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"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you ... "John 13:34

Greetings in the Lord
At this season our hearts turn to our dear Redeemer and His
great sacrifice given on our behalf 1,950 years ago which we
will soon memorialize.
As we remember our own sacrificial participation in His
cup, our thoughts turn also to our brethren everywhere —
especially those undergoing heavy trials and searing experiences by fire which so many are suffering at this time.
May some portion of this issue of the Newsletter bring a
measure of comfort to all in need of comfort, with the knowledge that none suffers alone — it is a common-union that
we share in the fellowship of Christ's sufferings. And He has
promised to be with each one, to comfort, to strengthen and
sustain us in our determination to continue in the Narrow
Way. "For he is faithful that promised!" Hebrews 10:23

THE MEMORIAL SUPPER
Sunday evening, April 15, 1984 — after six o'clock
... The proper time for the celebration of our Lord's Memorial Supper is on its anniversary according to the Jewish system of reckoning in vogue in our Lord's day and still. The
Jewish Passover, lasting a week, begins the next evening at
six o'clock. We do not celebrate the Passover, but the killing
of the antitypical Passover Lamb. "Christ our Passover
(Lamb) is slain for us, therefore let us keep the feast." 1 Cor.
5:7, 8—Z. 1)4-34
The First Good Friday: Fixing the Date
Not even the four Gospels agree on the day of the Crucifixion, and the only certainty is that it occurred on or about the
Jewish feast of Passover during Pontius Pilate's reign in
Judea, from A.D. 26 to 36. Fixing the date has been a scholarly game with many Christian thinkers; Sir Isaac Newton,
for instance, advocated April 23, A.D. 34, a sentimental
favorite among English theologians since April 23 also
happens to be St. George's Day. But now two British scientists, Colin Humphreys and W. G. Waddington of Oxford,
have carefully matched astronomical calculations with the
Biblical evidence — including the often overlooked passage
in Acts 2:20 about a "Moon (turned) into blood" — and
have arrived at what they consider an unimpeachable date
for the Crucifixion: Christ died on April 3, A.D. 33, a
Friday.
NEWSWEEK' Ja nua ry 16. 1984

Deadline to submit material for the SUMMER issue of the
Newsletter is May 15.

Changed View Of Resurrection
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Friday, April 1, 1983. Christian
belief in Christ's resurrection and Holy Week worship
themes have shifted in emphasis as a result of Biblical scholarship in recent decades, two religion professors say.
The professors are the Rev. Dr. Gene Wehrli, New Testament professor at Eden Seminary in Webster Groves, and
the Rev. Francis X. Cleary, SJ, professor of Scripture at St.
Louis University.
Wehrli said the Christian view of the afterlife did not rest
on belief in an immortal soul, but in a body transformed
through resurrection.
The idea of an immortal soul is not Biblical, but is a Hellenistic idea that crept into Christian thought by mistake,
Wehrli said. He said mainline Protestant and Roman
Catholic scholars agree on that principle.
The Bible speaks of Jesus' tranformed body in accounts of
his after-death appearances to his followers, he said.
"The Hellenistic understanding is that persons are immortal by nature — that they have a soul that is trapped in flesh
and returns to God, or the all-soul after death," he said. "The
resurrection of the Bible stresses that in one sense death is
death, but that'God raises the person in his uniqueness back
to life.
"The resurrection means that God values relationships
with persons and wants to restore that relationship after it
has been broken by death."
In the Christian view, after-life is not something intrinsic
to human persons, but is "a true gift of God," he said.
Cleary said Catholic worship in Holy Week had changed
in the last decade from a focus on the death of Jesus to a
focus on his resurrection.
Wehrli said he believed the resurrection should not be
viewed as a scientifically verifiable event — although, he
noted, conservative scholars might disagree.
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AFFLICTED AND ISOLATED BRETHREN
"Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee:
he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved." Psa. 55:22

• Sister Lodi Baltisberger has lived in recent years with her
daughter, Odessa Douglass, 320 - 1st. Avenue, Grinnell,
Iowa 50112, until February 1, when she entered a nursing
home there. Her health has been steadily deteriorating
and she has reached the point where one person can no
longer give all the care she requires. She is now unable to
communicate, but may comprehend messages read to her.
We wish to inform those who know and love her, of her
condition and to ask that she be remembered in the prayers of all the brethren.
Sister Baltisberger has been a blessing to many over the
years, and at conventions in the recent past her smiling
countenance was a joy to behold. She will be 96 years of
age on April 10.
Another daughter, Lois Van Gorp, RR 7192, Spirit
Lake, Iowa 51360, writes of her mother: "She is in the
Lord's hands and He will rule accordingly for her."
• Sister Joan Bockus (Mrs. Fred, P.O. Box 287, Angola,
NY 14006) "Dear Friends: Last August I had surgery for
cancer ... My recovery has been slow but I am feeling
better each day. I received over 100 cards, letters, poems,
etc. from so many friends and classes that I was overwhelmed. Many I did not know but felt awe at the concern of the brethren ... Your prayers were a real sustaining force for me. The Lord has given me perfect peace
and an inner joy ... For a lengthy period, Bible study was
virtually impossible — I just couldn't get my head to
work, but the encouraging Scriptures and messages filled
that void for me. I couldn't write before, because I shook
so bad my handwriting was illegible, but now, praise the
Lord, I can once again write and I am also able to study.
"Truly the Lord is wonderful and I am grateful for His
constant presence and assurance of help."
• Sister Kathryn Domingo (947 Seventh Ave., Sacramento,
CA 95818) writes: "... Our Sister Canzanetta Simmons
has been down with a stroke, she is a dear saint of God
and wants you to know how much she appreciates the
dear ones who sent her cards and prayed for her.
"I have enjoyed the Newsletter many years though I
haven't let you know it. I can't write much because my
shoulder at times gives me much pain."
Sister Simmons address: Rio Linda Rest Home, 7042
Rio Linda Blvd., Rio Linda, CA 95673.
• Sister Irene Green (700 S. Roys Avenue, Columbus, OH
43204) entered the hospital on March 5 for extensive
surgery; her husband, John, at the same time was ordered
to bed for two weeks because of a troublesome ulcer on
his leg. Sister Green has suffered for several years with
shingles, enduring a great affliction. Knowing her ready
acceptance of the Lord's will, we are confident she will
meet this experience with trust and resignation.
• Sister Madge Pearsall (249 W. 16th Street, Chico, CA
95926) is undergoing a number of health problems, and
may face heart surgery for a blockage. She is in great
need of prayers and encouragement.

• Brother Tadasu Ishikawa (2-15-9 Higashi-Magome,
Ohtaku, Tokyo 143 Japan) is bereaved by the death of his
wife Chia, on February 21. She was buried from the
church he had formerly attended, and he participated in
the service, giving a witness to his faith and the belief that
his wife is asleep awaiting the resurrection. She had been
very supportive of her husband's efforts to serve the
brethren and the Truth.
Despite Brother Ishikawa's loss, and his failing health,
he has a very strong faith in the Lord and His providences. Messages at this time from his Occidental brethren
could be a source of encouragement and cheer to him.
• Sister Kathryn Hunter (111 Butte Street, Steubenville,
OH 43952) writes that recuperation from her surgery in
June is satisfactory. Meanwhile, she has had the added
burden of moving and still trying to get settled. Sister
Hunter wishes to express to all her deep gratitude for the
many blessings showered upon her by the brethren: their
cards and messages, and their prayers during her ordeal.
• Brother Henry and Sister Anne Kwolek (38231 Richland,
Livonia, MI 48150) need the brethren's prayers in the
illnesses of their granddaughters, Gretchen and Robin.
Gretchen was hospitalized on February 4 for a highly
elevated blood sugar count; Robin is undergoing treatment for leukemia. The parents of the girls, Joe and Carol
(Kwolek) Oldenburg, wish to express their gratitude for
the outpouring of loving concern shown them through
cards and messages, and prayers since Robin's ailment
was diagnosed last March. They and the Kwoleks can be
assured of continued prayers for their comfort in these
ongoing afflictions.
• Sister Martha MacJilton (Jack Rees Nursing Home, 715
Harbor Street, New Castle, PA 16101) has been seven
years in the nursing home, but still has fairly good
memory, is able to read. She was getting around on a
cane until Feb. 15, when she fell and fractured her pelvis.
Family members were not told of her fall, and only found
out inadvertently a month later. Though she is doing well,
she is essentially bedfast nOw. She continues to receive
blessings from the brethren's cards and letters, though
unable to write.
• Sister Angeline Majka (140 W. Wooddale Road, Lot 8,
Wood Dale, IL 60191) fell near her home returning from
the meeting on February 14, and broke her hip. She had
surgery on the 17th and is convalescing.
• Sister Jane Prutzman (10709 Wheeling Court, St. Louis,
MO 63136) is bereaved by the death of her husband,
Devoine (Dee) at the age of 70, a victim of emphysema
for many years. After the funeral witness which was given
by Brother Edmund Jezuit, a cousin, and also one of his
daughters' friends expressed interest in the message.
See Afflicted page 4

