr. Anna Grudzien. Br.
Eugene Szarkowicz gave the last discourse of
the day on "True and Upright Christians."
The renowned Polish choir sang a few hymns
to close the day.
July 7 The next day Br. Kolacz was the
Chairman, and Br. John Olchowy served with
the first discourse on the topic "The Hope of
His Calling" (Eph. 1:17,18) After a short
intermission there were elections for pilgrim
brethren in Poland, and other committees. Br.
Kolacz was elected General Chairman for the
Polish Bible Students.
The baptismal discourse followed. There
were 19 candidates who symbolized their
consecrations. The last discourse was given
by Br. Alexander Lypka. The convention
closed with the singing of John 3:16, and
reciting the Lord's Prayer together.
Approximately 1,200 brethren attended each
day of the convention.
July

Poland: Meetings Served
July 8 The four of us along with Ursula, her

daughter Margosha and son Wojtek and Br.
Kniaziew drove to Miecho where the
retirement center for Polish brethren is being
built. Br. Kolacz met us and gave us a tour
through the building, which is impressive in
size. We met some of the workers. The

Polish General Convention, Krakow

building process is very slow. Materials are
somewhat scarce there, especially wood
products. Much of the work and materials are
donated by the brethren.
In the evening Brs. Frank and David went to
Br. Sojka's home for supper and fellowship.
In 1982 the Boychuks and Caroline Stocki
stayed there, and the brethren were happy to
have us visit again The Sojkas are holding
firmly to the Truth of the Studies in the
Scriptures. At midnight we walked back to
the Kaminskis' home and found the door
locked and all lights out. Br. Kaminski soon
opened the door, understanding that the
brethren wanted fellowship with us after so
long a time.
July 9 Today the meeting at Chrzanow was
scheduled at 5 p.m. The hall was the former
residence of the Kaminskis who provided it
for the brethren. When we arrived about 20
brethren were already assembled. The
program was to be three 45-minute talks in
succession without intermission. Br. David
spoke first on "The Power of the Truth" (in
English) which was simultaneously translated
into Polish by Sr. Eva Niemczk. Br. Gruhn
spoke next on "Present Rewards"; Br. Frank
followed with "Jesus' Ministry to Spiritual
Israel" which was translated into Polish by Sr.
Eva. The meeting ended at 8 p.m. and we had
a short period of fellowship there. Br. John
and Sr. Mary Olchowy joined us upon
returning from Kozy where Br. John had
served with a discourse. The Chrzanow class
has six elders - three do not believe in the
Presence of Christ. After the meeting we had
supper and fellowship at Br. Stefan
Grudzien's home. He and his family hold very
closely to the Truth as presented in the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures.
July 10 In the morning Br. Czeslaw
Suchanek drove us to his home in Bielsk
Biala, which has a population of about
220,000. The air in the city was very dense
with pollution from generating stations that
burn coal to produce electricity. Diesel trucks
contribute greatly to the pollution. After

driving about two hours we arrived at Br. and
Sr. Czeslaw's apartment. Br. Czeslaw related
many of the problems the brethren in Poland
have in terms of understanding. Some have
closed the door to the high calling. In 1978
and 1981 they expected to go beyond the veil
during the Memorial Supper. When this
didn't happen, they said their spirits went
beyond the veil, but their fleshly bodies
remained here. The practice of celebrating the
Memorial, at anytime during the year, is
followed by some brethren in Poland.
Another diverse view held by some is that the
Little Flock is more than 144,000.
We then prepared for a meeting to be held
in Kozy where there are two ecclesias - one at
the foot of a mountain, the other higher up.
We met with the brethren at the lower
elevation. When we arrived about 70 brethren
had already gathered in a small meeting hall
which is also the residence o f Br. Tadusz Kos.
There was no ventilation within and no air
moving outside, so opening windows had
minimal effect on the hot, humid atmosphere
of the room. Br. Frank spoke first on "The
Times of Restitution" which was translated
into Polish by Sr. Anna Grudzien. After an
intermission of 15 minutes Br. David spoke on
"Able Ministers of the New Covenant", also
translated by Sr. Anna. The brethren in Kozy,
we were told, are in harmony with the Truth
doctrines as presented in the Volumes of
Studies in the Scriptures. (Br. John served
with a discourse this evening at a meeting in
Chrzanow.) After the meeting in Kozy we had
fellowship with the brethren there who were
happy to have us serve them. We went back to
Chrzanow and stayed the night with Br.
Grudzien.
Journey to the Ukraine
July 11 We left this morning for the train

station at Trzebinia where we hoped to catch
the train before it reached Krakow, in order to
get a seat, but found the train no longer
stopped there. It had been changed without
See next page
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"Journey to the Ukraine"

notice (the brethren did not know of the
change). So Br. Grudzien drove us to Krakow
- about an hour's drive where we boarded the
train at 11 a.m. Br. Kniaziew went with us on
the train for fellowship and to be sure we did
not encounter problems on the way. The
Polish countryside is beautiful. The farms are
small and the crops just large enough for one
family to work. Every bit of land is utilized
along the tracks where small gardens are
planted and cattle on ropes were grazing. We
arrived at Przemysl, a city very close to the
Polish-Ukrainian border at 3:30 p.m. There
we took a bus and about 4 miles before the
border we saw a lineup of cars waiting to
cross. The bus has priority and went straight
to the Polish border passing all the waiting
cars. At the Soviet border we had to take all
our luggage off the bus and go through
customs. They did not check our bags but
simply asked for a declaration on the amount
of money we had with us, stamped our
passports and wished us a good journey.
In the Ukraine the line up of cars waiting to
cross the border was even longer. We heard a
report that some people had to wait up to nine
days in their cars to get across the border. (Br.
Andrew Laybiba from Lviv was fortunate in
that he waited only 8 hours when he returned
from the convention in Krakow.)
We arrived in Lviv at 8 p.m. where Br.
Laybiba met us at the bus stop. He had a Lath
car and we barely loaded the four o f us with all
our luggage into the car - the tires were
scraping the wheel wells! At the bus station
we were surrounded by people asking for
money - recognizing us as Canadians. The
city of Lviv has a population o f about 1 million
people and is the "sister city" of Winnipeg in
Canada. Br. Laybiba drove us to his home
where he lives with his mother. He speaks
English well but we conversed most of the
time in Ukrainian. In Lviv we stayed at the
hotel Dnister.

July 12 Br. Laybiba picked us up at 9 a.m.
and drove to the village where Br. John
Olchowy was born, Towshchiw. The streets
in Lviv are constructed mainly of cobblestones and not well maintained. There we saw
only a few women with hand tools repairing
the roads. It is an old city with narrow roads
- with many trucks, buses, streetcars and lots
of people - traveling through the streets is
quite an experience. Drivers take many
chances and people walk out in the middle of
traffic. Out of the city the roads were even
worse. We wound our way slowly around the
holes to avoid damage to the car.
In Towshchiw we went to the home of Br.
John's brother-in-law, Br. Kist who is 84
years old. He lives alone with his dog, two
goats and some chickens. The home is
basically unchanged from the time Br. John
lived there, except that the roof was changed
from thatched straw to ceramic shingles. The
orchard is much the same as Br. John knew it,
except the radiation from the Chernobyl
accident caused a much lower fruit yield than
usual. Other brethren are experiencing the
same problems.
At six p.m. we had a meeting in Lviv at the
home of Br. Kravetz. About 25 brethren
(including 5 young people) had gathered for
the meeting held in Br. Kravetz' bedroom,
living room and dining room. Br. John spoke
on "What it Means to be a Christian." Then
without an intermission, Br. Frank spoke on
"Laborers in the Vineyard." There were
many questions. The brethren in general were
in agreement with Present Truth as presented
in the Volumes.
The brethren were pleased to receive
literature in their own language from Canada
and were profuse in their thanks. Often they
asked: "How can we ever repay you for all
you have done for us?" They cautioned us
about sending literature to those who do not
appreciate it. For example, one day Sr,
Kravetz found someone at the market selling
a First Volume (we had sent them) for 70

