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"Who then is a .faithful and wise servant whom his Lord ... shall make ruler over all his goods?" Matt. 24:45,47

Fiery Greek Brother Leaves Our Midst
"Most of us remember him for his zeal.
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Wherever he worked, he was a burning
torch — a little bit like the Apostle Paul. I
think of him as a train going downhill full
throttle — no brake. That was Peter Kolliman as far as the Truth was concerned. It
was all the way. He got up such momen-

Greetings in the Lord
Since our last issue, the Lord has called
home several brethren who have left a
great legacy of sacrifice and zeal in the
countries where they lived and worked.
We pray that their examples will not be
forgotten, but will encourage us all to
carry on the Harvest work and be faithful
unto death. Hymn 232.
In case some are not aware, we would
like to remind the brethren that anyone
wishing to receive the Newsletter can be
added to our list by sending us their names
and addresses.

tum that he swept a lot of people along
with him." So says Bro. Eugene Burns,
and few would disagree. The fire that
burned within the heart of the "little
Greek brother" changed many lives forever, including this writer's.
During the early morning of October 9,
87 year-old Bro. Peter Kolliman was
finally called home. He had wasted away
for several years. "It seems awfully blank
without him," said Sr. Myrza, his wife of
59 years, "but if you'd seen him you'd
realize that nobody could wish him to
stay." He was born in 1897 in the Greek
village of Agia Paraskevi, on the island of
Mitilini (Lesbos) off the western coast of
Turkey.
Named Panyeotis Paraskeva Koumandas, he grew up in poverty with the seven
brothers and sisters who survived infancy.
In a 1976 taped interview for the Delaware Oral History Archives, Bro. Peter
described how they all ate their meals out
of the same dish while sitting around a
crude table: "In the morning my mother
had a bowl. She filled it with water,
poured some olive oil on top of it, added

some salt, and we dipped our bread in that
and ate it. That was our breakfast." At
night they slept on the kitchen floor: "We
all slept like sardines — we kept warm
that way."
After completing the eighth grade of
school in 1911, his father took him to the
U.S. to help earn money and avoid conscription in the Turkish army. Peter was
14. The two lived in a six room tenement
with 18 other Greeks in Reading, Pa. The
squalor was so bad Peter cried to go back
home. Eventually, Peter ran away from
his father after being beaten once too
often.
By 1918, Peter had turned to Socialism
as a solution to man's problems. While on
his way to a Socialist lecture in Reading,
Pa., he noticed papers on the street. He
picked up one that was blown in the gutter
and saw it advertised a talk on "The Love
of God." That struck a chord in Peter's
heart. Instead of going to the Socialist
lecture, he went to the Bible Student lecture. Peter said his reaction was, "I fell in
love with the love of God." He bought a
set of volumes and a Bible, and immediately started going to meetings. There he
met a man from the same Greek village,
Bro. Michaels.
Peter related how he later went to a
Greek priest and repeated the words of a
Greek hymn the priest chanted, saying:
See Kolliman, page 15

For This Cause Shown At World Methodist Center
Over 400 public came to see a very unusual showing of For This Cause in Ocean
Grove, N.J. on September 6. Dr. Floyd E.
George, a Methodist minister, arranged to
have For This Cause (FTC) shown during
Ocean Grove's annual international religious conference, totally at the conference's expense. This summer's conference
was opened with a talk by Oral Roberts
and closed by Norman Vincent Peale.
Dr. George and his wife saw the New
Brunswick (N.B.) presentation of 'FTC
last year. When brethren called on him as
part of N.B.'s regular follow-up work, Dr.

George told them he was thrilled with
FTC and asked if it could be shown at
their conference. (See Summer 84 Newsletter, page 12.)
"It was an overwhelming success. It
came off very favorable," Brother Ken
Rawson said. "The Tabernacle hall was
full and people were standing at the back.
In fact, people were outside the building
looking through the windows and could
hear the program outside."
Advertising was paid for by the Ocean
Grove Camp Meeting Association, which
See FTC, page 8
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you."I Peter 5:10

■ Sister Rebecca Beard (Rt. 1, Box MA, New Salisbury, IN
47161) suffered minor injuries in an automobile accident in September. Distracted by a fly, she lost control and her car hit a tree.
Her forehead hit the windshield resulting in cuts and swelling and
her knee was badly bruised and swollen. She said, "I praise God
for His gentle care of me ... I'm having a time of Lord-provided
rest." Her children were not with her at the time of the accident.
Her mother, Sister Gloria Carpenter, provided help which was a
blessing in her time of need.
■ Brother Bill and Sister Ruth Bender (759 N. Carnot Road,
Forestville, Wis. 54213) have just a few brethren near them, and
no elder to serve the class. Sr. Ruth writes: "We would appreciate
anyone who could come up and study with us, or serve us
spiritually."
■ Brother Harold Burkholder (9471 Mikinda Ave., La Habra,
CA 90631) had surgery on August 21 for removal of a cataract in
the right eye followed by a lens implant. His eyesight is slowly
improving each day. Bro. Harold, 81, is very thankful to the Lord
for His overruling providences and appreciates the prayers of the
brethren.
■ Brother Frank Copersmith (9949 S. 86th Ct., Palos Hills, IL
60465) is recuperating slowly from surgery and would appreciate
prayers of the brethren for Sr. Charlotte and himself in his health
problems.
■ Brother Milton Hagensick (12317 Genoa Dr., Warm Mineral
Springs, FL 33595) is suffering a deterioration of the spine which
is getting progressively worse. All who have back problems can
sympathize with Bro. Hagensick in his painful situation.
■ Sister Marguerite Hazel (140 N. St. Aug. Rd., Chesapeake
City, Md. 21915) "1 want to thank the precious brothers and
sisters who write to me ... My leg was broken and crushed over
three years ago. I can now get around, with some help, and drive
my car a short distance ... I received a lovely Christian letter from
the 1984 East Coast Bible Students Youth Camp with all their
names and Bible quotations. I wish I could thank all the dear ones
that write me it would take many pages. Thank you so much for
the Bible Students Newsletter..."
■ Brother James Heeg (1732 Merrydale Rd., Springfield, OH
45503) was bereaved by the death of his mother, Edna Heeg, on
Aug. 28 (one day before her 66th birthday) ending her 4 year
ordeal with cancer. Bro. Jim rejoices in his mother having found
great comfort in the Truth which she had been studying the past
18 months. Throughout her illness she read and studied the
Volumes and when she could no longer read, she listened to them
on tape. In her last days at the hospital, she told those attending
her that she could not have made it through without the comfort
of the Truth. "What Say the Scriptures Concerning Hell" was the
pamphlet that first convinced her of a loving God and allayed her
fear of hell. She said she did not turn to God because of her
cancer, but rather, her illness gave her the time to study whereby
she found the true God.
Bro. Jim and Sr. Bonita are deeply grateful for the great help
received from brethren through this long and wrenching experi-

their prayers, loving messages and inspiring Scripture
ence
texts sent in abundance.
■ Brother Brian Kutscher (38770 Warren, Westland, MI 48185)
has had strep throat four times, resulting in a tonsilectomy last
year. He has been recovering from bronchitis, for which he spent
five days in the hospital in mid-June. He appreciates the prayers
of the friends.
■ Sister Nina Modica (4825 W. Fletcher, Chicago, IL 60641) had
surgery in September for a condition that proved to be benign.
Her relief and thankfulness is shared by family members who
have been attending the meetings. Sister Nina, a member of the
Chicago ecclesia for the past few years, is enjoying the studies and
fellowship there very much.
■ Sister Eva Peddemors (222 Walker Street, Piqua, OH 45356)
was bereaved by the death of her husband Joe, on August 10. He
had been in failing health for the past few years and required her
constant care. Sister Eva appreciates the prayers and comforting
messages from brethren in that period and since, and wishes to
assure all that she is making a good adjustment by the Lord's
assisting grace.
■ Brother Alvin Raffel (6720 Mad River Road, Dayton, OH
45459) had surgery on July 3 for a total knee reconstruction
necessitated by arthritic degeneration of the knee joints. His knee
is now largely free of pain, although not as mobile as he had
hoped it would be.
The loving interest expressed by the brethren in his affliction
prompts this message: "Dearly Beloved: It is with sincere gratitude that I thank you all for your messages of love, sympathy and
encouragement sent me by ecclesias, from conventions, and individuals during my surgical ordeal in July. They sustained me in
my time of need and may the Lord reward you richly — one and
all. I wish you "Godspeed" with the blessings of Ephesians (1:2-4
and fervent Agape!"
■ Sister Renette Rissman (4160 Hudson Dr., Hoffman Estates,
IL 60195) lost her husband Henry, in death, to a heart condition
he had suffered for a number of years. He was 55. Sympathetic to
the Truth, Henry had requested that Bro. Edmund Jezuit officiate
at his funeral. He was the father of one son, Paul.
■ Sister Frances Scholefield (45 Deer Court, Wilmington, OH
45177) blacked out at the wheel of her car which then flipped over
on its roof pinning her in the wreckage. The rescue squad released
her through the use of air bags to raise the car. Sister Frances
sustained a broken arm, concussion, bruises and lacerations. The
accident happened in July and after a hospital stay she is recuperating at home, but still enduring much pain. She is thankful that
no other person was involved. Sister Frances is associated in
Volume study with Sisters Minnie MacAlister and her daughter
Elneta.
See Afflicted, page 10

Grace to overcome seldom comes instantly; the reason
for much of the delay being, that we have not been willing
to receive His grace in the way He sends it.
— Benjamin Barton
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In Memory of "That Servant"
Sixty-eight years ago, on October 31, our
beloved Pastor, Brother Charles T. Russell finished his earthly course on a train in
Texas. The loss of that great spiritual
leader left a void in the lives of a whole
generation of Bible Students that never
could be filled.
Disregard for the principles and wishes
of the brethren was displayed early by the
new president of the Society, and led eventually to the exodus of many brethren
from 1928-29 onward.
In September 1929, a group withdrew
from the Society in Pittsburgh, Pa., and
established the Pittsburgh Ecclesia of
Bible Students. A hall was rented in
Brother Russell's old Bible House at 610
Arch Street, and the First Reunion convention was held on November 1-3 of that
year.
One of the speakers, Brother A. I. Ritchie, was Vice President of the Society at
the time of Bro. Russell's death. Bro. Ritchie was also one of the four Directors
appointed by Bro. Russell to be dismissed
by the new president shortly after his
death. We give you excerpts from his
observations:
... In 1910 I went to the Brooklyn
Tabernacle where I became Brother Russell's private secretary and vice president
of the Society, and acting manager of the
correspondence department for six years
until the day of his death. These duties
required almost daily conferences with
him of from a few minutes to several
hours, during which we discussed thousands of Bible and related matters. I came
to know him very well, and the more I saw
of him the greater he seemed to me. I
never met any one who knew his Bible so
well, or who lived so good a life. He was
an inspiration to better living to all who
knew him.
"He was a very rapid and accurate
worker with a philosophical mind and a
keen sense of humor, which was a great
help in points of distinction between truth
and error. He accomplished what would
have been a life work of half a dozen men,
and his work was lasting. His tracts,
books, and sermons were the most Scriptual and helpful ever published. For many
years he was the teacher of multitudes;
and largely helped to mold the best
thought on Bible teaching. He corrected
the old erroneous view about hell fire for
the dead, apostolic succession, the claim
that salvation was confined to this age and
to members of some recognized church,
the heathen idea of the trinity, higher criticism, evolution, etc. He clarified and set in
order the Bible doctrine of the ransom,
high calling, the steps of justification by

faith and consecration, Christian liberty,
and development of character, the hidden
mystery of the Church's suffering with
Jesus and later reigning with Him; the
times of the Gentiles ending in 1914, the
distinction of natures, the Millennium,
Christ's kingdom and its near approach,
the true meaning of the Tabernacle of
Witness, the symbolism of the Bible, the
witness of the great Pyramid of Egypt, etc.
He startled the religious world by accepting no salary, taking no collections, and
spending all of his personal fortune in the
work.
"In his necessary exposures of prevalent error he accomplished it by making
the truth so clear, convincing and attractive that the error was repulsive by contrast. But he never spoke unkindly of
those who tried to uphold and defend
wrong doctrines. He felt and spoke kindly
of them; and never resorted in kind for the
multitude of cruel slanders and attacks
made upon him. Naturally stern and
severe, he endeavored to always show the
spirit of his Master under all circumstances, and so succeeded in building
Christian character that it showed in his
face and general carriage so that men
would stop and gaze after him as he
passed — to his embarrassment.
"My impression of him was that he
accomplished a thing, rare among Christians: the fulfilling of the 'first and greatest
command,' Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, soul, mind and
strength.' He did not hesitate to promptly
do what he thought to be God's will for
him, at whatever might be the cost to
himself. A favorite text was: 'Because thy
loving kindness is better than life, my lips
shall praise thee.' He was a notable 'example of the believers in word and deed.'
Doubtless his early love and zeal, absolute
loyalty and natural and cultivated talents
caused him to be chosen as that wise and
faithful servant who would be made steward of his Master's goods, to give meat in
season to the household, during the
parousia of the Lord. His sole management was blessed, and those who knew
him recognized that others could not
thwart the work or alter it — while he
lived. As the harvest work progressed, it
absorbed more of his wealth, time, thought
and labor, until none of us knew him apart
from the Lord's work. And its requirements caused him to withdraw from one
after another of sects, groups of friends
and associates as soon as he felt that he
was being hindered in his work, or if continued association with them might tend
to misrepresent his views, or hinder his
usefulness. Each separation cost him

friends and loved ones and caused enmity
and opposition until at the close of his life
all earthly tendrils had been severed and
he died a lonely man, having transferred
all his treasure to the heavenly vaults. He
said, 'All great men are lonely.' So, too are
all faithful Christians who walk with God.
"One great lesson we can glean from his
life and from those of God's great men of
the Bible and all time, is that to live near
God, and merit His favor and blessing
require that we shall in our hearts leave
the multitude, who are always largely
worldly-minded, and go to that quiet
lonely place where we can listen to His
voice, and serve Him without hindrance."