What is a minority? The chosen heroes of this earth have
been in a minority. There is not a social, political or religious
privilege we enjoy today that was not bought by blood, tears
and patient suffering of the minority. It is the minority who
have stood in the vanguard of every moral conflict and
achieved all that is noble in the history of the world.
John Bartholomew Gough
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ENTERED INTO REST
"... We shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump."I Cor. 15:51,52
• Sister Daisy Tench of the Winnipeg, Manitoba Ecclesia
passed to her reward at the age of 93 years. Born in Calcutta, India she was taken by her parents first to England,
then to Canada and settled in Vancouver. She took
nurse's training in Winnipeg where she heard Pastor Russell preach, and consecrated in 1914. When the PhotoDrama was shown for several weeks there, Sister Daisy
served as an usherette. Later, she married and moved to a
rural town, and after the Society take-over lost contact
with the brethren for many years. Eventually, moving to
Vancouver where she operated a nursing home, she again
found the brethren and rejoiced greatly. She said: "When
I attended my first meeting and saw the Pastor's picture
on the wall, I knew I was 'home at last.' "
Retiring in 1970, she returned to Winnipeg where she
was an active member of the Ecclesia until her health
failed. A recent stroke deprived her of speech — all she
could say with clarity was "Number 4" and "5" and when
brethren visited her they would sing these hymns or play
them on the recorder.
In keeping with Canadian custom, both evening and
daytime services were conducted by Brothers Frank
Boychuk and Barry Kuly respectively. A widow, for many
years, Sister Tench lost a young daughter, Cynthia. She is
survived by two sons: Earl and Murray, four grandchildren; ten great-grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild.
Sister Tench was appreciated for her firm stand on the
principles of truth and her continuing desire and effort to
witness to the kingdom.
• Brother Stanley Jeuck, Casselberry, Florida, finished his
consecrated course of more than 40 years on January 2
terminating an illness of nearly two years at the age of 59.
He had been an elder in the Orlando Ecclesia since 1950.
Brother Stanley leaves his wife, Sister Helen, 587 Queens
Mirror Circle, Casselberry, FL 32707; two children;
Brother Stephen, an elder in the Orlando Ecclesia, and
Sister Janice Kuenzli; six grandchildren; a brother,
Brother George of Rutherford, New Jersey; two sisters:
Sister Bonnie Gaunt of Jackson, MI and Sister Marjorie
Rice of San Diego, CA.
• Brother John Adair, Lexington, Kentucky, entered into
rest on December 6 at the age of 68 years. He was a victim of crippling rheumatoid arthritis and endured many
years of suffering. Brother David Doran gave his funeral
witness which prompted some positive remarks from
relatives.
• Brother Walter Roe of the San Antonio Ecclesia finished
his course on January 5 at the age of 67 years. Surviving
are his wife, Sister Clarice, 2409 Frio City, San Antonio,
TX 78226; three sons; a sister, Sister Victoria Shaw.
Brother Arthur Newell delivered his funeral witness.
Four sisters in Christ remain in the San Antonio class to
continue its work. They are confident that he heard, "Well
done!" and rejoice that he is with the Lord, but his presence is sadly missed.

• Brother Louis Buczek of Detroit, Michigan, died on February 9. He was 94 years of age and had been an elder for
many years in the Polish Ecclesia of Detroit. Sisters
Lottie Buczek, 7327 Stout, Detroit 48228, and Jean
Kuenzli, 5067 Manistique, Detroit 48224 are two of his
four surviving children; two grandchildren. Brother Walter Blicharz officiated.
• Sister Pearl Darmokid, Porcupine Plains, Saskatchewan,
finished her consecrated course of more than forty years
on February 21. She was 79 years of age. Sister Pearl is
said to have had a keen understanding of truth and zealous for its witness. She was very helpful, it is said, to the
ecclesia in stirring up interest in meetings and arranging
for them. Conventions also were held in her home.
Sister Darmokid was the mother of eleven children —
one of ten surviving is Sister Mildred Tkachuk of Saskatoon, Sask. Her funeral service was held in the Community Center and attended by 350. Brother Frank Boychuk
gave the witness.
• Brother Ben Payton of Columbus, Ohio, entered into rest
on February 4 at the age of 95 years, after several months
of failing health and infirmities. He was bedfast the last
four months, but mentally alert, and finished his course at
home. His wife, Sister Rosemary, 3160 Sullivant Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio 43204, was by his side, reading the precious promises. He told her to tell the brethren, "I'll see
them on the other side." After nearly 32 years together in
the narrow way, Sister Rosemary said: "I miss him
greatly."
• Sister Annie McCracken of Los Angeles, California died
March 10, just six weeks short of her 93rd birthday. Blind
and deaf for some time, and in poor health for many
years, she was unable to attend meetings since living in
California. Consecrating in 1948 while living in Pittsburgh
where she was born (her parents were married by Brother
Russell), she attended the Pittsburgh Ecclesia. Later she
went to California to live with her daughter, Irene
Loeffler, who is recently a victim of blindness (Mrs. R.P.,
1129 N. Poinsettia Place, Los Angeles, CA 90046).
Sister McCracken is the sister of Sister Clara (MacMillan) Malkauskas of Pittsburgh, Pa., who is suffering
many afflictions of age. Messages to her may be sent in
care of the Newsletter.
• Brother Ignatius Czajkowski, entered into rest on March
4, at the age of 93 years. He was the father of Brother
Walter Crain and Robert with whom he lived. Brother
Ignatius was an elder in the South Chicago Polish class
for many years, also an elder in the Chicago Polish class
until age and infirmities terminated his service. Brother
Edmund Jezuit gave the funeral service.
• Sister Filousa Smietanski, a member of the Chicago Bible
Students, and a widow for many years, finished her
course in a nursing home where she had lived the past
four years, at the age of 94. She was the mother of four
children; grandmother of ten; great-grandmother of fortysix; great-great-grandmother of ten. Brother Andrew
Jarmola officiated.
See Deaths page 10
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Afflicted from page 2
• Sister Clara Dorr (702 32nd Street, 110 Sehome Plaza,

Bellingham, WA 98225) "Dear Brethren: I must write to
tell you how very much I have enjoyed your many encouraging messages. I am getting along slowly but rejoicing in
the Truth. Each day brings us that much nearer home — I
have looked for since 1916.
I love the messages I have received and all of you are in
my prayers. God bless you, and I hope to see you all in
the Kingdom. Christian love."
• Brother Ralph E. Mills, Jr. (R. D. 3, Box 357, Catawissa,

PA 17820) is isolated, on a farm in a large house (in need
of repair). He offers any brethren in financial need, a
place to stay in exchange for Christian fellowship and a
share of current expenses.
He says, "For years I have wanted to have a place to
hold mini-conventions and to care for the saints who have
less than I." Brother Mills is a registered respiratory therapist and LPN. He said he had hoped some day to have
the funds and a place for brethren to come, "but the Lord
has been teaching me humility and the difference between
my will and His," he said.
The father of nine grown children, Brother Miller is
alone now, able to study, and beginning repairs on his
house. He said he will need some help — "not financial,
but moral and material help."
• Sister Elsie Peters (Mrs. John, 1665 Ash Street, Des

Plaines, IL 6) suffered a heart attack on November 1, and
after several seizures was hospitalized — in intensive care
seven days, then two weeks in general care. On the third
day her condition was grave, and Brother John was
informed it could go either way. He and Sister Elsie
prayed together and she was consoled and resigned to the
Lord's will.
She said she could think only of Lam. 3:22, 23 — "It is
of the Lord's mercy that we are not consumed, because
his compassions fail not; they are new every morning,
great is thy faithfulness!" After several hours the turning
point was reached and she regained her strength. "We
waited upon the Lord," she said. "It is good that a man
should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the
Lord." (v. 26)
"I thought of his tender mercy in allowing me to
remain here for a while. We are closer to the Lord than
ever before," she said, "and so thankful to be home again
and daily watching and praying." Sister Peters said she is
not always so strong physically, but strong in the Lord
and the power of His might. "As our hymn 114 puts it,"
she said, "Some days are bright with praise, and some
sweet with accepted pain."