In home of Br. John & Sr. Mary Kravetz (right)

rubles, saying it was a very interesting book.
(The average wage in the Ukraine is about 120
rubles per month.) We send a First Volume to
all who request it, but want to know that the
other volumes are being sent only to the
consecrated or those interested in the Truth to
avoid wasting the Lord's money. We spent
about an hour in fellowship, and in reviewing
our literature list of names (about 400) of
brethren and others currently receiving
literature. The brethren in Lviv are making an
effort to contact the people who have written
us concerning their interest in the Truth.
July 15 While at Br. Kravetz' home we
talked about the nominal systems (something
the brethren there are wondering about). Br.
Kravetz has a good knowledge of the
Scriptures and the Volumes. In the Ukraine
the people are in a turmoil. The Catholics
want to use their churches again - these have
been occupied by the Greek Orthodox since
the Catholics were banned by the Communist
system. Now there are arguments and literal
fighting between the two groups over the
issue.
Rovno: Meeting & Fellowship

We met Br. Touresh at the train station as
we departed for Rovno. He always has
questions on Truth lines but is not in total
harmony with the Volumes. He helped us
board the train. In order to sit together there
were 8 in a compartment designed for six but
we were still quite comfortable. We arrived at
Rovno at 8 p.m. where Br. Alexander
Xylchuk, his wife, and Br. Mironetz met us.
Br. David found his Ukrainian course was
really worth the effort as these brethren did not
know a word of English. But we had a nice
conversation with them
July 16 Tuesday morning Br. Alexander
Xylchuk and his wife met us, with his brother
Mikolaj who has a car, and drove us to
Orlivka, a village about 70 km from Rovno for
an evening meeting. Br. Alexander and his
See Ukraine page 17

Original home of Br. John Olchowy, Towshchiw
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"That Faithful and Wise Servant"
The Editor of the Seattle Legal News heard
Pastor Russell, September 1916 give a public
talk in Seattle, Wash.
His report was published in the Newsletter,
Sept. 1980, and is reprinted by popular
request. Br. Don Canell read the Editor's
account in his discourse at the Hope, Ind.
Convention in June; it was used again by Br.
Edward Bushlus at New Brunswick, NJ
Convention in July. It is a fittingtribute to Br.
Russell on this 75th Anniversary of his death.
Ed.

IN THE CHURCHES
What the News Editor Sees and Hears
in the House of Worship
PASTOR RUSSELL

We think that in our forty-fifth church write
up last Sunday, we struck something pretty
good. The preachers of the city will not think
so, however. It has been our rule to write up
local ministers only, but in this instance we
make an exception on Pastor Russell, who
delivered a sermon or lecture at the Arena at 3
p.m.
We met Col. Hawthorn on the way and just
about 2 p.m. found us at the place of worship
and at an hour ahead of the time o f meeting the
spacious auditorium was filling so rapidly that
our seats could only be secured about halfway
back from the pulpit, which left us at a
disadvantage so far as hearing was concerned.
At two minutes after 3, the Pastor and three
other men took seats on the pulpit platform.
The congregation applauded when the good
man appeared, and three times he recognized
the compliment with a slight bow.
The meeting was all business. There were
no frills and flourishes. On a little folder were
printed parts of three hymns. Only one verse
was sung of the first, "Christ, the Solid
Rock," and a man named Hadley offered a
prayer. Then followed two verses of a second
hymn, "Sweet Bye and Bye." A piano and B
flat horn was all there was to the instrumental
music, which, you will see was getting right
down to brass tacks. Bringing in some tenor
and soprano singers who can't sing, is the
usual program for such gatherings. The Pastor
comes from a good sized city to preach and he
isn't wasting any time that can be profitably
employed.
By the way, after five more write ups, we
will have visited fifty churches and then we
will have several things to say about the
Seattle churches. We will deal with them as
plainly and frankly as we did with our courts.
Pastor Russell's picture has been put up all
over the town and nearly everybody knows
what he looks like.

He is an old man and his hair and whiskers
are pure white. As we looked at him, we
wondered what God would do for a man to
take his place when the Pastor passed on.
Pastor Russell must be about six feet tall,
and medium build. He has a kindly looking
face. His voice is rather light, but he seems
particular about keeping his tones up as high
as possible.
He wore a black Prince Albert, white vest,
black trousers, pure white shirt, standing
collar and white silk tie.
There's the ideal for you.
We think he calls his sermon "lectures."
There is nothing in the name, but we are going
to call it a sermon, and his subject, text or
theme, whatever you may wish to call it, was
"World on Fire." He used no notes or book
of any kind. He just stood up and talked for
two hours and fifteen minutes. He is a nice,
smooth talker, but frequently fires up. At
times he is eloquent and ends a sentence most
beautifully. He is a careful, close reasoner and
my! he can knock hard. While he can say
things in the sweetest of tones, impressively
and eloquently, when occasion demands, his
sarcasm is keen and cutting.
He is a free lance. He appears to be opposed
to all the church organizations. He seems to
claim that there is but one church - the Church
of God.
He rounded up the Catholic and Lutheran
churches in particular and all the Protestant
churches in general. The historical records of
some of these churches centuries ago cause
one to stop and wonder if God was the same
then as he is now.
We understand the churches do not like the
Pastor. We don't blame them. He certainly is
"pumping" it to them mighty hard. There is
no church above criticism. Pastor Russell is
exposing the weak spots. His aim seems to be
to preach God and Christ - the pure, undefiled
teachings o f the Saviour. The Pastor objects to
church creeds. He says they have no authority
to enact them.
His quotations from the Bible, chapter and
verse, are numerous. He has a wonderful
memory. Pastor Russell is a great man. About
thirty-four hundred people heard him Sunday.
We never enjoyed a sermon more. He is
bright, brilliant, honest, and sincere. He is one
of the great pulpit orators of the age. The
world will be better for his work. Such a man
ought to live and work always. In all our life,
we saw and heard but one Pastor Russell
before - it was when we were eighteen years of
age.
We have read quite a few of Pastor
Russell's sermons. They read easy and well.
We were glad to hear him. We shall do so
again, we hope.
Long live Pastor Russell. ❑

The Silent Man
We never guessed the woes he had,
Nor how he suffered when alone,
That now and then his heart was sad
To very few was ever known;
He'd hear us tell our tales of care
And utter words of kindly cheer,
Yet of the griefs he'd had to bear
No word from him we'd ever hear.
That he had grieved and he had wept
To us it never once occurred;
Unto himself his hurts he kept,
Though many a sympathetic word
He spoke to us to soothe our woe;
He'd let us tell our sorrows through,
Yet very seldom did he show
That he was deep in trouble, too.
By chance we learned behind his smile
And patient way we'd grown to love,
Despair was gnawing all the while;
A grief he'd made no mention of
Was his to carry and his heart
Wore deeper scars than we had known,
And still as one who plays a part,
He bravely bore his cross alone.
- Author Unknown
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New Brethren in Christ
"Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?" 1 Cor. 6:19

Immersions, 1 99 I
At Orlando, FL June 30:
Sr. Verna Clark, Orlando ecclesia, received aTruth witness from

Br. Jack Stevenson.
At Louisville, KY August 10:
Sr. Jane Henderson of New Albany, Ind. ecclesia, former

Jehovah's Witness, heard the "Divine Plan" TV program about
5 years ago; has attended meetings since.
❑

Afflicted
from page 2
Sr. Reca Setser of the Cincinnati, OH ecclesia, is presently at
Owsley County Health Care Center in Boonesville, KY 41314.
On July 12, she was talking with a neighbor from her yard, and
stepping backward lost her balance and fell breaking a hip. The
neighbor assisted her niece in getting her to the hospital where she
was confined for a month.
Sr. Reca is happy at the Care Center - near her brothers, sisters and
their children. Some one of them comes in every day which brightens
her day and lifts her spirit. The Lord provides all our needs! ❑

Lviv: First Free Convention
from page

discourse titled: "One Important Thing" for
an hour and afterward fielded questions some about his discourse, and many general
questions. After 30 minutes of questions Br.
John answered "off the cuff," the next
discourse by Br. Frank began. He spoke in
Ukrainian for an hour on "Times of
Restitution." Again, there were many
questions which Br. John answered as he is
more proficient in the Ukrainian language
than Br. Frank. Lunch was served by the
brethren, but there was not enough room for
all brethren to sit at the tables.
After lunch Br. David served for the first
time in Ukrainian on the topic, "Work Out
Your Salvation With Fear and Trembling."
(Perhaps, it would be more accurate to say that
Br. David served with fear and trembling.)
The brethren understood him very well and
said they received a great blessing from it.
The last discourse was given by Br. Zygmond
Pashirski from Lviv titled "A New Song."
Questions from the floor were answered by
Br. John who did an excellent job. After the
convention about 14 had supper in the home of
Br. Eugene Dowhan. We discussed how the
brethren had to be secretive, meeting in the
past, and some of the persecutions they