The Holy Bible
This book contains the mind of God, the
state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of
sinners, and happiness of believers.
Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true and its decisions are
immitigable. Read it to be wise, believe in it to
be safe, and practice it to be holy.
It is the traveler's Map, the pilgrim's Staff,
the pilot's Compass, the soldier's Sword, and
the Christian's Charter. Here Paradise is restored. Heaven opened, and the gates of hell
disclosed.
Christ is its grand Subject, our good its
design and the glory of God its end. It should
fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the
feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory,
and a river of pleasure. It is given you in life,
will be opened at the Judgment, and be
remembered forever.
It involves the highest responsibility, rewards
the greatest labor, and condemns all who trifle
with its contents. — C. T Russell
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New Brethren in Christ

Entered into Rest

"For by one spirit are we all baptized into one 604 whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or . free; ... For the body
is not one member, but many." I Cor. 12:13,14

"... that which thou sowest is not quickened except it die; and
thou sowest not the body that shall be ... But God giveth it a body
as it has pleased Him. .." I Cor. 15:36 38

Immersed at Lakewood, Colorado, July 15:
Sister Kathy Coleman, Broken Arrow, Okla., former J.W. and
friend of Sr. Jan Lewis, Denver, Colo.
Immersed at Hiram, Ohio, July 19:
Brother Al Gebarowski, Chattanooga, Tenn., of a Truth
background;
From Ford City, Pennsylavania —
Brother Eric and Sister Darlene Robinson, son-in-law and
daughter of Bro. Ray and Sr. Joann Zaboski;
Brother Steve Zaboski, husband of Sr. Sam.
Immersed at Albion, Michigan, July 31:
From New York City ecclesia —
Sister Christiana Allen, daughter of Bro. Sidney and Sr. Uta;
Brother Cubie Driskell, husband of Sr. Veronica, who
received a witness while serving as nurse for the late Sr.
Krumpolt;
Brother Albert Joseph, came in Truth through radio program;
From Detroit, Michigan —
Sister Elaine Kimbell
Sister Stella Tivador, daughter and sister of the late Bro.
Charles Chupa;
Sister Elaine Tivador, got Truth through husband;
Sister Cheryl Orcutt, daughter of consecrated parents;
Brother Robert Goodman, Orlando, Fla., husband of consecrated wife;
Brother Alonzo Jackson, West Virginia;
Sister Cheryl Martig, Pittsburgh, Pa., a Truth background;
Brother Glenn Grimes, Indianapolis, Ind.;
Brother George Ulicini, Gary, Ind.
Immersed at Jackson, Michigan, September 2:
Brother Steve Knapp, Northern Illinois Bible Students; son of
Bro. Joe and Sr. Pat;
Sister Laurie Winske, Grand Rapids, Mich. ecclesia, daughter
of Sr. Violet.
Immersed at Piqua, Ohio, September 9:
Sister Dorothy Richied of Piqua Bible Students, daughter of
Sr. Grace Kerney, Dayton, Ohio.
Immersed at Columbus, Indiana, October 7:
From Hope, Indiana ecclesia:
Sister Rebekah Chastain, daughter of Sr. Edna and the late
Bro. Robert;
Brother Walter Dearing, son of Sr. Frieda, grandson of St. Ola
Harvey.
Immersed at Deerfield, Massachusetts, October 7:
Sister Roberta Yost, Hartford, Conn. ecclesia, daughter of Sr.
Lois and the late Bro. Tony Latina;
Brother Jonathon Kwiat, New Haven, Conn. ecclesia (formerly of Agawam, Mass. ecclesia), son of Bro. Larry and Sr.
Joanne Kwiat;
From the Groton-New London, Conn. ecclesia —
Sister Jewel Franco, daughter of Bro. Tony and Sr. Josi
Franco;
Brother. Daniel Panucci, son of Bro. Julius and Sr. Sylvia;
Sister Silvana Panucci, daughter of Bro. Gary and Sr. Camella
Maiolo; wife of Bro. Daniel
Corrrection:
Brother James Jeuck and wife Sister Valerie, not Geordie,
were immersed at Asilomar, Cal. in May.

■ Sister Orra Bowden, Seattle, Washington entered into her rest
on June 15, at the age of 88. Consecrated in 1914, she attended
meetings regularly in Yakima, Washington area. The last 14 years
she attended the North Seattle ecclesia, until ill health confined
her to a nursing home. She is survived by three daughters, Alice,
Marjorie and Patty. A good witness of Orra's faith was given to
friends, family and acquaintances by Bro. Don Canell.

-

■ Sister Christine Conrad of Brownsville, Pennsylvania was
delivered from "this bondage of corruption" on June 24. She had
been living with her daughter, Connie Tunney whom the Lord
used to supply her needs, just as she herself had been used to nurse
her mother, Sr. Agnes Winwood, for ten years until her death.
Sister Christine attended the Pittsburgh ecclesia for many
years and performed a helpful service there — taking the talks in
shorthand and supplying typewritten copies to the brethren,
especially the afflicted and isolated (prior to the general availability of tape recorders). But in Brownsville she was isolated, except
for a time when mid-week meetings were held in Sr. Elizabeth
Duscay's home until her death.
Sister Christine's lot was a hard one — widowed at a young age
and left with four children to raise, her long life of 87 years was a
constant struggle. She also knew the emotional distress of losing a
son to the enemy death. Two sons, Louis and Robert besides her
daughter Connie, survive her, as well as seven grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren.
■ Sister Matilda Conrad of Milwaukee, Wisconsin had been
confined to a nursing home for a few months before her death on
August 11. She was the widow of the late Bro. Edward who died 5
years ago. At that time, Sr. Matilda returned to Milwaukee,
having lived some 20 years in Arkansas due to Bro. Edward's
health. By previous request, Bro. Edmund Jezuit conducted her
service, and some 30 relatives — most of them Lutherans —
listened intently to the message. She was 88.
■ Sister Myrtle Cooper, New Smyrna Beach, Florida died in late
July at age 92, having been confined in a nursing home for the
past few years. Prior to that she attended the Orlando ecclesia.
She was born in Pittsburgh, Pa., also lived in Slippery Rock, Pa.
and moved from there to Florida. Brother Ed Thompson of the
Orlando ecclesia officiated.
■ Brother Sunder Raj Gilbert of Secunderabad, South India
died on July 12 of a heart attack at age 66. Brother Gilbert was an
inspiring example of zeal in the Lord's service. Through his
efforts, hundreds came into the Truth. (See special story).
He is survived by his two brothers, Drs. Edward and Charles
Reuben Gilbert, his sister, Sr. Sushila Bhargava, Survey #64,
Gundla Pachampalli, Via Hakimpet, Secunderabad 500014 A.P.,
India, and his niece, Sr. Mala Bhargava.
■ Brother Tadasu Ishikawa of Japan, followed his wife, Chia, in
death by only 4 months on July 6. In the Truth since 1969 he was
reaped through the Divine Plan Foundation's witness efforts in
Japan. (See special story.)

See Deaths, page 6
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A Tremendous Sense of Devotion
In about 1969 a Christian Japanese man
named Tadasu Ishikawa listened to an
unusual radio program about the hope of
the resurrection. The Bible Student message stirred his heart and mind. He had
recently lost a granddaughter, and the
teaching of eternal torment had started to
bother him. He attended the first Bible
Student public meeting in Tokyo, Japan,
where Bro. Arthur Newell spoke. Eventually, Bro. Ishikawa became study leader
and pastor of the small Tokyo ecclesia.
The 79 year-old Bro. Ishikawa died on
July 6,1984, only four months after Chia,
his wife of 50 years. Bro. Owen Kindig
made a special trip to Japan and saw Bro.
Ishikawa just before his death. "We had a
beautiful exchange with him," said Bro.
Kindig, "recalling the promises and the
joy of having a crown of righteousness
laid aside for us. He responded very well,
and then closed his eyes with a peaceful
smile."
The family turned to Bro. Kindig to
organize and lead the funeral witness.
Many friends attended including members
of the church Bro. Ishikawa previously

Above: Bro. Ishikawa. Left: Tokyo
Ecclesia and friends.
(Photos — 0. Kindig)

belonged to. A traditional Japanese funeral ceremony followed. "This was one of
the richest experiences of my life," said
Bro. Kindig. The family said they were so
happy I could be there and help in fulfilling Bro. Ishikawa's request for a Truth
funeral. They thought the Lord had arranged it."
"Bro. Ishikawa was an active member
of the Baptist church for 50 years," said

Sr. Mary Jane Burns. "He was certain he
had been spirit-begotten and that God
was dealing with him there." "Before he
came in the Truth," said Sr. Peg Kindig,
"he was searching and his minister couldn't
answer his questions. The last ten years he
was in the church, his minister would not
shake hands with him because his questions embarrassed him. When he first stud-

See Ishikawa, page 6

India's Brother S. R. Gilbert Ends Earthly Labors

Photo — M. Hagensic k

He spread the Truth from the cities and
villages of South India to war-torn Bangladesh and the Himalayan valleys of
Kashmir and Nepal. During his travels he
suffered danger and violence — not from
tigers or cobras — but from irate Catholics. He translated Truth literature into
seven different languages, and preached
spell-binding sermons to large crowds of
conflicting faiths. It is reported that 500 to
700 brethren came into the Truth through
his work of over forty years. While relaxing in a chair at his sister's home on July
12, a heart attack finally ended the earthly
work of 66 year-old Brother Sunder Raj
Gilbert.

Brother Gilbert came into the Truth in
the 1930s while studying engineering. The
hope of the High calling and the promise
of blessing the suffering world of mankind
kindled a fire in his bones. He dropped
out of college and immediately went full
time in the Lord's service.
"He was a total taker of opportunities.
His life was fully dedicated to that one
thing," said Brother Carl Hagensick. His
method of operation was just as Jesus
suggested in Matthew 10:11-13. Brother
Gilbert would go into an area where he
did not know the language, and find
someone who would take him into their
home. He would learn the language from
that person, translate the Truth into that
language, and stay to build up a class in
the area. His method was quite successful.
Brother Hagensick gives one example:
"Brother Gilbert went colporteuring and
when he came to one house, the woman
tried to get rid of him. But the husband
said, 'He's a poor man, give him some
breakfast.' After he finished breakfast he
said, The only way I can repay you is to
give you the most precious thing I have.'
He pulled out a chart, and the couple
became fascinated. They came right into
the Truth and kept him for six months in
their house."
One of Bro. Gilbert's main centers of
activity was Bombay, but he covered all of

India's regions, including Nagaland, where
there is a tribe of head-hunters near the
Burmese border. He once made a trip to
Thailand and Singapore, but was unable
to establish ecclesias there. He also travelled to Japan where he met Bro. Ishikawa, and to the U.S.
Bro. Gilbert lived and operated out of
his sister's home near Secunderabad, a
mainly Hindu area 500 miles from the
nearest ecclesia. His sister, Sr. Sushila
Bhargava was faithful in caring for him,
and handled mailings and correspondence
as his secretary. During her visit to the
U.S. in early October, Sr. Sushila talked
about the difficulties brethren in certain
areas have. Unless they live where a
brother is registered to perform marriages,
many brethren must resort to civil ceremonies, which are socially frowned upon
in India. Because cemeteries are usually
owned by denominational churches, some
brethren can not even be buried without a
humilating legal battle. For this reason,
Bro. Gilbert was buried beside a large
rock in his sister's garden.
The reaction of some Catholics to Bro.
Gilbert's preaching posed a threat to his
life: "Sometimes, when he came home
(from a trip), I would see blood stains
coming from his ears and all that — they
used to beat him," Sr. Sushila said. "His

