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Oldest Convention A "Spring of Refreshment"

Where would you expect to find the oldest
continuously running Bible Students
convention in the world? Chicago? Los
Angeles? Paris? Krakow?
Very few brethren know that what is
probably the oldest continuously running
convention in the world is in Siloam,
Texas. Since 1912 there has never failed to
be a convention in Siloam. The convention this past August marked its 75th
anniversary, and about 25 to 30 brethren
attended. Three of the brethren who were
at the first convention in 1912 were pres-

Greetings in the Lord
The current and last issues of the Newsletter have been long delayed beyond our
control, which is distressing to our flesh.
But, since the circumstances responsible
were clearly by the Lord's permission, we
will refrain from apology or expressing
regret. It is our desire, however, to continue serving you in this capacity — and
that we will do — if the Lord is willing.
In this issue we mark the 70th Anniversary of Bro. Russell's death, with a review
(in two parts) of his world-wide activities,
and quotes from influential leaders (other
than Bible Students) of his time. It is exalting to the spirit to consider how the Lord
prospered the Harvest work and kept
"that servant" through those 40 years. We
realize too, that that same power will keep
us if we but ask. Ours is a blessed heritage
and we intend to confess it more readily in
the future.

The Siloam graveyard, near Gustine, Texas, Comanche Co. Center: A portion of a 1912 photo of the
first Siloam Bible Students Convention. The entire photo includes about 75 brethren. A 1962 photo
(not shown here) includes about the same number. Far right: 75th Siloam Convention in 1986,
attended by about 30. Some are descendants of brethren in the 1912 photo. Three of those who
attended the 75th were present at the first convention!

ent this year, and have almost never
missed a convention.
Sr. Loyce Watson, who was present at
the first and 75th conventions, recalled
some of those early years. There was a
small ecclesia in the Siloam area at the
time. Her father, Bro. Winfield Westmoreland, was one of the original members of that ecclesia. In the early years of
the convention many of the brethren
came in horsedrawn wagons. Brethren
from places farther away, like San Antonio, came by train to nearby Waco. In
those days conventions were much larger
than today.
Bro. George and Sr. Ruth Wilmott of
Fort Worth, Texas are relative newcomers
to the convention compared with Sr. Watson, but some of their earliest convention
memories are of Siloam. "All the brethren
there loved the Truth," said Sr. Ruth.
"Bro. and Sr. Strickland from Nebraska
came for many years. The first time they
came it was 113 degrees in the shade! But
that didn't keep them from coming back
because they enjoyed the spiritual
refreshments."
Siloam is not actually a town. It's a
graveyard. It is located out in rolling dusty
countryside, miles from the nearest town.
At the graveyard is a small church or
chapel where the brethren hold the con-

vention. Many brethren over the years
have been buried in the graveyard there.
It's easy to feel close to brethren from the
past at the convention, sitting in the simple unadorned chapel. No consecrated
brethren live in the area anymore, except
Sr. Jo Barnett, who lives about 18 miles
away.
Sr. Harriet Strickland Tsimonis of
Connecticut came to the Siloam convenSee Oldest, page 14

Attention: Ecciesia
Secretarys, Friends
We need your help. Please send information about afflictions, deaths and
immersions of brethren to the Newsletter for publication. Any information
about witnessing or service projects or
other news of general interest to Bible
Students will be appreciated also.
When sending info, it is helpful to look
at a past issue of the Newsletter for
kind of details usually included. Also,
it is well to verify the accuracy of the
info and check name spelling. Write:
P.O. Box 33, Centerville, 01-1 454590033, or phone: (203) 889-5991 (CT),
or (513) 433-3071 (011).
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
■ Bro. William Geisinger (1215 S. Rapps Dam Dr., Phoenixville, PA 19460), shortly after his mother's death, had heart
surgery (6 by-passes) on Jan. 16, and a pacemaker implanted on
Jan. 26. He is in good spirits and doing well for this type of
procedure and is recuperating at home for 6 to 8 weeks. Bro. Bill
and Sr. Mary have appreciated the love, prayers, and support of
the brethren through this experience.
■ Sr. Hazel Beal (Rose Lane Nursing Home, 5425 Highmill Rd
N.W., Massillon, OH 44646) was moved in mid-November from
her Connellsville residence to this Ohio nursing home. Her
daughter lives in the same city and her granddaughter is Social
Services Director at Rose Lane, so her physical needs will be well
taken care of. As in the past, Sr. Hazel would appreciate hearing
from the brethren — also an interest in their prayers. She continues to be very grateful for all expressions of love and concern in
her behalf.
■ Sr. Irene Green (700 S. Roys Avenue, Columbus, OH 43204)
is bereaved by the death of her husband John on Jan. 24. He had
been ill of a heart condition over the past two years. At the same
time, Sr. Irene has suffered chronic outbreaks of shingles, a
painful ongoing affliction, while her husband's condition was
requiring increased oversight and care.
Those who have known John over the years, remember him as
a warm friend of the Truth and the brethren.
This abrupt end to 61 years of marriage for Sr. Irene will surely
require more grace to face each day of her new experience. "The
Lord will provide!"
■ Sr. Helen Johnson (123 W. Fair Meadows Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317) wishes to express her great appreciation for so
many helpful messages from the brethren. In the past year, the
care of her father, ending in his recent death at 103 years, was a
daily strain on her energies, both physical and spiritual. The
Lord, however, used brethren to furnish needed grace and
encouragement through the precious promises, and prayers on
her behalf.
Her sister, Sr. Irma Gartley, 1007 Avacoll Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15220, joins in heartfelt thanks to all the brethren for the love
and faithfulness manifested in their time of need.
■ Sr. Emma Kendall (1307 Rockwood Drive, Brandon, FL
33511) has been a widow since Sept. 24, 1986 when her husband
Bro. Frank died after a period of declining health. She had been
his constant companion all the 65 years of their marriage and feels
this separation keenly. Recently she said: "It seems I am just now
emerging from a dense fog — everything has been so hazy — I
can't believe that he is gone and won't be coming back soon."
Despite her great sense of loss, she is grateful to the Lord for
His sustaining grace, and for the blessings of living with her
daughter Beverly. Having a part in her life and the lives of her
grand and great-grandchildren, has brought a measure of sunshine back into Sr. Emma's life.
■ Sr. Eldina Kinion (1796 Hwy 50 South, Delta, CO 81416)
formerly of Fort Collins, CO now lives in Delta where her
husband has chosen to live since retirement. Accustomed to the
fellowship of mother, sisters and other brethren for many years,
she is now experiencing what isolated brethren everywhere must
endure — a lack of spiritual fellowship. But Sr. Eldina has a very

close relationship with our heavenly Father and Lord Jesus
Christ which will sustain her. Cards and letters, however, will be
appreciated.
■ Sr. Dona Lawrence (10760 Wanda Lane, Northglenn, CO
80234) is recovering from being hit by a car on Oct. 7. She is
presently undergoing therapy for a broken pelvis and knee. Sr.
Dona wishes to thank all the brethren for their thoughts, prayers
and concerns, and rejoices in the Lord for these experiences.
Although difficult, "these light afflictions which are but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory." She extends her love and appreciation to the brethren.
■ Bro. Dan Kaziak (8331 Orhan, Plymouth, MI 48187) as most
know, suffered a heart attack on Dec. 9 in Bay City, Mich. where
he was employed. Taken to a Detroit hospital he underwent open
heart surgery for replacement of the mitral valve, and two bypasses. He was hospitalized a total of 25 days, returning home on
Jan. 3. Bro. Dan had his first check-up on Feb. 11, and the doctor
took him off one of the 3 medications he had been taking. His
next check-up is May 4.
Meanwhile, Bro. Dan's wife, Sr. Bessie, has been at his side
throughout every day while in the hospital and since home. She
says he is doing well, but still very weak. He retires early each
night and arises late in the morning. He went to the meeting for
the first time on Sun. Feb. 8, but was unable to join in the singing.
Bro. Dan's exercise program sets a goal of one hour's walk
daily. At last report, he was able to continue his walk for 54
minutes. He can drive his car, but not very far. He drives to a mall
for his daily walk indoors, as breathing cold air affects him
adversely.
Both Bro. Dan and Sr. Bessie are grateful to the brethren for
their loving support in so many ways, through this affliction, but
especially for prayers on their behalf.
■ Sr. Rose Owen (513 Victoria Ave., Chatham N7L 3B7) writes
for herself and Sr. Louise Croucher (Linden Towers, 100 McFarlane Ave., Chatham N7L 2K4 Ont.) "...Both of us enjoy the
Newsletter very much. It helps us keep in touch with the
brethren... Sr. Louise manages pretty well for her age with the
Lord's help. We have tried to get together often to fellowship, but
only by phone this winter. I was getting along well with my eye
surgery in Sept. then I was hospitalized again in Dec. for congestive heart failure. I am improving slowly. My eyes will not permit
much study for long, but tapes have been a great blessing. I have a
lot of the old brethren on tape who are gone now.
Sr. Croucher and I would like to thank all the brethren for their
cards and letters — kind messages and prayers. We love you all!
May God bless you!"
■ Bro. Ian Cipperley (c/ o William Clarke, 1121 Overbrook Rd.,
Baltimore, MD 21239) is recuperating from a broken hip suffered
in a recent fall, at the home of his daughter and son-in-law , the
William Clarkes, in Maryland.
■ Sr. Linda Rauh (131 Water St, Sidney, OH 45365) is bereaved
by the death of her mother on Oct. 16 — the second family death
in four months. Her brother age 22, was killed on June 26 when
his car struck a tree.
See Afflicted, page 5
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Entered Into Rest
■

Bro. Anton C. Frey, an elder in the Staten Island Ecclesia,
went home January 12 at the age of 91. He leaves his wife of 67
years, Sr. Louise ("Sis"), and a daughter, Sr. Ruth Kowaleski
(both at 1042 Annadale Road, Staten Island, N.Y. 10312); 7
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. Bro. August Tornquist delivered the funeral address to well over 100 including
brethren and amateur radio operators.
Bro. Frey was raised a Methodist Episcopalian and was active
in that church until he resigned when he learned they were "not
really teaching Bible Doctrine." He saw an advertisement in the
newspaper about Armageddon and sent for the Studies in the
Scriptures. At the time, he was poor due to supporting his family
since his father had died, but the Lord overruled that he found
two dollars. He tried to return it to its owner (his future motherin-law) but she made him keep it for his honesty! When Sr.
Hutchins came with a whole set of volumes, he was able to buy
them.
Bro. Russell's discourses on the first Sunday of the month at
the Creation Temple in New York City were very helpful, and he
spoke with Bro. Russell three times. He and Louise were immersed there around 1915. They were married Thanksgiving Day
1919 by Bro. Robert Hirsh.
At first they regularly attended the Associated Bible Students
in the Bronx. After Bro. Russell's death, they no longer associated
with the Society, and like the Hirshes, never joined another
non-ecclesia Bible Student organization. Referring to those who
said Bro. Russell was guessing or made mistakes, Bro. Frey once
exclaimed, "... they don't know what they're talking about!"
He was a member of the Jersey City ecclesia and served as an
elder there along with Bros. David Dinwoodie, R.H. Hirsh,
William Hollister, and many others in the early days after the
Pastor's death. When the Society sold the Creation Temple and

gave up the Photo-Drama, Bro. Anton was instrumental in
putting on the Photo-Drama for various ecclesias. His extensive
studies and notes on the Tabernacle were a blessing to many over
the years. Bro. Frey's Truth activities as a ham radio operator are
treated elsewhere in this issue.