Deaths

from page 3
Sr. Xenia is survived by her only child, a son, and three
granddaughters. Br. George Kuzmin, elder in the Milwaukee
ecclesia, who knew her well and visited her in the hospital, gave
a brief history of her life and association with the brethren, the
evening of visitation. At the funeral service Br. Edmund Jezuit
gave the witness to about 60 relatives and friends largely of the
Eastern Orthodox faith. The attention is said to have been
excellent.
Sr. Sophia Zygadlo, a member of the Polish Bible Students of
Chicago over 50 years, finished her course on July 4 after a
prolonged illness, at 95 years. After the death of her husband 21
years ago she moved to Forsyth, MO to be near her daughter Sr.
JoAnn Koppes and son-in-law Robert. They cared for her until
two years ago when she needed round-the-clock oversight in a
nursing home. Sr. Sophia was a sweet-tempered Christian who
made a godly impression on many neighbors over the years, and
at the last upon others living in the nursing home and its staff.
Besides her daughter Sr. JoAnn Koppes, RR 1, Box 229,
Forsyth, MO 65653, she is survived by two sons, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. Her body was interred in Chicago where
a funeral service was held. Her granddaughter Gloria gave a
eulogy and Br. Edmund Jezuit her last witness to an attentive
gathering of 50: family, friends and brethren. Several expressed
appreciation of a message they heard for the first time. ❑

endured. They were interested to learn of
conditions amongst the brethren in Canada.
July 14 The second day of convention
began at 11 a.m. with Br. Gregory Dowhan as
chairman. The first discourse was given by
Br. John Olchowy on "The Hope of Your
Calling and Inheritance." Again, Br. John
answered a few questions this time mostly
from the Epiphany brethren. Br. Frank then
served with an hour's discourse (without
intermission) on "Lead Me to Thy Truth."
Br. John answered questions following the
discourse. After lunch a group photograph
was taken. We had lunch with Br. Vignanietz
who is well known to the Canadian brethren.
He is near 90 years of age and no longer gives
discourses due to problems with his legs.
Otherwise he is still doing fairly well.
Br. John then served with another discourse
on "Thou Shalt Guide Me With Thy
Counsel." The Epiphany brethren from
Rovno left early because the Lviv brethren did
not consent to have one of them serve with a
discourse. Because so many had to catch
buses or trains for home, the majority voted to
close the convention at this point. There were
more questions from the floor, and then Br.
Dowhan gave the closing remarks with tears,
expressing gratitude to the Lord, on behalf of
the brethren in Lviv for sending brethren from

Canada to this first free convention since
World War II. Joy of heart was evident on all
faces. The brethren's gratitude for all the
literature received was far beyond their ability
to express. They wondered how they could
pay for it. Br. John assured them that the
brethren in Canada and the U.S. had donated
money to help the Ukrainian brethren and they
need have no such worry. In closing, the
convention group sang "God be with you til
we meet again," and then sang John 3:16.
After the convention the visiting brethren
went to the apartment of Sr. Dorka Shom
where 18 brethren had a nice meal and
fellowship. In the discussion it was asked why
we believe the high calling is still open. Many
brethren present believe that the opporunity
for a spiritual reward is over. Also, there was
a long discussion on the parting of Elijah and
Elisha. Some there felt this was accomplished
after 1914. We found that the Epiphany
brethren are liberal in their fellowship. They
allow Baptist ministers to serve them, and also
use Baptist hymn books - many of these
hymns are not in harmony with the true
teachings of the Bible, as Bible Students
understand them. The evening ended with the
singing of some English hymns by the four of
us, then we all sang Russian and Ukrainian
hymns together. ❑
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A Conversation with Sr. Elizabeta Precup
at the Newsletter Office, July 23, 1991
to cause separation. [These
brethren are a minority and do not
press their views, thus little
friction on this.] We have some
few who believe 'the door is shut,'
but do not intrude it in the
meetings."

Srs. Elizabeta Precup & Mildred Raffel
Having seen the abundance of temporal
things here, are you concerned that it may
make your life in Romania more difficult on
your return?
"I have no depression. I have very much to

learn here, very much to share with brethren in
Romania. The abundance here proves that the
earth has more than sufficient resources to
sustain mankind, if properly used. That
makes me praise the Lord for His wonderful
Plan."
Do you have any general observations on our
way of life?

"I cannot say that your way of life is not
good. On the contrary, I see much striving in
doing the Lord's will the way you understand
it. You have some different customs, but I
cannot interfere with your customs, your
culture..."
Does any custom here offend you?

"I am not offended by anything. I do not
find anything here to be offended at. If there
are some differences between Romanian
brethren and American brethren - there are
some - it is not for me to make a point or issue
of. I appreciate the brethren here very much.
They have very much of the spirit of sacrifice.
Many places I visited, most brethren with
whom I discussed, they appreciate the Truth
as given us through the writings of Br.
Russell. For me it is very exhilirating enjoyment and gladness!"
At home, how do you treat differences on
doctrine and understanding in your
meetings?

"For example, we have a few who feel the
Lord is not Present. They are in our meetings,
but are not elected as elders. One of them
asked for a special meeting to express his
views. It was given, he expressed his views,
and that is all. Sometimes they ask a question
but do not press their views. One of these - a
brother - left us to meet with 7th Day
Adventists; another brother reached the
conclusion that the Lord IS Present and
preached on the subject.
"We also have a few who do not see the
Reign. We consider it a minor issue among us

Were you surprised to find here so
many different groups of Bible
Students?
"I am not surprised there are so

many divisions. No doubt, it is because
people can think freely, and have access to all
kinds of information, therefore, not at all
surprised. Much trouble can come from not
exercising rightly our freedom, our rights and
privileges.
"I must recognize that I enjoy sharing new
thoughts on Truth subjects. It is for us to
discern the Truth from among many
interpretations. I also think if someone has
pure heart the Lord preserves him from being
led astray."
What insights have you gained that you wish to
share with the brethren back home?
"I want to tell the brethren that even in this

abundance of life, the brethren here are
consecrated, they live the consecrated life. I
want the brethren in Romania to know the way
we shall have to contend with temptations to
accumulate more temporal things, not to
sacrifice, not to be active in the Truth or in
witnessing; and in every aspect of our
consecrated Christian lives.
"Here, some retired to be more in the
Lord's service. They could have much money
by continuing work, could live in luxury, but
they chose the narrow way of less, and to do
for the brethren. This is an insight in
consecration that is a most exciting,
stimulating aspect. Also, I can understand
better your culture, your customs in all the
aspects of your life. And I feel the brethren fit
in their place as Christian people in these
circumstances here."
What other aspects have you observed?
"We believe in the Lord's Presence; we see

Harvest going on; we see duties we have; on
most important doctrines we have the same
view. We have a mutual standing close to the
old Truths we know. I appreciate the effort by
many brethren to preserve the Truth. The
most loving brethren are those who have
preserved the Truth as we received it. There
is something special in them: it is the spirit!
Agape love is based on righteousness. God is
right! His character good. Out of love, God
could not overlook Adam's sin, but out of love
came Jesus Christ."

You speak English very well. Did you learn it
in school?

"No, I learned it from books - by reading.
I learned many words and discussed with an
acquaintance who spoke English - an engineer
who put me to work. He said, 'Write for me
at home, at least two pages in English. Tell
something, a story.' When I brought it to him,
he said, 'Read it.' I did, then he said, 'That is
not good.'
"I began my study in 1975 and it has taken
me years. The text book from which I studied
English, I could understand. At first, I had to
look up every word. At the beginning I was
not able to understand the spoken word in
English, only one word here and one there [Sr.
Elizabeta brought herself to that point without
a tutor]. But when I began to study with the
help o f my friend, I could understand about 70
percent of what I read. I have read many
English books (novels), but now I am longing
to be able to read more Truth literature - there
is a great longing within me!"
How long have you been consecrated to the
Lord?