See Gilbert, page 6

6
Gilbert .from page 5

whole life cycle was preaching the Truth.
He never even bothered with his food."Sr.
Sushila recounted how she would bring
him a hot meal while he was answering
correspondence or studying, only to later
find it cold and untouched, and Bro. Gilbert unaware that it was there.
A member of the North West Cornmitte for India says Bro. Gilbert never
acquired anything of this world's goods,
and that any funds he received were used
solely in the Lord's service. Sr. Sushila
said he went on trips with six changes of
clothes, his Bible, and a mosquito net. But
when he returned, he only brought back
his Bible and net: "He would just give his
clothes away ... he said, 'When God
blesses us with so many things it is for us
to share.'" He kept the net because he had
had two severe attacks of malaria.
Brother Gilbert often rode a bicycle
from one town to the next on country
trails. Between trips, he would return
home to rest for one or two months, then
go back again — even though family
members thought he was getting two old.
"He 'would sleep outside under the railroad and people would steal things off of
him while he slept," said Sister Alpha
Koterba, "He really travelled like the
apostles. He went right into a town like
the Apostle Paul when he said, 'this
unknown god that you are worshipping
— him declare I unto you.' " Always glad
to meet a challenge, he was excellent in
debates and discussions with Moslems,
Sikhs, Hindus, and others. He often said
India was a land of a thousand and one

gods. He even had confrontations with
snake charmers. "His death will be quite a
loss to the brethren there," said Sister
Koterba. 0
Ishikawa . from page 5

ied with the Hamlins, he would disagree at
first, but when he'd go home and study it
out, he would then agree. In Japan, age
counts for a lot. But Bro. Ishikawa didn't
feel that way, because he was learning
from younger men. All he wanted was to
learn God's Plan."
Sr. Burns shares some of her impressions: "He had the spirit of the Truth. He
witnessed as much as he could, and as
much as he knew: As he learned the Truth
he accepted it. He said he knew the Bible,
but never knew what it said until he got
the Truth literature. He was full of questions and never seemed to be satisfied —
always wanting more. Nothing else ever
interested him after that.
"Later, Bro. Robert Alexander gave
him the chronological charts prepared by
Morton Edgar and from these he figured
out the chronology — he never had
Volume 11 until 3 years ago when Sr.
Junko Kamada completed its translation
into Japanese.
"When we left Japan in 1976, we gave
Bro. Ishikawa the Chart of the Ages.
Thereafter, it was his most treasured possession; he carried it around and put it up
wherever he had opportunity to explain it.
On Sundays he frequently took it to the
homes of his sons, and talked about it to
them and their families. Since his death,
two of his three sons and their wives have

Deaths from page 4
■ Brother Theodore Hendricks was 92 years of age when he died
of a stroke on July 7. He came into Present Truth in 1914 and had
been an elder in the Cass City, Michigan class. He taught the
Truth for a number of years in a Methodist teenage Bible class.
He is survived by his nephew, Bro. Lester Hendricks.
■ Brother Elmer Jensen of Milwaukee, Wisconsin entered into

rest on October 8 ending his long illness. He was an elder for the
past few years in the Milwaukee ecclesia. He leaves his wife, Sister
Helen (8322 W. Forest Hill Avenue, Franklin, Wis. 53132); a
daughter Deborah, a son Allen, and 2 grandchildren.
Most of the 125 relatives and friends attending his service,
heard for the first time a message of Truth which was given by
Brother Edmund Jezuit.
■ Sister Elizabeth Kendall of Akron, Ohio had been severely
afflicted prior to her death on September 16 at age 70. Her
husband Brother James, died 5 years ago and while he was ill she
continued to care for her old father at home, until he broke a hip
and required more care. Then she fell, breaking an arm, and in
April had cancer surgery.
Her father, Bro. Andy Bordacs of Health Care Center, Rittman, Ohio 44270, is in frail condition at 92, both mentally and

requested Truth literature. In recent weeks,
Sister Junko took them five First Volumes."
"Only one per cent of Japanese are
Christian, so churches are very small,"
explained Bro. Kindig. "One reason there
are so few brethren in Japan is the closeknit personal loyalty the people have
toward their ministers and each other. It is
very difficult to break away from their
church." Over the years, Bro. Ishikawa
became an inspiration to Bro. Kindig and
others in Japan, as Bro. Kindig explains:
"He was always enthusiastic — just thrilled
with the Truth. In the meetings, he'd get a
point through the interpreter and he'd say,
'Ahh — Understand! Understand!' His
face would really light up. After we studied the Tabernacle, he said, 'I am in the
Holy now.' He had a tremendous sense of
devotion and reverence. That opened
doors for him to witness. The brethren
would remark about the inspiration they
got from his Manna/ testimony studies.
Because of his humility, he always refused
eldership, but acted like a shepherd to the
flock." ❑

physically, but on a good day he enjoys his cards and occasional
visits from brethren.
Sr. Kendall's son Dennis (11112 Akron Road, Rt 1, Marshallville, OH 44645, gave her much moral support throughout her
ordeal going daily to the nursing home. The loss of his mother
made him very attentive to her memorial witness given by Bro.
Craig Chamberlain.

■ Brother Peter Kolliman of the Wilmington-Chesapeake City
ecclesia of Delaware, was called home in the early morning of
October 9. He was 87 and had been wasting away for several
years. (See special story). His wife of 59 years, Sister Myrza,
survives him. Always alert to show forth the praises of the Lord,
his final witness was given by Bro. Kenneth Rawson, his associate
in the ministry of Present Truth for many years.
See Deaths, page 13

The Next Issue and New Deadlines
Items related to pre-Memorial should be sent in time for the
Winter issue (December 15) which will be mailed in January.
Deadlines for the new seasonal schedule are: March 1, June 1,

September 1, December 1.
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"I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings and not be
ashamed." Psa. 119:46

Fair Booths Proclaim Good News
At least four ecclesias in different parts of the U.S. had a fair
booth witness this summer. Their activities brought comfort,
spiritual growth, and even tears, as described in the following
reports.

Better Times For Kentucky
"Better Times Are Coming for All" was this year's theme at the
New Albany ecclesia's Kentucky State fair booth. The class
printed a short tract of the same name containing a Kingdom
message and the "Close your eyes for a moment..." quote from
pp. 191-192 of Volume I. Many people took literature, particularly "Comfort and Consolation," "I Will Come Again," "How
To Study the Bible..." and the Hell booklet.
Attendance at the Fair was significantly less this year. Consequently there were fewer interchanges with the public. One
brother had a young gentleman stop for over an hour and sincerely ask him for scriptural proof for his beliefs. It was a blessed
first opportunity for the brother to fulfill I Peter 3:15. Several
brethren were able to speak with a young man working in another
booth; he was quite interested in our message and meetings.
An unexpected experience came because of the backdrop,
which had a rainbow containing the topic. Several people commented about the connection between rainbows and "cults," an
apparent reference to some groups with unrighteous standards
using the rainbow as their symbol.

In summary, there were fewer discussions but more book
orders than in any other years, and an abundance of opportunities for character development. Heb. 13:10-15 — K.D.

505 First Volumes Sold in Michigan
"It felt very good to let our light shine forth," said Bro. Brad Bach
in regard to the Southeast Michigan ecclesia's booth at the Michigan State Fair. Their theme this year was, "Why Does God
Permit Evil?" The brethren were able to sell 505 first volumes by
telling people about the subjects it covers and how it outlines the
Plan of God.
They also sold a number of sets of Studies in the Scriptures,
and gave out many tracts. "We sold more sets this year than in the
past," said Sr. Effie Schucker, "Partly because people who bought
Volume 1 last year were receptive to getting the whole set." "I
found an ecumenical spirit to be popular," said Bro. Bach, "You
know, let's all get along and not criticize anyone's doctrine or
practice."
See Fair Booths, page 8

Photo — K. Zendler

Harvest News

Bros. N. Pedlar & J. Schucker at Southeast Michigan ecclesia's booth.

Greek Priest Accuses Brethren
A prominent Greek Orthodox priest in
Connecticut has accused the Bible Students of being a false front for the J.W.'s,
as the result of recent public witness presentations by the Groton-New London
ecclesia.
"We picked up our mail in the P.O. Box
and there was a letter saying the Bible
Students were a false front," said Bro.
Paul Mali. "We send letters out to all the
churches and ministers when we do public
witness work and everybody knows what
we are doing. So this Orthodox Greek
priest sent this notice to all the Greek
churches."
The Groton-New London elders responded to these ridiculous charges by
sending the priest a letter that is an example of 2 Timothy 2:24-25 — "A servant of
the Lord must not be contentious, but be
gentle towards all, fit to teach, patient
under evil; in meekness correcting the
opposers..." (Diaglott). Both the priest's
notice and the brethren's answer are printed below. "This has been a strengthening
experience to our ecclesia and for me personally, and ... a lesson to all of us — it
costs something to be anti-Trinitarian.
You are less than one tenth of one percent
in Christendom when you do not believe

in the Trinity. It is going to cost you something and it's already costing us something," said Bro. Mali.
To Whom It May Concern:
I have enclosed this article in our
church bulletin and felt I should send you
a copy.
Beware of False Fronts
by Jehovah Witnesses

The church office received a pamphlet
the other day entitled "Understanding
Your Bible." It is being advertised as a free
service to the community. It is offered by
the Bible Students of Groton-New London. This organization is a euphemism for
the Jehovah Witnesses — the Watchtower organization. The Orthodox faithful are warned to stay clear of this cult.
They are modern day Arians who deny
the Divinity of Jesus Christ and completely distort the meaning of Holy Scripture. They fooled the Christian community once by their devious advertising, not
again.
Fr. Charles J. Simones
St. Sophia Hellenic
Orthodox Church

Dear Rev. Simones:
If I were to say the Greek Orthodox
Church is a false front for Roman Catholicism, you probably would not only take
issue but might even be offended. Your
roots and foundations may be similar, but
major deviations exist in doctrines, communion and fellowship.
The Bible Students have had similar
roots and foundations with Jehovah Witnesses, but major deviations exist in doctrines, communion and fellowship. We do
believe in the divinity of Jesus.
We are sincere and honest as any Christian can be in conveying to you and your
congregation that we are not a false front
for J.W.'s. Neither are we an organization,
nor deceivers, nor a cult. Why you issued
this barrage of erroneous indictments
leaves us perplexed? Our motive is simply
to share with others in the Christian
community what is believed to be a truth
not well known. It would be greatly
appreciated if you clarified this point in
your next bulletin to your congregation.
Sincerely,
The Elders,
Bible Students Church
P.S. If it be true that we are a cult, outside
of orthodoxy, then Jesus was a cultist
since he was outside of the Jewish
orthodoxy. ❑
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Fair Booths, from page 7

Effects Hard to Measure: San Diego
A simple backdrop proclaimed "Two Salvations: Heavenly
and Earthly" at the San Diego ecclesia's fair booth. Sr. Ruth Rice
said they could only give away booklets and tracts, because "you
have to pay some prohibitive fee for the privilege of selling."
The brethren had very enthusiastic conversations with interested J.W.s and others. "No one (from the fair) is coming to
meetings. But as long as you are putting something out that they
can read or think about later, the effects of it are hard to measure
because they are long term," said Bro. Dan Rice.

Tears of Joy in Wisconsin
"It was such a blessing. We had the idea to have a booth at the fair
and the Lord blessed it," said Sr. Ruth Bender of the Northeast
Wisconsin ecclesia in Sturgeon Bay. The small class of about five
used a Tabernacle model to illustrate their theme and followed it
up with a slide presentation, "The Tabernacle of God.""They sold
a whole flock of first volumes," said Bro. Ron Prosken, who
helped with the project along with other brethren from the
Northern Illinois and Milwaukee ecclesias.

FTC from page I
also announced the showing in the town's
churches. Ocean Grove is an historic
Methodist town that only recently repealed blue laws against driving on Sunday. The only advertising the N.B. brethren did was put out 100 window posters
around the town. While postering, brethren noticed announcements of another
event that would take place in the same
Tabernacle hall the evening before FTC
— a special talk on "The Cults.""We were
sort of holding our breath," said Brother
Rawson, "because some who speak on the
cults know FTC is connected with the
Bible Students and Brother Russell, and
have demonstrated against the showings.
But evidently this minister didn't know
that and there was no reaction." Unfortunately, some religionists consider any
group that does not believe in the Trinity
to be a cult."
When asked if the brethren could pass
out the "What's This World Coming To?"
booklet after the show, Dr. George said,
"Oh, sure! That would be fine." Dr.
George gave a glowing introduction to the
audience, saying that when he saw FTC
he felt they had to have it shown at their
Tabernacle. But when the show was over,
Brother Rawson thought Dr. George had
"turned" against the show's message. The
agreement was Brother Rawson would go
on the stage after the showing to close it.
Instead, Dr. George stood up and said,
"Let us arise and pray." "I thought, well
that's it, he's going to close so they won't
get a chance to get the literature." But
after the prayer, Dr. George said, "Let's be
seated, Kenneth Rawson is going to give
us a little sermonette.""I made some closing remarks and thanked them for letting
us present the show. Then I told them
about the booklet — and everybody got
one," said Brother Rawson.