■

Sr. Minnie MacAlister, a member of the Columbus Ohio Bible
Students Ecclesia, died Jan. 20 on her son Allon's birthday, at
Wilmington, Ohio where she had lived since 1980 with her daughter, Sr. Elneta MacAlister. She had been in failing health for the
past year or more before finishing her course of 78 years at the age
of 94.
When Sr. Minnie was 16 her father, unhappy with his church,
took her to Grafton, W. Va. to hear Pastor Russell. Both rejoiced
in his message and accepted it. Earlier, Sr. Minnie's grandfather
had read "Food for Thinking Christians" and gave it to her father
saying he thought it was the Truth.
Her mother died in 1912, the same year Sr. Minnie was immersed. She married Bro. William MacAlister in the early 1920's
and they lived in Greensburg Pa. (30 miles from Pittsburgh)
where they had meetings in their home, both before and after they
left the Watchtower Society in 1929. That year they attended the
First Memorial convention in Pittsburgh at the old Bible House,
and subsequent conventions there for some years after.
From 1954 until her death she lived first with Bro. Allon and
his family, then with her sister Pearl Darfus in Lancaster, Ohio,
and since 1979 with Sr. Elneta.
Sr. MacAlister was a gentle woman, of quiet spirit and uncommon graces, accepting without complaint the Lord's will in her
life. Speaking of his mother's staunch character, Bro. Allon said:
"She heard the Truth and recognized it as the Truth, she made it
her own, and under many adversities held it fast. She never
wavered under the influences of the Society which she left in
1929..."
In addition to Bro. Allon, 46 Paradise Road, East Amherst,
NY 14051, and Sr. Elneta, 229 Burdel Dr., Wilmington, OH
45177, three granddaughters, Srs. Joyce Lagno, Elaine Daly, and
Dawna MacAlister-Rodriguez; one great-granddaughter survive.
The elders of the Columbus ecclesia were faithful in their
service to Sr. Minnie in periods when she was unable to attend the
meetings, by going first to Lancaster for some years, and then to
Wilmington the past year or more.
The funeral witness in Columbus, Ohio and a graveside service
in Pittsburgh were conducted by Bro. Owen Kindig.
See Deaths, page 8

The Memorial Supper
Sunday evening, April 12, 1987
after six o'clock
I Corinthians 11:23-29
Woodcut by Bro. Percy Ricks, Wilmington, Del.
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Harvest News
3rd Annual State Fair Witness, Door County, Wisconsin
"The Harvest Is the End of the Age" was
the theme for the Northeastern Wisconsin
Bible Students booth for five days, Aug.
6-10, at the Fair. The brethren used a new
approach in witnessing this year: audio
visual television tapes — a series of 12 —
30 minute TV cassettes, and the main
attraction, "For This Cause," a 90 minute
film. These were supplied by the Chicago
Bible Students.
The Fort Worth Bible Students furnished a special cassette of "Were You
There When They Crucified My Lord?",
and two 40 minute films: "The Rich Man
and Lazarus," and "The 100th Anniversary of The Divine Plan of the Ages."
Door County Populous in Summer
The permanent population of Door
County is 26,000, yet during summer
vacation time it exceeds 250,000. This is
the reason the brethren wanted to make a
large witness effort and they did, with the
help and cooperation of the Chicago, Fort
Worth and Northern Illinois ecclesias.
Booth Displays Many Booklets
A greeting card display rack was used to
display a wide selection of booklets. It
included among other subjects, paperbound copies of The Divine Plan of the
Ages and "A Ray of Hope on A Troubled
Sea" which two ecclesias donated. About
2,000 booklets in all were given free to the
public. The most popular subjects next to
the Divine Plan were "Glossalalia" and "I
Will Come Again." Stocks of both book-

lets were gone the first day.
The booth was advertised free of charge
over the two local radio stations, before
and during the days of the Fair.
Everything went as planned on Wednesday — the first day — through Thursday afternoon. There were continuous
showings on the TV set, daily from 11
A.M. to 10 P.M. — eleven hours of witnessing with TV cassette tapes.
Equipment Problems Begin
Then Thursday afternoon the belt on the
VHS broke and was down the rest of the
day. The next morning another set was
brought in to show the videos as advertised. That evening the second VHS broke
down, and no films could be shown over
the weekend. Disappointing as this was,
the brethren were not discouraged and
continued their witnessing without the
films.
Encouraging Witness Privileges
A man visiting the booth asked Sr. Ruth
Bender if the group was connected with
the original Photo-Drama. He was from
McHenry, Ill. and was spending his vacation in Door County. He said he was on
the mailing list of the Chicago Bible Students and had received most all the booklets on display. He left the impression that
this message was the Truth and that he
believed what he and Sr. Bender had
discussed.
Another interested visitor was a young
man from northeastern Wisconsion who

was employed with an exhibit at the Fair.
He visited the booth several times to tell
how discouraged he was with the theories
of the "worldly" churches. When he returned home, he said, he planned to do
more reading of the Divine Plan of the
Ages. Several times he returned to the
booth to discuss the Truth. He was given
the address of an elderly, isolated couple
of Bible Students in his area, and it was
learned since that he has been visiting with
them.

L to r — Sr. Ruth Bender (NE Wis.), Sr.
Gracia & Bro. Dennis Carmer (NW Ind.),
Bro. Kenneth Glaze (NE Wis.).

Michigan State Fair Booths
Oakland County Bible Students
A new record for First Volume sales at the
state fair was made at the Oakland County
Bible Students booth over the eleven days
of the Fair witness effort in September.
The 770 First Volumes (paperback)
sold were the combined efforts of every
member of the ecclesia including 7 new
brethren. One incident of promise was a
request to purchase 100 First Volumes
which the brethren planned to follow-up
after the Fair.
The 21 sets of Volumes sold were especially gratifying to those whose witness
privileges so resulted. Additional books
sold were: 21 Tabernacles, 26 Mannas, 18
Songs in the Night, and about 560 assorted
booklets. Over 5,000 tracts of all subjects
were given free, from which the brethren

expect to receive another 15 or 20 orders
for sets of Volumes.
All who worked at the booth reported
some promising conversations with a
number of people. A good many signed
cards for follow-up. Where there was special interest indicated, a star on the card
assured its return to the worker giving the
witness.
At the close of the Fair, all members of
the ecclesia rejoiced for the privileges of
witnessing, and for the prospect of future
follow-up opportunities.
Southeast Michigan Bible Students
"There Is No Burning Hell" was the theme
of the Southeast Michigan Bible Students
annual state fair booth. It was a theme
that other ecclesias had used in the past

with some success, and the brethren received both blessings and persecution
from its choice.
Approximately 500 pieces of literature
were sold, including a large number of
First Volumes, and also numerous "Where
Are the Dead?" booklets. A few thousand
tracts were also distributed.
Most of the public who stopped at the
booth were willing to discuss the subject
calmly and objectively. One exception was
a man who stood in front of the booth one
evening for 45 minutes and tried to persuade others that the brethren were in
error; meanwhile passing out his own
literature behind his back. The brethren
were finally forced to call security when
the man refused their requests to leave.
When the security officer arrived, the man
See Harvest, page 13
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Amateur Radio's "Graveyard Chaplain" Ends His Work
For most of his life, Bro. Frey used an
unusual method to spread the Harvest
Message. He was the oldest, continuously
licensed amateur radio operator in the
world! Starting in 1909, he learned Morse
Code and built his first radio transmitter
and receiver, a "wireless." He witnessed
through both "dots and dashes" and voice
transmission up until the end. Over the
years, probably thousands received a witness over short-wave radio and were comforted. Many corresponded with him by
mail who only had short-wave radio receivers, but no transmitters. Two sisters
came into the Truth through "dots and
dashes," the late Sr. Eulalia Thomas of
Ohio, and Sr. Joyce Anderson of Kingston, N.Y. Others consecrated as a result
of witnesses by these two sisters, with Bro.
Frey's help.
Anton Frey became known as the
"Graveyard Chaplin" for a radio network
of amateur operators. Every morning
from 4 to 7 a.m. for the past 33 years, he
hosted the "Graveyard Net," giving sermons, Bible readings, prayer and wonderful witnesses. Operators on the "net"
would ask questions and converse with
him about God's Plan. His radio call letters were W2JF — meaning Jesus' Friend.
Each December he gave a series of talks
outlining the Divine Plan entitled: "Why
There Had to Be a Christmas." Some listeners enjoyed his broadcasts so much
that they are now playing tapes of his past
programs on the "Graveyard Net."
During his final illness, he and Sr.
Louise received a get well greeting from
the hundreds of friends on the Graveyard
Net which read: "Early to bed; Early to
rise; You, dear Anton; Have become part
of our lives."
Bro. Frey was born with a defective
heart, but the Lord had much work for

him to do. The night before he died, while
very ill he prayed aloud for all the brethren
he knew individually, and for his family.
He will also be remembered for his poem,
"The Flowers Talked." Poems of the Way,
P. 5

Bro. Anton C. Frey in his radio room, 1976. Until
his recent death, Bro. Frey was the world's oldest amateur radio operator. The silhouette photo
was taken during one of his "Graveyard Network" broadcasts at 5:45 a.m., April 11, 1984.
(Photos courtesy of Bro. B. Kutscher.)
Bro. Frey with his tabernacle model (covered).

THE FLOWERS TALKED
As up the schoolhouse road I walked

It seemed to me, the flowers talked;
As if they glorified their God all day,
Their little faces-0 so bright—
Reflected heaven's glory light
For rain and sunshine from above,
They thanked the gracious Lord of Love.
Nor did they murmur nor complain
When for a spell there was no rain.
They took whatever by His grace
Came into their specific place,

Their raiment too had come from Him,
That's why they looked so pure, so prim.
Then wondered I if there might be
A lesson here for you for me!
Perhaps, if we were like the flowers,
What difference then if sun or showers
Should be our lot? We'd see the good;
We'd praise the Lord the best we could;
We'd wear a smile upon our face
To honor His unfailing grace.
Bro. Anton C. Frey

Afflicted from page 2

■

Bro. Alvin and Sr. Mildred Raffel (6720 Mad River Road,
Dayton, OH 45459) "Dear Brethren: We have received many
messages of love and concern from ecclesias, conventions and
individual brethren in our various experiences over the past 8
months. These evidences of brotherly love are deeply appreciated
and still a source of comfort upon each re-reading. Weak mortals
that we be, we all need the love and understanding of brethren in
bearing our afflictions.
Nevertheless, we bow to the Lord's will while seeking to interpret it accurately. Please continue to pray for us. You are always
in our prayers."

■

Sr. Margaret Zak (117 Colony Lane, Waynesboro, VA 22980)
"I enjoy receiving the Newsletter and always saddened to reach
the last page in reading each issue as it comes. Being isolated, I
especially appreciate information re Truth materials that are
available. Also of great interest and joy is to read what different
ecclesias are doing to spread the Truth.
All in all, I look forward eagerly to each issue of the Newsletter
— sharing the joys, the sorrows, and afflictions of many in the
Household of Faith..." ❑
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New Brethren in Christ
Immersions, 1986
In June at Denver Colorado:
Sr. Linda Parsons, Fort Collins Col. ecclesia, is the daughter of
Bro. Gene and Sr. Charlene Homolka.
August 31, Chicago Illinois area:
Sr. Evelyn Sheppard, West Suburban Ill. ecclesia, saw the
"Divine Plan" TV program over a year ago, also "For This
Cause."
August 31 at Jackson, Michigan:
From Assoc. Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit:
Bro. John and Sr. Karen Gebarowski (husband and wife), Bro.
John is the son of the late Bro. Peter.
From New Brunswick, N.J. ecclesia:
Bro. Jordan Gray, son of Bro. Robert and Sr. Rebecca;
Bro. Jonathan Gray, brother of Bro. Jordan whose consecration
strengthened his own resolve to consecrate. Both were immersed
by their father.
From Southeast Michigan ecclesia:
Bro. Chris Bidigare received witness from the Zendler family as a
young boy, attended conventions, meetings and camps while
growing up;
Sr. Elizabeth Dimitry, heard the Truth from the Zendler family.
Sr. Shirley Hardin, Pontiac-Warren ecclesia, is the daughter of
Bro. Milt Hardin.
Sr. Kimberley Kwolek, Northern Illinois ecclesia, is the daughter
of Bro. Ron and Sr. Dawn — a 4th generation Bible Student.
Sr. Bethany Larson, Chicago Bible Students ecclesia, is the
daughter of Bro. Dan and Sr. Linda.
Sr. Rachel Stewart, Columbus Ohio Bible Students, is the daughter of Bro. Lauren and Sr. Deborah.
Bro. Matthew Yerkes, Lancaster, Pa., is the son of Bro. Harley
and Sr. Cheryl.