• Sister Thelma Paris (328 Division Street, Erlanger, KY

41018) came into the truth about forty years ago through
an obituary letter on the occasion of her son's death in his
early twenties. Widowed for ten years and now in her
eighties, Sister Paris lives with her daughter. She is
afflicted with a painful ulcerated leg.
The cards and letters from brethren have been a great
blessing and comfort to her.
• Sister Betty Raines (1712 E. 24th Street, Muncie, IN

47302) was immersed in September, then entered the hospital late in November for spinal surgery to correct pain
and numbness in her leg. Now, she is discouraged, fearing
that the surgery was unsuccessful. She is in greater pain
now than before, and will be unable to return to work as
a practical nurse for some time.
Sister Betty also has the added problem of illness in her
family. Her mother has been hospitalized twice during her
own ordeal.
• Sister Julia Roy (7634 Montana Street, Merrillville, IN

46410) is afflicted and unable to attend meetings. She
would enjoy hearing from brethren who have time to
write, though she is unable to correspond. She needs a
remembrance in prayer for strength to bear what the Lord
has permitted.
• Brother Frank and Sister Rose Suraci (c/ o Mrs. Betty

Inclima, 35 Ruby Road, West Haven, CT 06516) suffered
the loss of all their earthly goods on Christmas eve, when
fire destroyed their home in the early morning hours.
Both are elderly and were sleeping soundly when a neighbor returning from work saw the flames but was unable
to arouse them. He then broke into the apartment,
snatched them from their beds, and carried them to safety.
The shock of the experience caused Sister Rose to have a
heart attack, from which, it is said, she has now
recovered.
Brother and Sister Suraci appreciate greatly the cards
and letters received from brethren, and look forward to
more.
• Sister Sam Zabaski (R.D. 6, Garrett Run Road, Kittan-

ning, PA 16201) and her husband Steve, have been suffering the throes of unemployment for the past two years
when the plant closed where he worked. The continuing
pressures of joblessness and the need to alter a life style
drastically can be a devastating experience as many know
firsthand. Sister Sam and her husband will appreciate the
brethren's prayers for guidance in their perplexing
problems. Sister Zabaski was immersed at the 1-0
convention last summer.
0

Scientists Move Up Doomsday
... Last week the monthly Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists,
on the advice of 47 scientists (including 18 Nobel prizewinners), set the clock forward one minute, at three minutes
before midnight. That is the closest in 30 years.
The Bulletin's doomsday clock was first
set at seven minutes before midnight in
1947. The clock has moved as close as
two minutes before midnight (in 1953,
when the Soviets detonated their first
hydrogen bomb) and as far away as
twelve minutes (most recently in 1972 ...)

The latest uptick comes because arms-control talks have
broken down and the arms race is intensifying ...
TIME, January 2, 1984
Commenting on the Bulletin's clock on December 22,
1983, Richard Threlkeld of ABC News, said: 'It may be later
than that, or it may be scientists cannot tell time any better
than the rest of us. Their clock may be fast — or it could be

slow. Scientists have been wrong before. Einstein thought
nuclear weapons would make nuclear war unthinkable, but
he was wrong."

HARVEST OPPORTUNITIES
"... I heard the voice of the Lord saying, whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send me."
Isaiah 6:8
Fort Worth Bible Students

The Divine Plan TV Program is now being shown on the
Nashville Cable Network (NSH), that reaches 13 to 15 million homes.
A former Louisville cable salesman who now works for
NSH remembered the program and asked Brother Wilmott
if he would be interested in having it on the Nashville
channel.
The program is shown every Sunday morning at 8:30
A.M. EST, but not all areas carry the Nashville Network
that early. Nashville programming includes talk shows,
music, sports, movies, and gospel.
Thus far, the sponsors, the Fort Worth Bible Students,
have received quality and quantity responses from a broad
cross section of the U.S. Brother Wilmott says responses
have been much better with the TV effort than with radio.
The following is one example:
"Gentlemen: We got up at 5:30 this morning to stir up
the fire and turned on the TV. We saw your program
and were thrilled. We would like more information on
your doctrines, etc. Enclosed please find $25 to help in
your ministry and please send a list of your material ...
Are there any places, churches, or ministries that
believe the way you do, in California? We would like
CA
to attend such a church ..."
If the opportunity arises, the sponsors may put the program on another cable station, in addition to the Nashville
Network.
The sponsors ask the brethren to mention the program in
their ecciesia follow-up letters, to encourage viewing. Just
make sure whether the Nashville Cable is turned on by your
local company at that time.

Winnipeg Pyramid:
Newspapers Win Public, Bible 50-50

Statistics from the four Pyramid showings in Winnipeg last
October show once again that newspaper advertising is critical to increase public turnout to witness efforts. From 126
response forms turned in 47% said they came as a result of
newspaper ads. The next best response was a friend, (word
of mouth) at 19%, posters 17%, and newspaper articles (free,
from press release info) 9%. TV ads, radio ads, and other
rated very low.
Audience interest responses show that 50% considered the
Biblical aspects of the program to be important to them,
whereas about 46% checked off a combination of historical
or scientific to be their interest, instead of Biblical. 4.1% did
not indicate interest.
The Winnipeg brethren "were very pleased with this venture," said Brother Barry Kuly, and appreciated the sacrifice
of the brethren who made it possible. One drawback Brother
Kuly noted, however, was the lack of specific follow-up
material to send to the interested. Volume III seems too
advanced for new names, so a Pyramid booklet for the public would be a blessing. The following are some sample
responses:

The brethren's prayers on behalf of Fort Worth's public
witness efforts in general would be appreciated. Recent problems with video equipment breaking down have been especially frustrating, but "Great trials prepare us for better
opportunties," said Brother Wilmott.

New Video Program Shown in Fort Worth

About 1,200 gave close attention to the motion picture
"Jesus, The Lamb of God" when it was shown Friday evening, March 16 in the Will Rogers auditorium at Fort Worth,
Texas.
"Jesus, The Lamb of God" has been used in two one-half
hour segments on Nashville Cable TV, but were combined
for the public showing.
Asked to indicate how they learned of the program, most
of the audience who responded had seen it in the newspapers. Small newspaper ads were used on several days beginning on the previous Saturday, and a larger one carried on
Wednesday and Thursday.
The production uses scenes from the Genesis Project,
including Abraham offering Isaac, the birth of Jesus, his
baptism, miracles, crucifixion and resurrection.
The Genesis Project is a professional film series that enacts
portions of the Bible in the Holy Land, using local actors. Its
purpose is to put the entire Bible on film.
In October the film "Behold Your King" was shown to 800
in the Will Rogers Auditorium. Comments and questions
afterward indicated that it was well received. Advertising was
essentially the same as for the March showing.