"I was immersed Aug. 23, 1984. Two or
three years later, one of the happiest moments
of my life was when I got Vol. II of Studies in
the Scriptures in English! Shortly after that, a
brother gave me Vol. V with Tabernacle, Vol.
IV and V also in English.
"Asa child in elementary school, I read The
Photo-Drama (the book was lent to my
mother). Later I read The Harp of God, and
much later, I read Vol. IV, The Battle of
Armageddon (also a loan to my mother). That
was all I read before I consecrated. At that
time I had a Romanian Bible my mother gave
me. She had received it from a Pentecostal a colleague of my sister. He said to her, 'If
your mother studies the Bible, give her this
Bible.'
"I craved for information. You can
imagine! The brethren had volumes in
Romanian, but I did not, until I received the
First Volume from a sister. In 1987 I received
Vol. II of the Reprints in English from a
Pentecostal friend. The same year I found
Vols. V, VI, VII of Reprints through the same
Pentecostal friend. About 1989, a sister gave
me a set of Studies in the Scriptures, except
Vol. V, all in English!
"After acquiring these books, I had in mind
to hide them (at some other location). Many
brethren urged me not to keep my books at
home. I thought of hiding them but never did.
More recently, a sister said, 'You are unwise
to keep books here.' I trembled often for fear
they would come and take my books - they
were all I had!"
See Precup page 14
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Brethren from page 4

Testimonies at Denver, CO July 12-15:

Testimonies at Hope, IN June 8,9:

(These twilight meetings around a campfire in the mountains, called up
many intimate Ebenezer experiences we can give only in Part. Ed.)

Back to Work Because Brethren Prayed
Br. Mike Patrick, Miami Valley, OH Class.

"...I was laid off right after Christmas and just recently went back to
work, as a result of your prayers. Maybe not yours directly, but the
prayers of the brethren everywhere, which means a great deal to me, and
I want to thank my heavenly Father. I can't tell you how good it is to be
part of this Truth, it has given me a great amount of strength, peace and
courage to carry on...."
Thanks Heavenly Father for Brethren
Br. David Chastain, Hope, IN Ecclesia.

"...Our hearts are overflowing with the blessings of the Lord and His
overruling. Sometimes we are almost overwhelmed by the manifold
providences o f the Lord, to see His guidance and direction in our lives....I
would like to publicly recognize and thank all o f you and all the brethren
who have been such an encouragement and a help to Sr. Sandy and me
and our family in the last year or so in our experiences. We have not
responded to everyone who sent cards or called, but we intend to, and of
course, it is in our hearts, but please take it as much appreciated.
"We have grown to see how important it is for us to support one
another in this Narrow Way. I'm sure each of you have had trying
experiences, and it certainly is encouraging when we can have other
brethren that will give us words of encouragement, give us scriptures,
give us support, some things that will help us. The Lord is very gracious
and it usually comes at a time when you need it most - it builds you up.
We want to thank our heavenly Father for those great expressions of
Christian love, concern and helpfulness that you brethren have shown.
A lot of times we are not as strong as we think we are, and the Lord tries
us along these lines.
"Along a similar line we wanted to quickly tell you how it has been
so encouraging to see the Lord's direction and blessings and overrulings,
step by step the last year or so in our experience....Brethren, there is
probably no other way in our life personally, as we reflect, that we could
have been helped so much in faith as the way the Lord has led us. We
have a way to go, of course, but we can see how the Lord has helped us.
And also it has been a great help to Sr. Sandy as she has been such a great
help to me....We would encourage you to build other brethren up, as we
are going to try to do, not just be on the receiving end of it...make
ourselves ready for the kingdom!"
Blessed in Witness Privileges
Br. Larry McClellan, Columbus, IN.

" ...We prayed for witness opportunities, and the Lord has given us some
nice ones lately. The Hope brethren had a tract meet recently which we
were privileged to share...it felt good to get out tracting again....Then the
Lord sent me another blessing - some Jehovah's Witnesses came to our
door. Our first impression was to find something else to do, but I said,
No, I want to witness to these people. We had a nice 45-minute
discussion on many topics of Truth. It made me appreciate more the
beauty of the Truth as we see it. They are so structured in their
organization - I tried to point out some scriptures about Israel and other
concepts about repeating what they are against in other religions.
"I asked one of the two straight out, 'What you are telling me is that
if I love the Lord with all my heart, mind, soul and strength and am
striving to put on the fruits of the spirit, and studying to show myself
approved in truth and righteousness, and develop Christlikeness; and if
I don't join your organization I will not have a resurrection?' He said,
`You're right.' That took me aback! I feel sorry for people so
organizationally-minded, but rejoice that we are standing fast in the
liberty wherewith Christ has made us free...."

A Precious Ebenezer
Sr. Karole Doran, Louisville, KY

"...An Ebenezer that sticks in my mind is being saved from (what I
thought would be) second death. I consecrated at 19 and was very
definite that I wanted to serve the Lord. Somewhere along the line I got
sidetracked for awhile. I didn't study regularly and passed up witness
opportunities because of gnawing fear in the pit of my stomach.
Something was going on with me physically that I didn't know about,
setting me up for depression. Because of the things that were happening,
I thought I was going into second death, so I might as well just take my
own life.
"I still went to meetings, and took an elderly sister who could not get
out alone. She was a great blessing, encouraging me from scriptures,
poems, her experiences and favorite Reprint, 1822 on peace.
"My father was traveling at the time, and my mother asked me to drive
her to the Dayton Convention to meet my father there. I did, but didn't
plan to stay, as I felt unworthy to be in the brethren's company. They
were all so kind and loving to me, that I went out and bought what I
needed to stay overnight. It just turned my life around. I thought, Why
is the Lord allowing this to happen to me if I am gone? The Lord lifted
me up from that depth of despair, and then He provided my marriage to
David, which was the best thing sprititually that could have happened to
me I thank the Lord for His goodness which I do not deserve.
"Most of my experiences in life, it seems, have been walking with
others through their trials I think of how the Lord has blessed us with
many opportunities to be in the background; to be the telephone number
that people call in the night; to take in those rejected by their families.
I hope I can be faithful to the Lord and work with Him forever!"
A Brother's Advice Hard But Helpful
Sr. Estelle Gill, Columbus, Ohio Class.

"Many years ago I had an Ebenezer experience when I was considering
consecration. When working for my graduate degree, my professor was
a vile man: a drug addict, alcoholic, an evil-minded man who singled me
out for mean treatment. I believe he was possessed, but he was the Head
of the Art Department of the Graduate School. This is what our leaders
had come to at that point. He also used vile language while directing his
gaze at me. To upset me outwardly was a challenge to him to such a
degree, he totally ignored teaching. I was afraid and thoroughly
disgusted. The other students in the class egged him on.
"I was asking the Lord for help. I needed this course for my graduate
studies, and he was the Department Head. To whom could I go for help?
I went to Br. Ralph Gaunt and asked him 'Should I go to the College
Dean, or to the police?' Br. Ralph said, 'There is something else to do.
We can go to someone and confront them.' It was almost unbearable to
think of confronting this man! But Br. Ralph gave me some reassuring
scriptures, and the strength of the Lord to go to this man alone. My
husband said he would stand in the hall and would hear me scream if
needed.
"When I went into this man's office, he busied himself with his
papers. I said, `Mr....will you please sit down, I have something serious
to talk about with you.' He sat down but would not look at me. I told
him he was not behaving like a professor. He was rude obnoxious and
vile. I told him I was a Christian and he was hurting my heart, and hurting
himself as well; that he was a laughing-stock in the class, and they were
egging him on mostly to avoid doing their work.
"This man put his head in his hands and started to cry. He took my
hands and said, 'I am so sorry. My mother was a Christian. I was so mean
to her, I swore at her and hurt her constantly. You remind me of her.'
He apologized and asked how he could make this up to me. I said, 'Try
See Brethren page 16

13

More About our Romanian Brethren
Here are some additional stories from Br.
Allen Springer's last visit to Romania, omitted
in the last issue due to lack of space. Ed