Sept. 7 at Rutherford, N.J.:
Bro. Jim Kopie, Springfield, Mass. area (formerly of Paterson
ecclesia) heard the message through the "Divine Plan" program in
Allentown area while visiting his father;
Sr. Ruby Williams, New York Bible Students, is the wife of Bro.
Williams, an elder in India (plans to visit U.S. soon).
Sept. 27 at Piqua, Ohio:
Sr. Grace Blair, Oakridge, Tenn. ecclesia, learned of Truth from
"Divine Plan" TV program.
Oct. 12 at Staten Island, N.Y.:
Sr. Jane Castioni, Staten Island ecclesia, (an ex-Catholic) heard
message through Bro. Jim Belineau, (an ex-Jehovah's Witness).
Oct. 13 at Saskatoon, Sask.:
Sr. Becky Yasinchuk (ecclesia not furnished), is the daughter of
Bro. Fred.
Oct. 19 at Piermont, N.Y.:
Bro. Jack Moffat, Rockland N.Y. Bible Students, is the husband
of Sr. Judy. The immersion at a Baptist church was witnessed also
by a dozen members (including the Pastor) of the church.

Dec. 6 at Birmingham, Michigan:
From Oakland County Michigan ecclesia:
Bro. Dan and Sr. Connie Monette (husband and wife) bought a
Divine Plan at the State fair, then had continuing personal studies
with 2 members of the ecclesia before attending class studies;
Bro. Mark and Sr. Gina Kinczkowski (husband and wife). Sr.
Gina is Bro. Dan Monette's sister in the flesh.
Dec. 18 at Ferndale, Michigan:
Bro. Jerry Monette is the brother of Bro. Dan;
Sr. Rose Firetto is a friend of the Monette family.

Testimonies by Candidates
Rewards for Joyful Service
Sr. Evelyn Sheppard, West Suburban, Illinois Ecclesia: "...Today
has been a very solemn day for me. I, like you, have now consecrated my life to the Lord and I've entered into his rest. With you
too, I feel it was a privilege and I'll spend the rest of my life now
waiting on the Lord and this household of faith...All my life I've
loved the Lord and I've always wanted to please him. But as my
eyes of understanding have opened and as I heard about the great
and precious promises — something I've never heard before — I
thought how wonderful, a crown given to someone when it's our
pleasure to do these things. Who but the God we serve would be
so gracious...Someone told me today, they never saw such a
happy dead person..."
"This week a great blessing ..."
Bro. Chris Bidigare, Southeast Michigan Ecclesia. "...This weekend has been a great blessing to me not only because of my

immersion but also because my mother was able to attend and see
what we were all about, she really didn't know...I had a lot I
wanted to say yesterday, I forgot about the state fair booth going
on and the blessings I've personally received from it.
I guess a major one that sticks out in my mind was the theme of
our booth at the state fair is real strong. We've got this big black
thing and then it says, "There is no burning hell" in plain white
letters — and people walk by and look at it — we were wondering, is that too strong? As we were closing up the booth (about
10:30 in the evening) we were about to leave and I was talking
with some people at the next booth when this man about 22 came
up. He was with his girlfriend and he said, 'I believe that statement
right there.' It turned out that he's correcting his pastors...in
Ezekiel 38...he just kept talking and talking and we ended up
getting his number and we are supposed to call him on Tuesday
...that was just one of the many blessings..."
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Sr. Bethany Larson, Sr. Karen and Bro. John
Gebarowski.

Sr. Rachel Stewart, Bro. Chris Bidigare, Bro. Matthew Yerkes.

Sr. Debbie Stewart assisting the candidates.

Srs. Kim Kwolek, Shirley Hardin, Elizabeth Dimitry.

Bros. Jordan and Jonathan Gray, immersed by their father, Bro. Robert Gray.

Letter of Testimony

Truth Seeds Sprout in 20 Years
Bro. Horace Judkins, Happy, Texas: "When I get the Newsletter,
I can't put it down until I've read it all and I enjoy it so much. I
wish it were longer. Now I want to say how I came to know and
love the Truth. My mother died when I was ten and left four boys.
My Grandma Judkins took us in (this was 1928) and she had been
in the Truth many years. When Judge Rutherford took over the
Watch Tower, she dropped it and began taking the Herald. She
planted the seeds of Truth in my heart, but it was 20 years before
they sprouted. That was after I had gone far down the wrong
road.
"In 1949 my Aunt Vernon sent my brother Zane a subscription
to the Dawn. He never read it, but I did and saw it was the same
thing that Grandma had told me. Married in 1950 and living in
Brownwood, Texas, I began to hunger for fellowship with others

of our faith. The Dawn gave me the names of Bro. and Sr. Art
Newell in San Antonio. They came to see me and brought a set of
volumes. When I had finished the First Volume I was wholly
converted and made my consecration, although it was four years
later before I symbolized it. During that time I spent nearly two
years in the Veterans Hospital.
"The way Pastor Russell presented the Truth was so beautiful,
so logical, and so easy to follow, that it has always been a wonder
to me that he didn't convert the world. Of course, I know the
reason...
"I was immersed by Bro. Art Newell at the first Forth Worth
Convention in 1954. His friendship will always be very precious
to me.
"I pray that all those who are now in the narrow way will finish
their race in victory and that Christ's Kingdom will soon be fully
set up."
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Deaths from page 3
■ Sr. Mildred D. Arnold, Flushing, New York died Oct. 13 of
leukemia, diabetes and heart trouble. In 1936 she was married to
Warren Kelsy (brother of Sr. Laura) who died in 1951. Later she
married Bro. Forest Arnold who died of leukemia in 1957.
Talking with Sr. Arnold on the phone in July, Sr. Laura Kelsey
felt she was near discouragement and wrote her including some
quotes from Bro. Hatgis on Job: "Job suffered to prove to a
scoffing Adversary the genuineness of his faith; God never loved
him more than when He allowed him to suffer sorely." "Later, Sr.
Milly told me on the phone that my letter came at the right time
and was a real help," Sr. Laura said.
Bro. Ray Luke had the graveside service and read Sr. Arnold's
favorite hymn #12; Bro. Pantel Hatgis gave the closing prayer.
One of two neighbors who attended said that Sr. Arnold was a
"good and much appreciated neighbor they had known as such
for decades..."
■ Bro. Frank M. Kendall of Avon Park, Florida died Sept. 24 at
age 86. He had been ailing many months with lung cancer.
Very zealous for the Truth, he was an active witness in his area
as long as his health permitted. His activities included showing
the Photo Drama and slides of the Holy Land, taken in recent
years, to noon-tide clubs and Sr. Citizen groups; mailing literature; sponsoring the Fort Worth radio and TV programs; and
always by word of mouth whenever opportunity presented.
Bro. Frank was immersed at Bloomington, Ind. in August
1954. He was inspired by the example and memory of his late
father, the beloved Bro. George Kendall, known to brethren at
home and abroad, whose ministry began shortly before Pastor
Russell's death.
Surviving are Bro. Frank's wife, Sr. Emma; a son Frank; a
daughter Beverly Hefner; 4 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. (See Afflicted)

■ Sr. Joyce Trice, age 50, died suddenly in an automobile accident Jan. 24. Her devoted husband Roland ("Sonny") of over 30
years, survived the accident (R. R. 2, Box 194, Preston, MD
21655). They had been visiting Bro. Clarence ("Bus"), being
treated for cancer, and Sr. Joan Jackson of Wilmington, Delaware and were near home when another car ran a stop sign and
hit Sr. Joyce's side of the car.
About 400 attended the visitation and well over 150 were at the
funeral. Many remarked of her works and deeds showing that Sr.
Joyce had done "good to all as she had opportunity." She was a
well-known "ambassador for Christ" in her small farm community. Her whole family took comfort in the Truth and in Bro. Tim
Armstrong's funeral witness. In addition to her husband, she
leaves 3 married children: Wendy, Mike and Nancy; 2 grandchildren, her mother Mrs. Van Schaik, and two brothers.
Isolated since her consecration in the mid-60's, she came to
Wilmington Pre-Memorial Convention every year and brought
isolated Bro. Ed Krewatch (recently deceased) of Seaford,
Delaware.
Sr. Joyce had studied briefly with the Jehovah's Witnesses
before receiving a witness from the "Frank & Ernest" T.V. show.
She had regular visits from Bro. Peter and Sr. Myrza Kolliman
who nurtured her in the Truth. Her last convention was Connellsville, Pa. where she testified to her appreciation of the "High
Calling." It was rarer that she was able to make Watchnight, but
she ushered in 1987 with the Wilmington brethren. Sr. Myrza was
blessed by her company that night. It was the last time most of
them would see Sr. Joyce this side the veil.

■ Sister Elsie Pukas of Van Nuys, Calif. entered into rest on Jan.
24. She had undergone surgery on Oct. 20, and when she awoke,
she was unable to see. A CAT scan revealed the presence of a
tumor pressing on the optic nerve. A series of radiation treatments was recommended to relieve the pressure possibly, and
perhaps allow a measure of vision to return.
Her indomitable spirit and sweet submission to the Lord's will
throughout this experience is reflected in a conversation reported
Nov. 10 in "Brethren Notes": "My long experience in the way of
the Truth has developed faith sufficient... to lick this little affliction..." Should sight not be recovered, she said, "If not, I have a
lot of tapes, and friends that can read to me. So I'll get along fine.
If you are giving a report, give a good one — let the friends rejoice
with me. They all have touched me with their love through calls,
cards, and prayers, so I want to touch them back."
For some years, Sr. Elsie has provided care for her invalid
sister, Sr. Esther Binda, who has now suffered the loss of a caring,
beloved sister, also the sense of security she represented in her life.
May she be granted grace to make the necessary adjustment to
her new faith experience.
Sr. Pukas leaves two brothers: Bro. Stanley Binda of Chicago,
and Emil of Arkansas; two sisters: Srs. Adele Alland and Esther
Binda of Van Nuys; two nieces: Srs Marilyn Binda and Joyce
Jezuit of Chicago.
Bro. Ray Krupa conducted her funeral service.
■ Sr. Helene Roelke of Victorville, Calif. (formerly of Milwaukee, Wis.) finished her course of many years on Dec. 3 at 83 years
of age — a victim to cancer. She leaves a son, a daughter, two
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren.
In the latter stages of Sr. Helene's illness, her granddaughter
Deborah, and husband Wayne Fowler, took her into their home
and gave her loving care until her death. How wonderfully the
Lord provides for every necessity in the lives of His people.
Sr. Roelke was somewhat isolated after moving to Calif. but
kept up an active correspondence with brethren as long as she was
able. She loved to share her ever-increasing appreciation of the
beautiful Harvest message, kept fresh and new through faithful
study of the Volumes and Reprints. Her efforts to communicate
may have strengthened some whose faith was waning.
Bro. Albert Sheppelbaum gave a good witness of her faith for
family members who attended the funeral.
■ Bro. Palmer Wething of Fergus Falls, Minn. died suddenly on
August 17, the result of a heart attack. His death came at 84 years
of age, and just two months before his 60th wedding anniversary.
He leaves his wife, Sr. Lillian, 1019 West Lincoln, Fergus Falls,
MN 56537; two sons, 6 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
Bro. Wething's first interest in Present Truth came through his
wife's father, Bro. Ivar Otteson, who knew Bro. Russell and
attended many conventions that he served. Having little contact
with brethren for many years, Palmer's smoldering interest later
burst into flame under the ministry of Bro. Christian Zahnow in
the early 1960's. He symbolized his consecration, with Sr. Lillian,
about 1964 at Bloomington, Indiana.
Employed for many years at the Historical Museum of Otter
Tail County, his funeral drew a countywide attendance of friends
and colleagues. Many spoke of the service conducted by Bro.
Barry Kuly of Winnipeg as being different than anything they had
ever heard, and that it was such a peaceful and comforting talk.
The booklet, "Comfort and Consolation" was given to all who
attended.
See Deaths, page 15
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Serving the Brethren
"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works." Heb. 10:24

New Printing of
Tabernacle Shadows
Tabernacle Shadows is now available in
hard cover. Size is compatible with the
green volumes; Smyth sewn for durability.
$1.50 plus postage.
Deluxe sets of six volumes are still
available: wide margins and finer paper,
Smyth sewn for easy reading. $26. plus
postage.
Order from: Bible Students Congregation of New Brunswick, P.O. Box 144,
Edison, NJ 08818.

