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"The Lord recompense thy work, and afull reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust."
Ruth 2:12

London Convention Might Be Oldest
Is London, England the site of the oldest
running Bible Students Convention?
Quite possibly. Conventions in the Pittsburgh, Pa. area have probably been running fairly regularly since the 1880's or
90's, though not continuously.
Siloam, Texas has never missed a year
of convention since 1912, and London,
England has only missed a few years since
1903. We thank Bro. Albert 0. Hudson of
the Bible Fellowship Union, Dorset, England for the following letter and historical
information:
"The Newsletter reports that the Siloam
Convention held annually since 1912 may
possibly be the oldest still running convention of Bible Students in the world.
Maybe we in Britain can eclipse that with
our national convention in London. The
first London Convention was held Apr.
25-26, 1903 on the occasion of Pastor
Russell's second visit to this country and
there has been a London Convention
annually ever since. The attendance at the
1903 convention was 600; by 1918 this

had increased to 1200.
At that time the independent fellowship, formed following the death of
Brother Russell and the coming to power
of Rutherford, carried on with a London
Convention in 1919 at which the details of
the new fellowship were settled, and following that there was a convention in
London each year which by 1931 attained
an attendance of 600. At that time what
became the permanent venue for the next
forty years, Conway Hall in Central
London, was used for the first time,
(except for the war years when due to the
air raids on London only local gatherings
were held).
By 1970 declining numbers dictated the
use of smaller halls, first at Langley in the
SW sector and now at Chesham in the
NW sector. The current London Convention is planned for Chesham in June next
thus attaining a chain of 85 years. Our
numbers are much smaller than in the
great days of the Harvest but the spirit is
still there and the Truth remains the same."

"Olive Trees, Delphi, Greece" Drawing by Alvin Raffel

Bro. Alvin Raffel in 1972

Greetings in the Lord
For 14 years Bro. Alvin Raffel who died
April 24, carried out his commitment to
the publication of a Bible Students Newsletter. His continuing oversight of its policies and practices had, we believe, a
salutary effect on its reception generally.
Bro. Alvin's wisdom, judgment and sense
of humor will be sorely missed in its production. As long as health permitted he
went daily to the post office "to see what
the Lord sent," and delighted in returning
with news items and letters from grateful
readers. But despite his increasing disabilities, he never considered giving up his
commitment to the Newsletter.
In the past three years, however, some
changes in the operation were indicated.
A co-editor was named, and an advisory
committee of elders appointed. These
additions, he felt, strengthened both the
function and quality of the work.
Now there is a need for direction in
updating production methods and procedures to improve the economy of the
operation, and to achieve more punctual
mailings of the issues. In the Lord's providence, a qualified brother has been found
who will serve as Newsletter Coordinator.
We request our readers to join us at the
Throne Of Grace for guidance in attaining these goals. ❑
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"We have found that it is by bringing us into severe trials, ordeals, putting us under crucial tests, that the Lord develops more and more
our faith, love, trust and hope in Him." R. 3970.
■ Sr. Judith Csutor, 1 Blue Gill Lane, Westbrook, CT suffered
the loss of her daughter, Sr. Stephanie Csutor in an automobile
accident on March 10. Sr. Judith was in intensive care with a
broken leg requiring three pins, and broken vertebrae requiring a
metal supported neck brace. She was not able to attend her
daughter's funeral. Sr. Judith's faith and quiet acceptance of the
Lord's will in permitting this tragedy has been a tremendous
inspiration to the brethren who have visited her. Some have left
her bedside in tears and wonderment after hearing her speak of
how close she was to Stephanie as both a mother and sister in
Christ, how she is just happy that the Lord blessed her with
Stephanie for 24 years, and how she is leaving the care of her
non-consecrated family in the Lord's hands. Sr. Judith was praying at the time of the accident and is thankful that she has no
memory of it.
Sr. Csutor is now at home in a wheel chair, and the doctors say
it will be two years before she can walk and work normally. Her
work had previously been an important part of the family's
income. Through these experiences, she says she has learned
what "the peace of God that passes all understanding" really
means and has felt the prayers of the brethren. She wants to
thank the brethren for their prayers, cards, gifts and love in the
Lord. Even though she partook of Memorial alone, she felt close
in spirit to the brethren. She cites the Manna for March 1 as a
special help. (See testimony by Sr. Jean Weeks.)

■ Sr. Rose Henning (c/ o Owen Kindig, 3763 Dorothy Drive,
Columbus, OH 43224) fell in her dooryard on June 5 breaking a
hip. She managed to pull herself through the open door but was
unable to reach the phone. A neighbor, meanwhile, noticed her
open door (usually closed for air conditioning) and came to
investigate. In the hospital, a pin was inserted the next day. Sr.
Rose was in a convalescent center where she made good progress
until July 21, then she went to the Owen Kindigs' home for
further recuperation.
Sr. Henning was 91 years of age on June 11.

■ Bro. Ian Cipperley (c/ o Mr. W. H. Clark, 1121 Overbrook
Road, Baltimore, MD 21239). Since breaking his hip Bro. Cipperley has been making his home with his daughter in Baltimore.
He was 90 years old on Dec. 25. His daughter writes that he
continues alert mentally and has progressed from walker to cane
and even makes 2 trips daily up and down stairs. He would
appreciate hearing from brethren in the area and elsewhere.
In the last Newsletter issue we gave Bro. Cipperley's new
address and a mention of his fall and broken hip. Since then we
received this additional information.

60655) writes "Dear Brethren: Greetings in Christ! Just a few
words to express deepest appreciation for the many messages
(about 300) of comfort, encouragement and assurances of
remembrance in prayer received from the brethren since my
affliction. While being able to acknowledge some of those who
wrote to me, I take this opportunity to thank you for your
manifestation of loving concern toward my wife, Sr. Marie and
me. May God bless you! Our sentiments regarding the experience
we are undergoing is well expressed in Psa. 125:1,2 and Lamentations 3:22-26."

■ Sr. Frankie Elberg (P.O. Box 178, Whitesburg, KY 41858) is
isolated and afflicted with arthritis. She writes: "...the old pain
came back and I haven't felt up to par. I was unable to attend the
Memorial as I had hoped and couldn't help but feel disappointed.
I haven't tried to contact the brethren (away) but now that I am
feeling better will try to do so.
"I thank you for the Newsletters (sent) they were like a breath
of fresh air and I enjoyed them so much I could hardly put them
down. I have been so hungry for the sweet fellowship of the
Lord's dear people. We will not be moving for awhile so will be at
this address in the meantime. But I am looking forward to the
change as I will be in a more favorable position to find fellowship
with the brethren..."

■ Sr. Lois Latina, 270 Hills Street, East Hartford, CT 06118) is
recovering from a heart attack on May 6. Her family, meanwhile,
is coping with other health trials and experiences.

■ Sr. Hazel Buckley (317 Pearl St, Charlotte, MI 48813) is
bereaved by the death of her daughter, Sr. Leontyne on April 23.
Shortly after the loss of her daughter, she had a heart attack and
spent about three weeks in the hospital. She is home again and
being watched over by her family who all live nearby.
■ Bro. James and Sr. Ethel Webster (Building 440 North Ave.
#64, Haverhill, MA 10830). Sr. Ethel has been very sick for some
time and Bro. James has been faithfully attending to her needs.

■ Bro. Kenneth Glaze (1412 S. Adams Ave., Apt 201, Marshfield, WI 54449) had surgery for colon cancer on June 29 and
expected to be in the hospital about 10 days but was kept for 14.
The operation was considered successful and Bro. Kenneth is
resting comfortably at home. He has not required any pain pills
since July 7.
Because Bro. Glaze had inadequate insurance to cover this
surgery, the hospital agreed to accept him under state aid. The
Lord does provide!
The brethren's cards of encouragement, donations and prayers
are much appreciated by him, and he wishes to express his
heartfelt thanks until he can write brethren individually. Please
continue sending mail.
■ Bro. Bruno J. Hack (3820 W. 116th Place, Garden Homes, IL

■ Sr. Mildred Raffel (6720 Mad River Road, Dayton, OH
45459) "Throughout these days of bereavement the Lord's loving
care has been 'amazing grace' indeed! The love and helpful
messages and Scripture texts sent me in abundance by ecclesias
and individuals have been uplifting, and their prayers have
resulted in the most unexpected peace of mind I could ever have
imagined. I acknowledge thankfully that without this sustaining
power derived from prayers on my behalf, I could not have met
the demands of this crisis. To all my dear brethren I send my
heartfelt thanks, those who wrote or called, and all who prayed
for me in my time of need. May the Lord reward each one of you
with bountiful spiritual blessings.
"Permit me now a few observations on the character of my
dear husband Bro. Alvin, and my reactions to his loss. Afflicted
with arthritis for the past 25 years, he underwent many painful
surgeries — ten times under the knife in ten years. In that same
period he had frequent prolonged bouts with pain, and in the last
See Afflicted, page 6
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Entered Into Rest
"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens." II Cor. 5:1.
■ Bro. Alvin R. Raffel, an elder of the Bible Students Ecclesia of