The Truth's Survival
Brethren who visited Romania were
curious as to why the Truth movement there is
concentrated in a little section of the country
(about one-eighth). It was explained that
during the Communist regime, the Greek
Orthodox Church was the State religion for all
the country, but the area where our brethren
live was Roman Catholic before World War
II. Most of that part had belonged to AustriaHungary.
Br. Szabo, a Hungarian native who lived in
Transylvania brought the Truth to Romania
from America - a First Volume translated
from Hungarian into Romanian. Cluj was his
center of activity: the Society office was
established there, the printing press was there.
It was the area for the most intense activity,
which accounts for the concentration of
brethren there today. Most are descendants of
the brethren who pioneered in Present Truth.
Another contributing factor - and a one
- is that prior to Ceauseacu's regime, a
consecrated sister from Maramures province
had two sons in governmental jobs. One had a
high position and was able, frequently, to
intervene on behalf of the brethren. He kept
many of them from imprisonment. This
contributed to the Truth movement's survival,
and is an example o fthe Lord's use ofa human
instrument to work out His providences ❑

Public Meeting at Surduc
This village of Surduc is located on a steep
hill and we had to park in the courtyard of a
villager before proceeding on foot up the
muddy slope. The meeting was scheduled to
begin at 10 am at a more distant location, but
the local brethren decided to have the meeting
at the place o f our arrival so we would not have

Brethren at Surduc

to walk another two kilometers. This meant
that the local brethren had to walk to meet us.
Finally, the meeting began around noon. As
some public were present, it was decided that
Br. Neagomir and I would each give a public
talk. About twenty brethren and a few
neighbors attended. Some of them had walked
quite a distance to get there.
❑

Visit with an Elderly Sister
Sr. Ana Pop of Cluj is in her mid-eighties,
and although in poor health she is keenly alert
mentally. In our visit she related some history
of the Truth movement in Romania from a
personal perspective. Shown here are Br.
Russell's photograph on the wall, and the
Cross and Crown pillow is her handiwork.
Sr. Pop had a lot of Truth material, one of a
kind: original typewritten items - one of Six
Volumes typed on 8-1/2" x 11" by 1-1/2" thick.
When asked, "How did you hold on to these

things?" (so many brethren had their Truth
literature confiscated) she replied, "You
have to know how to keep it;"
When Br. Jerry Leslie asked who the 7th
Messenger was, instantly her fmger went up
and pointed to Br. Russell's picture. Most
homes, whelk: possible, have a picture of Br.
Russell. ❑

Almost Everyone
has a Telephone!
Some interesting observations on
telephones in Romania were made when we
noticed that virtually everyone has a
telephone. Even in very small villages where
many have no running water, they have
telephones.
In Poland, by contrast, almost no one has a
telephone - only two or three percent of the
people are so favored. Some brethren have
waited seven to ten years to get a telephone.
The Romanian brethren gave a possible
answer to this phenomonen. In the past, about
10 percent of the work force was engaged in
spying activity under Ceausescu. Telephones
were installed in most homes, so the
authorities could keep in touch with what was
going on in the country (we were told that
Ceausescu ordered the recording of all
telephone conversations). To accomplish this
they did bug phones. That was his priority.
We were told that when he came to the U.S. in
the 1980s
he visited Texas Instruments, a firm
that makes computer chips - a high tech item.
Returning home, he is said to have obtained all
the telecommunication technology available.
It has been alleged that according to the
former head of Romania's secret police, Joan
Mihai Pacepa, there had been ten million
bugging devices installed in a country of
twenty-three miliion people.
❑

"My sheep hear my voice... and they follow
me. " John 10:27

House purchased for Meeting Hall by American brethren
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Past Suffering in Poland Recalled

Imprisoned Brother
This brother was separated for eight
years from his family, first in Siberia, then
the Mideast, Great Britian, finally
returning to Poland. His face reveals the
imprint of suffering. ❑

Brethren Murdered
for Their Faith
Many years ago, the brother pictured
here attended his first convention, in a
wooded area. The night before, after
many brethren had retired in a house
nearby, three thugs came to a window and
thrust a machine gun into the room, killing
and maiming many brethren.
This brother was sleeping under the
window and was not seen. Later, a brother
in counting the dead and preparing to help
the wounded, stood up at the window, and
a thug hidden in the bushes cut him down
with machine gun fire. This murderous
assault was allegedly instigated by the
Roman Catholic Church. ❑

Conversation
from page 11
Were you of a genial disposition before
consecration?
"No, I was rebellious! If I had not
consecrated I would have been engaged in
battle for human rights, in politics,
ecology and other efforts to better the
lives of mankind. At the hospital where I
am a nurse, my colleagues wanted me to
be their representative in a trade union. I
declined. There are many things that
cannot be cured by facing them."
Does that mean you have no reticence in
expressing your thoughts to others?
"I am very shy and have to fight against
this weakness. At testimony meetings
here, I am unable to tell what I have in
mind, because of shyness I lose my line of
thought.

Statue of Stalin
This statue once stood in the town
square of Krakow. In the recent
revolution it was thrown down - it's face
buried in the mud - where it lay and
became the butt of many jokes. Later,
"Stalin" was transported out into the
boondocks where he was raised up to
contemplate his handiwork - overlooking
Russian barracks of World War II. ❑

"Before I went to the International
Convention in Germany, I prayed
earnestly that the Lord would help me to
be able to express what is in my heart and
mind - to be understood: to discharge my
responsibilities. For instance, here I have
discussions with various brethren. I
would not like to be careless to express
things which would not properly
represent their words, or my thoughts. I
want to be as accurate as possible. At
home I must inform the brethren and want
to be sure I have the proper understanding
of what I have seen, what I have heard and
observed."
You will have been here nearly 4 months
when you go home September 19. Does
this easier life make you reluctant to
leave?
"Oh no! I look forward to going home!

I have and I want to do more at home in the
Lord's service but I must spend much time
taking care of daily necessities. Here, this
is not the case. Nevertheless, I want to go
home. I don't crave the ease and plenty of
your life.
"Before I came here, the brethren at
home discussed that abundance can be
very tempting to the flesh - so many ways
to draw away from sacrifice: to have a big
car, a nice home, a vacation, to keep up
with neighbors, etc. We must be able to
apply the principles of the Truth to our
lives, no matter in what circumstances we
live. 'I know both how to be abased, and
I know how to abound: everywhere and in
all things I am instructed both to be full
and to be hungry, both to abound and to
suffer need.' Phil. 4:12
"Oh! if I could only tell you in
Romanian... ! "
❑
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Harvest News
"Blow ye the trumpet, blow, the gladly solemn sound; Let every nation know to earth's remotest bound." Hymn 24

Russia! What Next?
Bible Prophecy is being Fulfilled.
Today's headlines were written
over 2,000 years ago. In 1989 and
early 1990 people demonstrated in
the streets and governments fell in
Eastern Europe (Psalm 46:2). The
breakaway from the Soviet Union
also began.
Over 1/4 million captive Jews fled
Russia for Israel in the last year and
a half (Jeremiah 16:15; and 3 I :8).
The coup attempt once again
proved we are living in the prophetic
time when the masses are stronger
than tanks (Zephaniah 1:8).
Now the Soviet Republics are
breaking away from Russia.
Speaking of these times, Amos
(5:18.20) predicted the last 80 years

in a capsule: During the end-time
the people would flee from the
(British Imperialist) "lion" - only to
be embraced by the (Russian
Communist) "bear". Then, fleeing
into the illusionary safety of the
"house" of nationalism, what is
waiting is a "serpent" in the wall!
What will Satan's deception be?
Many end-time prophecies are
also being fulfilled in Israel and the
Middle East. Moscow is specifically
mentioned in Ezekiel 38. This
prophecy reveals that Russia will
become so economically desperate
that it will come down to the
relatively defenseless Middle East
and invade Israel. Therefore -

whatever else might happen to the
Soviet Union - the territory of the
Russian Republic will be involved.
What do these end-time
prophecies predict the end of?
When we pray, "Thy Kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth," it
means praying for the end and for
the replacement of this present
corrupt social order with God's
Kingdom on earth.
Not only prophecy is being
fulfilled, but also the Lord's prayer!
Send for a Free copy of: 'What is
This World Coming To?"
DIVINE PLAN
P. 0. Box 144
Edison, NJ 08818-0144

The text of this ad was published in a single column half-page format, in New Jersey's largest newspaper, Star Ledger on Sept. 4 by the New
Brunswick, N J. Bible Students. 110 responses for "What's This World Coming To?" were received through Sept. 12.