Chicago Bible Students
Ecclesia
Free Tracts Available
Tracts can be obtained in reasonable
amounts, free of charge, if they are in
stock.
For orders or information write: Chicago Bible Students, P.O. Box 6016, Chicago, IL 60680.
Book Republishing Committee
Scrambled lines on Page 5501 of the Reprints are now corrected on a Presapply
label. Simply peel the label from the backing sheet and place carefully over the type
at the top of the right hand column. To
obtain labels for each set of Reprints send
a stamped, self-addressed #10 envelope
with number of labels needed, to the
Committee.
Updating List
Brethren who have moved within the past
few years and have not informed the Republishing Committee of their new address, or anyone wishing to be added to
the mailing list may write to:
Chicago Bible Students Republishing
Committee, 11000 S. Mansfield Avenue,
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415.

Suction Machine Offered Free
Sr. Mildred Rigdon has a machine she no
longer needs, for removing mucous from
the throat of a severely ill person. She said
it saved her mother's life more than once.
She offers to ship it to anyone who can use
it. If interested write or call: Mildred Rigdon, 8101 W. 28th Street, Little Rock,
Ark. 72204. Phone: (501) 225-8003.

Ecclesias Information
New Secretaries
Assoc. Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit
Henry Kwolek
38231 Richland
Livonia, Ml 48150
Chicago Bible Students
Joseph Megacz
1431 S. Fairview
Park Ridge, IL 60068
(312) 692-3609
Colorado Bible Students
Mrs. C. Deuben
3585 Allison Court
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
Fort Collins Bible Students
Mrs. Gene Homolka*
1504 Long's Peak Dr.
Ft. Collins, CO 80524
*Sr. Eldina Kinion, see Isolated
New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia
Mrs. 0. B. Elbert
113 Kamm Ave.
South River, NJ 08882
Address Changes
Assoc. Bible Students
Edward Lorenz
15525 S. W. 114th Ct #33
Portland, OR 97224
North Suburban Detroit Bible Students
c/ o 19171 Hilton Drive
Southfield, Mich. 48075
South Steubenville Bible Students
Mrs. Ray Johnson
P.O. Box 4161
Steubenville, OH 43952
Westville-Clinton Ecclesia
Mrs. George Shuck
Glen Haven Apts.
1703-D Quinnipiac Ave.
New Haven, CT 06513
East Coast Bible Students
Youth Camp
Rick Suraci, Director
219 Johnson Road
Hamden, CT 06518
(203) 248-5769
See Ecclesias, page 13

Chicago Area C.O.
Seminar Held
A C.O. Seminar was held in Elmhurst,
Illinois on September 20, 1986. The content of the seminar was basically the same
as the New England C.O. Seminar, as
reported in the last issue of the Newsletter.
The following is a list of young people,
parents, and elders who attended the
seminar:
Young People

Parents

Rebecca Larson
Andrew J. Whittaker
Sara E. Whittaker
Robert Baryla
Mark Baryla
Tamra Whittaker
Ben Burns
Jeff Whittaker
Mark Tabac
Roberta Tabac
Bethany Larson
Rhoda Larson
David Wittbrodt
Gisele Wittbrodt
Jeff Zendler
Lorain D. Trzyna
Joan J. Malik
Jaime Daly
Jill Malik
Scott P. Alexander
Tom Ruggirello

Robert C. Whittaker
Sharon Whittaker
Donna M. Whittaker
Anita L. Osterman
Russell A. Marten
Gilbert Larson
Lyn H. York
Linda Larson
Daniel E. Larson
Daniel Trzyna
Wanda Jay
Lynette Larson
Elders
Eugene Burns
Theodore Marten
Kenneth Osterman
George Tabac
Bruno Hack
Paul Mali
Daniel E. Larson
Art Jezuit
John Trzyna
Joe Megacz

Literature in Spanish
and Portuguese
Currently the Divine Plan of the Ages and
several booklets are available in Spanish
and Portuguese, also Hymns of Dawn in
Spanish.
Assistance is needed with letters in
Spanish from the newly interested being
received by brethren both in the U.S. and
South America. Brethren clear in Present
Truth, who have a working knowledge of
the Spanish language, and willing to help
are requested to contact: Joe Panucci, 61
Ledyard Ave, Groton, CT 06340. Contact
also for information and literature.
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70 Years Ago:

"The Best and Most Widely Known Minister in the World"
Who was considered "by common consent" the world's "best and most widely
known" preacher of the early 20th century? You might be surprised — It was
Pastor Charles Taze Russell.
Contemporary press accounts credited
him with "causing a great awakening,"
"creating a new interest in Bible study

"the third most circulated
books in the world..."
everywhere," and reported that his writings had greater circulation than that "of
any other living man." Among many
other truths, he taught the good news that
God would "bless all the families of the
earth," including non-believers, through
Christ's Ransom-sacrifice for Adam, and
Restitution. He taught that Jesus was calling out a "little flock" of faithful followers
who would assist Jesus in awakening the
rest of mankind out of the sleep of death
and then teach them God's ways in Christ's
kingdom on earth.
He was world-famous for defending the
Bible against its critics, saving many from
unbelief, for "extinguishing" the fires of
hell, championing Zionist-Jewish hopes,
and proclaiming the Return of Christ.
Pastor Russell found the harmony of the
Scriptures through the method of topical
Bible study — a harmony beautifully
reflected in his six volumes of Studies in
the Scriptures and other writings.
Through his efforts and that of thousands
of Bible Students supporting his work, he
founded over 1,200 independent congre-

gations world-wide, each of whom elected
him as Pastor.
Today — 70 years after his death on
Oct. 31, 1916 — it might almost be a
shock for some to realize that Pastor Russell and the Harvest Message were widely
known around the world. No, our older
brethren who actually witnessed these
things were not romantically embellishing
on the glory of days gone by. We, the
remnants of the Bible Student movement
that Pastor Russell founded have become
used to being fairly unknown to the average person. But that is not the way things
always were. In his day, Pastor Russell
(along with the Bible Students) was possibly better known than the evangelist Billy
Graham is today — except the Pastor's
teachings aroused bitter controversy and
had greater effect.
"Pastor Russell" a Household Word

His influence went far beyond the Bible
Student movement. "Pastor Russell" became a household word in North America, Europe, and many other parts of the
globe, especially during the last decade of
his ministry. His message of Scriptural
truth infiltrated many unlikely quarters,
and still does today.
In 1909 the popular Overland Monthly
magazine reported that Pastor Russell's
Studies in the Scriptures were the third
most circulated books in the world, and
added: "In American literature, Mr. Russell stands first... as a writer, [his] books
have enjoyed a larger circulation than any
English work." Only The Bible and the
Chinese Almanac had greater circulation.
The editor of the same magazine also
referred to Pastor Russell as "the best and
most widely known Protestant minister in
the world."
The magazine (readership 75,000) reported that "the press generally is giving
the arguments of Pastor Russell considerable attention. Letters... continue to pour
in this office..." his "articles have created
widespread attention calling forth columns of newspaper criticism in a way
which seems most remarkable." "The discourses of Pastor Russell, published
weekly in hundreds of newspapers
throughout America and Europe, are
causing a great awakening in the Christian world and creating a new interest in
Bible study everywhere." These quotes
(portions of which were used at the beginning of this article) can easily be found in
the book, What Pastor Russell Wrote for
the Overland Monthly, on pages 62, 121,
20, and 263. It is published by the Chicago

The mention of Pastor Russell's name commonly filled the world's largest halls to overflowing. The above poster was used for lecture
tours. The Pastor never gave the Nov. 5, 1916
sermon in New York — he had died 6 days
before. It reads in part: "The Morning Cometh
And A Night Also!" • The Message of The Hour
• All Seats Free • No Collections • Pastor Russell Preaches Weekly to 12,000,000 People
Through The Newspapers. (Pastor Russell's
sermons had a circulation of 15 million weekly
at one point.)

Bible Students, but the original magazines
can be found in some libraries.
Press Acclaims Global Ministry

Other press accounts referred to Pastor
Russell as: "The World's Ubiquitous
Preacher" ... "The Spurgeon of America"... "The advent of Pastor Russell
brings to this city and country a man of
international reputation...the most popular preacher in America." (The London
Graphic, April 8, 1911) "Mr. Russell has
achieved a position in the world of religious thought unequaled by any living
Divine ... [his writings] are only excelled
in circulation by the Bible itself .1. millions of people all over the world have
found something in Pastor Russell's
[works] which they have been unable to
discover in any other religious writings..."
(The Dundee Scotland People's Journal,
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circa May, 1911)
"One of America's most remarkable
men... by common consent the most
prominent pulpit orator in the United
States." (London Daily Mail, circa May,
1910) "the man, the announcement of
whose name fills to overflowing the largest halls ... an independent teacher ...
giving his time, his strength, and his great
powers of oratory to the moulding of public thought 'with charity toward all and
malice toward none' ... [he] has altogether thrown a new light on the Scriptures..." (Christian Globe, London, May
5, 1910)
Amazingly enough, these words were

"He goes about the world
making people glad..."
not written by Bible Students, but by observant, influential editors and reporters
of the news media. They often ranked
C.T. Russell's oratory and influence with
that of the leading preachers and religious
thinkers of the 19th century, such as
Beecher, Talmage, and Spurgeon. Most of
the above quotes can be found in the
Watch Tower reprints special issue of Jan.
1, 1912, that includes photos and actual
facsimiles of the news clippings.
The term "ubiquitous" was often applied to the Pastor. Webster's Dictionary
defines it as "existing or being everywhere
at the same time ... omnipresent." Such
was Pastor Russell's fame for constantly
traveling on speaking tours, and the unprecedented world-wide circulation of his
teachings in newspapers, tracts, the
"Photo-Drama," and books.
As all Bible Students know, this worldwide heralding of the Lord's "meat in due
season," the "Laodicean Message," (Matt.
24:45-47; Rev. 3:14-22) came at a very
significant time, both prophetically and
historically. But there is at least one point
that has only recently come to light: "The
percentage of Christians in the world
reached its peak in 1900 ... It has been
declining slightly but steadily ever since,
primarily because of the increasing appeal
of a materialistic secular outlook. That
decline is expected to continue through
the year 2,000." So says the Christian
Herald magazine of March 1983 (pg 52),
in a review of Dr. David B. Barrett's book,
The World Christian Encyclopedia. Thus,
Pastor Russell's ministry came at the
point in history when Christianity had
reached its peak.
Shortly before World War I, the population of the U.S. was only 92 million
Pastor Russell's weekly sermons alone

appeared in over 2,000 newspapers then,
with a circulation of 15 million. This was
considered an astounding number, possibly the greatest circulation of any syndicated writer at that time. It is even more
astounding when one considers how controversial his message was, and that
newspapers were the main news media in
the age before radio and T.V. A significant
number of readers must have been interested in Pastor Russell's sermons, because
newspapers do not pay to print a column
under contract unless it helps make sales.
A Giant Among Evangelists

Since Billy Graham is one of the world's
best known religious figures today, it is
interesting to make some comparisons
between his influence and Pastor Russell's. Mr. Graham's message — spread
through revivals, newspapers, and T.V. —
is non-controversial and generally supported by the religious "establishment."