"Interesting but so what! If there is a way of escape
through Christ, what is it? What is the pit?"
"I'd surely love to believe that God directed the building of this monument to Christ's resurrection with its
mysteries to be revealed to us." (From a doctor)
"Too much religion."
"Very informative — any other information literature
available (Biblical) that you can give in your
presentation?"
"Excellent presentation though some non-Biblical followers seemed insulted about the correlation."
"I am sorry but I do not believe there is any connection
between the Great Pyramid and the Bible ..."
"As an Evangelical Christian ... the awesome character
of the pyramids is beautifully suggestive of God's character; the comparison is truly possible and if so ... if
this is God's architecture ... how tremendously
exciting!"
See Harvest page 8
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Protestants, Jews Criticize
New U.S. — Vatican Linkup
By Steven R. Weisman
1984 N. Y Times News Service (Jan. 1 /984)

WASHINGTON — The United States and the Vatican established
full diplomatic relations Tuesday for the first time in 117 years.
The step, announced here and at the Vatican, was described by
spokesmen for the Reagan administration as aimed at improving
communications at a time when Pope John Paul II has become
increasingly involved in international affairs.
But it touched off strong criticism among Protestant groups, as
well as some Jewish and human rights groups, who assailed the
move as a violation of the traditional separation of church and
state.

ABC News Nightline:
U.S. — Vatican Relations
The following excerpts are from Ted Koppel's discussion
with heads of representative groups regarding the establishment of diplomatic relations between the U.S. and the Vatican, ABC News Nightline, January 10, 1984:

Koppel: There are those — not bigots — who are concerned about
the blurring of the line between church and state. Concerned also
about the Catholic church playing a role in its relationship with the
U.S. government unique among all religious groups. It is this that
we will be discussing. Henry Siegman (Executive Director of American Jewish Congress, New York), Why do you oppose this?
Siegman: This issue is the constitution of the U.S. which as indicated prohibits the establishment of religion. We oppose it because
we believe that the establishment of formal diplomatic relations is
in fact an establishment of religion.
ABC's Rome Correspondent, Bill Blackemore: Ambassadorial status will give U.S. diplomats here more access to the rich sources of
information on the Vatican's diplomatic circuit ... It will also give
new clout to the Vatican's own ages-old diplomatic corps ... A few
forces within the Vatican itself are already arguing that John Paul is
already too political for a pope and that he should spend more time
teaching Christian revelation, and that the formal additions of the
superpowers U.S. diplomatic corps will only acclerate this tendency.
Vatican Bureau chief for the Italian Newspaper La Stompa: Everyone (at the Vatican is) very pleased. Big victory for the Vatican
diplomacy which is ... to play a political role more and more in the
world."
Koppel: The Vatican exercising more political control? That is
exactly what many Americans do not want. As a political institution, the Vatican is feared by some.
Reply: ... changing image. Before, the church was more something
— spiritual than political institution. But Vatican wants to play a
role for peace.
Koppel: Dr. Malachi Martin (former Professor of Theology at the
Vatican Institute for Bible Studies in Rome), this quote is a particularly popular one — "the church has had its bad popes." What,
after 20 years or so down the road if they get a bad pope again —
does that change the balance?
Martin: No it doesn't. This is a question of power. One power, the
U.S., feels its power can be enhanced by what the other power, the
Holy See can give it. I am quite sure that the State Department ten
years down the line, if it happened that you had a bad pope would
say, Sorry we are withdrawing our ambassador. This is not a question of religious devotion or party. It is a question of pragmatic
objective.
Koppel: Tell me what you think the U.S. gains from the
relationship?
Martin: Let me tell you what we could have gained already. Had we
had it we would have had a direct wire into Iran when our people
were prisoners. We would have known the Russians were not going

to invade Poland in 80 and 81. We would have a far greater appreciation of what's going on among 347 million Catholics from Mexico to the [Far East]. If we had ambassadorial relations those in the
U.S. government who were concerned about illegal money entering
the U.S. from organized crime would have at their beck and call
information and pipe lines they haven't got at the present moment.
Koppel: You are telling me a fascinating thing — by implication
until we have diplomatic relations the church wasn't going to give
up that kind of information. Henry Siegman, We have now heard
some practical reasons why this might be in the future, and might
have been in the past, in U.S. interests. Are you still concerned?
Siegman: Yes, one does not bend the constitution to serve national
interests. The constitution is in itself of overriding national interest.
Koppel: Some may be confused about the nature of the State of
Israel ... Is this not a case where we have diplomatic relations with
a religious state?
Siegman: No. The state of Israel is a secular democratic state. Even
if the state of Israel were to profess Judaism as the state religion,
there are many other Arab countries that do. Egypt, for example,
professes Islam as the state religion. That doesn't mean that Egypt
is a religion or a church. It is still a state that happens to have
adopted Islam as a state religion.
Koppel: Or you could say the United Kingdom.
Siegman: Exactly, now just because the Catholic church happens to
run a little side business and have a state, it doesn't mean by virtue
of that enterprise that it is essentially a state. It still remains a
church.
Koppel: Practicality, constitutional principle, Malachi, what you
seem to be saying to me is that the church represents an extraordinary source of useful intelligence for the U.S., therefore ought to be
tapped.
Martin: And power. If the government judges that it's good for us
to have diplomatic relations with the Vatican I am all for it ...
As for those who say we must have relations with every major
church, well the only answer is that any church that enjoys the
power, prestige and intelligence and influence of the Vatican we
should have relations with them.
Bishop Phillip Cousin (President of National Council of Churches):
That pragmatic argument ... because the Vatican is powerful, I
don't think that is in keeping with the principles of our government
which says that we must have freedom of worship and religious
freedom. The government guaranteed that, and to have diplomatic
relations with the Vatican seems to give preferential treatment to
the Roman Catholic church ... It can have some serious consequences when you think in terms of political influence — when the
pope is a spiritual leader and not a temporal leader. The power of
the pope and his influence in the Vatican come as the result of his
being the head of a church and not the head of a secular state.
Koppel: Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, do you feel uncomfortable with all this talk of practicality?
Moynihan: Bishop Cousin expresses a genuine concern and if we
could have a relationship with the World Council of Churches
which is an important organization, I would be for that.
Koppel: Henry Siegman, what is the worst think you can see coming from this? Allow your imagination free rein -- how could it be
bad?
Siegman: It is bad because it represents an erosion of a very important constitutional principle, and I would like to give you an analogy that points up the danger and also the principle in respect to
the Vatican. President Reagan has personal advisors who serve as
liaison with the Catholic Church, with the Jewish community
domestically — that is perfectly alright — communication between
this government and other religious groups is in order. But if you
were to establish a governmental office, say Secretary for relations
with the Catholic church, or with the Jewish or Protestant community, I think everyone would readily concede that that is an
establishment of religion which the constitution prohibits.
❑
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PROFILES IN HARVEST WORK
The Lancaster Bible Students
From Shopping Mall to Bible Book Store

"We believe in being an active class," says Brother Harley
Yerkes, an elder in the Lancaster (Pennsylvania) Bible Students. "We pursue any opportunity that comes along: tracting, public witness, follow up letter ... There are 1,001 ways
to get the Truth out to the public." While the small class of
nine consecrated (and 12 unconsecrated children) may not
have tried all 1,001, they may zealously have come close. The
class was established several years ago in the Amish heartland after two families moved to the area, worked on some
projects together, and others joined them.

they sent out a gift coupon
to 200 local churches ...

"The latest project has been a Bible book store. "The
bookstore is an individual effort, but the class supports it,
and it is staffed by brethren on a volunteer basis," says
Brother Yerkes. When asked why they decided to open a
bookstore, he replies: "it was not to get into the bookselling
business. The bookstore is a means to an end — public witnessing." He then explains that the Lord led them to the
decision "step by step" after having a booth in a farmer's
market for a year. When the market went out of business,
the Yerkes decided to turn their garage into a store ...
Almost two years later, after getting manual help from
brethren literally all over the country, the two-story Bethel
Bookstore was born.
The official Grand Opening was on Feb. 3, and local
newspapers did write-ups with a photo of the store. Under
the heading "Christian Bookstore Opens," the Jan. 31 Penny
Saver wrote:

Sharing the Truth on Campus

What is it like to share the Divine Plan with a mainline
Christian group on campus? Brother Mike Knapp and Sister
Linda Tivador, students at the National College of Education in Evanston, IL, are finding it a mixture of joy and
sorrow.
After attending a few campus Bible studies with InterVarsity for Christ, they had "The Tabernacle of God" presentation shown to the group. Because of Brother Mike's knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures, many in the
group started looking to him as the answer man whenever
they had questions, and the leaders asked him to start leading a study. "But when they got to the point of the Trinity,"
said one brother, "they all started heading for the exits. In
fact, they invited him to leave. They didn't want to meet with
anyone who didn't believe in the Trinity."
Some in the group started telling the others, "Watch them
— they are a cult," said Brother Mike. Such fear mongering
seems to have backfired and stirred up curiosity instead, as
Brother Mike explains: "To have people come to your (dormitory) door and ask 'what's going on?' and then have an
opportunity to give them a Divine Plan spiel is great." What
does he say when he is asked, "why don't you believe in the
Trinity?" Simple: "Because it denies the ransom." This leads
to a study of the ransom and the two salvations, instead of
just getting bogged down on the Trinity.
After he suggested to the group leaders that they get
together and have a study on the ransom, they said: "Well,
we've got to stick to Biblical subjects." Mike and Linda's
noncombative spirit and consecration to the Lord is gaining
them the respect of some. At least one person has come up
to them and said, "I've been watching you, just to see if you
are really doing what you say." A few of the more openminded ones from the group are meeting with them, and
they have started a 5th Volume study on Tuesday nights.
One of them is Mike's roommate, who was especially concerned about the subject of eternal torment. "He really
appreciates the Truth he has learned," said Mike, "he told
me, 'now that I don't have hell hanging over my head, I feel
See Campus page 8

"The 'Bethel Bookstore' specializes in 'classic' Christian
literature. Mr. Yerkes explained that 'this means Christian books and reference materials dating largely from
the 1800's and early 1900 period ... The bookstore is
staffed by volunteers who are students of the Scriptures, well qualified to explain the difference in Bible
translations and how to use Bible reference materials
... Workshops on profitable Bible study and programs
planned around a series of Biblical dioramas are being
planned for the future ..."
For the Grand Opening, they sent out gift coupons to 200
local churches and to the class's list of names. "When they
come in they'll get a free copy of the Divine Plan of the
Ages," said Brother Yerkes. To help increase sales, they also
had jackets made for each of the volumes, which include a
biography of Pastor Russell. Brother Yerkes says they are
"trying to sell volumes, and people today do not buy books
unless they know something about the author and what the
book is about. Just about all the books published today have
an information jacket."
See Bookstore page 8

Harley and Cheryl Yerkes at work in their bookstore.
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HARVEST PROFILES
Bookstore from page 7
One of the full time volunteers is 90 year old Sister
Florence Roberts of Azusa, CA, who responded to a notice
in the Newsletter. Sister Florence jokingly said she never
thought she'd end up as a cashier in a bookstore when she
came in the Truth.

"Guess what the subject is!?"
"Sister Florence is unique," says Brother Yerkes, "she sets
out to discuss something and before you know it, it's turned
to the Truth and that gets to the Volumes and somehow a
volume gets placed." They have many discussions with ministers who want to "check us out."
He tells of a visit by a young man who was writing a term
paper. "Guess what the subject is!? Why God permits evil!"
So he went right to the first volume and told him the subject
"was dealt with over 80 years ago" and said it would help
him out.

"you can imagine all the quilts and
candles and cookies, and then there's
us ..."
The store could still use more full or part-time help, preferably a sister. For the time being, Brother Yerkes has been
able to work in the store more than he had planned. Two
weeks before the Grand Opening, he was laid off from his
job.
Twice a year, the class has a witness effort in a shopping
mall, using a Lundquist model. This is when the mall sponsors "Community Days" and several hundred local churches
and non-profit groups participate. The theme is generally
hand-crafted goods made by group members. "We are the
only ones with books — Truth material — along with the
Lundquist model," says Brother Yerkes, "You can imagine all
the quilts and candles and cookies, and then there's us with
our books and tabernacle model."

"How long did it take you to memorize that?"

What is the effect of the model? "It serves as a conversation piece, a vehicle for witnessing, because people want to
know all about it. In this area, many people have studied the
tabernacle, except they have everything represent Jesus — so
we really have to know our Scriptures." Brother Yerkes
observes that big cities have faster crowds, but in Lancaster
the people linger. "There are over 500 churches in the area,
and they know we're here." The Mennonites, who have a life
size replica of the Tabernacle in Lancaster asked Brother
Yerkes to give a talk on the subject. Afterwards, they asked
him, "How long did it take you to memorize that?" He replied, "You can't just memorize it, you have to believe it."

What kind of results have come from five years of all these
efforts? "No, there's not a lot of people coming into the
Truth," says Brother Yerkes. "But one new sister will be
immersed soon, and one is 'coming along.' " They have also
recontacted a number of brethren associated with the Truth
in the past, and some meet with them regularly. One of these
is Sister Emma Noutch, 86, who is confined to a nursing
home, but helped to get Truth films shown there each month
for the past three years. Another who was contacted was a
sister in her 90's who was a colporteur and knew Brother
Russell, but she had become a J.W.
What effects have these projects had on the ecclesia? "1
always feel it draws the class together," says Sister Linda
Koreny, "Its almost like you can see the Lord's hand in
bringing the people to you ... I was frightened the first time
we went to serve at Park City Mall, but now I really like it
and look forward to it."

•••

Truth on Campus from page 7
a lot more at ease with life.' He's looking into the Reprints,
Strong's, and the Volumes. When he told his Dad, he got
hot about it, because he was concerned his son was getting
into a cult. But he's doing fine."
Another student who has been meeting with them somewhat was thinking of becoming a Catholic priest. "But now
he's decided against it because of the Truth he has learned,"
said Brother Mike. He is having a more difficult struggle
with the Truth, however: "He can't handle the controversy.
He wants to believe it. He says 'it sounds great, but you're
going against the whole system,' " Brother Mike said.
Brother Mike sums up their experiences by saying, "We're
trying to make people see the earthly Kingdom. This plan
answers all the questions Christians have, and it solves all the
seeming contradictions. I don't know if any numbers will
come out of it, but its been a great experience for us."
Brother Mike and Sister Linda are members of Northern
Illinois Bible Students.
Harvest from page 5
Chicago Polish Bible Students
The tract "Little Known Facts About Hell," originally published by the Columbus Ohio Bible Students, has been translated into the Polish language and is currently being used as
a quarter-page ad in Polish newspapers in Chicago, Detroit
and New York. It offers the Polish booklet, "The Truth
About Hell" and the response is reported to be "very
gratifying."
New Tabernacle Show Draws Interest
"The Tabernacle of God "was shown to the public by the
Bible Students of Southeast Michigan on February 18.
About 12 public came to the audio-visual slide presentation
that was produced by the Northern Illinois Bible Students.
After the presentation, most of the public stayed to see
and ask questions about the second part — the Lundquist
Tabernacle model that was set up in front of the hall.
As a result, two requested to attend studies.
Advertising included $300 for two newspaper ads, 5,000
tracts, and 100 posters.
In regard to the smaller than expected turnout, one sister
said, "we've gotten spoiled by the large turnouts to For This
Cause," but added that the subject seemed to draw more
serious-minded Christians.
0

OLD SOLDIERS OF THE CROSS PASS 100 MILESTONE

Nears Record photo — Eric A. Felack

On January 21, Brother James Jordan
celebrated his 100th birthday with relatives at the Valley View Nursing Home
where he lives, in the Pittsburgh area.
An article in the Pittsburgh Press and
one in the local Jan. 27, 1984 North
Hills News Record reviewed his
accomplishments from which a few
excerpts are given:
... Although James Jordan
finds it hard to communicate on
certain days, his niece rattles off
his former jobs which range from
a surveyor for a defunct Western
railroad to violinist for the San
Francisco Opera Company. During World War I, he helped the
Army Corps of Engineers maintain dams on the Ohio River.
"Before 1910, Uncle Jim was
hired as a civil engineer for Miles
City, Montana" Mrs. Pinkerton
says. "It was his job to find the
cause of leaks in a water system
that was being installed at the
time. Uncle Jim noticed the Chinese coolies working on the project were using sharp pickaxes to
move wooden troughs into place.
And this turned out to be the
cause of the city's leaky water
line."
After finishing the job, Mrs.
Pinkerton says her Uncle Jim, a
fine pianist and violinist, then
toured with the San Francisco
Symphony and its opera company for several months before
returning to Pittsburgh.
During his career as a civil
engineer, Mr. Jordan helped
design some of the bridges in the
Pittsburgh area. He was
employed for 50 years by Allegheny County.
See Brother Jordan page 10