Dayton since 1946, finished his course suddenly on April 24, of
cardiac arrest at 81 years of age. He had been refreshed just 5 days
earlier at the West Suburban (IL) convention.
As a child in Bro. Russell's day, he attended meetings with his
parents, and later as a Junior Bible Student until 1921. During his
high school years he was introduced to the art world and later
continued his studies in Chicago and abroad. He married Sr.
Mildred in 1940, the same year he consecrated his life to the Lord.
His service in W.W. II (as a C.O.) resulted in partial disability.
Since then he suffered many afflictions in the flesh, but was
always willing to serve the Truth whenever or wherever the
opportunity presented. Bro. Alvin was a champion of the Harvest Message and of the role of "that faithful and wise servant"
whom the Lord used to dispense the "meat in due season." His
home was always open to the brethren, and the meetings of his
home ecclesia held there for many years, continue to the present.
An art professor at the Dayton Art Institute for 27 years, he
was given a sabbatical in 1964 and elected to travel in Greece
covering some of the territory traveled by the Apostle Paul. At
the same time, he visited the Great Pyramid in Egypt. These
travels were a great inspiration and blessing to him.
A man of strong convictions, his honesty and outspoken
manner often belied his tender heart. Many will remember him
shedding a tear occasionally in discourse or testimony.
His funeral witness given by Bro. Owen Kindig was attended
by some of his colleagues, many of his former art students, as well
as relatives and brethren. (See poem, page 11, written in Bro.
Raffel's memory by Bro. Glenn Pryor.)

Bro. Dan Kaziak

■ Bro. Dan Kaziak, an elder in the Associated Bible Students of

Metropolitan Detroit, finished his Christian course on March 31
after an extended ordeal of two open heart surgeries. He was 61
years of age.
Bro. Dan was born into a truth family in Niagara Falls, N.Y.,
and moved to Detroit in 1947 after symbolizing his consecration
at the Brooklyn Convention in 1946. The next year he moved to
The Dawn where he served about a year. Returning to Detroit he
married Sr. Bessie in Oct. 1949.
Zealous for the Truth and its proclamation, he served as an
elder about 34 years, beginning in the Detroit Bible Students
Ecclesia in 1953, then in the Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit.
Bro. Dan had a meek, quiet spirit and was an influence for
peace both among the brethren and his co-workers. His consideration in his home was exemplified in his willing assistance to Sr.
Bessie in the care of her mother in their home. His death is a great
loss to the family and to the class; but as his long-time associate,
Bro. Henry Kwolek said: "We believe it is his gain in that he can
now boast as one that putteth off his harness." 1 Kings 20:11
He leaves Sr. Bessie, his beloved wife of more than 37 years
(8331 Orhan, Plymouth, MI 48187); three daughters: Ruth
Rachel Cox; Ann Elizabeth Aleman and Margaret Irene Kaziak
(San Diego, CA); one granddaughter and three grandsons; a
sister, Sr. Esther Bachorski of Spring Hill, Florida.
The funeral service consisted of a reading of the 84th Psalm
and prayer by Bro. Henry Kwolek, and the discourse by Bro.
Walter Blicharz. (See Bro. Dale Marzewski's testimony.)
■ Bro. Paul Cook, a member of the Columbus, Ohio Bible

Bros. Alvin Raffel and David Doran with Chart

■ Bro. Howard Corner, age 103 died June 23 in a nursing home

in Ithaca, N.Y. A member of New Brunswick Ecclesia since the
mid 50's and of the Plainfield N.J. class in Bro. Russell's day. He
remembered well the privilege of using his car to pick up Bro.
Russell at the train station when he came to speak.
In his final years he was well taken care of by his daughter
Elma Tamarin. And every Sunday he was faithfully visited by Sr.
Ruth and Bro. Vincent Kowalewski. The graveside service in
New Jersey was conducted by Bro. Ken Rawson and attended by
relatives, neighbors and brethren. His wife, the late Sr. Emma,
preceded him in death 18 years ago.

Students died March 17 at the age of 72 ending a consecrated
walk of 35 years. He had been ill for the past two years with
Parkinson's disease and lung cancer.
His full name was Paul Taze Abraham — named for the
Apostle Paul, Bro. Russell and Abraham, the father of the
faithful. As indicated, he was the son of Truth parents and
brought up in its precepts.
An example of Bro. Paul's love for the Lord, the Truth and the
brethren, was his concern for the late Bro. Frank Baker of
Nelsonville, OH. He was in declining health for years and Bro.
Paul provided his care until his death.
Bro. Cook leaves his beloved wife Sr. Marjorie, who tended
him faithfully in his illness (5454 Roche Dr,. Columbus, OH
43229); two daughters; a sister, Sr. Irene Green.
Bro. Owen Kindig gave the funeral witness.
See Deaths, page 4
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■ Sr. Stephanie Csutor, of Westbrook, Connecticut was killed
March 10 at age 24 in an automobile accident when her car was
struck by a drunk driver. Approximately 400 grieving relatives,
friends, and brethren — many of them young people — attended
the funeral discourse, delivered by Bro. Al Weeks.
She is survived by her mother, Sr. Judith Csutor (see Afflicted),
her father Steve, 3 sisters Jennifer, Judy, and Sharon; a brother
Steve and grandparents Mr. Raymond Leete and Mr and Mrs.
Istvan Csutor. She leaves also her roommate, Wanda Hathaway
(c/ o Rick Suraci, 219 Johnson Rd, Hamden, CT 06518), a
cerebral palsy victim who was also severely injured in the accident, and is now confined to a convalescent home. Through
Stephanie's witnessing, Wanda has had an interest in the Truth.
(See testimony by Sr. Jean Weeks.)
While attending college at the University of Bridgeport, she
was largely responsible for making the arrangements to show the
production "For This Cause." Because of her effort over 500
people were blessed by its message.
The following poem was written in Sr. Stephanie's memory by
Sr. Laura Kelsey, and it was read at the funeral.

Desolation

Restoration

We miss them in the morning
When the mist is on the hill:
When no busy hum is heard
And all the land is still.
Oh, the dear familiar faces,
Oh, the void and empty spaces,
And the longing for the voices
that are still.

We'll see them in the morning,
When the sun shines o'er the hill.
The ransomed hosts returning,
For 'tis God's unchanging will
That those dear familiar faces
Will refill the empty spaces,
And praise will grace the voices
that were still.

We miss them in the evening,
by the fireside's ruddy glow:
Its light and warmth seem only
the vacant chairs to show:
Our hearts then fill with sorrow
For the dawning of the morrow,
Without the loving voices
that are stilled.

That bright and happy morning
all the prophets have foretold:
A glory so entrancing,
every eye shall then behold.
When bells of joy are pealing,
And broken hearts are healing,
Then love will cheer the voices
that were still.

When we hear the joyous notes
that hail the coming spring,
And all around, the gladness makes
wood and valley ring,
Then we miss them even more
Than we ever did before, in the
Beauty and the fragrance
of the spring.

Now come, behold the foregleams
of that grand and happy day,
when weeping, sorrow, dying,
shall forever pass away,
Weep not for desolation,
But rejoice in restoration,
For the blossoms that will greet us
in the spring.

When the dreary cold and chill
of the winter draweth nigh:
When the sobbing wind is heard
and the pretty flowerlets die,
Then we miss them most of all,
And we seem to hear the call of the
Dear and loving voices
that are still.

Oh, sweet and joyous spring-time!
what glories over-spread,
As health and strength and beauty
adorn the risen dead.
Then we'll praise God most of all,
When we hear the welcome call
Of the dear and loving voices
that were still.

Oh, the dear familiar faces!
Oh, the void and empty spaces,
And the longing for the voices
that are still.

Oh, the dear familiar faces!
Now thrice happy are the places
With the music of the voices
that were still.
L E. K

■ Sr. Ethel B. Wendeln, of the Indianapolis (Ind.) Bible Students, died in July in a nursing home at the age of 98 years. She
had lived in Indianapolis 25 years and was the widow of Frederick J. Wendeln. In earlier years she was known to many brethren
before the infirmities of age forced her into retirement. Sr. Freda
Dearing lived near her, and advised the Newsletter of her death.
Sr. Wendeln is survived by four grandchildren and two
great-granddaughters.