While Pastor Russell did not have the
advantage Mr. Graham has through T.V.
or the cooperation of the churches, he
made unprecedented use of every means
of communication available in his day:
lecture tours, the printed page, advertising/ publicity, colporteurs, phonograph
records, and state-of-the-art motion pictures. The results compare very favorably.
For example, Pastor Russell's newspaper sermons actually reached 35 percent more of the population in his day
than Billy Graham's column does today.
The present population of the U.S. is 239
million, 2.6 times greater than in the Pastor's day. When we adjust for this increase,
C.T. Russell's sermons would have had a
circulation of about 37.5 million today.
Mr. Graham's newspaper column presently appears in 200 newspapers with a
total circulation of 29 million, according
to the Billy Graham Association. While
these are highly impressive figures, Pastor

Russell's sermons reached over one-third
more people.
Pastor Russell's "Round-The-World
Tour" in early 1912 received wide press
coverage and resulted in more Bible congregations being formed. The purpose of
this tour was to investigate the conditions
of foreign missionary work, and deliver
sermons as well.
"The Photo-Drama of Creation" was
released by Pastor Russell in 1914 for
public showing. The historian George
Swetnam calls it "the first epic motion
picture" and says it "appeared 15 years
before other sound pictures were produced." He adds that C.T. Russell was a
"pioneer" in the motion picture industry.
(Where Else But Pittsburgh! Davis and
Warde, Inc., 1958. pp. 110,115.) He says
this long-term project was in four parts,
running a total of eight hours in length,
and was viewed by at least eight million
people. Other authorities say 16 million

saw it — all for free!
During the 40 years of his ministry, his
books reached a circulation of 20 million
and were translated into 19 languages. At
that time, very few works exceeded a circulation of 30 thousand. Millions more
have been distributed since then, particularly The Divine Plan of the Ages and
various booklets. The Watch Tower magazine had a circulation of about 50,000
subscribers. Over 50 million copies of The
Bible Students Monthly were distributed
each year, and were translated into 35
languages. The Lecture Bureau he organized employed 70 full-time traveling lecturers, called "Pilgrims," and 700 parttime lecturers. This work was supported
by local independent congregations, who
provided labor and finances.
Unjustly Slandered

All this was a thorn in the side of his
See Most, page 12
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Most from page 11
opponents, some of whom bitterly denounced his teachings and unjustly slandered his name. More than a few had to
face the facts, however. The Continent, a
publication whose editor often opposed
Pastor Russell, once published the following significant statement concerning him:
"His writings are said to have a greater
newspaper circulation every week than
those of any other living man; a greater,
doubtless, than the combined circulation
of the writings of all the priests and
preachers in North America, greater even
than the work of Arthur Brisbane, Norman Hapgood, George Horace Lorimer,
Dr. Frank Crane, Frederick Haskins, and
a dozen other of the best known editors
and syndicate writers put together." (cited
in the Overland Monthly, page 447.)
Concerning the slanderous accusations
made against Pastor Russell, the historian
Swetnam wrote the following (pp 114115): "Pastor Russell was the target of a
great many stories accusing him of all
manner of wrong doing ... Although evidence is hard to find at this late day, there
appears to have been little, if any basis for
the charges ... When asked why he never
denied any of these accusations, he once
replied, 'If you stop to kick at every dog
that barks at you, you'll never get very
far.'"
Since Bro. Robert and Sr. Rose Hirsh
knew and worked with Pastor Russell
very closely, they were often asked by
brethren what he was like. Sr. Hirsh
would relate various details she remembered, such as his sense of humor, his
strictness and how precise he was about
time. But she once summed it up by saying: "I think all the Truth people know
Pastor Russell — from his writings. His
writings show what he is..." She was
emphasizing that it was not necessary to
have known him personally to know what
his character was like. She knew through
experience that he was just as upright,
caring, and devoted to pleasing the Lord
in person as he appeared in his writings
and sermons.
Bro. Russell had both detractors and
admirers who were members of the press.
One of the latter was L.E. Claypool, Editor of the Kansas City Weekly Post, who
wrote the following editorial in 1913:
Pastor Russell is a kindly, creedless
shepherd, who goes about the world
doing good and minding his flocks —
and incidentally his own business ...
So I walked right over to Pastor Russell and introduced myself. Although I
do not hobnob with the clergy, I did
not feel ill at ease for a moment. Here
was a man who had no creed. He

belonged to no denomination... He
said he had nothing against any church
and wished them all well but that he
preferred to belong to the same church
that Jesus of Nazareth belonged to.
Asked what church that was, he said:
`None of the denominations that exist
today.' We talked about life, Pastor
Russell and I. And it is a good subject.
Here was a teacher, a prophet of God,
whose books have reached a circulation of 8,000,000 and have been printed
in nineteen different languages, including Chinese, and whose parish is the
world... You might look the world
over and not find so good a man as
Pastor Russell for the position he holds
... His face radiates with kindness and
proves his life has been well spent...
There is not a man who does not
believe Pastor Russell is sincere. And
so he goes about the world making
people glad ... and he is the same with
everybody. And I left the hotel feeling
that if the Scriptures did nothing else,
they were worth while just because
they produced this good Shepherd
from Brooklyn... (As reprinted in the
Convention Report Sermon Book, p.
336.)
Preferred a Quiet Life
C.T. Russell was by nature a private
man, but felt a God-given responsibility to
spread the good tidings of Scriptural truth
as widely as possible, inspiring others to
do the same. Successful in business, he
gave it up and spent his entire personal
fortune in the Harvest work. He preferred
to not speak about himself, and admonished others to be sure they were
preaching Christ — not Pastor Russell.
Swetnam says that whenever anyone recognized the man and asked if he were
Pastor Russell, he would always reply:
"Have you consecrated your life to the
Lord?" The personal fame and publicity
made him feel uneasy — his only intention was to teach others about God's
"Plan of the Ages." Along with this came
much suffering from the hands of those
who jealously opposed him.
The following words, written in the
Watch Tower of May 15, 1911 (R 4824),
reveal some important aspects of his
character and faith: "We are well aware
how our foes seek to put an evil construction upon everything the Editor says and
does. The adversary is continually on the
alert to take advantage of human weaknesses, prejudices ... Our Lord called
attention to this in his own case ... Those
out of harmony with the Gospel we
preach, and those of a jealous spirit are
grieved to note the blessing of the Lord
connected with the harvest work. They

convince themselves that everything we
may do to cooperate with the Lord in ...
wide publicity of the truth must be evil.
Thus we are charged with pride and ambition, etc. because we are making use of
business methods to promulgate the 'good
tidings' ...
"Our decided preference would be for a
very quiet life. It is painfully annoying to
us to be so prominently in the public eye.
We could easily end it all and drop back
into obscurity. Why do we not do so?
Because, to our understanding, that would

"We expect no real popularity from the world."
not be God's arrangement. We believe it is
of him that the Truth has a flare-up of
popularity at this time... we expect no
real popularity from the world... We are
using the present opportunity for all it is
worth ... as wisely and as lovingly, yet as
faithfully, as we know how. We leave our
case and that of our traducers in the hands
of the Lord and will be satisified with his
decision ... Neither the slander nor other
oppositions of our enemies shall swerve us
from the path which we believe is marked
out for us by our Lord. Matt. 5:11-12;
11:18-19."
In October 1916 (p. 108) he wrote, "We
have Bible Study Classes in all parts of the
earth. This leads some of the ministers to
consider our work a menace — just as the
Episcopalians once thought the Presbyterians and Methodists a menace, as the
Jews thought the early Christians a menace to their institutions ... unable to meet
our scriptural arguments, they indulge in
personal abuse and invective, with a view
to hindering people from hearing us and
from reading our publications. But, nevertheless, the work goes grandly on."
Unjust criticism and prejudice toward
Pastor Russell came from some Bible
Students as well. After Bro. Russell's
death, Bro. Frank M. Manton of Toronto,
related how he was fortunate enough to
shake off such prejudice. He says that
when he came "into contact with the
truth," he accepted it "in a measure, as
most of us do at first, reservedly." He later
had the opportunity to spend a day with
the Pastor when he visited Toronto, and
said he was prepared to meet him "with
some degree of prejudice." Bro. Manton
explained why: "We had heard so much
about 'Brother Russell' that we had considered it in a large measure a form of hero
worship; and not being a hero-worshiper,
I received him with these thoughts in
See Most, page 14
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Why Is This
Sister Smiling?
What would you do if you could no longer
talk or sing? This is just one of the realities
faced by a dear sister in Christ, Ethel
Scott.
Now 87 and living in a nursing home,
Sr. Scott is confined to a wheel chair
afflicted with congestive heart failure,
cancer, diabetes and a paralyzed left arm,
the result of a stroke. Yet she is still able to
smile and give praise to her heavenly
Father. Sr. Scott has been rejoicing in the
Truth ever since she first heard it from Sr.
Pauline Teaff in Steubenville, Ohio in the
1950's. She came to Fairborn, Ohio several years ago to be closer to her daughter
Peggy Saunders, whose daily visits and
loving care make Sr. Ethel's lot sweeter.
Once a month the Dayton, Ohio class
holds a small meeting with her in the nursing home. She is overjoyed to see the
brethren, including out-of-town visitors
she hasn't met before. Brethren wheel her
into the small lounge which serves as the
meeting room. She can't speak to the
brethren except for an occasional word or
two in a hoarse whisper, so she expresses
herself in other ways. "Sr. Scott loves the
hymns," someone says. In reply, she nods,
gingerly picks up a hymn book, and kisses
it. Even before the hymn singing begins,'

she starts waving her finger in the air like a
conductor's baton, eagerly anticipating
the music.
After the hymns and a short study
comes the testimony meeting. The chairman turns to Sr. Scott first and says, "Well
Sr. Scott, would you like to testify?" Her
face is beaming and she claps her hands.
But her expression turns serious and there
is a pause. To everyone's surprise, she
attempts to speak in a whisper, slowly
saying each word: "Happy — in — the —
Lord!"
The Dayton brethren have received
many blessings from their meetings with

Sr. Scott, and a few witnessing opportunities as well. "Last month," said Bro. James
Watkins, "another gentleman walked in
while we were singing hymns. He asked if
he could join us and we said 'sure.' Then
another man came in behind him. We
were able to talk about the Plan."
Sr. Scott may not be able to speak
anymore, but her love for the Lord, the
Truth, and the brethren speaks out in
other ways. For, "though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, and have
not love, I am become as sounding brass,
or a tinkling cymbal." 1 Corinthians 13:1E1

Harvest from page 4

Ecclesias from page 9

Thunderous Applause At 1-0

Secretary Change

About 200 public gave an enthusiastic
reception to "For This Cause," shown
August 1 at the 1986 Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias Convention. The turnout was considered excellent for the small University
town of Granville, Ohio, set in the midst
of farming communities. "One thing that
stands out in my mind was the thunderous
applause afterward by the public," said
one elder. He recounted several witness
opportunities he had afterwards: "I spoke
with a few teenagers who came from a
juvenile detention center. One had just
gotten out of jail. I stressed that it's not
important what you did before you come
to the Lord, but what you do afterward. I
also spoke with two women who were
friends and who both believed in hell. But
after comparing scriptures, one came to
see the Truth about hell, and disagreed
with her friend, who continued to believe
in eternal torment." Much literature was
distributed also.

at first insisted he would stay because
"people should not be allowed to advertise
a lie" (referring to the booth's theme and
backdrop). Finally he did leave peacefully, and was not seen again.
In spite of the objections of some of the
public, the brethren were especally happy
about the quality of response they received. The brethren had a number of
enthusiastic conversations with those who
stopped at the booth. One brother said he
spoke with a minister till nearly everyone
in the building had gone for that evening.
Many people who stopped were very
interested in what the brethren told them
about God's plan for all of mankind.
The brethren have already contacted
some of the interested from the state fair,
and are having some profitable studies
and discussions with these individuals.
The class is looking forward to continued
follow-up on the names received from the
fair.
One last blessing was the participation
in the witness effort by brethren from the
nearby ecclesias. The brethren in the
Southeast Michigan ecclesia wish to thank
all those brethren who gave their time and
effort to assist the cause.