"Behold the days come saith the Lord that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah" Jer. 31:31

A Nation Born
to Destiny!
The Israeli State is a miracle of history prophesied in the Bible. Its
boundaries, which include the Golan Heights and the West Bank,
were foretold. (Deut. 1:7,8; Zech.
10:9,10) Its reclamation of waste
lands (Amos 9:14) and capture of
Old Jerusalem (Zech. 12:5,6) were
prophesied. Eventually all will
recognize Israel's rights. It is only
by faith in the God of Abraham that
Israel will survive and, in turn,
bless all the nations of the earth.—
Gen. 16:4; Zech. 12:8-10; 1 Chron.
16:15-18.

The ad shown here "Israel:
A Nation Born to Destiny,"
ran privately in the May/June
issue of Biblical Archeology
Review.
It had good
visibility on the last page
both by design and
placement. In press time,
124 requests for the booklet
"Time to Favor Zion" had
been received. The Israel
flyer shown at right was sent
out with the Zion booklets,
and so far, 13 have ordered
the video. ❑

Highly Acclaimed in a Syndicated
Review that Appeared in 19
of the Largest Jewish Papers
Across the Country

APPOINTMENT WITH DESTINY
AN HOUR OF ENTERTAINMENT AND INSPIRATION — BRING THE FAMILY

.A.

stirring portrayal of the history

of the Jewish people that includes the

tntifada and the allya of Russian Jews. It
dramatizes the history of Zionism in a way
that you feel a part of Israel's destiny.
Although produced by Christians, it
reveals the sad history of the Christian
.lcrii.,..viivtions m persecuting Jews and
indicts Christians for their share of
responsibility in the Holocaust.
The dynamics of the multi-image/stereo
media are used to challenge Jews not to
assimilate or convert to the Christian
denominations. It makes you proud to be a
Jew and proud of the State of Israel. It
urges Christians to respect the separate
and unique destiny of the Jewish people
and to support the Israeli State.

❑ Mass said this inspiring video
"Israel Appomenent with Destiny'
❑ I enclose a check / money order for
S1000 postpaid. Payment must
accompany order.

Name
Address
City
State
Zip

Please send me your free booklet,
THE TIME TO FAVOR ZION IS COME.

ISRAEL
P.O. Box 92/Clawson, MI 48017

.0 0.92
ea, '

Jewish leaden In the U.S. and Israel urge al/ Jews to

300

this challenging production
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Meetings Via the Telephone

Forth Worth Bible Students
"Divine Plan" Program
Accepted on New Network

The Keystone Inspirational Network in Red
Lion, PA, airs the "Divine Plan" program on
television (beginning Sunday, Sept. 15) at
11:30 a.m. EDT. A religious network, it
serves 25 other religious stations nationwide
through its satellite arrangement.
The network representative recently
viewed the video, "The Stranger of Galilee"
and conveyed his acceptance of the program a
few days later.
Program time on Sundays in other time
zones: CDT - 10:30 a.m.; MDT - 9:30 a.m.;
PDT - 8:30 a.m.
"The Divine Plan" program on radio and
television is sponsored by the Fort Worth
Bible Students, P. 0. Box 4085, Fort Worth,
TX 76164.

Brother Frey's Notes
The Portland Area Bible Students wish to
announce their publication of Br. Anton
Frey's Notes:
"The Song of Solomon" ($3.00)
"The Passover" ($2.00) still available

Br. Will McNee offers excellent suggestions
for a broader use of the telephone especially
for the isolated. We give you his plan in his
own words. Ed

A suggestion which presented itself recently,
gelled as follows:
1. Equip one phone with equipment for
handling "Call Alert," and 3-way
conversation, and whatever else is necessary,
including a "Link Button".
2. Maximum: 3 separate phone numbers.
3. The main phone caller dials person #1,
establishes the call, asks them to hold, presses
the Link button, then dials person #2, then
using the Link button again, you have a 3-way
conversation.
4. Now you are all set to have a testimony

Ecclesia Information

meeting with a minimum of 3 people (4 with
the Lord), to have a regular meeting with
hymns, Manna texts and comments,
testimonies and closing prayer.
Brethren who have become used to
testifying will be happy to avail themselves of
a meeting this way if they have had their
testimony meetings disrupted. You have
everything but visual contact, and we think
that the brethren would be very pleased to
have a good old testimony meeting once
again. We have found it so and are grateful to
the Lord for the technology (restitution
blessings) which makes this possible!
Br. McNee is suffering the physical
impairment of Parkinson's disease, yet his
sanctified mind is thinking of the brethren and
how they might be blessed! Ed ❑

Address Changes Secretaries
-

Houston Bible Students

New Ecclesia
Central-West Florida Bible Students
Mrs. David Schott
5210 Proctor Road
Sarasota, FL 34233

Write: Portland Area Bible Students,
P. 0. Box 23232, Tigard, OR 97223

Brethren from page 4

to be a teacher.' I could not go back to his class, but I asked if I could
do independent studies.
"Needless to say, I made a consecration after that experience. The
strength of the Lord was so powerful - to see this man break! It is an
evidence of how the world needs their Savior, and the comfort of the
Scriptures, but don't know it. Even the vilest people need the Lord and
will accept Him in the day of their visitation.
"At the end of the term I went back to the class and one of the students
said, 'You would not believe how wonderful this course has been. This
teacher has been teaching!' I thanked the Lord for that transformation
of myself, and for the transformation of a human being that had been
blinded by the adversary- and possessed, perhaps. I also thank Br. Ralph
Gaunt for having been a positive influence in my life!"
A Joyful, Reverential Sobriety
Br. Larry Davis, Colorado Bible Students.

"There has been a number of things at this convention that have made
me truly appreciative of the Lord's continued love and guidance. I think
the young people have been an example in their attitude and behavior.
I thank all for coming. It's a long way and some hardships for many of
you, and I hope you have been repaid.
"Br. George (Tabac) stated that we sometimes judge other people out
of the Truth. Sometimes we judge ourselves - not necessarily out of the
Truth - but into a position of being unable to do anything. He also
mentioned that he went to Europe and how it changed his life.
"I have not been to Europe. But Europe has come to us. If any of you
has not had a chance to spend time with Sr. Beti Precup, I recommend
it. I could feel this in the short period of time I had with her, what Br.

Mrs. Bill Nichols
P. O. Box 958
Bellaire, TX 77402
Nebraska Bible Students

Mrs. Paul Lagno
P. 0. Box 34283
Omaha, NE 68134

George was talking about in changing lives - the difference of
perspective. The way I would express it is a joyful, reverential sobriety.
What we are about is not a casual or emotional experience.
"We are looking forward to spending eternity together blessing all the
families of the earth. That is not a casual thing. We should be earnest,
joyful, but also very sober. Sometimes when we get together it has a little
too much 'fun and games.' Not that we have to go around with Ion
faces. I thank Sr Beti for giving me this perspective...."
The Spirit Moves to Great Things
Sr. Joyce Lagno, Omaha, NE Class.

"...When I have difficulty falling asleep at night, I like to remember all
my brethren around the world in prayer. Br. Paul and I have been
privileged to travel to many places in the world, particularly Europe. We
also had opportunity to go to Nigeria, Africa, and I would ask special
prayers on behalf of the Nigerian brethren. The government and
economic situation there is very skaky. Many of the brethren are
unemployed. One of the largest and dearest families in the Warri Class
just lost a daughter to the disease of Malaria, This young sister was very
precious to me personally.
"Having had the opportunity to see my brethren around the world face
to face, to speak and sing with them especially has been a tremendous
bond. It transcends anything earthly. It has reaffirmed my faith that this
is the Truth. I can't imagine that there could be such fellowship under
any other circumstances. We have no organization but Christ. Yet, we
are international and united, and the spirit moves the brethren to do great
things for the Lord. I don't mean wonderful human acts, but tremendous
works of the spirit in encouragement, in prayer and the outpouring of
love to everyone...." U
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from page 8