Ithaca Journal photo — Richard Marshall

"It's funny how certain things stick
with you," says Brother Howard
Mickle Corner of the New Brunswick,
N. J. Ecclesia who just turned 100
years old this past January 18th. His
ability to recite poetry puts most of us
younger ones to shame, and he can
recount much from the past.
He and his wife Emma, who died in
1969, came into the truth shortly after
they were married in 1905, through his
mother and father. Brother Comer tells
how his mother first got the truth:
"I never knew my mother to sit
down and read a book. I never
saw her read a book in her life.
But there was this colporteur by
the name of Tassel. She sold my
mother this book — and my
mother read it. It was the first
volume."
Eventually, Brother Comer became
an elder in the small class of Plainfield
New Jersey Bible Students. One of
Brother Comer's favorite memories is
the time he drove Brother Russell to
and from a public talk in his car, and
had time to show him around Plainfield. Brother Comer and his family
often attended the Brooklyn Tabernacle, and had dinner at the Bethel. He
remembers Brother Russell's sense of
humor: "Someone asked Brother Russell a question, and he said 'If you get
to heaven before I do, you ask Peter
what he meant — I don't know.'"
Brother Corner relates how the
Plainfield class cleaned up an old theatre to show the Photo-Drama for a
week. One night, Brother Comer says
with a laugh, he had to operate the
projector when the regular man didn't
show up, but he put the film of
Brother Russell in backwards by
accident.
See Brother Cotner page 10

Completing the second year of his
second century on January 16, Brother
King Barrett marked his attainment
with a group of friends, relatives and
some staff at the care center with a
birthday cake and tea. A friend writes
of him, "He is always happy, very
appreciative of anything done for him
and quick to give our Heavenly
Father the credit. He asks to have the ,
Manna read every day, and always has
a good comment afterward."
Sister Lydia Hanham who provided
him a home and care after his wife's
death for 13 years, visits him daily.
"Brother Barrett does not suffer much
pain, but is very weary," she said.
"When I asked what he wanted for
Christmas, after some thought, he said:
`Just find out why the delay for the
dear Lord to call me home.' This is his
great desire," she said, "and I hope for
him it will not be much longer."
An article in the Jan. 26, 1984
Cowichan Leader, Duncan, B.C., billed
him as,
102 YEARS YOUNG
"I always had something in life
to do." That, says 102-year-old
King Barrett, a resident at the
extended care unit in Duncan,
has been the key to his longevity
Over the course of his working
life, he held jobs as a meter
reader and also became involved
in painting and decorating. "I
was a house painter," he recalls.
"I decorated the house from the
top to the bottom."
Now in the twilight of his lifetime, "the King" gets tired quite
often and requries a great deal of
See Brother Barrett page 10
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NEW BRETHREN IN CHRIST
Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the
desires of thine heart." Psalms 37:4

Immersed at Winnipeg, Manitoba on December 18:
Brother Don and Sister Freya Ostapovich, New South
Wales, Australia. See account below.
Immersed at Hope, Indiana, January 22:
Brother Alvin Hailstorks, Columbus Indiana Ecclesia, is a
co-worker of Brother Ron Chastain.
Immersed at Fort Worth, Texas, March 17:
Sister Diane Thomas of Dallas Texas has a Truth
background

Deaths from page 3
• Sister Zofia Polniaszek terminated her Christian walk on
March I at the age of 90 years, in Hot Springs, Arkansas
where she had made her home the past few years with her
younger son Steven, and his wife Mary. She is survived
also by a son Walter, and his wife, Sister Mary Edwards
of North Carolina; four grandchildren; six greatgrandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild.
Sister Zofia was a member of the Polish Bible Students
over 50 years while living in Chicago, and her late husband Brother Stephan, was an elder there for many years
until his death about 1969. Both were engaged in the Polish radio work and his tape recordings are being used to
this day in witnessing.
Brother Edmund Jezuit conducted the service.
Solitude

Brother Don Ostapovich's consecration was the result of a
contact with Brother Garry Gowryluk of the Winnipeg
Ecclesia that began in high school. After graduation, Brother
Don traveled to Australia where he met Sister Freya.
Returning to Canada they became close friends with Brother
Garry and his wife, Sister Ruth, who had come from Australia. The Gowryluks shared the truth with them and they
attended meetings in Winnipeg, traveling 100 miles each
Sunday.
This past December, the Ostapovichs returned to Canada
for a family visit and asked that a baptismal service be
arranged for them. In a testimony, Brother Don said the
December 2 Manna text and comments were especially appropriate for them, and that they had come to appreciate the
Volumes very much, also the faithful writing and supply of
tapes from the Garry Gowryluks, in their isolation. Their
address: 24 Tarella Road, Wentworth Falls 2782, New South
Wales, Australia.

I needed the quiet, so He drew me aside —
into the shadow, where we could confide;
Away from the hustle, where all the day long
I hurried and worried,' when active and strong.

I needed the quiet, though at first I rebelled.
But gently, so gently, my cross he upheld,
And whispered so sweetly of spiritual things;
Though weakened in body, my spirit took wings
To heights never dreamed of, when active and gay.
He loved me so gently, He drew me away —
I needed the quiet, no prison my bed,
But a beautiful Valley of blessing instead;
A place to grow riches, in God, to hide.
I needed the quiet, so He drew me aside.
One of Bro. Corner's favorite poems.

Old Soldiers of the Cross
Brother Jordan from page 9
Brother Jordan was the secretary
and an elder of the Pittsburgh Bible
Students Ecclesia from its inception in
1929 when a group of brethren formed
it after leaving the Watchtower
Society. Brother James and his wife,
Sister Clara (Hollister), however, had
left the Society about eleven years earlier. He came into the Truth in Pittsburgh, sometime prior to Brother Russell's death.

Brother Comer from

page 9

After Brother Russell died, a great
trial arose over the seventh volume,
splitting the small class down the middle. The Corners met with a few others
who refused to accept the seventh
volume as "Pastor Russell's posthumous work," but eventually they all
moved away. They were isolated for
about forty years until they came in
touch with the New Brunswick class in

1964 as the result of a public witness
effort. Brother Comer says they were
able to sustain themselves spiritually
during those years of isolation by
studying the Volumes.
In a formal proclamation, Ithaca,
N.Y. Major John C. Gutenberger
declared January 18, 1984 as Howard
M. Corner Day. The proclamation
read in part:
"Mr. Cotner worked at his trade
until the age of 74, where he actively
promoted and developed amicable
relationships between labor and
management and where he won the
respect and trust of all ... he maintains an avid interest in progress
and development and is a valued
member of our community and
society as a whole."
The January 19 Ithaca Journal ran a
large photo of Brother Corner on the
front page.
Brother Corner has been a resident
at Ithacare in Ithaca, N.Y. since he
moved there in July to be closer to his
daughter, Elma Tamarin.

Brother Barrett from page 9
rest. But, for a man of 102, he
still can be amazingly sharp
when well-rested.
Brother Barrett and his wife Minnie,
symbolized their consecrations
together. In 1916 he was working with
a Brother Chandler who gave such
good Bible answers to his questions, he
began to read the first Volume for
himself.

When I remember all the friends
once linked together,
I've seen around me fall like
leaves in wintry weather,
I feel like one who treads alone
some banquet hall deserted,
Whose lights are fled
whose garlands dead,
And all but me departed.
Robert Frost
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OUR BRETHREN SPEAK
"And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto
our God." Psa. 40:3

Testimonies given at Chicago New Year's Convention,

December 31 - January 1:
Wants Family to Know Truth
Brother Tom Gilbert, Nebraska Bible Students.