Sister Ethel Scott can no longer speak, but waves her
finger like a conductor's baton, during the singing.
Bro. James Watkins assists her.

Piqua Bible Students

Miss Karen Winske
Box 371
Sidney, OH 45365

New Listing
Minneapolis Bible Students*
c/ o Mrs. Raymond (Karen) Buchheit
Rt 1, Box 64 A
Hutchinson, MN 55350
*Request convention & seminar programs
from all ecclesias.

See Harvest, page 16
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view... I was on the alert to find, if possible, some flaw ..." What was the result?
"But, to my great surprise, I never met a
character in every way so beyond reproach
... Before the day was over my prejudice

Oldest Convention
A "Spring of
Refreshment"'from page 1
tion many times with her parents. She
recounted when the convention was larger
the brethren met under a simple wood
frame they built because the chapel was
too small. Each year they would throw

had melted as the hoar frost before the
morning sun...' (Watch Tower Reprints
6008)
Of course, Pastor Russell did not want
"hero-worshipers." His one theme in life
was "Jesus Christ, and him crucified — as
our ransom." Bible Students have noted
Bro. C.T. Russell's exceptional life of sacrifice as well as Scriptural soundness of his
teachings. After realizing he delivered his
message of comfort and Truth at great
cost to himself, these cannot help but have
a sincere love and respect toward "that
servant."

"There are works of grace to be
wrought out in us which only the
hard experiences of life can accomplish. For instance, we would be
inclined to lean too much to our
own understanding, if we were not
at times brought face to face with
problems that baffle our skill .. .
Or we might be inclined to trust too
much to the arm of flesh, if it had
never failed us, and the disappointment driven us to the Lord . . . "
R2130

END OF PART ONE
To be continued in next issue

"Blessed is that servant, whom his
lord when he cometh shall find so
doing. Verily I say unto you, That
he shall make him ruler over all his
goods." Jesus Christ

fresh tree branches over it as a roof for
shade. "The red dust would blow around
under the frame and we'd all have red dust
on our shoes. There was a hand water
pump, so we'd use it to wash each other's
feet. After the talks were over, the local
brethren would go to their car trunks, and
soon the tables would be laden with all
kinds of food. The brethren at Siloam
have little of worldly goods, but they share
all they have with the brethren. They truly
exhibit the spirit of hospitality," Sr. Harriet said.
She'll never forget how fervently they
would sing hymns from their hearts with
great love for the Lord, and listen so
intently to the discourses. "Most brethren
there have limited fellowship and not
many conventions they can attend. They
appreciate so much the brethren who
come. It really encourages all of us to take
whatever privileges we have and use them
more fervently."

In the Bible, Siloam (also called Shiloah) is first mentioned in Nehemiah 3: 15
as "the pool of Shiloah, by the king's
garden." It was just outside the walls of
Jerusalem, about 200 feet from the brook
Kidron. Like the convention in Texas, it
also was next to a graveyard. It is thought
by some to be the pool to which Hezekiah
tunneled to bring water into Jerusalem. (2
Kings 20:20, 2 Chron. 32:30) It is also
thought by many to be the water Jesus
pointed to when he uttered the words "If
any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink." (John 7:37) But perhaps no other
mention of it is as memorable as John 9:7,
11, for it is the pool to which the blind
man was sent to wash his eyes, when he
received his sight.
Like the Siloam of the Bible, the convention at Siloam, Texas has been a
spring of refreshment to the brethren in a
dry and hot land, as "the waters of Shiloah, that go softly." Isaiah 8:17

The chapel, where conventions have been held only in more recent years,
because it is small. Bottom: Brethren enjoying both spiritual and temporal
refreshments. The three sisters on the left (all Westmorelands) attended the

first Siloam convention and almost all the others up to the present. They
are: Srs. Loyce Watson, Abbie Watson, Esther McCool. (Photos courtesy of
Bro. A. Springer.)
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Brother Reaches First Century
Bro. Laurel Vernon Davis of Binghamton, New York was 100 years old on January 15, 1987. His daughter Sr. Ardelle
Pierson of Estill, S.C. sent the following
account of the family's history which was
written by Bro. Davis. It recalls the early
years of the Harvest work, and many
brethren known only by name to most of
us today.
"The Truth came to our area in the
1890's by way of a sister introducing
Volume I, The Divine Plan of the Ages,
bound in a blue paper cover. This fell into
the hands of my grandfather, who read it,
and came to see us. He and my Father,
using oil lamps, sat up nearly all night
reading the good news of the Kingdom.
"There was a church on our farm.
Grandfather had given land and material
and labored with others to construct a
church. After receiving the Truth, my parents withdrew from this church. Letters to
Bro. Russell brought names of others in
the Truth at Binghamton, New York
seven miles away.
"Next came a speaker and a very small
group got together. Pilgrim Brother John
Harrison came. Never before had they

heard such a message. Bro. Hayden L.
Samson of Peckville, Pa. came next. It
was wonderful. A class was established.
Father and Mother, my brothers and sisters, Grandfather and Grandmother, and
aunts came out of the churches to study
the Truth. At one time, in 1918, there were
four generations of our family attending
the meetings.
"Bro. Russell made at least five trips to
Binghamton, and Bro. Barton, Bro.
Draper, Bro. Bohnet and others we have
known and loved.
"I symbolized at Toronto Convention
in 1903. Bro. Russell gave the baptism
discourse. The Truth has become more
and more precious each year.
"I am yours in the hope of the glorious
Kingdom, L. Vernon Davis, 3 Lincoln
Avenue, Binghamton, N.Y. 13905"
Bro. Davis has believed Present Truth
for 84 years — a longer time than most
people live. We praise the Lord for His
keeping power. What stores of grace and
blessing have been his portion these many
years! We urge Bro. Davis to write down
more of his esteemed memories of that
blessed past. Ed.

Death from page 8
■ Sr. Ellen Geisinger, age 87, departed this life Dec. 27. She was
the wife of the late Bro. William H. Geisinger from whom she
received a witness of the Truth. She is survived by a son, Bro.
William (see Afflicted), 7 grandchildren including Sr. Marsha
Hauke, and 12 great-grandchildren. The funeral discourse was
delivered by Bro. Leo Post, who had also just given a discourse in
her home the previous Saturday to the Pottstown, Pa. Class of
which she was a member. She was consecrated over 60 years, and
was very active in the Comfort work.
■ Sr. Helen Czarnecki, a member of Chicago Polish Bible Students for the past 35 years, ended her course on Feb. 3, at 83, after
suffering four strokes. She was the mother of Bro. Raymond
(2434 W. 47th Place, Chicago, IL 60632), and Sr. Florence, who
attended their mother in her declining years. She leaves also two
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
Bro. Edmund Jezuit officiated, and Bro. Raymond's daughter,
hearing the message for the first time, said it gave her much food
for thought. She had been reared in the Catholic faith.
■ Bro. Ed Krewatch of Seaford, Delaware ended his consecrated walk in Autumn 1986. Crippled with arthritis since the
1970's, he still came to Wilmington Conventions smiling and on
crutches. He was a quiet, generous farmer — some will remember
him as the brother who bought a busload of government surplus
reel-to-reel tapes and sold them to the brethren for 10c each. His
survivors include his niece Janet Turner who studied the Truth
together with him and Sr. Joyce Trice (recently deceased). Bro.
Richard Vinson delivered the funeral discourse.

Church of England steps
closer to Catholic reunion
London (Reuters) — The Church of
England's ruling body advanced towards reunification with the Roman
Catholic Church Thursday by overwhelmingly approving a motion that
envisages some type of papal authority
in a reunited church.
The General Synod, a 565-member
parliament of clergy, laity and bishops,
voted by 344-137 for the English
Church to engage in more exploratory
talks with Rome on the issue of papal
authority and primacy.
But now dialogue between the two
had reached "sufficient convergence on
the nature of authority in the church
for our communions together to explore further structures of authority
and the exercise of collegiality and the
primacy in the church," the motion
said.
The synod, which meets three times
a year, had before it two reports from
the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission that suggest that
the Pope should act as "universal primate" in any union between the two
churches.
Chicago Tribune, c. Nov. 5, 1986

■

Sr. Gloria Koenemann of St. Louis, Missouri finished her
earthly course on Oct. 27. She had been coping with lupus for five
years but last July learned she had inoperable lung cancer. Her
faith, however, never wavered through all her trials.
Her husband Bro. Edward Burke died of cancer about 20 years
ago. She remained a widow for many years, rearing her children.
She then married Ronald Koenemann who was not in the Truth
but sympathetic to her belief. He also died with cancer. She then
took care of her invalid father and ailing mother, Bro John and
Sr. Helen Nothstine until their deaths. Through it all, she never
complained and always had a sympathetic ear for those who
needed it.
Sr. Koenemann leaves four children: Bros. Michael and Bruce
Burke, Rebecca Schaub of California, Sandra Burke who cared
for her mother in her final days. The home address is 9518
Brenda, St. Louis, MO 63123. Bro. Ray Krupa of Portland, OR
had the funeral service.

■

Bro. Wayne Russell Schiffner of Burlington, Colorado was
born on Feb. 14, 1916 and finished his course on Aug. 19, 1986.
He was born into the Truth, and named after Brother Russell.
Wayne and his family symbolized their consecrations in May
1970 at one of the Denver conventions.
Wayne's joy was in the thought of the new Kingdom and he
was always willing to tell of the Lord's wonderful promises to
everyone.
Bro. Wayne is survived by his wife, Hildur (18241 Co. Road 44,
Burlington, CO 80807); six daughters; three sons-in-law; twelve
grandchildren, and sister, Leota Shonka. At Bro. Wayne's
request, Bros. Joseph Marks and Darcy Kuehmichel of the
Denver ecclesia conducted the funeral service. ❑
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"For This Cause" at University
On Nov. 2 "For This Cause" was shown to
a group of fourteen (including some students) at the University of Maryland.
Several from a Christian campus group
were concerned that the showing was by
the Jehovah's Witnesses. A brother allayed their fears by explaining that Bible
Students have a personal relationship
with Christ.
Sponsored by the Wash. D.C. Bible
Students and assisted by brethren from
New Jersey, they placed 5,000 tracts on
campus and an ad in the Student Paper.
After the showing, First Volumes and
other literature were taken. More responses were anticipated from the tract
distribution.