■ Sr. Pauline Robinson of Portland, Oregon lost her nine-year
battle with cancer and finished her course on April 21. Her
parents found the Truth in 1910 in Claremont, CA where she was
born. She symbolized her consecration in the late 1930's, and in
1950 married Bro. "Dick" Robinson of Pittsburgh, Pa. who met
with brethren in Pastor Russell's Bible House on Arch Street.
In the years of her spiritual training and experience in southern
California, the Bay area, and more recently in Oregon, she
faithfully used her opportunities in line with Gal. 6:10. In her last
days of illness she knew her time was short, and spent her
remaining time and strength handwriting messages of comfort
and encouragement as Eccl. 9:10 admonishes. She had a wide
acquaintance with brethren across the country.
Bros. William Ostrander and Jerry Leslie officiated at her
service which as attended by_..82. Surviving are: Bro. Dick, hei,
claird;OVi`
of nearly 37 years (5330 Orchid St, KIVTTrert
97210); three brothers: Samuel, David and Joseph, all of Salem,
e Sr. Alice Ledwinka of Hope..aaacl(2
1-uncle Bro. Clyde Beck, a cousin Sr. Wava Murray, Upland, CA.
■ Sr. Leontyne Buckley, a member of the Jackson Michigan
Bible Students, died on April 23, ending a long terminal illness.
Her family was at her bedside in the hospital and remarked that
her mind was clear to the end.
She leaves her mother, Sr. Hazel (see Afflicted) with whom she
lived; a sister, Sr. Erna Elias, 428 Johnson St., a brother, Bro.
Edgar, 725 N. Sheldon Street — all of Charlotte, Michigan
48813.
Sr. Leontyne's example throughout her illness has glorified the
Lord, and was faith-strengthening to all who knew her. Bro. Ray
Lumley gave her funeral witness.

Sr. Leontyne and mother Sr. Hazel playing two pianos in "stereo" in their
home

■ Sr. Lulu (Jo) Hildebrant of Bay City, Mich. ecclesia finished
her course on Feb. 19 at 71 years. Sr. Hildebrant was one of six
sisters and one brother. All her sisters but one — Sr. Edna
Reinhardt -- preceded her in death. Five of them came into the
Truth. Sr. Jo symbolized her consecration in 1919.
After the death of her husband, Sr. Jo's grandson Ruel Hughes
made his home with her until his untimely death in an auto
accident. In failing health, she then made her home with her
sister, Sr. Edna Reinhardt for the past two years.
Bro. Henry Kwolek gave a good witness to her family and
friends. Afterward the husband of Sr. Jo's granddaughter had
many questions for Bro. Henry. He was given a First Volume and
after looking it over asked where he could obtain a full set. This
too was given him. Now the class is hopeful the seed will take
root.
See Deaths page 6
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Brethren Immersed at Chicago L to
R (seated) — Srs. Tamra Whittaker,
Sonia Cevera, Jennifer Dimitry,
Karen Tivador, Rhoda Larson,
Monica Paz

Standing — Bro. Dan Slivinsky (immersion service) Srs. Rhoda
Larson, Monica Paz, Sonia Cevera, Tamra Whittaker

Inset — Bro. Drakus Dimitry immersed by
Bro. Daniel Larson

New Brethren in Christ
Immersions, 1986-87
November 30 at Portland, Oregon:
Bro. Aaron Leslie, Portland Area Bible Students,
is the son of Bro. Jerry and Sr. Sharon, a 4th generation Bible Student.
March 28 at Columbus, Ohio:
Bro. Max Blair, Oakridge Tenn. ecclesia, is the
husband of Sr. Grace;
Sr. Rose Erjaceb, Columbus Bible Students, heard Truth on the
Divine Plan program. Brought up a Catholic, she was first in The
Way, then the Jehovah's Witnesses.
April 12 at Wilmington, Delaware:
Sr. Karen Hauslein, Wilmington-Chesapeake City Ecclesia, is
the daughter of Sr. Bertha Campbell; mother of Srs. Lisa Gillette
and Lori Maurer. Her interest was nurtured by Bro. Rod MacDonald at regular meetings for newly interested;
Sr. Sherry Raber, New Brunswick, N.Y. ecclesia. First contact in
mid-70's by colporteurs Dawn Shallieu and Sr. Donna Mathewson, followed up in Activity meeting.
April 26 at Houston, Texas:
Bro. O'Neal Webster of Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
May 23 at Chicago, Illinois:
From Chicago Bible Students:
Sr. Margaret Dimitry, sister of Sr. Elizabeth Dimitry;

Sr. Rhoda Larson, daughter of Bro. Dan and Sr. Linda;
Sr. Tamra Whittaker, daughter of Sr. Donna.
Sr. Karen Tivador, Detroit Bible Students, daughter of Bro.
George and the late Sr. Elaine.
Sr. Judith Chapman-Ward, Northern Ill. ecclesia, came through
follow-up study group.
Sr. Monica Paz, Panama City, Panama, a foreign exchange
student, witnessed to by Sr. Rhoda Larson at school, currently
isolated. Address: c/o Eunice de Almanza, Apartado 7007,
Panama 5, Panama, Republic of Panama.
Bro. Keith Klepin, San Diego ecclesia, husband of Sr. Carol.
From Southeast Michigan ecclesia:
Sr. Sonia Cevera, received a witness originally in Milwaukee by
Sr. Sarah Owczarski. She is the fiancee of Bro. Chris Bidigare;
Bro. Drakus Dimitry and
Sr. Jennifer Dimitry, are brother and sister of Sr. Elizabeth
Dimitry
July 4 at Prince Albert, Saskatchewan:
Sr. Darde McMillen, Prince Albert ecclesia, is the daughter of
Bro. Fred Yasinchuk;
Bro. James Friesand, Edmonton, Alberta, had a Truth background as a child;
Sr. Pauline Holwachuk, Porcupine Plains, is the daughter of Sr.
Gulka.
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Afflicted from page 2
three years he was in pain almost daily. Throughout these severe
afflictions he sought relief on occasion, through manipulation or
medication, but any benefit was short lived. He never complained or expressed a wish to have it otherwise. Instead, in his
weekly testimonies he expressed the hope that he could continue
to accept without complaint whatever the Lord might permit,
and was thankful for the Lord's grace which `...is sufficient for
thee.' The Morning Resolve and Vow were daily on his lips and a
comfort and encouragement to him. He considered these a keeping power from the Lord for this evil day and urged their use on
anyone not using this means of grace. Bro. Alvin had strong faith
and a bright hope which, I trust, has been realized.
"For me, in the face of death's shattering reality, most temporal
concerns evaporated. Returning after two hours in Emergency, I
was shocked to see how my home had changed in that short time.
Suddenly, it was just an empty house. Without Alvin's personality and presence, nothing temporal had any value. 'Vanity, vanity
all is vanity.'
"If only we could have this insight in younger years, when so
many wants press in upon us — though claiming to be dead with
Christ — we could spare ourselves and others the anxiety, toil
and discontent that human effort entails. Until I suffered this
earthly loss, I was unaware of the tendrils holding me to earth.
That is not to say they have all been severed — that can come
only in the final experiences of our deliverance — but I hope an
inroad has been made on that work in me.
"In one stroke the Lord was able to open my hand in a way I
never could have done by taking thought. With my dearest

earthly treasure transferred to the heavenly vaults, I see the
experience as a necessary preparation for my own deliverance in
His due time. I am grateful for the blessing of our 46 years
together and all the privileges of service we enjoyed; also for these
insights from our heavenly Father and dear Lord, Jesus Christ!
■ Sr. Agnes Solum (22 Olney Dr., Wethersfield, CT 06109) has
been in and out of the hospital and convalescent homes in the
past 2 months. She is lonely and needs contact and encouragement from brethren.
■ Bro. Gregory Bologa (R R 2, Box 249, Kerhonkson, NY
12446) has rapidly lost much weight and has been ill due to
undiagnosed causes. Bro. Gregory and his wife Sr. Gina wish to
thank the brethren for their letters, assistance, and concern.
■ Bro. Tony Franco (29 Cutler St, Groton, CT 06340) is having
heart valve problems. His condition is so bad the surgeons will
not operate. The doctors can do nothing more for him. Prayers
are needed.
■ Bro. Jack and Sr. Ruth Wolvin (Esther's Trailer Park, RD 1,
Box 17, Fairless Hills, PA 19030) are suffering from various
health problems and need encouragement.
■ Sr. Helen Zolotowski (59 Glenby Road, Hamden, CT 06514)
and her 99 year old mother, Sr. Anna Strawhince share a home
and the Truth. Sr. Anna is failing and Sr. Helen is caring for her
diligently. ❑

Deaths from page 4
■ Sr. Adele (Lena) Apicelli, age 82, died June 23, a member of
the Groton-New London Ecclesia. She is survived by her daughter with whom she lived, Sr. Sylvia Panucci, 70 Warner St,
Groton, CT 06340; her son Bro. Guido Apicelli; 2 other daughters, Srs. Eva Cooper and Velma Isbasfalean; 7 grandchildren
including Bros. Robert and Daniel Panucci and 5 greatgrandchildren. She was faithful in tracting and witnessing until a
broken hip 3 years ago and continued failing health rendered her
an invalid.
Bro. Joe Panucci gave the graveside service.
■ Bro. William Szutiak entered into rest on April 27 due to
complications of old age. He was 91. He was cared for by his
daughter, the late Sr. Lucille and her husband Bro. Walter Wesol,
in their home for several years where he died.
Bro. Szutiak walked the narrow way over 75 years and was an
elder of the Chicago Polish ecclesia over 45 years. During that
time he was used as a public speaker. He spent his earlier consecrated years in New Jersey and Detroit, Mich. using his talent as
a printer producing Truth literature for distribution to Polish
speaking people. His zeal in telling the "old, old story" was
inspiring to many brethren. At one time he printed a number of
tracts offering a large sum of money to anyone who could prove
from the Bible that man has an "immortal soul." No one ever
accepted his challenge.
He leaves his wife Sr. Eva, a daughter Sr. Alpha Koterba, 29
Mt. Pleasant Ave, Wallington, NJ 07057; 4 grandchildren: Srs.
Merrily Wesolowski and Ruth Cunningham, Lee Wesol and
Daniel Koterba; one great-grandchild. The service, attended by
80, was conducted by Bro. Alfred Burns in English, and the
Polish portion by Bro. Edmund Jezuit.