"One woman said it made her day that we were there," said Sr.
Ruth, "Having no leadership here, I felt that just getting the
literature out was a blessing. A lot of people were interested in the
Speaking in Tongues booklet." Sr. Ruth describes one highlight:
"A young couple was looking at the literature and said `This looks
familiar — my grandmother has booklets like these.' We gave
them our address, and afterward got a letter from a couple in their
80s. They got the Dawn magazine for 42 years and have the
Volumes and were thrilled there were brethren close by (two
hours drive). They had studied with a few brethren, but just never
got out to conventions because they are isolated on a farm."
About eight public came to the slide show, held in a local public
library the day after the fair ended. "There was a very genuine
interest," said Bro. Prosken, "They stayed past the library's closing hour and we practically had to throw them out. The brethren
are having studies with two who came."Sr. Ruth especially rejoiced at the response of one: "Another young woman who
worked with me cried at the end of the showing. She's had a lot of
problems in her life. The plan impressed her enough that she
wants to study the first volume and we're going to get together."
0

"One fellow came up to me and said,
`You know, this is the first time I've heard
the idea presented that those who live now
but don't accept Christ are going to have a
future opportunity of probation. That's
interesting — I'd like to pursue this concept more."
Only about four people seemed disturbed by the message. Brother Rawson
explains: "One didn't say anything afterward, he just paced the back of the hall
shaking his head. One was very vociferous. He was just trembling, saying, 'You're
preaching a perverted Gospel! You're not
mentioning the lake of hell fire! You're
preaching a second chance!' Dr. George
said, 'I see a couple of our young people
are disagreeing. It's probably some small
theological point.' So this one fellow went
"he was just trembling... "

up to Dr. George and said, 'That was a
Gospel!' and Dr. George said,
`There was a lot of good in it,' and just left
it at that. The overwhelming majority
showed approval and were impressed
with it. So we were delighted. Now what
reaction Dr. George got the next day I
don't know. The big test will come after
people read the booklet. A good number
were from his church."
Brother Rawson feels that if they could
have had the showing before Labor Day
and in the larger auditorium, they could
have drawn at least 2,000. He will get
together with Dr. George again to pursue
his doctrinal understanding. He is interested in the Pyramid, and commented on
N.B.'s monthly newsletters, saying, "Keep
sending them — they're good."

perverted

Postscript: The N.B. brethren later
received a letter from the Ocean Grove
committee with a check for the show's
travel expenses from Chicago to Ocean

Grove. The letter included a list of fundamentalist doctrines they expect those
who make presentations at Ocean Grove
to believe in. "Dr. George must have been
hit pretty hard. The thrilling thing is we
didn't ask to show the presentation. If any
were hungering after Truth I'm sure the
Lord fed them through it," said Bro.
Rawson.
FTC was also shown by the N.B. and
Allentown classes on September 7 and 8,
with good results. About 200 public came
to the N.B. showing, while over 380 came
to the two showings in Allentown.
❑

Second Presence
Preached at 1-0
"The Return of Christ" was the subject of
the public talk at the Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias Convention on July 20. About 8 public attended. Brother Carl Hagensick,
who gave the talk, spoke to two who were
former J.W.s. "They were very receptive.
They were very interested to learn our
viewpoint on Israel," said Brother Hagensick. Two others were friends of a sister in
the area who have been studying with her.

7 in 1 Volumes Reprinted
Bro. George Wilmott of Fort Worth Bible
Students reported that 3,000 more volumes of Studies in the Scriptures have
been printed. "We called several printers
for the best price and quality work. When
I took the negatives to him, he recognized
me, having watched the `Divine Plan'
program,' he said, `and we are encouraged
that many copies continue to go out to
newly interested. Others shared the Truth
so that we might enjoy it, and we want to
be faithful so others who likewise are
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, might be filled."
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Our Brethren Sieak

years ago, `We got the truth through the volumes and the volumes
will keep us in the truth."

"Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the
firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts. . . according to his excellent greatness." Psalms 150:1,2

Testimonies given at the Divine Plan convention, Los Angeles,
Calif., June 2, 3:

Testimonies given at Chicago, Illinois, May 26, 1984:

Brother Wallace Elias, Jackson, Michigan
"I met a lady where I work who told me she was studying with the
J. W.'s, was beginning to learn many things, and was very happy
about that. I met with her and her husband another time and this
time all her happiness and rejoicing was gone. I asked her what
happened and she said that, all of a sudden, she felt depressed.
She showed me some of the books from which she and the J.W.'s
were studying and said she just can't do some of the things that
they want her to do. She was told that, after having studied these
things, it is time for her to respond; she was expected to go door to
door; she was told how to act at weddings, etc. She showed the
book to me and where all these things were underlined. Her
husband never joined in our conversation but walked through the
room very often. I said to her that if she loves the Lord she should
not be depressed but joyful. She asked me if she should throw the
books away and I said that I could make no suggestions, however,
I gave her the first volume. She later came to our house. Erna
asked her if I had given her the first volume. She said that I did but
that the J. W. lady took it and she was ashamed to tell us that. She
asked if going door to door to witness was required of the Lord. I
said it would be between her and the Lord. When she said she
feels she should donate something, I told her that the Lord has
everything, to which she answered, `I can give Him my life!' She
really has an ear to hear and she especially loves the two salvations. This is not over yet but we are thankful that the Lord is
using us and we thank Him for it."
Brother Stanley Zolnierski, Ontario, Canada
"In the last few weeks I had correspondence with brethren in
Poland and France who expressed a desire to send their Christian
love and greetings to the brethren here. Sometimes we get news
from Russian brethren, from behind the real iron curtain. We
should remember these brethren in our prayers. Their contact
with other communist countries is limited if not altogether impossible. I appreciate the efforts of the Chicago brethren for printing
so many books and we trust that your work is not in vain in the
Lord."
Sister Mary Norby, Pinellas Park, Florida
"I am here to praise the Lord and tell you that I love you all. I am
thankful our dear Saviour will see the travail of his soul and be
satisfied and, when he is satisfied, everything will be perfectly
right. I am so thankful for the help and love of the sheep of the
Gospel Age and I am thankful that he said, 'Other sheep I have
which are not of this fold, them also I must bring and they shall
hear my voice, and there shall be one fold and one shepherd.'
Another precious verse is, 'All things shall be gathered together
unto Him, even unto Jesus.' Brother Russell preached the sermon
when I was immersed at Pertle Springs, Mo. in 1912. He happened to be on the same train that took me to Missouri. I lived in
a little town in Iowa and my train went about 60 miles to a
junction, and Brother Russell's train joined ours there. I remember him walking through the coach. I'll always regret that I didn't
understand that we'd each get a scripture and that I don't
remember the scripture that he gave me. But he did shake our
hands. I would like to repeat the words of a dear sister several

Sister Eunice Liskey, Ontario, Calif.
"I want to be more faithful in remembering the text,
not to
know anything among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified.' I
find a tendency sometimes to lift up the robe and examine the
mistakes made by my brethren, probably we all have that problem at times. The lesson has been brought home to me in the past
year or so that none of us is free of mistakes, that we all make
them and I am thankful that my bigger mistakes are unknown to
brethren. I can't help but think in studying over this matter that if
we all knew the very many mistakes we all have made we might
not have anything to do with one another. I am thankful the Lord
has shown us we must know one another as new creatures and
overlook these faults and failings wherever possible, and be compassionate and merciful as we want the Lord to be to us."
Sister Mary Pearl, San Diego, Calif.
"... the last year and a half has been difficult. After my accident I
went back to work and was fortunate to be put into an easy job
but that stopped a month and a half ago. I was put into a job with
a very difficult person to work with. It got so bad that I just cried
out to the Lord in prayer and that is what I would like to thank
my heavenly Father for. I spent about two days praying, and the
whole situation changed overnight. The person giving me such a
difficult time was not over me anymore. The authority was taken
away. It was truly a miracle. I got down on my knees and kept
saying over and over, 'Thank you, thank you, Father.' It just
shows the Lord will never give us more to bear than we can stand,
and I really want to try to be a blessing to those around me..."
Brother Levi Jacobs, New Haven, Conn.
"... Suraci was my former family name. They used to call me Levi
Jacobs Suraci in the Connecticut area because I had been identified with that class. It was in the Newsletter that Frank and Rose
Suraci had a burn-out fire and one of your brethren here heard
about it and sent a check in sympathy. This happens all over the
country, various brethren sent contributions just from what they
read. It shows how the oneness of the Body is still relevant."
Testimonies given at Waterbury, Connecticut, June 3:
Sister Gloria Luce, Agawam class
"... I've been friends with a girl for about 50 years. Ever since we
walked to school together I've been telling her about the resurrec"you keep telling me .. "

tion of the dead, which to me as a child was just the greatest thing
to think about. Every time there's a death in her family or
someone we both know, I'd keep telling her, 'Sally, one day you're
going to know there's a resurrection.' Oh,' she said, 'You keep
telling me those things, but I'm not really interested.' Well, two
weekends ago, I called her and she was kind of depressed and told
me some of her problems... and I said, 'Well, Sally, I know you
don't believe the things I've told you all these years, but it's still
going to be.' Then she said, 'You know, Gloria, for the first time in
my life I want to believe what you've told me.' That was just such
a great blessing to hear her say those words! So the time does
come when they're ready to hear about the Lord and I thank Him
for that."
See Brethren, page 12
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Afflicted from page 2
"This Too Is From Me!"
■ Brother Marion Schrock (7051/2 Riley Court, Coshocton, OH
43812) was injured on Sunday morning Sept. 16, on his way to
serve the South Steubenville ecclesia where he is an elder. His car
was struck by another car running a red blinker causing injuries
to his head, neck and arms. On Sept. 26, he underwent surgery to
fuse two vertebrae in his neck. His head and neck are now
immobilized in a Ha-lo brace, attached to his skull. He says he
cannot go home until it is removed (about January) unless someone would be willing to stay with him. He has limited use of both
arms, especially of his left arm.
His personal message follows: "Dear Brethren: I am very
grateful for the many messages of encouragement, prayers, visits
and flowers from so many, as well as for signs of improvement
physically. I continue to trust in the Lord who has provided all my
needs, and give Him all the praise. Please pray for me."
■ Sister Mary Kay Schnee (1707 Biltmore, Muncie, IN 47302)
reminisces about her mother, the late Sr. Jessie Wrather of
Coshocton, Ohio who died April 29: "I left my own burdens and
trials behind, and it was with difficulty I arrived in Ohio, at my
mother's bedside, in time to spend her last ten days with her. I
cherish the memory of those ten days though they were fraught
with severe trials for both of us. I trust there was laid up for her a
glorious "crown of life"; and by faith, I cling to the promise that
we shall reunite in a better life in our Father's Kingdom. Her life
here was one of service to others. Among her little keepsakes, I
found only pure, holy and lovely things (Phil. 4:8). My love be
with you all in Christ Jesus."
■ Sister Barbara Chastain (10004 E. 550 N., Columbus, IN
47201) has had surgeries that failed to correct a painful knee
disorder, which now requires still more surgery. This stressful
condition — best understood by sufferers of joint disorders —
impairs her mobility in caring for her home and family.

■ Sister Barbara Thornton (19171 Hilton Dr., Southfield, MI
48075) wishes to thank all who remembered her in prayer and
correspondence during her recent surgery. She says, "I have not
traced the Lord fully in the experience, but I believe one of the
things He may be trying to have me reflect on seriously, is the
Scripture: 'Teach us to number our days, 0 Lord that we may
apply our hearts to wisdom.' "
A further experience was the death of her stepfather, Ray Van
Meter, in July. He had lived in her home for the past year and
requested that her husband, Bro. Charles, give his funeral witness. Both are rejoicing in the privileges of that occasion and of
further opportunities in the area of his resting place, Rickman,
Tenn. The funeral director is reported to have said: "It was the
`sweetest' service I have ever heard.'
■ Brother Tom Trzeciak (c/ o 2647 Vivian Street, Portage, IN
46368) is bereaved by the loss of his wife, Margaret on July 12, at
the age of 38, a victim of lupus which she had suffered for the past
five years. Brother Tom is left with the care of his two children,
Beth and Timothy. Bro. Carl Hagensick gave the funeral witness.
■ Brother Dan and Sister Pat Trzyna (9137 W. 92nd St., Hickory Hills, IL 60457) were involved in a head-on crash just 2 doors
away from home. Dan's parents, Bro. Ted and Sr. Irene, were in
the car also. All of them had cuts and bruises but no broken
bones. They are grateful for the Lord's overruling providences,
and wish to thank the brethren for their prayers and concerns.
The Ted Trzynas' address: 2649 W. 89th Street, Chicago, IL
60642.
■ Sister Helen Urban (477 Touraine, Grosse Point, Farms, MI
48236) has been hospitalized with an ongoing heart disorder since
July 7.
■ Sister Lucille Wesol (272 N. Mason, Chicago, IL 60639) had a
fall in late July and suffered a broken arm.

■ Sister Estelle Gill (661 Dennison Avenue, Columbus, OH
43215) continues to struggle with frequent recurring complication
of lupus, a condition that has afflicted her for several years.
Despite this limitation, she persists in rendering service in the
Lord's work within the areas of her special talents.

■ Sister Vanessa Stillwell (HCR 62, Box 105, Bomoseen, VT
05732) formerly of New Albany, Indiana, is isolated since moving
with her husband to Vermont, in July 1983. She will appreciate
prayers, and any word from brethren they can give in her need for
fellowship.

■ Sister Josephine Marzewski (Mrs. Leonard, 35750 W. Warren,
Westland, MI 48185) was struck by another car running a red
light, in mid-October. Knocked out by the impact, she was
unconscious for more than two hours; suffered broken ribs,
breathing difficulty and required 20 stitches in her forehead. At
present she tires very easily and is unable to work or get out to
meetings. Recovery appears to be a slow process. Sr. Anne
Kutscher, her natural sister, has been a great help to her.

■ Sister Paula White (575 Golf Ave., Apt. 202, Beaconsfield,
Quebec, Canada H9W 2E6) is badly crippled and had to move to
new quarters on short notice, in July as she is unable to walk stairs
even with crutches. Now she is urgently in need of the brethren's
moral support and encouragement because of persecution. She
writes: "Unfortunately, I am forced to move again. Remember me
in your prayers for I am much afflicted by people without a cause,
just because I am Polish and they do not like because I defend the
Holy Word of God which they disrespect. Awaiting for Christ's
Blessed Kingdom! With much Christian love to all!"