"... Perhaps you have heard me speak of my parents ...
more than anything we would like to have our family come
to understand the Truth. This has always been my wish and
an elusive one, but what I appreciate is that my parents
always get the best witness, not from their son but from
other brethren with whom they come in contact. At Thanksgiving time, we were out shopping with my parents. My
father and I were in the parking lot when a car came toward
us and stopped. It was Sister Ruth Kowalski and her sister
Martha; we talked a short time. Going into the store my dad
said: 'You know, I envy you because you can go anywhere in
the U.S. and there are people who know and love you,' and I
appreciate that too. Sometimes we go through periods when
we feel we are not worthy to be loved by anyone. I appreciate the witness this kind of love has with my family, and
with others. May we all be an effective witness to all with
whom we come in contact."
Logic of Truth Appealed
Brother Walter Schlacht, Southeast Michigan Ecclesia.

"I want to thank the Lord for allowing me to come here. I
never testified before a group of people like this. I am consecrated for just over a year and I am almost through with the
Volume studies. It seems the more I learn the less I knew
while I was going to the nominal system. The more I read, I
want to embrace it more. I just hope I can stay in the narrow
way. There is a saying, 'Where there is beauty there is truth,
and where there is truth there is beauty.' There is also a third
part ... 'there is logic.' The truth is all so logical. I think that
is what appealed to me."
Brother Escapes Death
Sister Joy Thompson, Kalispell Montana Ecclesia.

"We have so much to be thankful for. The Lord has blessed
us with challenges, opportunities, trials and it's all working
out for our good. We are thankful for the Lord's protection
of Roy (Thompson). Most of you know about the tree falling on his head — it broke his neck but he is fine now. It
could have been instant death or paralysis but the Lord saw
that he might need more development. We were thankful
that He overruled because all of us — our class and our family, need one another ...
"An article we read before we left said: 'Any blessing we
receive is unmerited grace.' If we ever think, I deserve something better, He doesn't have to give us anything ... One of
the lessons I have learned is that the grass is not greener on
the other side. When we say that, it is because we are not
planting grass on our own side. You can't blame a situation
on any person — you have to deal with whatever is happening and change your own attitude and it automatically
changes what you see as greener on the other side of the
fence ... "

"I am here because of witness activity"
Sister Lyn York, Southeast Michigan Ecclesia.

"I am glad to be here and I know I am here because of the
grace of the Lord and the witness activity of the brethren. I
bought the first volume at the 1981 Fair and it was just
before I was ready to go into the Catholic instruction at the
church. I took the book home — it looked very interesting
but it also looked difficult and I thought, certainly the people
at the Catholic church would know all these things, and I
would learn them all in class, so I set the book aside. I went
through Catholic instruction and when it came time for the
class to be baptized I was the only one in the class that
wasn't because [in the Catholic church as an adult, you have
to be confirmed Catholic if you want to be baptized but] I
did not feel I was ready to do that.
"So I made my vows to Him privately and I believe at that
time that I did receive the spirit and was begotten of the holy
Spirit. It was immediately after that, that Sister Mary began
to call me as a part of the follow up system the class uses.
She called me three or four times in a couple of months. She
talked and I listened, and I am sure that must have been discouraging, but she finally brought out something that they
teach in the church — 'Do you think the kingdom is being
established on the earth by the (Catholic) church? (they say
that it is). I could see that it wasn't. She asked if I would like
to have a study in my home — I said yes, and they have
come now for a year and a half.
"I want to say that the effort is very much appreciated. I
know that a lot of you are engaged in witness activity and
many times it probably seems kind of futile and useless, but
it is greatly appreciated. I just wanted to encourage you and
publicly thank the friends for I am very grateful to be here."
Despair Changed to Joy
Sister Charlotte Copersmith, Chicago Bible Students.

"I always thought I had a strong character and it proved
itself in many instances. But an incident had happened in my
life — with the brethren, and it concerned the ecclesia
there was a decision to be made, and I was determined that I
was not going to that ecclesia anymore. I was in the depths
of real despair and sorrow for myself, losing strength. So I
said to my husband, I don't think I can go to the ecclesia
today, and I had thought that I could. But I knew it would
be an awful trial for me because my pride was in the way.
But I had to toss and turn all night and make the decision
one way or the other.
"Just as soon as I' was determined that I would not see the
brethren anymore ... a phone call came in from dear
Brother Leonard Jezuit to Frank asking us to have breakfast
with them that morning. They had never done that before. I
was in no mood for anything like that, but I can't believe it
now the way it happened. We went to this lovely restaurant
and had wonderful fellowship, and I thought to myself,
Where have I been? How could I do such a thing — going
off on a course of my own.
"I praise the Lord and I thank Him for all of you. The
love of all of you was in my heart and I did not know it.
God bless you all."
See Brethren page 12
71P.
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Brethren from page 11

"For This Cause" Recent Blessing
Sister Alpha Koterba, Paterson New Jersey Ecclesia.

Great to Hear Truth on TV
Brother Mike Gowryluk, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

"This past year has been wonderful in many respects. The
most recent blessing was putting on the Polish version of
"For This Cause" in New Jersey and New York. We have
one Polish brother in New Jersey and one in New York.
There are no Polish classes in the New England area anymore. Both of these brethren are rather recently in the Truth.
They never had the experience of putting on a public meeting, so it was the first all way round, and very encouraging
to see their enthusiasm.
"I want to thank the Polish class of Chicago for helping us
in this matter because it turned out to be a tremendous blessing. The hall was full on both occasions. We had a hall at a
Polish community center in Jersey where 80% Polish live,
and in the Methodist church in Brooklyn where they have
very few coming to the church. When they saw a packed
house they couldn't believe it. Two of the young men that
came to the New Jersey showing came out to the first Polish
meeting — we have a meeting once a month at our house for
the benefit of these 2 Polish brethren, and the few in the area
that are here from Poland temporarily.
"One of the things I have been learning is how differently
we as new creatures analyze our experiences and relate them
to the Lord's will; how we can look at the same experience
and arrive at different conclusions as to how the Lord is
dealing with us. It made me realize how important it is to
know where we are going and why, and to learn to recognize
the providences of the Lord in our own lives. We cannot
expect others to see the same providential leadings because
really none of us knows how the Lord is leading the individual's life."

"... I am thankful to our Heavenly Father for helping me
this last year. A year ago I would go to a shopping center
and look around for a place to sit down, but today I feel so
much better. I am also thankful for the privilege to portray
the message of truth which some brethren figure should be
done away with now — 'the time is too late, the door is just
about shut.' But we get the responses and they are really
heartwarming, and sometimes there is financial help also. So
the brethren preparing the scripts are hunting the Reprints
and the Volumes, and getting a blessing finding these truths
for those who put out the message, whether there is a hearing ear or not. When you have a half-hour tape on five days
a week at 9:30 in the morning, they get the message of truth
to the people, and I'm sure there are hearts that appreciate it.
"The Ukrainian Dawn was published every month and
was quite a chore for the two brethren doing it to get material from the Volumes and Reprints and Scriptures, so they
changed it to every two months. When I was in Edmonton
and Calgary to arrange for "For This Cause", I talked to a
few that receive that journal, and one said: 'Why didn't they
ask us for more money — we would be willing to pay more
money to get it every month?' Here he was, way out there
and very satisfied with the message he was getting from the
work that's been done by a couple of brethren in Winnipeg.
So I am sure there are many more of the same mind, but
don't have the zeal to go all the way.
"Our Lord said, 'Go into all the world and preach the
gospel' and when you hear so much error on the TV and
radio, it's heartwarming to hear a good message there. I am
sure the Lord will reward those that have the privilege. We
have a dialogue, a monologue, a moderator and two
brethren. So we have these programs developed in Winnipeg
and they are sent to four different places — five soon. We
hope there are minds that will be opened even if the kingdom comes into full establishment, they will have this in
mind and remember these wonderful words."

Keys Unlock Bible's Harmony
Brother David Hrechuk, Winnipeg Manitoba Bible

Students.
"Looking over the past year we have had many experiences
of development in witnessing as a result of our activities in
the class. I will mention one. We had occasion to visit an
elderly lady who expressed an interest. She came to our class
and then we went to talk with her to prepare her for a class
study in the fourth volume. We were there for 2 hours or
more. She knew the Scriptures and was quoting them, but
what struck me was, she did not 'rightly divide the Word of
truth.' Even though she knew the Scriptures she could not
put them in the right time frame, as a result they were
jumbled and did not make any harmony.
"That caused me to reflect on how I have been schooled in
the school of Christ and thankful to see that many different
scriptures in the Bible that appear to be contradictory, but
when we use the keys to unlock God's goodness and knowledge then we can see the harmony and beauty, for which I
am grateful.
"Another special blessing this past year was to see the
further growth of my Sister Debbie and her desire to serve
the Lord."