■ Sr. Irene Dewys of Grand Rapids, Michigan died on June 7.
She was 78 years of age. One of 5 children, she and her 3 sisters
received a knowledge of the Truth from her mother, Sr. Katherine
Winske.
Sr. Dewys leaves a son, Bro. Eugene, 2025 Three Mile Road,
Grand Rapids, MI 49504; three sisters: Srs. Pauline VanderBough, Verna Houlmont and Martha Mull.
■ Sr. Stella Kubala entered into rest on April 19, at the age of 93.
She was cared for by her daughter Sr. Florence and son-in-law
Bro. George Tabac in their home for the past two years.
Sr. Kubala came to America from Poland in 1913 at eighteen
years of age and lived in Philadelphia, Pa. A neighbor who was a
Baptist, invited her to see the Photo-drama of Creation and she
became interested when a few sisters made a follow-up call. In
1917 she consecrated her life to the Lord.
One weekend while on a tract drive with a group of brethren, a
mob gathered and began to push and hit the brethren, tearing at
their clothes. The feelings of the people against the Bible Students
were ugly at that time. The police came and took the brethren
into a building for protection and later they were taken to the
police station. They were held there until other brethren came to
bail them out. Sr. Stella's husband Bro. Joseph, was a deacon for
some years. He suffered a stroke and lived 15 years after and his
wife cared for him during that time.
Besides her daughter Sr. Florence Tabac, 900 Brentwood Dr,
Bensenville, IL 60106, Sr. Kubala leaves a son, Bro. David Bruce
of Seattle, WA; two grandchildren: Sr. Ginger Brann and Chris
Bruce; and one great-grandchild. About 80 attended the services
conducted by Bro. Tom Ruggirello in English, and Bro. Edmund
Jezuit in Polish.
See Deaths, page 14
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German Sister Finds "Island of Faith" in Poland
Sr. Sylvia Reisner of West Germany
responded to our general request for
information in the last issue of the Newsletter by sending the following report,
dated 11 March 1987. At the end of her
letter she wrote, "I hope there aren't too
many mistakes of grammar in it, but I'm
far away of being perfect at English. I'm
far away of being perfect at all..." Don't
worry about your English, Sr. Reisner,
and when it comes to making mistakes,
we at the Newsletter know a lot about
doing that! — Ed.
Dear Brethren! Greetings in our Redeemer's Name. First I want to thank you for
the copy of the Newsletter I received
today. I know that dear Bro. Keetman
made this request to you, to send me the
Newsletter regularly. I'm very happy about
that, because I used to read your magazine for the last two years without having
own copies.
I want to share with you some experiences. At the International Convention
in 1986 I met a lot of young people out of
various countries. It was very encouraging to me to make friends with fellow
believers and to deepen already existing
contacts.
Visits Polish Brethren.
So it was like a continuation of Willingen when I had the privilege to meet the
brethren of Krakow, Poland. I was there
from Dec. 26 to Jan. 2, 1987 and stayed

with a Polish family of brethren in a two
and a half room apartment. After a journey of 1.000 km that lasted 27 hours I
arrived in Krakow by train and was
picked up by a young brother. I stepped
into the completely different way of life
there. The brethren there are to me like an
island of faith in an ocean of affliction and
daily troubles. But they really don't seem

Brethren's Home In Krakow

to be under pressure of the government
...they are in most cases not touched by it.
I had a conversation about this with Bro.
Daniel Kaleta, the leader of the Polish
choir SELA, and he confirmed my
thoughts. They are "above party" in their
minds.
I also attended a few conventions in
Krakow and received rich blessing. They
have different kinds of meetings, not as
here in Germany. We used to practise the

Berean Study in smaller groups, but that's
not possible for them because they are too
many. What was also new for me were the
testimony meetings. We don't have that
here very often. And I really enjoyed it,
even if I didn't have the courage to stand
up myself and express my feelings because
my Polish is bad and everything was so
new for me.
I also met Lisa Groves there, who
works for the Lord, together with her bus
"Ruth". It was great, when I saw her
during an intermission between two discourses. She stepped onto the courtyard
of the small building, approached me and
hugged me. I was close to tears because
everything was so peaceful and full of joy
and zeal for the Lord and his work.
Together with the members of the Sela
choir — some may know from the International Conventions — I spent a whole
day at a rehearsal. It wasn't only a rehearsal for me, it was worshipping and praising the Father with songs. We had a
longer break for lunch. In the small kitchen of the building a few sisters were
preparing sandwiches for all and some
were warming themselves at the two castiron ovens in the assembly room. It was
winter outside but in our hearts nothing
was cold. Only a deep feeling of unity in
spite of all material borders that are lying
between us now. It was really hard for me
to leave again for the "free Germany."

My very own Chart Coloring Book
A new coloring book, designed to inspire
our children with basic Bible truths by
illustrating the Chart of the Ages is now
ready. As shown above, its title is My very
own Chart Coloring Book.
The book helps familiarize young children with the chart and God's Plan in
several ways:
First, little four line poems on each
page introduce the concepts behind the
pyramid figures on the chart in childlike
language. Example:
"A is for ADAM,
made perfect and pure,
Placed in a Garden,
so safe and secure...

"B is for Bad People,
cursed by the fall,
Losing health, life,
Happiness and all."
Parents may find this a helpful tool.
Second, progressive charts on each
page help show how history, Scripture
and prophecy fit together to form God's
beautiful Plan.
Finally, the center page presents a large
chart, designed to be used with paste-on
pyramids enclosed with the book.
The cost is $1.00 for each book, plus
$1.00 postage for each book. Order from:
Chicago Bible Students Bookshop, 11000
S. Mansfield, Chicago Ridge, Ill. 60415

See Sister, page 14
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Our Brethren Speak
"My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord and let all flesh bless his holy name forever.." Psalms 145:21
A Letter of Testimony
Endeavoring to 'Hold fast'
Sr. Margaret Guy, Western Australia:
"...Our little class in Perth is gradually dwindling down. Often
there are only 4 or 5 of us. Our full muster is 10. Each one is
earnestly endeavoring to 'hold fast' to the faith and the truth that
we may finally receive that coveted 'Well done.' Our studies are
bright and informative and we all appreciate the privilege of
participating and contributing in the studies. There were 14 of us
assembled at the Memorial, however, several did not partake of
the emblems. We were privileged to have Sr. Ruth JezuitMitchell and her husband gather with us for this most solemn
occasion. We were very sorry that their stay in Perth was so short.
"We assembled for the Memorial in the home of Bro. Price at
Kalamunda. Now that we are so few most of our meetings are
held in his home. We still miss very much dear Sr. Rae, Bro.
Price's wife who passed to her reward about 18 months ago. Now
we have our Bro. Will Hiam in the hospital recovering from an
operation after a bowel obstruction, so our numbers are down
again for our meetings.
"The ministry of Sisters Rosalind and Marguerite Rosswick is
much appreciated by us all here as they correspond with our Bro.
Viv Bateson and also send cassettes of the various convention
discourses which keeps us in touch and up to date with the
thoughts of the brethren over there.
We strive to remain faithful to the provision of food given us
by our returned Lord through "that faithful and wise servant.'
Even we in our isolation have seen what darkness gradually
comes upon those who depart from these truths. Thank you
again brethren for the Newsletter. Christian Love."
Testimonies at Jersey City, Nov. 22, 1986:
Relatives Stirred by Witness
Bro. David Stein, Allentown, Pennsylvania.
"...About four weeks ago my grandfather died and my father
called to ask if I would give the funeral discourse. Almost all the
family on both sides are Catholic. So I wanted to give a short
message that would not turn off their minds and ears and, I have
to admit, I was a bit concerned how it would come across.
" My brother, a Pentecostal minister was also coming to the
funeral, so I asked my father if he thought my brother would
mind that he wasn't ask to give the service. Dad said he wasn't too
concerned, he just wanted the Truth to be brought out. The
funeral was stiff with emotion. I could see my Catholic relatives
were uncomfortable , but my Dad's brother was engrossed with
the message. Afterward (he is a loyal church-going Catholic) he
shook my hand and said, 'I've never heard anything about death
put in such a way I understood it before.' My brother made no
comment then, but at lunch we talked about prophecy, some
types and shadows, etc. He was so excited abut some things I
said, he took a table napkin and wrote down ideas he was going
to give his own church the next week. About three nights ago he
called and asked if he and his wife could spend Thanksgiving with
us. This is the first time he ever asked to spend time with me. I
think you can share my enthusiasm for his visit..."
Chairman Bro. Homer Montague then commented: "...We
attended the 1984 International Convention and brought back