Light Shines in San Diego
"Are Unbelievers Lost Forever?" This was
the theme the San Diego ecclesia painted
on a backdrop for their booth at the
Southern California Exposition in July.
About 18 different brethren rotated in
shifts for over two weeks at the Exposition booth. They gave the comforting
message that unbelievers are NOT lost
forever, but will have a full opportunity to
receive God's blessings during the resurrection in Christ's Kingdom on earth.
They distributed well over 5,000 booklets
on various subjects, but this was less than
average compared to past years.
"It was not one of the better fairs for
distribution of literature," said Bro. David
Rice. "We still plan to have one next year.
The booth was put in a different location
that was not as favorable — the corner of
the building farther away from higher
traffic areas." He added that the subject
may not have been as interesting to the
public as well. "Some ex-Jehovah's Witnesses were particularly interested in talking to us. They especially appreciated the
concept of the kingdom."

"Thankful" Theme of Goshen
Connecticut Booth
The Waterbury ecclesia sponsored a booth
at the Connecticut Agricultural Fair in
Goshen, Conn. This is a small fair that
runs for two and a half days each July.
The Waterbury friends found that most
people attending this fair were satisfied
with their churches, making it difficult to
witness. This was a sharp contrast to the
Danbury (CT) State Fair, where Waterbury sponsored a booth for over 20 years.
People there were eager to take tracts and
discuss Biblical subjects.

One highlight from the Goshen fair was
that the brethren contacted a man with a
Truth background. His mother came into
the Truth about 1918. He does not meet
with anyone and believes the door to the
High Calling is shut, but enjoyed meeting
someone who believes the same as his
mother did. He bought a set of volumes.
The brethren first contacted him three
years ago at the fair, and he has stopped
by the booth ever since. The Waterbury
friends say they are "thankful for any opportunity to witness."

First Volume Gets
New Promotion
The Nebraska Bible Students have found
a different way to promote the Divine
Plan of the Ages — by inserting tracts in
newspapers. Twice a year a national marketing firm inserts promotional envelopes
into about 80 Sunday newspapers across
the country. It costs only $10 per 1000 to
have a tract included in these envelopes of
up to 13 items. This group distribution
enables the incredibly low price of only 1
each for insertion.
The marketing firm does distributions
in January/ February and in September/
October. The Nebraska brethren with the
support of local ecclesias, have arranged
for insertions totaling 43,000 tracts in 3
papers, as shown, for January/ February
1987. The "1886" tract*:
Des Moines Register (IA) 20,000
Columbus Dispatch (OH) 10,000
*One-half with Bro. Russell's biography and
photograph, and one-half without.

"The Divine Plan and You are in It"
tract:
Connellsville Courier (PA) 13,000
The results of this effort will be reported
with other centennial efforts in an upcoming issue of the Newsletter. The Nebraska
brethren wish to test public reaction to
this religious material, also to get a reading on "how telling about the author
affects responses, i.e., how well the public
knows who Bro. Russell is."
Current plans are to insert in the September/ October distribution — 200,000
to 500,000 tracts of a "yet undetermined
tract. The matter is in the Lord's hands,
and in our prayers." This insertion would
cost $2,000 to $5,000 or more, depending
on the quantities inserted. The cost of the
tracts, of course, would be additional. The
Nebraska friends feel there is still time to
involve local ecclesias and to print the
necessary tracts. If you and/ or your ecclesia are interested in more information,
please contact Nebraska Bible Students,
P. 0. Box 3861, Omaha, NE 68103 or call
Bro. Tom Gilbert (402) 592-2317.

Big Fresno Fair
Again, the Fresno Bible Students had a
booth at the Big Fresno Fair, from October 6 to 19, 1986. The theme was "Hope
For a Fear-Filled World." Over the 14 day
period 6,471 pieces of literature were
given out. This included 518 packets containing a selection of tracts including
among other subjects, "1886" and "Why
God Permits Evil," also general information about the Fresno Bible Students.
Over 4,000 other tracts and more than
1,500 booklets were disseminated. The
Fresno ecclesia also distributed information about the December showings in
Fresno of "For This Cause." A great deal
of interest was expressed in this event and
many indicated having seen it last year.
The Fresno class members have special
memories of particular interest at the Fair.
A brother witnessed to a young woman
concerning the fact that the entire world
of mankind will have an opportunity for
life. She had heard that those who are
ignorant of God's Word are condemned
to eternal torment, but felt this wasn't
right. She was extremely receptive to all
the information given and said that she
didn't know anyone believed like this.
A sister in the class recalled that a
young man stationed at a local naval base,
after having read the material he picked
up at the booth, returned to ask about the
Radio program he saw mentioned.
During the days of the Fair, many people stopped to visit. Some had very definite ideas. Others were brokenhearted,
searching for hope and truth. Many
looked for condemnation that they had
found elsewhere and were very surprised
at its absence.
The Fresno Bible Students enjoy this
yearly witness effort: the opportunity to
spread God's marvelous truths, and to
share their experiences with the world. ❑
Statement of Purpose
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored

by the Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton,
Ohio. It is published as a cooperative effort
of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as
revealed by our returned Lord through his
faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor
Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated
through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows, and other
of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and
information, other than doctrinal matters, of
interest among Bible Students as aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are
invited to submit authentic information for
publication. News items should be verified
before submitting, as the sponsors cannot
assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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Our Brethren Speak
We are unable to publish testimonies from the 1-0 Convention
1986, as the tapes were inaudible. — Ed.

Testimonies at Hope, Indiana June 8, 1986:
A Joy to Tell the Story
Sr. Esther Ledwinka, Columbus Indiana Ecclesia. "... Recently I
had an experience that I praise the Lord for because I am not one
who can easily witness to others. The Lord provides only the kind
of experience, I suppose, that we can do our best in.
"When Bro. Art was in the hospital, the wife of the man in the
next bed went out to dinner with me after we got to know each
other. When I bowed my head in prayer before eating, she was
quick to ask what church I belonged to. This opened up a
beautiful witness experience... I won't go into detail because it is
of great length. But it will take me through the rest of the year
because it made the pain that Bro. Art had to endure well worth
it, so that we can let our light shine in some way..."
In School of Christ
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany, Indiana Ecciesia. "...I've been
thinking about a lot of experiences lately...some years back I
came upon a letter from a principal who was a survivor of a
concentration camp and the first day of school every year he gave
this letter to the teachers. He said briefly that in his experiences in
concentration camps he had seen learned physicians and trained
nurses do terrible things to human beings so he was suspicious of
education. He said the bottom line was that reading, writing and
arithemetic should make our children more humane.
I've thought about that a lot because we're in the School of
Christ and we've been plucked out of something like a concentration camp, the miry pit and the clay. I've been thinking about the
effect of truth in my life and is it making me more humane, is it
making me more God-like in my character. A dear sister...years
ago gave me a reprint, 1832, called "The Peace of God". In that
article Bro. Russell talks about how God has kept his peace
through all of the things that he's seen, through all the millennia
all over the world, and we are touched by what little we see..."
Testimonies at New Brunswick, N.J., July 4, 1986:
"Why Didn't I Listen?"
Sr. 011ie Wasilewski, Jersey City, New Jersey. "... I want to share
a thought with you. Sr. Lillian Sure used to belong to this class...
and she used to bore me to tears telling me the same story over
and over again — and why am I telling you this? Because the Lord
allowed her to tell me something over and over that I was going to
need someday, but I wasn't paying attention.
"She was telling me about Bro. Sure who had lead poisoning
and they found a kind of diet ... that freed him of the lead in his
legs — it was so bad he couldn't walk. Well, now I have lead
poisoning and they are not able to get rid of it... I go over and
over it in my mind, Why didn't I listen, why didn't I pay attention?
I could have been freed of it but I didn't listen.
As I sat there today and nobody getting up, I thought, why
don't we share what's going on in our lives so we can take them to
heart. That's what I've taken from that lesson — not to get bored
with hearing the same truths over and over again because possibly
that's what is going to keep us from falling at the end..."

The Lord Overcomes Obstacles
Sr. Mary Ellen Wagner, San Diego, California. "... In my job I
started in February, I was promised a week off to be here, and
about two weeks ago they told me I couldn't have the time off
and, if I took it, I would be terminated. So I said, 'I told you ahead
of time and you promised it to me, so you'll have to terminate me.'
They are terminating me but still expect me back to work on the
17th, so that was one way the Adversary tried to keep me from
coming.
"Another way: I was to leave San Diego on the Republic
Airlines at 8:10, and they discovered an oil leak. They were able to
fix it, then we were on the runway going at a high speed... and
just as the plane was about to leave the ground, I heard the
screeching of brakes and the fire signal came on, and we couldn't
go any farther.
"They said they were going to fix the problem — had to get a
new part — and four hours later I was on that same plane again.
But before that, I went in and prayed — I didn't want to get back
on the same plane, but felt I had to trust the Lord. Then, the same
thing happened again.
"I can't explain it, but it was the power of the Lord ... we
stopped just in time. The experience has brought me closer to the
Lord."
Open the Door for Opportunities
Bro. David Stein, Allentown Penna. ecclesia. "...The Lord
taught me some lessons in witnessing lately. In the month of June
I've had three opportunities to let people know that I am a Bible
Student, that I belong to an ecclesia, that we are active, and that
we appreciate the Truth.
"In one case, I was in Chicago on business and was talking to
an engineer. When we took a break I pulled out my Bible (I did it
on purpose), he looked and said, 'What's that?' I said it was my
Bible and that I love talking about it. 'I pulled it out because I
wanted to see your reaction."Well, what's in it that you want my
reaction to?' he asked. He is Catholic but very interested, and I
shared some ideas with him in the brief time we had. When I told
him we have a little class in Allentown, he said, 'Is there anything
like that in Chicago?' I said there was and that they had their big
convention a couple of weeks ago. He asked, 'When's the next
one?' He said he'd like to know more about this. So here's a young
fellow that has a hearing ear.
"One other experience within the same week... I'm taking a
night school course... and one of the fellows in class is an older
gentleman... At our break we were talking (I didn't have my
Bible with me) but I raised the subject of the Bible with him...
have you ever studied the Bible? and he said, 'Yes, I happen to be
very interested...' The conversation kind of blossomed and we
even picked it up after class that night, for about 20 minutes. He
asked me, 'Do you have a church you go to?' and I told him we
have a little class in Allentown. Then he asked if it is open to
others, and I assured him it was. He said, 'Well, it happens that we
are moving to Bethlehem, Pa. and would like to meet with
someone'...
"If we don't open the door these opportunities will not come
about..."
See Brethren, page 18
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would be no Kingdom and, in time, the world will be able to say
that too..."