wife had to take a bus as there was not room in
the car. On the way we had a little trouble - the
fan belt broke. The brethren are accustomed
to fixing their cars - most last 20 years. Br.
Mikolaj had a fan belt (not the right size) in the
trunk, but he bunched up about an inch of it,
tied it with nylon cord, and much to our
surprise, it did the j ob. After traveling another
20 minutes Br. Mikolaj said he left a tool by
the roadside. We went back and he quickly
found it, and we were on our way again.
On the way to the meeting we noticed that
the brethren were building a fairly large
meeting hall. The present one had been a part
of Br. Mikolaj's home - donated to the
brethren. We met many brethren most of
whom follow the Laymen's (Epiphany)
doctrines. All the brethren are grateful for the
Volumes received and many expressed that
Meeting in Br. & Sr. ICreskiw's home, Temopil
the translation was good. Br. John was happy
home in Dublyany, a village close by Lviv.
present. The brethren at Temopil are grateful
to hear this because not having direct contact
for the new translation of the Volumes and
with many brethren, he wondered if the
After supper we discussed various scriptural
questions regarding the John Class, Churchother Truth literature. Their questions were
translation would be suitable for all brethren.
on the nominal systems, persecution of the
State, and the 1,000 years of the Kingdom.
Some wondered if it would be possible to
Church at the end, and other questions on the
translate the Bible Comments, the English
Ternopil: Brethren Hold to Volumes
Book of Revelation. After dinner we took a
hymnal with notes, something on the life of
July 19 This day we are in Temopil a city
group picture and continued our fellowship.
Br. Russell, brochures on the Permission of
of 220,000. It is more modem than other cities
Evil, and other related topics. Also they asked
At Funeral in Lemkiw, ISO Attend
about the translation of the rest of the
visited. Br. Kreskiw, Br. Semchuk and his
son-in-law, met us at the train. The people
July 20 We left Temopil at 8:30 a.m. for
Volumes. Many asked for what they called a
speak Ukrainian. Temopil, Lviv and IvanoChernivtsi. It was a slow train stopping at
" Children' s Bible." Br. John told them God's
Frankivsk are controlled by the "Ruch"
Promises is translated and ready for the
every station - even in the middle of a few
party. The Communists have little or no say in
printer. They are happy about that.
fields along the way to drop off passengers.
civic matters.
At the meeting 50 brethren were present,
There were a number of soldiers and even a
most being 50 years and older. Due to lack of
The meeting was at Br. Kreskiw's home and
dog on the train. At Chernivtsi we were met by
room in the house some brethren stood outside
began with a discourse by Br. David on "Able
an intourist lady. She was courteous and
Ministers" simultaneously translated by Br.
for the meeting. More came at 8 p.m. which
helpful. The population o f the city is 270,000,
John. Br. Frank spoke on "The Gifts of God"
brought the total to 100. Three discourses
she said. In this area the Communist Party has
were given: "The Power of the Truth" by Br.
in Ukrainian. Br. John followed with "The
control, and a number of people spoke
David, translated into Ukrainian by Br. John;
Knowledge of the Glory of God." The
Russian. An intourist van took us to the
"Signs of the Times" by Br. Frank in
brethren in Temopil adhere closely to the
Cheremosh hotel where Br. Hawreliuk, his
Ukrainian, and last, "The Four Freedoms" by
Volumes of Scripture Studies and all have a
wife and son-in-law met us. Br. Hawreliuk
Br. John. There were no intermissions and the
heavenly hope. No Epiphany brethren were
was so happy to see us he had tears in his eyes
meeting ended at 9 p.m.
for brethren who came such a
July 17 Br. Xylchuk met us
great distance from Canada to
at 11 a.m. for some sightseeing
visit him.
where we met a black student
The plans for the meeting
from Uganda. He spoke English
had changed due to a funeral
well and wanted to join us in our
service scheduled for the next
walk through the city. We have
day (Sunday). Sr. Cathie
his address to send him some
Misinchuk died Saturday and
literature. We discussed some
because of hot weather they had
items of Truth and water
to have the burial. There are no
immersion with Br. Alexander,
embalming services, no funeral
since an immersion service was
chapels (not even in a big city
to be held on Sunday in Orlivka.
like Lviv). Brs. John and Frank
He mentioned that some
prepared their funeral
consecrate to the high calling
discourses in the evening. Sr.
but most do not - expecting an
Palamarchuk from Moldavia
earthly reward.
visited us with a young brother
July 18 We left by train at
late in the evening for about 45
1:30 p.m. and arrived in Lviv
minutes of fellowship. She said
about 5 p.m. We met Br.
she would like to travel to the
Wasyl Misinchuk husband of deceased, and son (center)
Laybiba who drove us to his
See next page
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U.S. She is Br. Gregory Bologa's mother-inlaw.
July 21 In the morning Br. Hawreliuk's
son-in-law, Br. Bill Patsarniuk met us and
arranged transportation to the funeral which
was in the village of Lemkiw, 50-70 km
distant, from Chernivtsi in the foothills of the
Carpathian mountains. We arrived at the
home of Br. Wasyl Misinchuk, husband of the
deceased, where approximately 100 had
already gathered.
We were ushered into a bedroom where the
body was lying on a bed. The room and the rest
of the house was packed with people. A fan
was directed on the body and a sister waved a
branch with leaves to keep any flies from
alighting. We were seated about 4 feet from
the corpse which was clothed in a traditional
dress covered with white lace from the
shoulders to the feet.
The service opened with a hymn and prayer,
and Br. John gave a funeral discourse of an
hour. We were told that more brethren were
arriving from Moldavia. Lunch was served
outside close to the house under a canopy of
grape vines and clusters. After lunch the body
was taken outside and placed in an open
homemade casket. The brethren from
Moldavia arrived and Br. Manoli Hawreliuk
gave a half-hour discourse. After a few
minutes intermission Br. Frank served with a
discourse of 45 minutes. All the while more
people from the village were gathering. Then
the procession to the cemetery began. Six
brethren took the open casket on their
shoulders and walked about one kilometer to
the cemetery with everyone following.
Halfway they stopped for a rest. Four other
brothers went ahead of the procession (about
150) carrying the casket lid. The day was
sunny and warm.
At the cemetery the casket was placed on a
stand with the immediate family gathered

Brethren from Moldavia

around it. The Moldavian brethren sang a
number of Russian and Ukrainian hymns.
One of them gave a 30 minute discourse. Then
Br. Patsarniuk gave a half-hour's discourse in
Ukrainian. This was followed by more
singing, then Br. John Olchowy closed with
the reading of Psalm 23 and a few closing
remarks and prayer. There was more singing
while the casket was placed over the grave.
The cover was nailed on, then lowered into the
grave with ropes Immediately earth was
shoveled into the grave while all watched.
The funeral began at 10:30 a.m. and ended
about 4 p.m.
The Moldavian brethren were happy to
meet us and said a meeting had been planned
for this day in Moldavia which the funeral
displaced. There are about 300 brethren there
who speak mostly Moldavian which is similar
to Romanian, but a number of brethren, were
born in the Ukraine, and can speak Ukrainian.
They would like to receive more literature in
Ukrainian and greatly appreciate what has
been received so far.
After supper brethren asked questions
relating to life after death, because they
wanted the answers to be heard by worldly
friends and neighbors attending the funeral.
Dobrynivtsi:
John Gowryluk's Birthplace

July 22 Brs. Bill Patsarniuk and Bill
Babichuk took us by car to Dobrynivtsi about
70 kilometers from Chernivtsi where Brs.
Manoli Hawreliuk and Bill Patsarniuk live.
This is the birth place of Br. John Gowryluk
who came to Canada in 1905. He was the
father of Brs. Mike, Bill and Steve; and Sr.
Elizabeth Kuly. Br. Hawreliuk is related to
the Gowryluk family.
The meeting started at 12 noon and Br.
David spoke in Ukrainian on "Work Out Your
Salvation With Fear and Trembling." This
was followed by Br. Frank in Ukrainian on the
topic, "Glorifying our Heavenly Father."