transcripts of the various talks. My father-in-law is a Baptist
minister, and he was so impressed with one that he took the
transcript and delivered it to his church. So we never know where
things will go..."
Forfeits Car for International Convention
Sr. Myrza Kolliman, Wilmington, Delaware.
"I wanted to tell a little bit about the wonderful experience we
had at the International Convention. Sr. June McNatt and I went
over with the help of her husband who took us...Of course, we
couldn't talk to everybody but we could understand all the talks,
and we met a lot of friends. It was quite an inspiration to see that
the Lord is calling not only those here that we know and love, but
many from all nations and peoples, and to realize the Lord's spirit
works the same for them as it does for us. The whole thing was a
wonderful blessing.
You may wonder how I could go to the International. As I was
going around in my car, I had a green light and wanted to turn
right, but the other fellow wanted to go right and turned right
into my bumper. He said, 'You can't fix it...' so I looked at the
check I got from the insurance company and thought, ah ha,
nobody wants me to have a car, so I'll go to the International..."
"Remember Lot's Wife"
Bro. Pantel Hatgis, New York, New York
"...I knew the Truth in New York in 1921...I learned the first time
in 1921 the presence of the Lord. Oh, it was so wonderful! He
would come like a thief in the night. Now is 1986, almost 65 years
ago, still the presence of the Lord, but what a difference.
"The difference is, when I came into the Truth my door was
always open, we never had a lock. Two weeks ago a sister came to
my house and she would not go out...She said, 'Bro. Hatgis, when
the sun goes down I don't see any of the neighbors.' She is afraid
to go out...That's the difference, 65 years ago to today...
"Look in the 17th chapter of Luke, in the days of Noah and the
days of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the words of Jesus,
`Remember Lot's wife'...Why did he warn us in the presence of
the Lord to remember Lot's wife? You cannot have one foot in
the world and one foot in the Lord. You must love one or the
other. You cannot serve two masters. I thank the Lord that the
zeal of thy house has consumed me.._"
Testimonies from Delaware Valley Convention, Feb. 22:
"Go Back to Pythian Castle"
Bro. Harley Yerkes, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
"...I want to share a witness opportunity I had last week. A young
man came into the store and I asked him if I could help him. He
said, 'Yes, I didn't intend to come in here but I'm lost in Lancaster
and I need help. I want to go to Lancaster Bible College.' I asked
why he wanted to go there. He said, 'I was in prison six years ago
and began to examine my life...I started reading the Bible and
when I did, I determined that I wanted to become a Christian. I
heard a talk a couple weeks ago in Wilmington — there's a big
water reservoir across the street...' I said, 'That sounds like
Pythian Castle where the Wilmington brethren meet. I asked if
the speaker was a rather large gentleman? and he said, 'Yes, he
was, but I didn't understand most of it — it was too deep for me.'
Then I said it was remarkable that the Lord brought him here.
See Brethren, page 10
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Blessings From One Year Ago — The Summer of '86
Here are a few highlights of blessings
from one year ago: Four scenes from
the 1986 Warri, Nigeria Convention,
attended by 65 adults and 55 young
people.
Four scenes from the 1986 International Convention held in Willingen,
Germany and attended by 555 brethren
from 14 different countries. One scene
from the 1986 Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias
Convention held in Granville, OH,
U.S.A.
"Blest be the tie that binds our hearts
in Christian Love!"
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`Now the direction I can give you,' I said, 'is rather than go back
to the Bible College why don't you go back to Pythian Castle?"
That led to an hour or so of discussion in which I showed him the
Abrahamic promise.
"I am very thankful to the Lord for that opportunity. I hope
you will keep this young man in your prayers, because new ones
need much encouragement. He promised he would be there
(Pythian Castle) on March 1st or 8th. One of the things I am
learning in Lancaster is 'Keep it simple.' They are not ready for
deep discussions and it's difficult for them to deal with Bible
Student terminology..."
Colporteurs Wanted
Sr. Mryza Kolliman, Wilmington/ Chesapeake City Ecclesia.
"...We have a brick house in Wilmington and Bro. Peter said, let's
give this house to the Class, but as long as you're here use it.
We've had colporteurs with us, but now I can't seem to find any.
If anybody has a vacation and a friend, and would like to come
and colporteur for two weeks, it would be good experience for
them and lots of joy for our Class.
This is something we have tried, and there are places around
Wilmington where people will listen to you. Whether you sell
books or not, if you get them to come to a meeting just once, or
just listen to you, it's all to the good..."
Chairman Bro. Kenneth Rawson commented: "...I remember
when Peter and Myrza Kolliman were contemplating Peter's
retirement, and awaiting when they could again go into full time
colporteur work. Peter got news that there was to be a change in
his pension plan, and if he worked one more year it would be
better because of an increased pension. Myrza said: 'Peter, if we
wait one more year the Lord might take the privilege away from
us..."
Intangibles Most Important
Sr. Elinor Rozmus, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
"...I'm in business with another sister and I would never have
believed how time-consuming your own business could be. I
thought it would be the ideal situation to work at home whenever
you wanted to — maybe an hour here or there. But very often,
because it's in your home, it takes a great deal of time. When you
go out to work you can come home and forget about the job until
the next day. So one of my goals for this year is to cut back and to
realize the more important though less tangible things that are
eternal....It doesn't matter how much money or other things you
have, there are more important things. Sometimes we forget this
because we can't feel, see, touch or spend them..."
Testimonies at Wilmington, Delaware, April 5:
A Giant in Faith
Sr. Jean Weeks, Jersey City Ecclesia. "...I am giving this testimony for a very dear sister, Judith Csutor of Westbrook, Conn.
and, I hope, also for your encouragement. As many know, the
Csutor family has suffered staggering trials and difficulties over
many years. About three and a half weeks ago dear Sr. Judith
Csutor was in a serious car accident. Her daughter, Sr. Stephanie
was driving, her dearest friend Wanda Hathaway was in the front
seat, and they were hit broadside by a drunk driver. Stephanie
had multiple injuries and did not survive surgery. Wanda who has
cerebral palsy, and whom Stephanie befriended while working in
a home for disabled young adults had both her legs crushed. Sr.
Judith was in the back seat (for details of her injuries see
Afflicted).

"I wanted to be with the family to see if I could help them —
but Judith ministered to me in a way I'll never forget. Judith is a
giant in faith, in courage and love. She was a living witness to
many brethren, to the world, to the doctors and nurses and to her
family. This was staggering to me. Of course, she was grieving
over Stephanie's loss, but she never questioned 'Why?' At a
testimony meeting with Jonathan Quiet, Laura Kelsey, Elsie
Hurd and myself, we spent an hour discussing the week's tragedies and blessings. Laura touched the question 'Why?' in a poem
titled: "God's Burdens." I'll quote just two lines, 'God's Burdens
rest upon the strong, They stronger grow who bear them long.'
"I think that's the answer why Judith has had such severe
difficulties all her life. She is an encouragement and blessing to
many people...at her bedside with other brethren she gave us
comfort as from the Lord. Stephanie was a loving, generous girl
who's left a rainbow behind her. Her faith in God and His
promises are keeping Wanda at this time. She has never consecrated but she is strengthened by the messages from the brethren.
Judith said to tell you she loves you and appreciates very much
those who have been on their knees for her, because she has felt it
and has been strengthened greatly..."
A Fellowship of Prayer
Bro. Kenneth Rawson, New Brunswick (N.J.) ecclesia. "...over
the years many things have happened. There have been great
joys, great sorrows, there has been just a drudgery of routine, and
crushing experiences. But I can thank the Lord and realize more
fully what Paul meant when he says, 'That I might know him and
the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffering.'
"I know that Zion is going through many difficult experiences.
When I hear of the Csutor family, of others in bereavement, in
terminal illness, others in severe trials with brethren, others in
doctrinal siftings, I feel so limited as to what I can do for them.
But I know I can pray, and I do pray for each one I know of. I
have a concept of prayer that has been a rich blessing to me. I
realize there are other brethren, unknown to me, going through
trials just as severe or more so. So I try to think of the various
cities and countries in the world where I know there are brethren
and pray for them each time I pray for those I know..."
Testimonies given at West Suburban Convention Apr. 18:
"...had never seen a perfect man..."
Bro. Dale Marzewski, Metro Detroit ecclesia. "...We are happy
and torn over the loss of Bro. Dan Kaziak, and very much
inspired by the strength Sr. Bessie is maintaining through this
experience. I want to share a story Sr. Bessie related regarding
one of Bro. Dan's co-workers. The man said that in all his
experience of working with Dan Kaziak, he had never heard him
raise his voice, or get upset, or get angry or lose his temper or
control — or ever make a mistake. And 'he was in a machine
shop!' He said further, in all his life he had never seen a perfect
man until he had seen Bro. Dan.
"Sr. Bessie told the man he wasn't perfect because he was of
Adamic stock, but she said, she would never forget the experience because of Bro. Dan's wonderful example to his co-workers.
"We all found this very inspirational..."
So Much With So Little
Bro. Carl Hagensick, Chicago Bible Students. "...We had the
privilege of visiting the brethren recently in South America and
attending the first convention that I know of held there. About 60
brethren attended: 14 from the U.S. and 4 from Brazil, 2 from
See Brethren, page 14
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Japanese Brethren Show Growth
Bro. Richard and Sr. Shirley Evans spent
three months serving the brethren in
Japan, from 14 February to 8 May 1987.
The following is extracted from a report
of their visit sent to the Columbus, Ohio
Bible Students. Ed.