■ Sister Dagmar Lewton (15650 Old Orchard Road, Tigard,
OR 97223) desires to thank the many brethren for their prayers,
cards and letters of comfort during the final days of Bro. Lewton's
illness. At the funeral service, 150 friends, relatives and brethren
filled the chapel to overflowing. About 60 friends and relatives at
the reception following, stayed on for an hour or more to talk
with Sr. Dagmar and other brethren. In life, Bro. Lewton had
witnessed to most of them and Bro. Edward Lorenz's resurrection message was a re-affirmation of his testimony.

■ Sister Lorraine Zuk and son, Brother Jeff (19W025 Oak
Street, Addison, IL 60101) are bereaved by the death of husband
and father Alex, after a long illness of heart trouble. Sr. Lorraine
was able to tell her husband of the Kingdom promises which
comforted him in his closing hours. About 60 friends and relatives attended the service which Bro. Edmund Jezuit conducted.
The funeral director, hearing the message for the first time was
much impressed, which was evident in his further questions. ❑

II

"... we ought to lay down our lives . for the
brethren."I John 3:16

Preserving the Past
Perhaps you've seen him at a convention
with a video camera, surrounded by an
array of equipment. Perhaps you've even
seen (and heard) some of his handiwork
— newly printed photographs of Bro.
Russell's 1911 Transcontinental Tour or a
video of Bro. Russell introducing the
Photo-Drama.
For the past 12 years Bro. Brian Kutscher has been assembling a kind of Bible
Students film archives. His photograph
collection is growing, and includes about
90 rare pictures of Bro. Russell and other
brethren of his day. Many of these were
taken by Bro. Russell's official photographer, Bro. Will Soper. Original PhotoDrama motion pictures are also rare and
very brittle. But even if they were in good
condition they could not be shown on
present-day movie projectors because they
were made at a different speed and size.

So when Bro. August Tornquist loaned
Bro. Brian his reels of Photo-Drama film,
Bro. Brian painstakingly copied thousands
of frames (3000 feet) from the old explosive nitrate film onto modern 16mm film
and then to video. He then greatly improved the sound of old scratched PhotoDrama and Angelophone records with an
audio equalizer.
Brethren are requested to contact Bro.
Brian if they have original photographs or
negatives that they are willing to give or
lend to him. He can make and return a
good copy if the original is given to him.
Bro. Brian is also collecting a set of original Watch Tower magazines, Convention
Reports and Photo-Drama materials:
glass slides, motion pictures, scenario
tracts, operator's handbook, posters, etc.
As he already has some of these items,
please contact him before sending anything. It is unfortunate that many items of
historic importance have been lost, thrown
out, or sold at auction after brethren have
died. There have even been cases of brethren giving rare Bible Student materials to
imposters, who afterward sold the items
to collectors. It is far better to put such

Training Sessions For C.O.s
A C.O. meeting for elders, a mock C.O.
Board Hearing, and a special C.O.
Seminar were held during the 1-0 convention at Hiram.
At the elders meeting, Bro. Paul Mali
emphasized the main question was "How
are we to prepare our youth?" He said the
C.O. Committee does not make C.O.s of
young people. That is to happen mainly in
the ecclesia and the family through Christian instruction. He also noted we are not
opposed to registration, but killing. Bro.
Ken Rawson noted that during World
War II, many elders were unprepared and
uninformed about draft and C.O. regulations, and some young brethren ended up
going to prison as a result. He also said the
government frowns on young people saying they came to C.O. beliefs on their own
but instead expects the C.O. to show he
received C.O. training from his church.
During the meeting a C.O. seminar for

elders was proposed.
About five young people participated
in the special C.O. seminar limited to
those who were of registration age and
had the greatest risk of being drafted first.
The purpose of the seminar was to prepare C.O.s to make their defense before a
draft board. "This is the reason why we're
taking so much time with this first group.
We want to make sure we establish with
the Selective Service the kind of young
brethren we have and the kind of sincerity
they will manifest before the hearing
board," said Bro. Mali.
The seminar dealt with each C.O. privately to see how he responded to typical
questions asked by draft boards, such as:
why he was making his C.O. stand, scriptures, lifestyle, and religious training as a
Bible Student. Bro. Mali stressed that
Bible Student conventions are actually
concentrated seminars for religious in-

items in the hands of well-known brethren
who will preserve and make proper use of
them.
Recently, Bro. Brian's health has curtailed his darkroom work somewhat, so
he is attempting to distribute copies of his
negatives to brethren who have a darkroom or are willing to help reprint and
distribute Bible Student photos. Contact
him if you can help. Those who have his
old Photo Index are asked to contact him
to receive the new revised edition when it
is ready.
Address: Brian K utscher, 38770 Warren, Westland, MI 48185, Phone: (313)
455-1686.
Below: Bro. Brian at work in his "archives".

Photo — G. N. P.
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struction: "When you stop to think, it is
very intensive religious training — from
morning till late at night."
One of those who participated was Bro.
Andy Weeks. He said the seminar was
"very profitable — sometimes 1 saw I had
some weaknesses in my scriptural reasonings. It gave me a feel for the ways a C.O.
board could react. The elders enacted the
most prejudiced board imaginable. I
would definitely encourage other young
people to attend, because they can be
mentally prepared for what the situation
is like and see where we need brushing
up."
The C.O. Committee has put together a
new comprehensive 80 page handbook
entitled Guidelines For Religious Conscientious Objectors. The book is available to any Bible Student who is registered and making a C.O. stand. Each
ecclesia can also request a copy. Contact:
Paul Mali, 638 Pequot Avenue, New
London, CT 06320; (203) 447-2872.

Canadian Taped Lectures
Comments on Revelation
The catalog of the taped discourse service for isolated Canadians
Expanded Comments on the New Testament are in preparation
contains some listings by mistake. The following numbers should
but will not be completed for 3 or 4 years. But copies of the
be deleted on pages 19-21 of the catalog: 437/ A, 217/ AB,
unedited comments on the Book of Revelation already compiled
279/ AB, 292/ AB, 293/ AB, 404/ AB, 409/ AB, 444/ AB, 460/ AB,
are offered at $1.50 each, postpaid. The publishers ask brethren to
499/ AB. This service is offered by the Winnipeg ecclesia to any
order in quantity through their ecclesias, if possible, to economize
interested outside Canada also. For a catalog, contact:
on postage. Bro. Marion Schrock was handling the distribution
David Hrechuk 22 Streilein Crescent, Winnipeg, Man R2P 1R3, but owing to his accident has asked that orders be sent to: Jack
or Wayne Curnew, 573 Pritchard, Winnipeg, Man R2P 1R3.
Morgan, 202 Oakland Ave., Charleroi, PA 15022.
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Brethren from page 9
Sister Anna Strawhince, New Haven, Conn. class
(This is Sr. Zlotowski's mother, Sr. Anna May Suraci's grandmother, and Sr. Joy Thompson's great-grandmother ... well up in
her 90s.)
"... A couple of weeks ago I had a call from a woman from the
Ukrainian Church. She said, Did you used to belong to the
Ukrainian Church of St. Michael?' I said, 'Oh, yes.' She asked if I
knew Mike Strawhince and I said, 'Yes, he was my husband ... he
passed away a long time.' Before she talked I told her, 'I left that
church in 1919. I am Bible Student.' ... Later, I asked my daughter, 'Why do they call me?' and she said, `Ma, all the priests want
to talk with the old people to bring them back.' I said, 'Nobody
can bring me, even if they carry me I don't go!' The heavenly
Father shows me the way. I enjoy my spiritual life. I'm very glad
that my grandchildren come to the Truth ... Last Saturday I fall
and said to myself, 'Tomorrow I want to go to convention ... why
do I have to fall?' But I pray and the heavenly Father give me help
that I make it and I enjoy it so much. If anyone could talk a little
louder, because for myself, I can't hear good. Another thing, I
can't see good. My daughter, she is my angel because she read the
text for me in the morning ... I need your prayers. I love
everyone."

hell. The Truth has brought me a greater appreciation of the
Bible. In South Australia I belonged to a Bible class in the
Methodist church. The Bible was a dead book to us there ... but it
was only when Pastor Russell's books came to me that I felt I had
learned something about what God was like..."

Testimonies given at New Brunswick, New Jersey, July 7, 8:

different nationality. I asked, 'Where are you from?' and he said,
`Lithuania.' I asked, 'Why are you here?' He said, 'because I
worship God.' I said, 'You are worshipping God and I am worshipping God! Which God?' He said, 'Jehovah!' In Russia, only
the one that loves this almighty God, only they are the students of
the Bible, no others. And I said, 'I am your brother. I am here for
this same reason.' He jumped and approached the wire ...
He wanted to embrace but there were the wires. Why am I
telling this story to you?... We were separated and I don't know
what happened to him ... but I want to tell you this example.
Jesus said, 'Let your light shine.' The hope of salvation is given to
humankind. Today, some of them are interested ... why not fulfill
this commandment that the Lord said to 'shine' ... We can do
this. We are not in prison in the U.S. We can look around and see
people that are honest or disappointed and approach them. Jesus
said, `Go and preach this ... look for the ones who are interested
in this and stay there. If they accept the message, stay there... if
not, shake the dust off... Did he say to go home? No. Go to
another.
He said, if I have had some success and some have hated me, it
will happen to you. Other people join different kind of denominations because they don't know you and they are weeping in their
heart because they don't know where is the true brotherhood to
join and grow in spirit ... Don't look to the aged only because
some young people respond, they have this thinking and desire.
Today the door is yet open and the heavenly Father wants today
to select others. The future? The Lord will take care of that time,
but we must do today what is ours to do."
It's Not Too Late
Sister Cheryl Yerkes, Lancaster (Pa.) class
"... I was reminded when reading to the children, that when Mary
and Martha found Jesus didn't come to rase their brother, they
felt it was no longer possible because the body was decaying and
stenching. But the lesson for us, and we've just been experiencing
this, is that it's not too late. The Lord will do things when He is
ready. The Lord has placed Sister Florence Roberts in a home
with a lady taking care of her in a way we were no longer able to
do. We are so thankful and want to remember that even when
things get real hard and we feel the Lord can't do anything — it's
gone too long — that He ran when His time is right. For those of
you who knew that Harley was unemployed, I just want to add a
postscript that he is now employed."
See Brethren, page 14

Brother Tom Mascallo, Hartford, Conn.
"I couldn't let this opportunity pass to tell you how the Lord has
overruled in my life and how He has made me grow. I have been
consecrated for a little over a year and His direction and guidance
have been overwhelming. When I first consecrated I wondered if I
would be able to discern the Lord's will in my life. I have been able
to do it through guidance and prayer. I have been going through
difficulties the past few months in my occupation. I had a successful business at one time and through His guidance I gave it up
because He showed me it could be dangerous to my new creature.
I asked Him to show me how I could provide for my family and
He has done this, but it has been difficult. Sometimes you pray
and your prayers are answered — not the way you want them to
be, but they are answered. He knows better than we do what we
need for our new creature so I leave it in His care and keeping."
Many Misunderstand
Sister Harriet Tsimonis, Waterbury, Connecticut
"We have been mailing out newsletters for quite awhile and this
one man sent a list of questions. The Class wrote back explaining
these different points ... What he was trying to pin us down on
was the Trinity and hell although he didn't say this.
"Then we got a letter back from the man saying, 'Take me off
your list, you don't believe in Jesus Christ' ... What he really
meant was 'you don't believe in Jesus Christ as part of the Trinity.'
We realize we can point them to Jesus Christ and the Scriptures
but their hearts have to be open to receive it. We know many
misunderstand who we are and what we believe ... A lady Tony
works with came in ... (who heard news about a cult in Vermont
who beat their children) and said, 'I know why you didn't have
any children, you hate kids, you beat them.' They lump us all with
the cults, not understanding what the Bible says: we know that at
some time they will understand. They will appreciate Him as the
Lamb and as the one who died for us and gave the ransom,
something they just can't understand today. We know we have to
have sympathy with them. We must realize this is to be expected
and is a part of suffering for Christ.
Sister Vera Galle, Australia
"I just wanted to say that for many years I wanted to come into
the land where Pastor Russell liberated me from what was a living