Testimonies at Jackson, Michigan, August 30:
Impressions of Trip Abroad
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick, New Jersey ecclesia. "...We've
been five weeks in the Middle East and Europe. We never aspired
to go to the convention overseas, but the Lord seemed to point in
that direction. We were overwhelmed to find that our sons had
consecrated, so it seemed even more of a beneficial thing. For
many years, I have wanted to go to Israel, and that too was
opened up. So we had three legs to our journey.
"First, we went to Europe and had the privilege of being with
the brethren in France, and were able to talk about the Truth.
That was a great confirmation to my faith — to think that here in
another language other brethren have come to similar conclusions as we.
"We also went to see the Alps in Switzerland and appreciated
some of the grand aspects of God's power, but in immediate
contrast we went to Dachow, Germany — the concentration
camp memorial. The exhibits are very explicit, and again, that old
question came up in my heart as to, Why God, you let this
happen. Why did it have to go this far? My head knew the
answers but sometimes the heart has questions... But I knew I
would get the answer, and I had an idea I would get it in Israel,
and that's the way it happened.
"At this point we were primed for the convention... one of the
biggest blessings was getting to know a brother and sister from
Nigeria. They speak English, and it was a joy to go into some of
the details of the Scriptures with them; also Bro. Joseph from
India. Here, at this convention, we can sit back, open our mouths
and talk English, and it's just so relaxing and joyful. At the
International Convention you have to work a little harder but the
rewards are there just the same. A lot of brethren speak English
and are willing to translate.
"On the third leg of our journey we went to Egypt and one
thing that impressed me was going up the Grand Gallery in the
Pyramid. It was very steep and in the press there were people
coming down the other way. When it was our turn to come down,
I realized it was so much easier to go down than up. That is the
way with our walk too, it is more difficult to go up, but the reward
is at the end of the King's Chamber. We had just studied on
Wednesday when we got back, that the foes of the New Creation
are three: the world, the flesh and the devil. Bro. Russell says that
the world isn't purposely malicious, it is just selfish. I thought of
Egypt and its people as a picture of the world. They don't
maliciously rip you off, it's just a way of life. We had a chance to
see wealth and squalor, and that's what the world has to offer, but
we were called, as it were, out of 'Egypt' to go to 'Israel.'
"One of the most impressive things was arriving at the Wall on
the 9th of Ab — the anniversary of the destruction of both
temples. The air was charged and that day or night before, the
temple mount had just been stormed by some Orthodox Jews. Of
course, they feel bad because they don't own it. I felt especially
close to be right there at that spot and to thank the Lord that the
Kingdom would be built right there in its Capitol, Jerusalem. We
went to Herzel's grave and a swastika had been placed on the
grave the night before — apparently by Orthodox Jews. It had to
do with contentions about digging where the cemeteries are ...
We had an Israeli guide who, to me, represented the typical Israeli
and he said something that answered that question I had back in
Dachow. He said that without the Holocaust there would be no
State of Israel. Now, we could say that, but for him to say it made
me understand with my heart the necessity for the Holocaust... It
also helped me understand that without the Time of Trouble there

A Class is Resurrected
Bro. Francis Earl, Washington, D.C. "...I want to share with
you...a little blessing. Did you know that in this country there has
been the death and resurrection of a class? Those of you who are
older remember Bro. Trautfelter from the Baltimore class. After
Bro. Franz died, the class died. There is now a Baltimore class and
the Lord gave me a little privilege, just a little privilege of having a
part in the resurrection of this class. It's a long, long story
involving veterinary medicine, the treatment of an animal, and
the owner of that animal spending two years studying in my
house before he was finally immersed in Wilmington. Five
brethren are meeting together in Baltimore... and I didn't realize
what was going on until this year before the Memorial, they got
together and decided they were capable of putting on a Memorial. They have no elders...they need your prayers..."

Four Generations in the Truth
Bro. Bruno Hack, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia. "...This is
our wedding anniversary and so many years have expired since
that day, we never envisioned being here this long. It was in 1939
that we got married and we thought, well with the World War just
having broken out weeks earlier it would just be a matter of a year
or two and we would be in the Kingdom. But lo and behold, we
don't know what the future holds, here we are some 47 years later.
We've had three children and they've been consecrated and now
my grandsons Jonathan and Jordan are going to be immersed,
what a blessing! I think of that scripture, 'the promise is to you,
your children, and then to them that are afar off' and I think the
Lord has blessed us immensely. I was born and raised in the
Truth, so here we have four generations...1 also think of the
Manna comments about the necessity of character development
and I realize my knowledge and discernment of truth has far
outstripped my usage of it, so I ask an interest in your prayers that
I may apply truth more readily..."

Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio Sept. 28:
Cross and Crown Must Be Earned
Bro. Edmund Jezuit, Chicago Bible Students. "... I would like to
relate a recent experience. I received a call from a woman, informing me that her father had died and she wanted to have a Bible
Students funeral. I learned that he had attended meetings many
years ago... I then made a few inquiries into her father's background of several older brethren. The best they could determine
was that he got into some worldly pursuits and just dropped out.
He had attended the Memorial services but not in later years...
"Apparently, the daughter learned that the Bible Students have
a custom of draping the cross and crown emblem over the
casket... She asked if I would display this emblem on her father's
casket. I explained to her the significance of the cross and crown
— that it's more than an insignia of an organization — that the
cross shows sacrifice, the crown, the life beyond and the wreath
indicates victory. Then I asked, 'Do you think your father warranted this emblem?' She said, 'No. I knew my father and his life
... and he didn't really earn it.
"My first impulse was, well she requested it, let's put it on, but
after thinking about it more seriously, it would have been wrong
to do so..." ❑
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Conventions
March 8 Rockland, New York. Rockland Bible Students Annual;
Bear Mountain State Park, Overlook Lodge, Bear Mountain,
NY. 4 discourses. Secretary: Mrs. Dawn Shallieu, 1041 Johnston
Drive, Watchung, NJ 07060.
March 13-15 Buenos Aires, Argentina. First Convention ever
held in South America; to encourage, help, and unite brethren in
all parts of the continent. Speakers from U.S., Argentina, Peru
and Brazil. Question meeting and discourses; Colon Hotel,
Buenos Aires (Hall, overnight rooms and meals). Contact: Joe
Panucci, 61 Ledyard Avenue, Groton, CT 06340. Phone (203)
445-7040 for details, suggested travel routes and travel tips.
March 20-22 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students, Best
Western, 3037 Roberts Cut Off & Hwy 99. 5 speakers; Public
witness Fri. 8 P.M. "Wist Ye Not That I Must Be About My
Father's Business?" at Will Rogers Auditorium; Baptismal, Sat. 3
P.M. Sec'y: Mrs. George Wilmott, P. 0. Box 4085, Fort Worth,
TX 71606. Phone: (817)- 237-9379.
March 27-29 Fresno, California. 34th Annual Pre-Memorial,
Fresno Bible Students. Episcopal Conference Center, Oakhurst,
CA, Phone: (209) 683-8162. 7 speakers, Panel discussion Fri.
3:45. Programs & information: A.W. Abrahamsen, 4689 E.
Shields Ave., Fresno, CA 93726. Phone: (209) 454-1039.
March 28, 29 Columbus, Ohio. Pre-Memorial, Columbus Bible
Students, The Olde Gahanna Sanctuary, 82 N. High St, Gahanna,
OH. Phone: (614) 475-9265. Three speakers; Baptismal Sat. 10
A.M.; Acccommodations: Ed Winske, 3431 Clarkston Ave,
Columbus, OH 43277. Phone: (614) 235-8939.
April 4, 5 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/ Chesapeake City
ecclesia's Pre-Memorial, I.B.E.W. Hall, 814 Basin Road, New
Castle, DE. Seven speakers, Baptismal Sat. Reservations: Mrs.
Rod MacDonald, 135 W. Rutherford Dr, Newark, DE 19713.
Phone: (302) 731-1329; Mrs. Clarence Jackson, 109 Colesbury
Dr., New Castle, DE 19720.
April 17-19 Addison, Illinois West Suburban Bible Students, Best
Western 4 Seasons Motel, Park Blvd & Roosevelt Road, Glen
Ellyn, IL. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. Edward Bushlus, 980
Lois, Addison, IL 60101. Phone (312) 543-5735.

May 3 Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students, Sage
Park Jr. High School, Sage Park Rd, Winsor, CT. Secretary: Mrs.
John Coccia, 10 Light St, Enfield, CT 06082.
May 16, 17 Vancouver, British Columbia Spring Annual, Moberly Park Community Centre, 7646 Prince Albert St. Phone (604)
324-7887. Seven speakers. Meals and lodging by brethren. Contact: Mrs. B. Zufelt, #201- 9151 No. 5 Road, Richmond, BC V7A
4E9, phone (604) 274-4224.
May 17 Cleveland, Ohio. Spring convention, Cleveland Bible
Students. Masonic Temple, 3615 Euclid Ave. Two speakers.
Secretary: Alex Brzostek, 2339 Averill Drive, Akron, OH 44313.
May 17 Agawam, Massachusetts. Agawam Bible Students,
Ramada Inn, 161 Bridge Street at 1-91, Warehouse Point, CT.
Asst. Sec'y: Mrs. Leslie Hindle, 39 Park Hill, Broad Brook, CT
06016. Phone: (203) 623-6591.
June 13, 14 Hope, Indiana Annual. Four speakers. Secretary:
Mrs. David Chastain, 14950 N. 300 E. Hope, Ind. 47246. Phone:
(812) 587-5029.
June 14 Waterbury, Connecticut. Assoc. Bible Students Annual,
Y.W.C.A. Building, 80 Prospect Street, Secretary: Miss Anna
Tsimonis, 227 Willow Street, Waterbury, CT 06710.
July 3, 4 Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, North Sask. Bible Students. Information: Mrs. Adam Siwak, Sec'y, R R 1, Prince
Albert, Sask S6V 5P8. Phone: (306) 764-7692.
July 28-August 2 Granville, Ohio. 1987 Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias'
Annual, Denison University. Direct inquiries to David Doran,
Secretary, 6506 Watch Hill Road, Louisville, KY 40228. Phone:
(502) 239-3684.
September 26, 27 Piqua, Ohio. Y.W.C.A., 418 N. Wayne. Secretary: Miss Karen Winske, P.O. Box 371, Sidney, OH 45365.
Midwest Bible Students Youth Camp
June 20-27 Fombell, Pennsylvania (45 miles north of Pittsburgh)
7th Annual Youth Camp. Ages 9-18 years. Secretary: Mrs. Dan
(Sr. Linda) Larson, 5445 W. 149 St., Oak Forest, I160452, phone
(312) 535-2066.

April 17-19 Winnipeg, Manitoba Winnipeg Bible Students
Spring Annual. Windsor Park Inn, 1034 Elizabeth Road at
Lagimodiere Blvd Rt 59/201) Windsor Park, phone (204) 2532641. Six speakers. Polish discourses Sat. & Sun. 11 a.m. Accommodations: Frank Boychuk, 203 Moray St, Winnipeg, Man.
R3J 3A4. Phone (204) 888-0784 or 837-1782.
April 24-26 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students.
St. Thomas Center, Kenmore, WA. Ten speakers. Secretary: Mrs.
Donald Nussel, P.O. Box 17441, Seattle, WA 98107. Phone (206)
783-7564.
April 25-26 Omaha, Nebraska. Nebraska Bible Students. Crown
Hall, 8345 Crown Point Ave. Four speakers. Meal reservations
by April 15 please, write or call Secretary: Mrs. Tom Gilbert, 904
Donegal Circle, Papillion, NE 68046. Phone (402) 592-2317.
May 2, 3 Detroit, Michigan. Assoc. Bible Students of Metro
Detroit, Spring Annual. Charles A. Lindbergh Elem. School, 500
N. Waverly St, Dearborn, MI. Phone: (313) 582-2710. Five
speakers, opens Sat. 9:30 A.M.; closes Sun. 4:15 P.M. Programs
and information: Henry Kwolek, Sec'y, 38231 Richland, Livonia,
MI 48150. Phone: (313) 464-2122.

It is the duty of every new creature to repudiate every thought that is disloyal to God or
to his laws. The loyalty of the mind should be
so great that anything contrary to God's will
would be considered treason. Everything
known to be disloyal should be discountenanced, fought against. For, as surely as evil
things come in, progress is made toward destruction of the loyalty of the mind.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
..that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