I. Studies. We arrived in Japan on a Saturday evening and met with the brethren
the next day at Sr. Mariko's office in Shibuya. We met every Sunday for two
afternoon study periods. During the first
meeting, the brethren stated they did not
adequately understand many of the basic
concepts, so they pressed for a review of
the "fundamentals." Upon completion of
business, the remaining meeting time was
used for a question and answer session.
This session confirmed the need for a
review.
As a result, during the following week a
study outline was prepared based on the
"Chart of the Ages." After translation by
Sr. Junko, copies were made and handed
out. This outline was used for seven Sundays (fourteen study periods) but was not
completed. We covered up to the Jewish
Age.
In addition, there was a memorial
study for three Sundays (six sessions),
and one Sunday a meeting was held in
Toyohashi with a requested study on our
Lord's second presence. Sr. Junko did the
translation for the Sunday studies.
Attendance at these meetings was usually
between ten to thirteen.
At the meeting on the second Sunday,
the brethren living in Zushi requested a
weekday study. So, beginning that week
we met every week in Zushi for an afternoon study.
It was decided the study would be on
the Book of Acts. There were nine meetings in all. Attendance varied from three
to five and included some friends of Sr.
Emi. We met in her home.

Sr. Mariko
Isode &
Sr. Junko
Kamada
of Japan

On the third Sunday, Sr. Junko and Sr.
Mariko stated they too would like to have
a weekly Acts study. The meeting day was
usually Friday and there were seven studies. In both weekday studies the first two
chapters of Acts were covered. Sr. Kayoko
translated for the afternoon Zushi study.
Sr. Junko for the evening study.
II. Memorial. As indicated above, there
were six sessions devoted to the Passover,
type and antitype. In these studies there
was considerable discussion on the meaning of consecration and the two salvations.
The memorial service was chaired and
performed by the local brethren, in Japanese. My only participation was the discourse which was translated by Sr. Junko.
In addition to Sr. Shirley and myself, nine
partook of the emblems. We believe the
Japanese brethren are fully capable of
conducting such a service on their own in
the future.
III. Convention. At the first Sunday business meeting it was also decided to have a
convention. After deliberation the dates
of 4,5 May were chosen. Sr. Emi as a
committee of one located a lovely site — a

small hotel in Yugawara (near Atami, last
year's site).
Two Japanese brothers gave 30 minute
talks on the "Chief Salvation" and "Justification" and served as chairmen. Also,
one served as leader of the testimony
meeting. The translation work for my
talks was shared by one brother and two
sisters. A total of fifteen Japanese
attended.
IV.Study Aids — A number of study aids
were delivered to the Japanese brethren.
This included, in Japanese: Volume II
The Time Is At Hand, and I Will Come
Again, and various Bible Concordances
in English.
The Japanese brethren have initiated
two new translation projects:
1) The Daily Heavenly Manna,
2) An improved version of Volume I,
The Divine Plan of the Ages
As soon as the projects are completed
we should insure that their work is printed
and bound.
The Japanese brethren have shown
excellent spiritual growth during the past
year. They still need and very much desire
our assistance, however. Some of the
brethren read and speak English fluently.
0

United Once Again
We once had walked together
Now cruel death has rent asunder
And though Christ's promise comforts
Can we ever be the same?
For hearts with memories sinking
Will keep us often thinking
Till changed in an eyeflash twinkling
United once again!

With Jesus then we'll labor
To end the curse He died for
End sin and death and weeping
Bring all home from their graves.
Earth's groaning lamentation
Shall change to joy's salvation
And sing throughout creation
United once again!

In memory of Bro. Alvin Raffel, written May 10, 1987 G.H.P.

This one was born in Zion!
Are the words that shall be spoken
When earth's awakened masses
Remember saints they knew.
Earth's praise for Christ's salvation
And heaven's jubilation
Shall ring throughout creation
United Evermore!
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Serving the Brethren
"One fervent in spirit will be serving others temporally and spiritually nearly all the time." R. 2488
New Albany Bible Students
"What On Earth Is A Kingdom?"

Bellingham Bible Students

This
booklet published by the New Albany
Bible Students, is now in good supply.
For those unacquainted with the booklet,
it sketches some promises of the coming
kingdom with pictures largely and minimal text. Each section has a scripture
head — in whole or part. Listed on the
last page are all the texts on which the
booklet is based — from Genesis to Revelation. (51/2 x 8 Y8, medium blue cover.)
Order from: New Albany Bible Students,
Box 197, New Albany, Ind. 47150
—

New Secretaries

Vinyl Book Covers Offered The Bellingham ecclesia makes vinyl covers for
the 7 in 1 Studies in the Scriptures; also
for the hardbound Manna books. Orders
should include the length, width and
thickness of book to be covered.
-

Hymn Tapes Cassette tapes of hymns
are also offered by the ecclesia. Some can
be used as accompaniment for singing,
others for listening pleasure.
Both services are offered free of cost.
Order from Bellingham Bible Students,
P.O. Box 1439, Bellingham, WA 98227
-

A Witness Innovation

The Oakland County (Michigan) Bible
Students have placed paperbacks of The
Divine Plan of the Ages in secular bookstores. The brethren give them one or two
samples to start, then offer the books at
75e each. Book dealers may sell them at
their own markup. A Class address label
is placed in each book should anyone
wish to contact brethren.
As of Oct. 1986, thirty book stores in
the area were offering The Divine Plan of
the Ages to the public.

Aid For Bible Students
A foundation to aid Bible Students
needing financial assistance to meet
emergency situations has been established. The foundation's purpose is to
help, quietly and confidentially, individual Bible Students needing temporary financial assistance. Its funds are
not offered for the benefit of ecclesias
or for witness work.
The details of the foundation and
procedures for assistance have been
mailed to ecclesia secretaries and were
also placed on the book tables of several conventions. Isolated brethren
desiring this information may request
it from the address below.
The New Albany Bible Students
ecclesia with its elected servants have
been requested by the foundation
(though no part of it) to publicize this
new service among Bible Students. For
copies of the details referred to above
write: New Albany Bible Students,
P.O Box 197, New Albany, Ind. 47150.

Fresno Bible Students
Mrs. Robert E. Wilson
2103 N. Price St #112
Fresno, CA 93703
Miami Bible Students
Marjorie Castleberry
11440 SW 93rd St
Miami, FL 33156
Portland Area Bible Students
Bruine Hack
11655 SW Jamaica
Wilsonville, OR 97070

Polish Hymns on Tape

A new 60 minute tape cassette of Polish
young people singing familiar hymns in
Polish is available; also a 90 minute tape
of singing in various languages from the
1986 International Convention. A single
tape is $3.00. Two or more are $2.50 each
postpaid. Order from: International Convention, 1425 Lachman Lane, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Wanted: Used Typewriter

Bro. Kenneth Glaze wishes to locate a
good used typewriter — any make — with
low selling and shipping price. Write:
Kenneth Glaze, 1412 S. Adams Ave.,
Apt. 201, Marshfield, WI 54449

Truth Literature for the Blind
Braille Truth and Bible literature for the
blind is available for consecrated brethren.
Along with tapes, this includes:
1. A 15-Volume set of the Holy Bible
(KJV)
Braille Grade 11/2
Braille Inst. of America, Los Angeles,
CA
2. A 10 Volume set Concordance
Braille Grade 1 1/2
Amer. Bible Society
3. 2 Complete sets of Studies in the
Scriptures
Volumes 1-6 (Braille)
Amer. Society for the Blind
Phila., PA
4. One copy of "Where Are The Dead"
(Braille)
This material belonged to the late Bro.
Bill Strang of Harrisburg, Pa., who along
with his wife was completely blind. Bro.
Strang was largely responsible for the
publication and proof-reading of Braille
Truth literature. Over the years, some of
this material became scattered around the
country. Bro. Strang helped reassemble it,
replaced missing pages with the use of a
Braille typewriter, and stored it in his
home. He completed this "restoration"
work just prior to his death.