After a 10 minute break Br. John served with
the topic, "The One Most Important Thing."
The meeting was a great spiritual uplift for the
brethren. They are deeply grateful for the
Volumes and literature being sent them.
Before leaving, the brethren wanted to give
us many gifts in appreciation, but we didn't
have space for all their gifts. For example,
they wanted to give us two 25 lb bags of
walnuts picked by brethren from trees native
to the Ukraine. When we left, the brethren
wept and asked when we would be back. We
traveled all night to Lviv.
Back to Poland and Home!
July 23 Arriving in Lviv at 7:45 a.m. Br.
-

Laybiba, Br. Paralyak and Br. John's relatives
were at the train station. Here we gathered up
our luggage, talked with various brethren for
awhile then took a bus at 4:30 p.m. for
Przemsyl, Poland. At the border cars were
lined up for 10 miles, but the bus had priority.
On the Polish side we were delayed two hours
because some men tried to cross the border
without money and were removed from the
bus. Br. Szarkowicz met us in Przemysl and
drove us to his home where we had supper,
fellowship and slept about 2-1/2 hours.
July 24 We got up at 1:30 a.m. and Br.
Szarkowicz drove us to Warsaw 300 km away.
We got a plane to London and left Warsaw at
8:09 a.m. In London we transferred to Air
Canada and arrived in Winnipeg at 8:44 local
time. We are very thankful to the Lord for His
providences in our meeting so many brethren
in Poland and the Ukraine.
❑

"And now, brethren, I commend you to God,
and to the word of His grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified." Acts

20:32

The Hawreliuk family in Dobrynivtsi, Ukraine
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Conventions
" We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company. " Psa. 55:14
October 17-20 Fort Worth, Texas. Fall Annual. Ramada Inn, Loop

820 Highway 183, Hurst, Texas. (817) 284-9461. Secretary: Mrs.
George Wilmott, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164, (817) 5909379.
Connellsville Bible
Students Annual, Conley's Inn (Best Western), New Stanton, PA. Five
speakers. Babysitting arrangements. Details from Secretary; Mrs
Wesley Cramer, RD 1, Box 326-C, Monongahela, PA 15063. (412) 2582585.
October 25-27 Connellsville, Pennsylvania.

Chicago Bible Students New
Year's Annual. Four speakers. For programs and information contact
the Secretary: Ted Marten, 2033 Busse Hwy., Des Plaines, IL 60016.
(708) 824-8916.
December 28,29 Chicago, Illinois.

1992
April 11,12 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington-Chesapeake City

Ecclesia, Pre-Memorial Annual. Place not confirmed at press time. Five

speakers. Details from Secretary: Mrs. A. T. Armstrong , 211 Harrison
Ave, New Castle, DE 19720. (302) - 328-7673.
May 2,3 Detroit, Michigan. Assoc. Bible Students of Metro Detroit's

Annual. Details later. Secretary: Mrs. A. Malinowski, 1701 Waverly
Dr, Trenton, MI 48185.
Europe 1992
August 8-14 Poitiers, France. Sixth Biennial International Convention

of Bible Students. For details on costs and accommodations request the
Convention flyer, Spring 1991. Brethren are asked to make a reservation
now ifthey think they might attend the Convention. Write: International
Convention, 1425 Lachman Lane, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272.
Israel 1993
April 19-25 (Option 2 to May 1). Jerusalem, Israel. Options 1 & 2

include 4 days of convention; 3 days & 6 days respectively touring
Biblical sites in Jerusalem and Israel. More information in next issue of
the Newsletter. For information now, write: Jerusalem Convention,
1011 Johnston Dr, Watchung, NJ 07060-6414 U.S..A. (908) 756-4954.

The Half from page 6

stormy, but Sister Viorica drove well by the
Lord's grace, and we arrived safely at her
apartment after singing many hymns from
memory along the way. Brother Miclos was
singing in Hungarian, Sister Beti & Sister
Viorica in Romanian, and we were singing in
English. Our heavenly Father understands in
all languages.
Thursday, May 16th: We walked with
Sister Beti to visit Sister Martha and Brother
Teodor Farcas. She is ill with many problems
from Adam. However, she had a question to
ask. When our Lord was with Martha, Mary
and Lazarus, did Mary help with the cooking
and just neglect in the serving? A Sister
Lucretia Say from another village had also
come to visit them. The son of the brethren
dropped by to visit his parents. It was nice to
see his and his father's tenderness toward the
ill Sister Farcas. They have a complete Chart
of the Ages hanging above the couch where
sister Martha was resting so we had a brief
review of God's wonderful plan after which
the son drove us back to Sister Viorica's
home.
We then had lunch at the home of Brother
Cornell and Sister Maria Brie. The brethren
visiting from Moldavia, Andrei and Jenia
Matcan with their young son Viorel, were also
present. Andrei's family was sent to the
Siberian salt mines for their belief in the
Truth. They were released in 1957. He told of
a brother going to prison for trying to cross the
border to see brethren. The Moldavian friends
can only leave the country if they have a
written invitation and it is approved by the
government. They had taken the train and bus
to Cluj and would take the long ride home
(about 48 hours) after the meeting. The
friends from Moldavia generally believe that
the high calling is closed. Brother Cornell
asked questions endeavoring to prove that the
door to the high calling is still open.

At 6 pm Andrei Matcan delivered the
greetings from Moldavia. George was asked
to serve, perhaps with questions. His first
question was the one the disciples asked our
Lord, "What shall be the sign of thy presence
and the end of the age?" It was thrilling to
hear the brethren's answers. Brother Cornell
Brie fielded the answers while Sister Beti
translated for us. One very good answer came
from a sister who reminded us that a new day
starts at midnight and at one o'clock we would
greet someone with good-morning even
though it is still dark. One brother mentioned
that there are 88 reasons. Others mentioned
Israel, Daniel's prophecies, etc. The scripture
in Amos 5:20 was quoted: "Shall not the day
of the Lord be darkness and not light? even
very dark, and no brightness in it?"
George introduced the lesson of the Third
Day from the Scriptures; the brethren did not
want to stop the lesson so it was extended for
another thirty minutes with the understanding
that if any needed to leave to catch their buses,
all would understand.
When the meeting was over, fond farewells
were exchanged. We will always remember
the loving smiles, gifts of flowers, food and
fellowship of our Romanian brethren, and
especially their love for the Harvest Truth
which we treasure from the Studies in the
Scriptures.

Friday, May 17th: loan Huzau, the son of
a consecrated brother arrived at Sister Rosca's
home to accompany us to the border. After
stopping at Sister Beti's to pick up a copy of
her itinerary for the United States, we
proceeded toward the border, stopping once
again at the home of the Panicenis at the
village B ors and Andrei & Florita Monenciu's
home in Oradea. loan Huzau left his bag at
their home and continued on to the border with
us. We had thought he would catch the train
at the border and ride back to Cluj, but learned

that there was no train there. When we asked
how he would get to Oradea to catch the train,
he waved his hand in the fashion they use to
flag down a ride. He works for the railroad so
could ride on back to Cluj from Oradea on his
pass.
The countryside of Romania is another part
of God's handiwork. The hills with the
beautiful streams, animals, tulips, lily of the
valley, lilac trees, cultivated fields and fruit
orchards are lovely. We were impressed that
the people were wearing very good clothing.
Even the children going to school were well
dressed.
We left Romania with our lives much
enriched by the privilege of meeting our
brethren who are rich with the Harvest Truth
and who have held on to that Truth through
very trying difficulties. Not only can we look
to the prophets of old as examples of faith, but
also to our brethren of Romania. We can
follow our brethren as they have followed the
Lord.
Returning to Germany we attended part of
the German convention and then had sweet
fellowship at the home of the Stalders once
again. On Wednesday night we arrived at
London's Gatwick Airport where the sweet
smiling Sister Paula Saudemont was waiting
for us. As we checked into the hotel, Brother
and Sister D. J. Holliday arrived. We then had
fellowship together until about 8:30 pm when
Sister Paula had to catch a train into the city to
make connections with her ship back to
Belgium. Thursday morning we boarded
British Airways flight back to DFW where our
David picked us up and took us home.
We can sum up the trip as "blessed by the
Lord". We rejoice that our brethren of
Romania have been kept through all their
trying times by the Present Truth served by
the Lord through That Wise and Faithful
Servant. ❑

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 686
DAYTON, OHIO

BIBLE STUDENTS
NEWSLETTER
P. 0. BOX 33 / CENTERVILLE, OHIO 45459-0033

************* ALL FOR STATE IN
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Syria to Boycott Water Confab if Israel Attends

Jerusalem Post Sept. 7, 1991 - Allison Kaplan

Turkish President Turgut Ozal and the organizers of an upcoming
Middle East summit on water resources have asked the U.S. to convince
Syria to withdraw its threat to boycott the meeting if Israel participates.
Ozal, the host of the summit, has thus far withheld a formal invitation
to Israel because of a message from Syrian officials saying Damascus
would not meet with Israel and would influence other Arab countries to
follow suit.
The State Department has informed Ozal that if Israel is not invited
to the water summit, the U.S. will refuse to participate. But according
to sources in Washington, there is fear in some State Department circles
that pressuring Syria could interfere with plans for a peace conference.

Statement of Purpose
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible Students

Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is published as a
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in
the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and
wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the
Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the
Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information
for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. News items
should be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church

is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35.