Brother Gregory Bologa, Middletown, N.Y.
"I am very happy to see these shiny faces that they are happy in
this brotherhood. One small experience I dig up. In 1959 I was in
prison in the Soviet Union ... because of truth I was put in prison
and they give an hour for the air from the stinky rooms for the
prisoners. I was chosen to fix the sidewalk and the prisoners there
are very mad because they are political prisoners. Many of them
are there for 20 years and they give up. They become beast-like.
People lose their control ... cold, hungry, tired, degraded, but we
had that hope.
We knew the time come when we would die, so we accept it
humbly and share with others. When I was looking through the
fence to new prisoners ... I saw a group blaming themselves
(political prisoners), but one was separated ... When I saw the
guard was not looking I asked about this one who stood out more
humble than the rest ... He approached — he was a person of a
"we are not in prison... "
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Deaths from page 6
■ Sister Anna Magda, Windsor, Ontario, ended her consecrated
walk on September 20. She was 79 and had spent the last 6 years
in a wheelchair — paralyzed — due to a doctor's error. She had
emigrated from Yugoslavia to the United States, and was the
mother of six children. Brother Walter Blicharz officiated.
■ Brother Ernest Limper of the New York City ecclesia died July
28 just 13 days before his 95th birthday. He was born in Germany
and his father received a knowledge of the Truth in 1911. He is
survived by his wife, Sister Bertha, 80 Heald Street, Cartaret,
N.Y. 07008.
■ Sister Mary Onusko of the Polish Bible Students ecclesia in
Hamilton, Ontario for 62 years, entered into rest on September
15 in her 99th year.
Only the Lord knew the full scope of her burdens and only the
Lord could say, "It is enough." She leaves three daughters — one
consecrated, Sr. Anna Tarnawski. Brother Allon MacAlister gave
her funeral witness.
■ Sister Rose Przeborowski of the Chicago Polish Ecclesia was
97 when she finished her sacrifice on October 6. She had been
consecrated 45 years. It is said of her that in the past 6 years she
has spent in a nursing home, never a word of complaint escaped
her lips. Instead, her sweet submission to the Lord's will was
manifested to those who visited and those who ministered to her
needs. A surviving nephew was a frequent visitor and overseer of
her welfare, although he did not share her beliefs. Brother
Edmund Jezuit conducted her funeral service in keeping with her
personal request.
■ Sister Pearl Riker of the Toledo, Ohio ecclesia, died of congestive heart failure at age 82, on October 8. She was raised in the
Truth having had a consecrated grandmother (Sr. Barnes) who
took her to meetings. Sr. Riker symbolized her consecration on
July 4, 1947. She is survived by three of her four children — one a
consecrated daughter; Sr. Sandra Birner, 1487 Gould Road,
Toledo, OH 43612; five grandchildren — 4 consecrated: Brothers
Fred Burke, William Facker; Sisters Peggy Pazucha and Sharon
Birner; 7 great-grandchildren.
■ Sister Mabel Sievert, Seattle, Washington finished her consecrated course on July 6 at age 92. During her 66 consecrated
years, she lived very close to the Lord and the teachings of Pastor
Russell. She was continuously concerned over the years, and to
the very last, with the importance of properly "holding the Head."
Her noble example will long be remembered. She was preceded in
death by husband, John and two daughters, Evelyn and Elsie,
and is survived by two sons, Robert and Floyd and three grandchildren. Bro. Lawrence Kirkham delivered her funeral service.
■ Sister Victoria Skwierowska, a member of Chicago Polish
Bible Students, went to her reward on August 14. She was in a
nursing facility her last 3 years where she was a wonderful example to the patients around her. For the past 12 years she lived in
total darkness, having lost her sight but retaining her memory to
the end. Often, visiting brethren found her singing hymns to
patients in the sun room. She remembered many hymns — the
correct tunes and all the verses — and sang them in Polish. Also,
she was able to recite many psalms, the 23rd was her favorite. Her
cheerful attitude was a blessing to all whom her life touched.
Sister Victoria leaves two sons, Bernard and Louis; five grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. She had been a widow 31
years and buried three of her children. Her last witness to the

family — all of the Catholic faith — was given by Bro. Edmund
Jezuit.
■ Brother Elmer Swigart of Salt Lake City, Utah a victim of
leukemia, finished his course on June 13 as he quietly slept away.
His widow, Sister Mary states that her companion of 65 years
consecrated his life to the Lord many years ago through reading
Pastor Russell's literature. She said he loved the Truth and
remained steadfast to the end, living it to the best of his ability — a
courageous soldier of the cross. Three of four children survive
him — two consecrated.
A daughter, Sister Mary Beth, who lives with her mother joins
her in expressing their deep appreciation to all the brethren for
the many kind words and expressions of sympathy. Because of
limited time and physical strength these cannot be acknowledged
individually although it is their sincere desire to do so. Their
address: 1560 Harvard Avenue, Salt Lake city, UT 84105.
■ Sister Margaret Wiegman of Piqua, Ohio finished her course
on July 23. She came into Present Truth about 40 years ago when
she first learned the Truth in the home of Bro. Forrest and Sr.
Laura Gilbert. She also had an able instructor in Bro. Deming of
Ada, Ohio who also visited the Gilberts often. She withdrew from
her nominal church which brought her some trying experiences.
Although her death was sudden and unexpected, she had
confided her wishes for her funeral to a family member some time
ago. They were solicitous that her wishes be followed. Bro. Owen
Kindig gave a comforting witness as acknowledged by various
members of her family which included two brothers and their
families. Her loss is keenly felt by the members of the Piqua
ecclesia who rejoice in her prospects. She was 63 years old.
■ Brother Warren Williams of Greensboro, North Carolina was
46 years of age when he entered into rest on Oct. 5. He had
suffered for a year or more with lung cancer. Writing for all the
members of his class, Sr. Maggie Keaton said: "We were sorry to
see him suffer so much, but he had such a beautiful attitude we
feel he was truly faithful unto death."
Bro. Williams wrote a testimony to be given at the St. Louis
convention (see Our Brethren Speak) but he finished his course
the day before. He leaves his wife, Kay; a daughter Kathryn
Eileen, and son Joshua David.
■ Brother Lawrence Lewton, an elder in the Associated Bible
Students ecclesia of Portland, Oregon, finished his course
October 27, after a difficult struggle of several months with
cancer. Born of consecrated parents on Aug. 22, 1912, he was
nurtured in the Truth by his father, an elder in the Portland class
where the late Bro. W. A. Baker was an elder also. In World War
II, Bro. Lawrence took his stand as a non-combatant. He was a
talented commercial artist by profession and continued to work
until his health failed.
Throughout his illness, he and his wife, Sr. Dagmar, also in ill
health, displayed a Christian attitude of patient resignation and
cheerfulness, notable to friends and relatives outside the Truth
fellowship. They were blessed in the moral support and assistance
given them by their daughter, Sr. Stephanie Tower of Portland.
Other survivors are: two grandsons; a sister, Sr. Beatrice Little;
four brothers — two consecrated. Sr. Dagmar Lewton's address:
15650 Old Orchard Road, Tigard, OR 97223. Bro. Edward
Lorenz, a fellow-elder in the same ecclesia, delivered Bro. Lewton's last witness to the Truth. 0
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Brethren from page /2
Sister Dawn Shallieu, Rockland
"... I've been at my job for about 4 months now. At lunchtime
there's some 'born-again' Christians that get together ... so they
invited me. I was thankful but wasn't quite sure what to expect.
The fellow that invited me wanted to know if I was 'born-again.' I
said, 'I have accepted Jesus as my saviour and I've given my life to
Him.' I haven't had much experience on a continuing basis with
Christians outside of the Bible Student movement. I hate to say
'nominal Christians.' Some of these people I have lunch with
really look for the Lord's leadings and really look to the Scriptures for answers.
When I first started meeting with them I didn't know how to
react. They would say something to me about the way the Lord
was leading them and I kind of felt, well, maybe the Lord isn't
leading them ...
"Now I can talk to them and encourage them and I feel even if
they are not consecrated it's always appropriate to encourage
someone to consecrate and to look to the Lord for leadings and
the Scriptures for answers. They know that I'm different but it
hasn't come out that I don't believe in the Trinity and hell. Now
one of the fellows is moving to Atlanta and I feel that I can't let
him leave without telling him what I believe and I don't know
how to approach it. So I would appreciate your prayers."
Bright Lights
Sister Ruth Cunningham, Detroit, Michigan.
"I just want to share a comment that I read in the Reprints which
was a blessing to me. It said the little flock will serve the Lord with
such delight that they will scarcely know how to cease their
efforts, and it really impressed me because there's been a lot of
times lately when I wondered if I could go on any longer.
"If we have the proper attitude our burdens are very light but if
we have the wrong attitude, they can be very heavy. It is very light
when we compare it to the privileges of eternity. I really appreciate the examples of the brethren, specially those who are going
out of their way to sacrifice the things of the earth. There are
many here who I often think of when I'm discouraged and I
remember when so-and-so did this and what a good example it
was ... it might have been 10 years ago but it's still an encouragement to me, so I just want to say that to those of you who are
shining as bright lights."
Testimonies given at Hiram, Ohio July 18-21, 1984:
The leader, Brother Gene Michalyca, started the meeting with an
unusual introduction: "... In our area (north Saskatchewan), our
testimonies are held in three different languages at one time. The
chairman generally interprets the testimony whether it be in
Polish, Ukrainian, or Russian, whatever the brethren can understand. However, if anyone here has a desire to use a different
language, if I can understand it, I will be glad to interpret it..."

many things he was in agreement. After that nice experience, I
saw a man reading his Bible — I sat beside this man on the way up
to the Prince Albert convention and shared the Truth with him.
As we told him the beautiful promises he started to look in his
Bible but couldn't find them because he didn't know what
belonged to the New Testement and the Old. So after waiting a
bit, we turned to the portion and then he underlined them so he
would remember.
"At Minot, North Dakota, I was waiting to reboard, when an
announcement was made, 'We have a problem. We have sold
more tickets than we have seats available. We need four people to
volunteer to get off.' Meanwhile, I had phoned Sister Helen
Burns who lives in Minot. She is isolated there, however, she is
very zealous in reading the Studies in the Scriptures and it is a joy
to talk with her. The brethren in Canada have been very faithful in
serving her four times a year, which she appreciates.
"Now back to the call for four to give up their seats. That would
mean we would be about three hours later getting home and they
offered a round trip ticket anywhere the Frontier flies in the U.S.
"how fearful he was..."
So I was the second to give up my seat. This room was full of
people waiting to board the plane, but they had a hard time
finding four people. It reminded me of the fact that during the
Gospel age the high calling has gone forth, but it's just one here,
one there who have been willing to give up their hope of living
here on earth in exchange for the prize of glory, honor and
immortality.
"Then I phoned Sister Burns again. She had told me of going to
Oregon then to California for a family reunion, and as it turned
out, she had reservations on that same flight that I took a few
hours later. Meanwhile, as I was waiting for her to come down, I
had a wonderful opportunity of talking to one of the men who
had given up his seat. He seemed very receptive so it made the day
pass very fast. Then Sister Burns and I had fellowship on the way
to Denver. A young boy of 16 and his sister were assigned seats in
our row. The boy told me how fearful he was of the nuclear
warheads which are stored near his home. I gave him a tract and
comforted him. We think some impression was made on that
young mind.
"In Denver when we were changing planes someone called my
name. It was the man that prints the "Divine Plan Sermons," and
I witnessed to him also. When I boarded the plane I had another
privilege of talking with a gentleman, but that ended when a lady
was assigned a seat between us. She wasn't receptive to the Truth.
That was about the only bad experience during the day, nevertheless, it shows that even though many are seeking, yet there are still
those who do oppose the Truth. Always remember that our
experiences work out according to the Lord's directions if we are
seeking to do His will..."

Brother George Wilmott, Fort Worth, Texas
"... This testimony is given in the spirit of humility to claim
Romans 8:28. At the airport in Saskatoon I had an unusual
opportunity of discussing the Truth with a friendly minister. On

Brother Dick Kindig, Columbus, Ohio
"At various times when I have been involved in trying to witness
to people I have found myself trying to defend the Bible through
scientific or archeological discoveries and any number of human
relationships. I have found myself many times say, 'I think' or 'I
See Brethren, page 15

Deluxe Volumes in Stock

New Secretaries

The Deluxe Edition of the Studies in the Scriptures are still in
stock. The cost is $26 for the set, postage included. Contact: Bible
Students Congregation of New Brunswick, 60 Jersey Avenue,
Edison, NJ 08817.

Fresno Bible Students
A. W. Abrahamsen
4689 E. Shields Ave.
Fresno, CA 93726

Colorado Bible Students
Mrs. James Moss
13760 West 7th Ave.
Golden, CO 80401
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Kolliman from page 1
"Christ is risen ... By his death he has
conquered death and has granted life everlasting to all in their graves. I recited that
to the priest, and I told him, 'Father, I
believe that now. And he told me that I
was crazy That was enough to leave the
church." After writing to his mother in
Greece about the Truth, he received a
reply saying: "I don't know who to curse.
You, for learning to read, or your father,
for sending you to school."
Many Americans did not care for "foreigners," so Peter was amazed at how the
brethren accepted him. He never forgot
the time he was invited for dinner: "It was
the first time I stepped into an American
home. It made such an impression on my
mind that I never ceased being grateful to
Bro. Warner." Peter and Myrza later used
the same hospitality in witnessing.
In about 1921, Bro. Peter left his job to
work at Bethel. He left after some unpleasant experiences and came to Wilmington, Delaware for a job. There he met Sr.
Myrza Dickerson, and they were married
in 1925.
"Peter found in Myrza his equal in zeal
in preaching the Truth," said Bro. Ken
Rawson, "and they turned the Wilmington area upside down in preaching the
Gospel." Peter often explained why: "We
couldn't do anything else but serve. When
I first saw the Truth — when I saw that
God intended to bless all the families of
the earth — and knowing my background,
knowing how people are suffering, exploited and used and abused — my appeal to
the Lord was: 'Lord what can I do to bring
this about?!' And one door was opened
after another..."
In 1923, Bro. Peter spent a year calling
on people house to house in Cecil County,
Md.: "One day I worked all day and
couldn't even get anybody to accept a
tract! I got on my bicycle to go the meeting in Chesapeake City 15 miles away. I
was going down hill at a good speed and
my bicycle began to weave. I knew I was

going to fall and 1 sprawled. My coat was

torn, my knees and ankles were bloody,
and my pants pretty near torn off. I got
up, finished the trip, and went to the meeting ... to break that awful disappointment. The hext day I hurt — everything.
But I got over it. I went back to work
again. The result? Two classes were
started."
In 1925, he was elected an elder and
given his first job, a public talk in Elk
Mills, Md.: "I prepared my talk, went
down there on Sunday. There were two
families of Bible Students and two
strangers. I talked until one man got up
and left and the other went dead asleep.
And I couldn't find a place to stop. I
talked two full hours before I could find a
place to cut it."
Meanwhile, the Society went from bad
to worse, phasing out the Volumes
between 1925-27. The Kollimans left the