Brethren said they are very thankful
that Bro. Strang's daughter, who is a
Jehovah's Witness, "graciously turned
over all his precious Braille Truth and
Bible materials to Bible Students." She
also invited brethren to the funeral. Some
might remember that a J.W. minister gave
the service for Bro. Strang, evidently
because his daughter handled the funeral
arrangements.
Bro. Harley Yerkes writes: "Obviously,
the material is very valuable since we
know of no other like it in the country.
Again, we must insist that its use either be
by the consecrated or its "safety" be
insured by a consecrated Bro./ Sister. We
would all be saddened if it were damaged
or lost in any way. We feel this is how Bro.
Bill would have desired it as he stated
many times."
Interested brethren should contact
Harley Yerkes at: Bethel Bookstore, 1734
Lincoln Hwy. East, Lancaster, Pa. 17602

Historical Research

Brethren interested in helping with historical research can contact Bro. Harley
Yerkes at the above address.
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Vatican's Age-Old Objection to Jerusalem
Ed. Note: The following letter from a
minister of the Bible Students Congregation reveals a little known aspect of the
Vatican's position on Jerusalem. He is an
avid reader of 'The Jewish Horizon' and
an occasional contributor.

To the Editor:
Presidents of fifty-three Jewish organizations united in criticizing many aspects
of Cardinal O'Connor's trip to Israel.
Unfortunately, these Jewish leaders
probably do not fully appreciate the real
problem they are facing; because the Vatican is too embarrassed to publicly declare
its actual reason for demanding Jerusalem's internationalization.
The Vatican's ostensible reason is that
all three faiths will have free access to their
holy places. However, from 1948 to 1967,
Jordan desecrated Jewish holy places and
destroyed synagogues while denying
Jewish access to East Jerusalem. The Vatican never raised a cry for internationalization. Since acquiring Old Jerusalem in
1967 Israel has guaranteed all (Christians
and Moslems as well as Jews) free access
to their respective holy places. Yet the
Vatican is insisting on internationalization to provide a right that these three
religions already enjoy. Obviously, there
must be a more basic reason for Vatican
opposition to Israel's possession of Old
Jerusalem.
Rebirth of Israel
The Roman Catholic Church believes
Israel's right to be the Kingdom of God
ended forever with the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Roman
Legion in 70 C.E. When the Roman
Catholic Church grew to world prominence, it claimed to be the rightful heir of
the Kingdom of God with Rome as the
new Jerusalem. The rebirth of Israel challenged Catholicism's "Kingdom of God"
theory. But the claim of Rome, to be "the
eternal city," was devastated when Jerusalem "the eternal" became Israel's capital
in 1967.

Let each conceal his own personality and
show forth the Head. The Apostles buried
their personalities and kept Jesus Christ

Opposition to Zionism
During his 1904 audience with Pope
Pius X, Herzl asked the Pope to issue a
statement disclaiming Catholic opposition to Zionism. The Pope refused. Herzl
persisted saying, "But Holy Father, the
Jews are shockingly wretched. I do not
know if your Holiness is aware of the full
extent of this unhappy situation. We need
a place for these persecuted people."
"We cannot approve...and," added the
Pope, "when you will come to Palestine
and you settle your people there, we want
to anticipate with churches and priests to
baptize all of you."
Herzl observed that the conflict between
Rome (as represented by the Pope) and
Jerusalem (represented by himself) was
once more a reality.
Specter of Vatican
When the world was finally ready to
grant Israel statehood, the specter of the
Vatican loomed over the United Nations.
It has been noted that Cardinal Spellman
threw all restraint to the wind to keep
Jerusalem out of Israeli control. He telegraphed the Papal nuncios (ambassadors)
in South American countries demanding
that they urge those governments to take
an uncompromising stand at the U.N. for
Jerusalem's internationalization. Since
Israel's rebirth the Vatican has never recognized it as a nation.
The Jewish community must recognize
the real issue of Jerusalem. Jewish leaders
feel that if they can convince the Vatican
that Israel will always provide free and
equal rights to all three faiths, certainly
then, the Vatican will recognize Israel's
control over Jerusalem. Israel's possession of the capital of its ancient kingdom
is a challenge to Rome; a challenge which
they must remove! The Vatican will not
rest until Jerusalem is wrested from Israel.

touching fragment of history. As Rome
was destroying the Second Temple in
C.E. 70, while flames leapt through the
Temple roof, a priest made his way to the
top of the Temple's highest tower. Holding in his hand the key to the Temple
Sanctuary, he lifted it up high saying, "If
Thou, Adonai, no longer judgest us
worthy to administer thy house, take
back the key until a time when Thou
deemest us worthy again!"
The key has been given back. Those
Israeli officials who refer to the new
Israeli State as The Third Temple speak a
deeper truth, perhaps, than they realize.
After centuries of inglorious history and
blood-letting the Roman Catholic churchstate system's claim to being God's Kingdom has only a hollow ring.
"Thou wilt arise, and have compassion
upon Zion; for it is time to be gracious
unto her, for the appointed time is come."
Psalm 102:14
"The Law shall go forth from Zion and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."
Yours in the peace and prosperity of
Zion, Minister of Bible Students Congregation of New Brunswick.

Behind the Scenes at the
United Nations
By David Horowitz

A Christian Zionist Comments
on the Cardinal's Trip

The Key
The Star of David will continue to rise
in the Middle East notwithstanding
Churchianity. The reason for this may be
epitomized by the faith demonstrated in a

The foregoing New Brunswick letter was
the subject of this syndicated column
which appeared in the Feb. 13, issue of the
Jewish Press — the largest Jewish newspaper in the U. S. It also appeared in 19
other Jewish newspapers across the country. The closing paragraph states: "...New
Brunswick Bible Students' Congregation
publishes a small 31 page booklet entitled
`The Time to Favor Zion is Come.'
...The booklet which is available free,
constitutes one of the most powerful proJewish, pro-Zionist weapons ever to
emerge from a non-Jewish group. ❑

in the forefront. Our words and answers
should come from God and not from us.
As ambassadors of God we have no right

to speak our own mind on any question,
to the enemy or nation to which we are
sent.
Benjamin Barton
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Brethren from page 10
Peru and the rest from Argentina. The brethren there are doing
amazingly well. Their growth and zeal in the Truth is very
inspirational to the whole...They have great need for the writings
of Pastor Russell.
"So far they have only the First Volume and in the Spanish
language, and they are getting parts of the Fifth Volume as Bro.
Jaime Daly is translating it...We appreciate how much they enjoy
the writings in their country that have meant so much to us. They
are very zealous. Recently there was an ad placed in the paper
there and they've had over 1,600 responses and they were still
coming in.
"After the convention we spent a week with the brethren in
Brazil, and there too, it was great to see how much they do with so
little. There are probably no more than a dozen brethren that we
know of in Brazil that see the Truth basically as we see it. They've
only had the First Volume for two years in the Portuguese
language. A brother who is very poor and isolated, has managed
by his own efforts, in the last 2 years to place 180 First Volumes
and 2,000 booklets. The brother who did the translation of the
First Volume has placed around 500...and now has a class of 12.
There is much work to be done, and the brethren would be
grateful for any of Bro. Russell's writings that can be translated
for them..."
Testimonies from Detroit, Michigan May 3:
Gave "Comfort" at Funeral
Sr. Helena Malinowski, Metro Detroit ecclesia. "...Bro. Tony
and I attended a funeral of his nephew about a week ago...and it
was very disheartening. The family had gathered together and the
minister of the church he attended gave the service. I never heard
anything more shallow in my life in regard to any hope for
anyone. My heart just bled for all those people because they
thought he was in heaven. He was a very nice fellow but he was of
the world and we know the natural man does not receive the
things of the spirit. I was able to give a little witness and I did give
out some Comfort and Consolation booklets to the family, and
asked them to read them..."
Sister from page 7
Now I'm back again, trying to settle
down in normal life. More and more I see
that we are leading an easy life here, and
I'm concerned about that. When I came
home all the Christmas presents of my
parents (they aren't in the Truth) were
lying there and I started to unpack them.
Suddenly I was shocked about the consuming [consumer spending, commercial
materialism] and about all that unnecessary trash we have here in contrast to the
situation I experienced in Poland. I was
about to go back there, but it was
impossible.
The ones who have been at the campfire at the International know what I said
there. Here in Germany we don't have
many young brethren and sometimes it's
hard for me to go on. I must admit that in
spite of that I know the most beautiful
moments in a life can be when you're
alone with the Lord. I wish that all
brethren already made an experience of

Is Truth the Primary Thing?
Sr. Shirley Mlodozeniec, Alexandria, Virginia. "...We are presently a class of two...(Sr. Beth Robinson and I)...The Lord has
been gracious to us and has manipulated our lives in a very
strange way that we found each other. The Lord, through a trial
on my part, caused me to seek Him out more than I had in the
past, and through that seeking brought Sr. Beth to me. So we are
very grateful, and seem to have a lot in common in needs —
temporal and building each other up spiritually...Being brought
up in the Truth I kind of took it for granted. I always had a class
to meet with and lots of brethren to say the right things around
me. It took a kind of wilderness condition that I was put in that
forced me to seek the Lord — to ask myself, was I going to make
the Truth the primary thing in my life? So I thank my heavenly
Father for that experience that brought me to this point..." ❑

Deaths from page 6

■ Sr. Helen Johnson, a member of the Coloma, Michigan Bible
Students for about 20 years, died on April 5 following surgery for
cancer which afflicted her for many years. She was 71.
Sr. Johnson is survived by her husband, Bro. Gunnar of 6189
Johnson Road, Coloma, MI 49038, and Sr. Marie Turek, a sister
in the flesh.
About 65 relatives, neighbors and friends attended the service
which Sr. Johnson's cousin, Bro. Edmund Jezuit conducted.
Most were Lutherans, but a pall bearer remarked later that it was
the best explanation he had heard about the soul; and a neighbor
said the message was the most beautiful she had heard so far.

■ Bro. Clifford Maycock, a native of Staffordshire, England,
finished his course Jan. 18, 1987 in Anaheim, CA. A victim of
cancer, he was lovingly cared for by Bro. Lyle and Sr. Pearl
Murray in their home where he died (2811 W. Stonybrook Dr,
Anaheim, CA 92004). Bros. Sam Kystek and Burton Brown
officiated at his service. ❑

that kind or may have the opportunity.
Material estate is nothing in the presence
of real faith.
"Now the Lord of peace himself give
you peace always by all means. The Lord
be with you all." (2 Thess. 3:16) Your
sister in the Lord, Sylvia Reisner, Lauf
Bible Students ecclesia, Germany. Ziegelhuttenstr. 12, 18561 Ottensoos, West
Germany. ❑

Notice: C.T.R. Part 2

We are postponing Part 2 of the article on
Pastor Russell at this time due to continuing research. You can aid us in this search
by informing us of any published material
about Pastor Russell (or about Bible Students in general) that speaks of him in a
generally positive or objective light. Some
of this material is known to us but difficult to obtain. We hope the delay will
result in additional material and a stronger
second part to the Pastor Russell story.

"God's burdens rest upon the strong
They stronger grow who bear them long,
And each new burden is a sign
That greater power to bear is thine."
R. 1441
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Conventions
My foot standeth in an even place; in thy congregations I will bless the Lord." Psalms 26:12
August 8,9 East Amherst, New York. Western New York Bible
Students, 46 Paradise Road. Three speakers. Secretary: Mrs.
Allon MacAlister, 46 Paradise Road, East Amherst, NY 14051.
(716) 689-6779.

October 17, 18 Cincinnati, Ohio. Ramada Inn, Sharonville.
Programs and information from: Mrs. Wm. Harp, 2609 Merrittview Lane, Cincinnati, 01-1 45231. Phone: (513) 825-0183. Please
send reservations by October first.

September 5-7 Jackson, Michigan, Labor Day Annual. Inn on
Jackson Square, One Jackson Square. Five speakers, Immersion
service, full children's program. Secretary: Mrs. Ray Lumley,
2531 Ashton Road, Jackson, MI 49203. Phone: (517) 782-7252.

October 23-25 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Conley's Inn (Best
Western) New Stanton, PA. Four speakers, Secretary: Mrs.
Wesley Cramer, RD I , Box 326C, Monongahela, PA 15063. (412)
258-2585.

September 5-7 Villa Park, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students, Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd & Roosevelt
Road, Glen Ellyn, IL. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. Edward
Bushlus, 980 Lois, Addison, IL 60101. (312) 543-5735.
September 13 Groton-New London Connecticut. Mohegan
Community College, Norwich, CT. Four speakers. Secretary:
Miss Jewel Franco, 29 Cutler St, Groton, CT 06340. (203)
446-9558

November 26-29 San Diego, California. LaJolla Village Inn,
3299 Holiday Court, LaJolla, CA. (619) 453-5500. Thanksgiving
Dinner Thur. at 3:30, Masonic Lodge, 7850 Navajo Road, San
Diego, CA. (619) 589-7272. Other sessions at La Jolla Village
Inn. Panel discussion "Where there is no vision the people
perish," Fri. 2:45. Closes Sunday 8:30 p.m. Reservations: Kathleen Rice, 13931 Via Rimini, San Diego, CA 92129. (619)
672-1895.

September 18-20 Portland, Oregon. Annual Study Convention,
Portland Area Bible Students. Two topics: Wisdom and The
Restoration of Israel, Vol. III. Programs in July or August.
Secretary: Bruine Hack, 11655 S.W. Jamaica, Wilsonville, OR
97070

1988
January 17 Lebanon, Connecticut. Lebanon Elementary School,
Rt 207. Three speakers. Information from: Dan McCoy, 29
Spring Garden Ave, Norwich, CT 06360. (203) 889-7517.

October 17, 18 Grand Rapids, Michigan. Kenowa Hills High
School, 3950 Hendershot, N.W. Three speakers. Secretary: Ruth
Kowalski, 862 First St, N.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49504. (616)
456-5069.

May 7 (D.V.) Covina, California. Circumstances prevented the
scheduling of the Covina Bible Students Annual Convention in
May 1987. It is their hope to resume the annuals on the first
Sunday of May, 1988.

Annual Newsletter Report
For the past 14 years we have sponsored
and produced the Bible Students Newsletter in cooperation with a few brethren
outside our ecclesia, and all those everywhere who have faithfully borne us up at
the Throne of Grace. We are grateful to
the Lord for this, and all support received,
and feel that no service to the Lord could
prosper without the prayer support of the
household of faith.
The mailings of the Newsletter have
been sporadic in the past year or more,
and as reported earlier, personal emergencies and family deaths were a factor in
this delay. Another is the outmoded production methods in use which duplicate
time and effort. These will be addressed in
coming months.
The major factor in the delay, however,
was a reduction in the number of issues.
In the fall of 1984 we adopted a new
format, producing 3 issues a year thereafter, that averaged 18 pages each. In the
previous 11 years our annual output was
four issues with an average of 14 pages or
less per issue.
A comparison of the old style of 56
pages, with the new of 54 pages a year

shows a difference of just 2 pages less per
year. So although the interim between
Newsletters was longer, there was essentially the same amount of reading as
formerly.
The annual financial accounting of our
stewardship follows:
$17,536

Funds at Jan. 1, 1986
Income:
Contributions
Interest:
C. D.
Savings
Dividends
Total income
Total funds

International Convention 1988
The dates: July 9-15
The place: DeBron, Holland
The site: Conference Center
For reservation forms write:
International Convention
Committee,
1425 Lachman Lane,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

$2,055
624
224
187

Expenditures:
Graphics
$4,291
Postage
1,168
Phone: L.D.
660
Supp./ Ser.
205
Total expenses
Balance at Dec. 31, 1986

Statement of Purpose

3,090
$20,626

6,324
$14,302

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Bible
Students Ecclesia of Dayton, Ohio assisted by an Advisory Committee of elders. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines
presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our
returned Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the
late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated
through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures.
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information
other than doctrinal matters of interest among Bible
Students as aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to
submit authentic information for publication. News
items should be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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Pilgrim Echoes Printed
The discourses of Bro. Benjamin Barton are now available in
hardbound book form. The book Pilgrim Echoes is 528 pages
long, containing 45 discourses gathered from Convention
Reports. The St. Paul Enterprise and personal note collections.
Bro. Barton was faithfully used as a traveling pilgrim speaker by
Bro. Russell from 1906 until his death in 1916. Bro. Barton died
in the home.of Bro. William A. Baker in Portland, Oregon only 3
months before Bro. Russell, who gave his funeral discourse. This
discourse is also included in the collection.
Pilgrim Echoes is available at a cost of $7, which includes
postage in the U.S.A. Contact: Portland Area Bible Students,
P.O. Box 23232, Tigard, OR 97223.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
. . . that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing .of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35.