"one door opened
after another "
class in 1929, and shortly afterward helped
form the present-day Wilmington ecclesia.
While working at the Dawn in 1945,
Peter started the New Brunswick, N.J.
ecclesia by traveling there on Friday nights
to get meetings going. "Peter has probably
brought more people into the Truth than
anybody I know of. He always said the
greatest joy a Christian can have is to have
spiritual children," said Bro. Ken Rawson. "It was his idea to start up a Colporteur Committee and it's been going on
since the 1950s." Many colporteurs were
guests at the Kolliman's home.
"Peter made a tremendous impression
on the Truth movement. He is one of the
last of the old heavy weights that made a
lot of things happen," said Bro. Burns. He
explains: "Peter pushed the (Frank and
Ernest) radio work in its early stages. The
brethren were cut off from one another.
As they left the Society they found them-

Brethren from page 14
believe' and something I realized after a period of time that the
Bible itself is much more capable if we only would use it in our
witness work, and also in our discussions with the brethren we
come in contact with. An example I heard that says it very well is,
`The Bible is like a lion. you don't have to defend a lion, all you
need to do is let it loose and it will take care of itself.' 1 found that
helpful and hope I can apply it in my life."
Harvest Doctrine Inspiring
Brother Eleos Mundell, Olympia, Washington
"... If I ever would accomplish anything at all, I have to give
thanks to our heavenly Father's Word and particularly one word,
and that is the 'Harvest.' If it weren't for the doctrine of the
Harvest I don't think I ever would have had the enthusiasm or the

selves without any contact. The radio did
a tremendous regathering work and it was
brethren like Peter that had the vision to
implement it. They not only encouraged it
but gave their lives to it. If someone
showed an interest in the Truth, Peter
would travel a great distance to talk to
them. He got right to the point."
"His total sincerity and commitment to
what he believed brought a lot of people
into the Truth. His heart was for the poor
and underprivileged. He never forgot
where he came from. If he wasn't in the
Truth, Peter would have been in the
socialist revolution. I personally feel a
great debt of gratitude to Peter and
Myrza. I learned to appreciate the service
of the Truth from them. Peter and I had a
lot of exchanges over the years — we
agreed and disagreed, but he was a steadfast friend all the years I knew him. He
was very strong-minded, but we all loved
him."
"Brother Peter was very much a guiding light to the Wilmington brethren,"
said Bro. Richard Vinson, an elder in the
class. "He was more like a father to me.
He took me under his arm and nurtured
me. Even though he and Sr. Myrza didn't
have any natural children, by adoption
they had all the children they could take
care of — plus some. He wanted us to
carry on and take up where he left off."
Where did Bro. Peter Kolliman leave
off? Perhaps a quote from one of his
"farewell" sermons would tell us the most:
"Paul said, 'Woe is me if I preach not the
Gospel.' I wonder if any of us got to that
position: `Woe is me. I haven't done anything today.' And if I don't leave anything
with you, I'd like to leave that. Pray for
me that I may go home soon."
— G. H .P.
Tapes of Bro. Peter Kolliman's discourses
and reminiscences will be available in the
near future. for cost of the tape and postage. Contact: Associated Bible Students,
P.O. Box 1783, Wilmington, DE 19899

zeal to engage in that work to begin with — one thing that has
encouraged me each day this convention progresses is to see
brethren walk in the auditorium that have a full-hearted faith,
conviction and belief in the Harvest as our dear Brother Russell
taught it ...I would like to be more active in the Harvest — I have
not been as active as I had been, as I should have been for some
time now but I still believe in this doctrine. It still inspires me and I
am grateful to these brethren among us that still uphold this
precious Truth."
Brother Paul Mali, Groton/ New London Connecticut area.
"We have had some unusual stimulating experiences. We are
undergoing a major public witness work. We had a Pyramid
showing and 51 people came, we had the 'Living Past'exhibit in a
See Brethren, page 16
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shopping mall and had 450 show up. We built into our program a
series of three Bible study evening meetings. The title of the series
was 'The Bible': How to study it, how to understand it, and how
to use it. Last night was the second of the series and we had 13
people to our follow-up effort. The first evening there were five,
but all five came back, so we had five people continuing two
evenings, and we are looking forward to next Wednesday to see
how many will show up. One has already said to me that he plans
to come to our meetings.
"As we were showing some people around our exhibit, one
individual who was fascinated, appeared to be an Arab. We were
showing the Tabernacle and he was shaking his head, then we
went over to the Pyramid and there he lit up, 'Pyramid, that's
Egypt and that's Arabia.' We were explaining the Pyramid's
descending, ascending passages, etc., then we got to the Well and
said: 'This Well is the only way you can get up to the King's
Chamber, and we depict that as the 'Gospel of salvation through
"No, this is free"
Jesus Christ.' He looked at me, turned so quickly and so fast he
ran right out of the hall. But right behind him was a man listening
to it all and he said 'What a wonderful message — keep going.' So
we picked him up, and around we went. (And what a wonderful
message.) He pulled out $10 and said, 'I am going to make a
donation.' I said, `No, this is free. We advertised it free and that is
the way it is going to be.' He said, 'I insist.' I said, 'I equally insist
and I will give you some free literature.' He said, 'But I doubly
insist' and at that point we took the $10. I shared these experiences because they have been a strengthening experience to our
ecclesia and for me personally."
Some Brethren Lonely
Sister Nancy Hummel, Detroit, Michigan
"I have noticed for sometime being raised in the Truth and
coming from a family raised in the Truth we are brethren in Christ
but sometimes our family ties are so strong that we forget the
brethren who have no family here or who do not have the
background of being raised in the Truth. I am only mentioning it
so we might be able to look at those around us who don't have
these circumstances and treat them so they are not feeling left out
all the time — I am hearing this from some. It has translated into
other areas, even holidays, and I asked this one sister if she had
ever spent any holidays alone. She said, 'Yes.' Some brethren are
naturally shy as someone here I know, and they have come into
the Truth and they don't have an easy time seeking out fellowship
during the intermissions or the meals and sometimes they sit
alone. I hope everyone takes this in the spirit I intended it that we
might be more mindful of one another as brethren."
"Take lots of notes"
Sister Martha Chastain, Hope, Indiana
"1 want to relate an experience I have had the last few months. I
was in a job situation that was very difficult and I prayed that the
Lord would overrule — and it seemed like the overruling was that
I stay there. A week after I had made the decision and was at
peace, someone asked me if I wanted to interview for a job the
next day. It was located in an area about 15 minutes from my
home whereas I was driving an hour one way on the other job. So
I thought if the Lord wants me there He has opened up an
opportunity and I got the job. A couple of weeks later — my boss
and I talked for some time about the Truth. I have had some hard
experiences trying not to be afraid to talk about the Truth.
Sometimes I am hesitant to bring out some points of truth but the
Lord has blessed me along this line. Instead of me going to my

boss, he is coming to me. Before I left for the convention he said, 'I
want you to tell me exactly what this Bible convention is that you
are going to.' So I told him how we believe and about our
organization. He can't understand the selfishness in the world,
and why so many are sick and poor, so praise the Lord for
allowing me to give him some of the Truth. He told me to take lots
of notes at the convention because he was going to ask me lots of
questions when I get back."
Brethren Carry Burdens
Sister Joyce Lagno, Omaha, Nebraska
"This has to do with the experiences of this year and understanding more clearly than any time in my life that we are in the hour of
temptation. My prayer would be for all of us, please give all our
brethren the benefit of the doubt — probably because they are
carrying around a burden and they need our help. They don't
need our criticism and our anger. I am great for the sharp tongue
and it has been a real lesson to me to become aware of things
among my brethren that require me to be patient and kind instead
of critical and harsh."
A Spiritual Hospital
Brother Mike Brann, St. Petersburg, Florida.
"When this little wrist band was first put on (as an I.D. at
convention meals), it reminded me of going to a hospital. That's a
good analogy because I think we all do need some spiritual
surgical work, but I resented having this put on because I don't
wear watches or jewelry and it was almost for me like wearing
earrings or something — just as repulsive. But I got to thinking
about it and when I looked around I saw all the other brethren
with this same band on, and it reminded me of the bond we have
between us. Our bond is the Truth through our Lord Jesus Christ.
The thing that made it jell, I was talking with a sister about our
spiritual heritage — that I appreciated Brother Russell and his
writings — and we were speaking of some of the brethren from
the past, Brother Meggison and Brother Zahnow. When I first
came in the Truth I used to listen to their lectures which the
Lecture Service provided on tape. What brought it all together
was that common bond of fellowship. I really couldn't wait to
take this off but I think I am going to keep it on my plane trip
home, and I may keep it on all next week. If someone asks me, I
will tell them I was at a spiritual hospital. I am proud to be
associated with all the Bible Students and all I have had fellowship with here. I appreciate your spending time with me and
sharing your experiences. I appreciate also, the way I was brought
up in the Truth — Brother Norby was a great influence on me."
Smiles and Zeal
Sister Diane Wasilewski, Jersey City, New Jersey
"... I want to thank the heavenly Father for being here and
opening my eyes to this wonderful Truth. I was raised in the Truth
but that doesn't always mean that you see it. You can appreciate it
to a certain extent but until you have a relationship with your
heavenly Father and dear Redeemer, there is no way you can
appreciate it to the full extent. It is my wandering through life and
my walk so far that has brought me to a greater appreciation of
Him. I also want to comment on Mike Brann's thoughts on the
wrist band — my first thought was, like pigeons banded. Then I
thought, that's a good way to identify the brethren for those who
do not know many. My friend who is not consecrated, said, 'Oh,
you don't need that to identify the brethren — you can tell by the
smiles on their faces." I appreciate the brethren's zeal and their
love of the Truth and the way they demonstrate it, not only in
their personal life but in their witness activities. Coming from a
small class where most of the brethren are elderly, the witnessing

See Brethren, page 17

17

"You're with people who understand you"
Over 80 children learned about the faith
and obedience of Abraham, Esther,
Gideon and many other Ancient Worthies at the June, 1984 Mid-West Bible
Students Youth Camp. About 34 brethren served by leading studies, cooking
meals and putting up tents. Dr. Larry
and Pam Nelson, relatives of Bro. Bill
and Sr. Estelle Gill, have generously let
the brethren use their camp grounds in
Fombell, Pa. near Pittsburgh for four
years.
The "campers" particpated in studies,
camp fires, swimming, crafts, skits about
the Ancient Worthies, and a witness
effort at the Jack Rees Nursing Home.
"The (children's) singing was lovely and
was a real witness about God's love,"
said 95 year-old Sr. Martha MacJilton,
who is a resident of the nursing home.
Sr. Joyce Lagno said, Sr. MacJilton
"had no idea there were so many young
people in the Bible Students. It was a

real blessing for her to know so many
still love the Truth."
We asked a few campers and adult
counselors what the camp meant to
them. Here are some responses: "The
biggest highlight was seeing the desire of
the children to learn the Truth and make
it their own"... "I got letters in the mail
from the girls and they were so meaningful." Bro. Ray and Sr. Karen Buchheit.
"I believe the camps are almost a
necessary counterbalance against the
influence of the world for the unconsecrated children. They need to come in
contact with other young people having
the same experiences and trials. I've seen
many young people eventually make a
consecration because of the camp's influence. The warmth and spirit of the Truth
gives one a taste of the Kingdom!" Bro.
Keith Zendler (age 19).
"The camp is an opportunity to fulfill
Deut. 6:5-7 and encourage the children
along the lines of Eccl. 12:1 and Prov.
3:5,6." Sr. Karole Doran.
"Youth camps have always been a way
for me to get closer to the Lord and the
brethren. It helps me maintain my spiritual attitude after I get home and go to
school. A chance to exchange feelings
and experiences I've had in the world
with Truth kids my own age. Finding
out how they cope with problems helps

me get through my experiences. The
studies help me absorb more of the
Truth." Bro. Steve Knapp (age 17, newly
consecrated).
"My biggest blessing at camp is developing a relationship with the kids that
continues until they are grown and
become our brethren. You learn a great
deal about how the Kingdom is going to
work." Sr. Linda Larson.
"During the year at school, people in
the world don't understand why you are
different from them. At camp you're
with people who understand you. Its
good to get together with people who
have the same values as you." Lydia
Hummel (age 14).
"Camp allows children of Truth parents to get together. That should result
in healthier relationships than if they
only got together with worldly kids. The
children discuss the Truth or personal
problems with consecrated adults —
many of whom are elders." Bro. Jim
Heeg.
❑
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Below: Sr. MacJilton rejoicing.
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activities are somewhat limited, even though they are zealous in
their own personal endeavors. Because there is some younger
influence in the class at this time I would like to ask an interest in
your prayers. I symbolized by consecration last year at the Wilmington convention.
A Different World
Brother Steve Zaboski, Ford City, Pennsylvania
"I would like to give thanks, honor and praise to the Lord for
bringing me out of darkness into his marvelous light. I am going
to give a brief rundown on how I became interested in the Truth.
It was at the time that my wife Sister Sam, Sister Joann and
Brother Ray asked me to sit in on one of their studies, which I did.
I attended from time to time to see what I could get from them.
What really got me interested was when Sister Jo had written for
a Scriptural answer to Fort Worth Bible Students and they sent
an answer back to her. Fort Worth also corresponded with
brothers at Connellsville, and they in turn got back to us and

invited us to fellowship with them. One day Brother Ray asked
me to go to the Zelienople Youth camp. I was amazed at what was
there. It was a different world to me. It was a great help to me.
Also the Connellsville brethren were a great inspiration to me. I
was immersed here on Thursday. It's been a year ago since my
wife was immersed here ... I hope I can remain faithful."
Newly Immersed at Hiram
Sister Darlene Robinson, Ford City, Pennsylvania
"My husband Eric and I made our consecration together on May
10. My parents are Brother Ray and Sister Joann Zaboski of the
Ford City class.
As a young girl my mother taught me about the Kingdom from
the Bible. When my mother found Pastor Russell's writings she
shared them with me. We would study, and soon my husband
Eric was interested. The Lord drew us, and our class grew to six.
We're not only an earthly family, but a spiritual family as well.
Since my dad came into the Truth, he was also a big help to me in
studying."

See Brethren, page 18
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Sister Susan Jambor, Opelousas, Louisiana

"... My husband David felt we really needed a convention so I
have a mission here to gather up as many lessons and blessings as
I can carry back to him. My husband wanted to be here but could
not come because of his job. He can use your prayers. He is in a
very difficult job situation now — he doesn't work overseas
anymore. He took a promotion at work because he thought it
would give him more time and it has turned out that now we have
less time than before. Now he works 12 and 15 hours a day and
has to go in on Saturdays. It is difficult and wearing on him and
he is under constant exhaustion. I appreciate that he is growing
spiritually in spite of the pressure he is under on his job. I hope I
could do as well under those circumstances..."
A Voice from the Past

A testimony at Evansville, Indiana July, 1979: "This is Bro. Peter
Kolliman from Wilmington, Delaware ecclesia. I can't hear very
well, and I can't see very well, you will have to excuse me.
Sometimes I am inclined to be long-winded. I will try to be as
short-winded as I possibly can. I understand the subject of our
testimonies today is "What Doctrines have done in my life."
"I started to attend meetings way back in 1918. The first talk I
heard was by a Bro. Zook ... about the love of God. That talk
captured me. There was no turning back. I started to attend
meetings and we had a Friday night meeting in Reading, Pa. The
leader, Bro. Stanley Young, asked me to read Gal. 3:8, 'God
foreseeing He would justify the heathen through faith, preached
the gospel beforehand unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
nations be blessed.' He said: 'What do you get from that?' I said,
`There is nothing else to get but that God foresaw that He would
justify the heathen through faith and preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, and the gospel was, that He would bless all the
families of the earth.' He said: 'That's beautiful. Now read the
16th verse.' "God did not say to seeds as of many but to one, thy
seed; and thy seed is Christ.' He said, 'What do you get from that?'
I said, 'There is nothing else to get but that the seed of Abraham
that would bless all the families of the earth — is Christ.' He said:
`That's right. Now read the end of the chapter.' As many of you as
have put on Christ, there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither male
nor female, neither bond nor free, for all are one in Christ Jesus;
and if ye be Christ's then you are Abraham's seed and heirs
according the promise.' I jumped off my seat! The first time this
doctrine came to my mind or heart: If you belong to Christ then
you are the seed of Abraham through whom God would bless all
the families of the earth! I have never been the same since and I
don't expect, and I hope I never change.
I colporteured for a full year. We established two classes. In
1927 we went to Toronto to the Bible Students convention. There,
I was shocked and disturbed and I found I wasn't the only one,
there were thousands of others. By that time I was made service
director in Wilmington, and some people came in the Truth. But
gradually, by 1929 we had to leave the class because of what the
Society was changing. We wandered around doing nothing. Just
having a good time for a full year.
"Then we got other friends together and organized the class
that is a going concern today. The class in New York was organized, the Dawn was started and after I was elected Trustee of the
Dawn among others, we were asked to use our home as a base for
making the 'Frank and Ernest' programs. We finished our attic
into a studio and I was making the original record, and Sr.
Kolliman used to play that record and copy it as many as 30 times
to send to 30 different stations. We did that for 10 years. Then I
was asked to leave my job in Wilmington, rent my house, and my
wife and I go to work at the Dawn. We did. We worked there for 5

years. After that we went back to Wilmington and started to work
in Wilmington. The class gradually grew til we numbered near 60
to 65 persons.
"That is the effect of the doctrines I first learned in Reading, Pa.
— the inspiration that we were the Christ, the seed of Abraham,
that are to bless all the families of the earth. The Lord gave me a
partner who was a colporteur previous to our marriage and she
has been a very loyal sister that anybody could ever ask. That has
been my life. I traveled all over the country. I have friends all over
the country and in Canada. I don't think I hurt anybody, I never
intended to. Most of my talks are on activity. Some friends think,
`You are pushing us — you are goading us.' I never intended to
goad anybody. My intentions have been to contaminate others to
be in the situation I have been in ever since 1918. We can't get in
the kingdom on a sled. We can't slide in. We can't sneak in. We
have to labor, to work to get in. The Lord sent a message to John:
`The gospel is being preached to the poor!' That's what the Lord is
asking us to do: and the joy and the happiness of the Lord go
along with obedience. I'm pleading with our young people to
devote their time, and I urge parents to help their children get into
the work of the Lord. And the Lord will bless them and make
them as happy as my wife and I have been these many years.
Sorry I talked too long but this was in my heart and I can't keep it.
We haven't finished the Harvest of the Gospel age. Let this be the
turning point, let's go back to work!"

A written testimony from the late Brother Warren Williams of

Greensboro, North Carolina who died October 5:
"Christian love and greetings in the name of our Lord and
Saviour — the only way to approach the Heavenly Father.
"I have been well blessed to come to an understanding of His
wonderful plan to bless all the families of the earth, and also to be
given an opportunity to participate in the blessing through our
Lord and Savior.
"There is no way to rightly express the amount of praise and
worship due to our Heavenly Father who has been showing me
His wonderful love because of the truth He has shared with me
through our brethren. The many cards, the wonderful love, the
caring that you've shown toward me has made me realize more
and more the opportunity we have of sharing with one another,
when our Lord only had Himself.
"I think what I most want to say is that we are members of the
Body of Christ, and should love one another at all times, because
this is the example our Heavenly Father gave us in His Precious
Son. We can't remain members of the body without this special
love for each other.
"You are always in my prayers and I ask the Lord's blessing on
all of you. 2 Pet. 1:4-11." 0

Statement of Purpose
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Bible Students Ecclesia

of Dayton, Ohio. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students
who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by
our returned Lord through His faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor
Charles Tan Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies
in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows, and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students as aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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"God is greatly to befeared in the assembly of the saints, and to be
had in reverence of all them that are about him." Psalms 89:7

November 17, 18 Jersey City, New Jersey, Associated Bible Students' Pre-Thanksgiving, Masonic Temple, 1912 Morris Ave.,
Union, NJ. Six speakers: Secretary: Mrs. A. Teklinski, 84
Arthur St., Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660.
November 23-25 Phoenix, Arizona. Associated Bible Students
Annual Thanksgiving Day, P.I.P.E. Bldg. 1616 E. Maryland;
Theme: "The Journeys & Epistles of the Apostle Paul"; six
speakers; Question meeting Sun. 1:30, Convention close 3
P.M. Secretary: R. Kandel, 2253 N. 17th Avenue, Phoenix,
AZ 85007. (602) 254-3519.
November 23-25 Akron, Ohio. Sixth Thanksgiving Annual,
Ramada Inn Northwest; 1-77 & Rt. 18; Montrose, OH. Five
speakers. Secretary: Mrs. Harry Grable, 5644 Grove Road,
Clinton, OH 44216; (216) 882-3309 or contact: Mrs. Craig
Chamberlain, P.O. Box 5337, OH 44313; (216) 867-4065.
December 29, 30 Chicago, Illinois. Chicago Bible Students New
Year's Annual; Secretary: George Tabac, 900 Brentwood
Drive, Bensenville, IL 60106; (312) 595-0984.

A Church in Crisis Weeps
and Prays
Time.

Sept. 17, 1984

The first reports of trouble were confined to
Henan. Foreign visitors to that central China
province said that more than 200 Protestants
had been arrested last year by the national
police. The victims were leaders of so-called
house churches: unauthorized gatherings, usually in private homes, of Christians. Some of
those arrested were released within days, but
others are still being held.
Since the Henan arrests, similar accounts of
persecution have begun to spill out from nearly
half of China's provinces, as well as Shanghai,
its largest city. A Protestant writes a letter telling of public notices posted in Fuyang, west of
Shanghai, ordering Christians not to share
their faith beyond that city or to listen to shortwave Gospel broadcasts.
The hundreds of arrests, occasional incidents
of torture and other forms of harrassment since
mid-1983 constitute the first sweeping crackdown against Christian activity since the
Communist regime instituted a measure of toleration in 1979. The repression is aimed especially at a zealous Protestant revival occurring
among the unsanctioned house churches, which
are in increasing conflict with the governmentapproved Protestant organizations. Only last
week, for the first time, a government newspaper confirmed the existence of a Protestant
revival "fever."

February 16, 17 Detroit Michigan area, Southeast Michigan
Bible Students Seminar, Trelum Masonic Temple, 44 Gardner
St., Clawson, Mich. For information: Brad Bach, 9454 Oak
Hill Road, Holly, MI 48442-8840.
February 17 Delaware Valley; Pennsylvania. Hilton Inn Northeast Philadelphia, 2400 Old Lincoln Highway, Trevose, PA
19047; four speakers, the theme: "Love." Secretary: B. Marshall, 291 Oaktree Drive, Levittown, PA 19055; (215) 949-3876.
March 31, Groton, Connecticut. Pre-Memorial, Groton/ New
London ecclesia. Groton Municipal Bldg; Secretary: Mrs.
Mark Grillo, RFD #7, Plainhill Road, Norwich, CT 06360.
May 4, 5 Detroit, Michigan. Spring Annual, Associated Bible
Students of Metro Detroit; Schoolcraft Masonic Temple,
21500 Schoolcraft Road, 1-99 & Outer Drive exit. Five speakers. Secretary: Walt Wojcik, 13983 Salem Street, Redford, MI
48239.
July 4-7 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Fourth of July Annual;
Secretary: Mrs. Robert E. Gray, 81 Braeton Way, Freehold,
NJ 07728; (201) 431-5221.

Anti-Catholicism Increases
By Michael Schwartz
What factors have contributed to this unanticipated return to a style of anti-Catholic prejudice that was presumed dead?
1. The Evangelical Explosion. Beginning in
the early 1970s, evangelical Protestantism has
been experiencing tremendous growth in
numbers and influence...
This movement is, on the whole, healthy and
not at all intrinsically anti-Catholic. It really
amounts to a reassertion of Protestant orthodoxy. Many leaders of the new evangelicalism
are openly pro-Catholic, seeing Catholics as
allies in the struggle for Christian orthodoxy.
2. Pope John Paul. The holy father is certainly the most exciting and admired man in the
world, commanding the affection of the great
majority of Protestants as well as Catholics.
Paradoxically, his very popularity is the occasion for a strong anti-Catholic reaction. For
those who read the Book of Revelation as an
anti-Catholic text (and this interpretation has
been widespread among conservative Protestants), a popular and respected pope is alarmingly dangerous. If even Christians (i.e., "bornagain" Protestants) are deceived into admiring
a Roman pope, they reason, then he must be
the Anti-christ predicted in Scripture.
3. Nationalism. Hyper-patriotism fell out of
fashion during and immediately after the Vietnam War, but the feeling that the United States
is God's chosen nation is coming back in style.
When this attitude is linked with the old ideas
that Catholicism is a "foreign" religion and that
the greatness of the United States is the product
of its Protestant faith, the results are predictable.
4. Dislocation in the Church. The shock
waves in the Church following Vatican II have
left a number of Catholics confused about their

Faith and, in an alarming number of cases,
have led some to leave the Church in bitterness.
A surprising number of sectarian anti-Catholics
are people who were raised Catholic but who
came to the conclusion that the Church was not
meeting their spiritual needs.
5. The Appearance of Catholic Weakness.
6. Millennialism. The approach of the year
2000 and the threat of nuclear holocaust probably have something to do with the great popularity of "Bible prophecy" among some fundamentalists.
Prominent in these apocalyptic fantasies, of
course, has been the identification of the
Catholic Church with the Beast of Revelation
and the pope with the Man of Sin. This kind of
imagery has been a stock-in-trade in Protestant
polemics against the Catholic Church for
generations, but when it is linked with the conviction that The End is at hand, it acquires a
sense of urgency that can only be classified as
mass hysteria. This factor is probably the single
most important in explaining the frenzied zeal
of the more rabid sectarian anti-Catholics.
Reader's Report
We need your help in determining the impact of
growing nativist anti-Catholic activities and
responding to them. If you have personally
received any anti-Catholic literature, please
send it on to us. If you have encountered organized anti-Catholic activities in your area, please
write us a brief description of what took place
and the name or the persons involved. If a story
in your local newspaper relates anti-Catholic
activities or comments on them, please send a
clipping of the feature to us.
Our Sunday Visitor,

Huntington, IN

July 8, 1984
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecratecf believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready. the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