Sister Victoria Gruszka, Metro Detroit Class.

"... A dream to put on a public effort in Tecumseh, Michigan area was fulfilled in October with a showing there of
"For This Cause" with a good response. The next day we
covered the Dearborn area and had many blessings there.
Then we had some flea market experience. My way of witnessing to them was to refer them to the chart ... pointing
out its different features. Many were interested. One Jewish
fellow said he knew all about the holocaust, and we were telling him about the blessing of the Jewish nation. Then he
said: 'If God was so interested why did he permit them to go
through the holocaust?' I offered him the booklet on Zionism, but he didn't want it. Another fellow — an Arab just
learning the language — was there and heard me describing
some of the features of the Messianic age, and Israel's restoration. He said: 'Does that include all cultures?' I said, 'Yes,
the whole world, all that have every lived.' He said, 'I can't
believe,' so I offered him the first volume as it would be on
the level he could understand. These were some of the blessings we received in witnessing. When we had the showing in
Dearborn, at the end of the program Brother Dan Kaziak
invited the people to go to the book table ... they just rushed
out into the hall and congregated around the table ... they
were so interested. I thank the Lord for all these opportunities to express this truth so others might be blessed by it."
See Brethren page 16

"Effective prayer implies sacrifice, and consequent suffering." Faith's Foundations, p. 151.
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SERVING THE BRETHREN
"Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; ... by love serve
one another." Galatians 5:13

Portland Area Bible Students
Pyramid Passages
The reprinting of Pyramid Passages by John and Morton
Edgar is being considered as the volume is out of stock. The
Ecclesia has the plates from their first reprinting which
makes the project feasible. They estimate that another 200
orders added to a base order of 500 already in hand, would
justify the reprinting.
The Ecclesia asks, therefore, that brethren and ecclesias
write them if they wish to have additional copies of the
volume. The estimated cost would be five or six dollars per
copy. Send no money at this time — only the number of
copies desired. Write to the address below and mention
Pyramid Passages.
Benjamin Barton's Discourses
The Ecclesia's project of bringing all the talks by Brother
Barton together in one volume has been progressing.
Brethren have been helpful in bringing to light a quantity of
his talks formerly unknown to the Ecclesia.
The book will include about forty discourses, an appendix
of his poetry, and will run to some 600 pages. It will go to
press possibly in late fall, and be available early next year.
The cost cannot be determined until the quantity to be
printed is known.
Now that the deadline is approaching, any brethren wanting copies of the book who have not yet written, are
requested to do so within the next two months. Brethren
who have written already are asked not to write again as this
would duplicate a portion of the orders in hand. Mention the
Barton Discourses in your request and send to:
Portland Area Bible Students
P.O. Box 23232
Tigard, OR 97223

Photo-Drama Movies on Video
If you would like to see and hear Pastor Russell on your
T.V. set, motion pictures from the 1914 Photo-Drama are
available on video tape. The one hour of video sequences
include: Pastor Russell's short lectures for the Part 2 Intro,
and Part 3 Intermission and Conclusion; the life of Christ (in
full handpainted color!); Noah, the Sphinx, the Abydos
tablet; and Abraham offering Isaac. The music and lecture
sound tracks are included. Specify Beta or VHS format and
tape speed. Send request with $10 for tape cost to: Brian
Kutscher, 38770 Warren, Westland, Michigan 48185.
Brother Kutscher would like to ask the brethren to check
for old Photo-Drama and other Bible Student motion pictures. "If not stored in a cool, dry place, old nitrate film may
self-combust and explode at 100°F," said Brother Kutscher,
"I have the facilities to copy and store them properly if the
brethren desire this."
"More things are wrought by prayer than this world
dreams of." Tennyson

The Newsletter's Annual Report
The blessings of the past year overwhelm us as we consider
the Lord's goodness. The brethren's support of this paper
which is circulated free of charge, has relieved us of that concern, not only last year but these eleven years past. And it
demonstrates also the soundness of the principle on which
our Pastor conducted his work. If it is the Lord's work, He
will supply the means to carry it on. We give our financial
report herewith in evidence.
There are many fellow laborers in many different ecclesias
who assist the Newsletter and help make it a spiritual benefit
to the brethren. Without the cooperation, encouragement,
input, and (sometimes) patience of so many of the Lord's
people, there would not be much of a Newsletter to send out.
Some help us to continue with the Newsletter service
through their words and letters of encouragement. Some
reassure us that this is a worthwhile work by telling of the
blessing the testimonies or other features have been to them
in times of trial. Others have helped by reporting news,
transcribing tapes, folding and mailing, and heart-fellowship
in prayer.
We thank our heavenly Father for the privileges of service
He has given, and pray that this cooperative effort will continue to be an encouragement to those in the Narrow Way.
Funds at January 1, 1983
Income
Contributions
Interest earned:
Certif's of Dep.
Savings

$20,894.49
$2,922.59
1,791.12
39.42
Total income

Total Funds
Expenditures:
Graphics
Postage
L.D. Phone
Supplies/
Services

4,753.13
$25,647.62

$4,203.55
805.20
537.80
166.21
Total Expenses

Funds at December 31, 1983

5,712.16
$19.935.46

Changes of Address for Services
1. Great Pyramid Pictures
4031 Freedom Ridge Ct.
Columbus, Ohio 43230
(614) 476-3251

2. Bible Students Publications
After April 10 address all tract and booklet orders to:
Tom Ruggirello
720 Bryn Mawr
Roselle, IL 60172

900 Brentwood Drive
Bensenville, IL 60106
or
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CONVENTIONS
"Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the
place where thine honor dwelleth ... in the congregation will
I bless the Lord."Psalms 26:8, 12

April 7, 8 Wilmington, Delaware. Pre-Memorial, Wilmington/ Chesapeake City, Pipe Fitters Local 80, 3320 Capitol
Trail, 2 miles west from 1-95. Six speakers. Opens Sat.
9:30 AM; Baptismal service I I AM; Public discourse,
Sun. 2:30 PM. Reservations and Accommodations: Mrs.
D. Hauke, (302) 368-5525; Mrs. R. MacDonald, (302)
731-1329

April 20-22 Opelousas, Louisiana Second Annual,
Opelousas-Lafayette Ecclesia; Knights of Columbus Hall
#1173, N. Main Street. Four speakers, Study: "Sin offering in Book of Hebrews," Saturday — Panel: "Current
Events in the Middle East," Sunday — Secretary: Mrs.
David Jambor, 713 N. Market, Opelousas, LA 70570.
Phone (318) 942-3058.

April 20-22 Winnipeg, Manitoba Dakota Collegiate Institute, 661 Dakota. Seven speakers, opens Friday 1 PM.
Baptismal service, Sat. 7 PM; closes Sun. 5:30 PM.
Information and Reservations: Frank Boychuk, 263
Moray St., Winnipeg, Man. R3J 3A4

April 20-22 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Ecclesia. St.
Thomas Center, Kenmore, WA. (206) 823-1300. Ten
speakers; opens Fri. 1:30; Baptismal service if requested;
closes Sun. 4 PM. Reservations for lodging and meals —
contact: Teri Brand, (206) 644-1663 or Laurel Kirkham,
774-4020.

April 28, 29 Omaha, Nebraska, Nebraska Bible Students,
Benson Park Pavillion, 7028 Military Ave. Five speakers,
opens Sat. 9:15 AM; symposium, Sunday 9:30 AM; closes
3 PM. Make own motel reservation at least 3 weeks in
advance (horse racing begins same weekend); Best Western: (800) 528-1234 (specify with Bible Students Con.);
Budgetel: (402) 592-5200. Accommodations assistance:
Tom Gilbert, (402) 593-2317.

April 29 Paterson, New Jersey. American Legion, #147
Legion Place, Elmwood Park. Four speakers. Secretary:
Mrs. J. Mitchka, 56 Fencsak Avenue, Box 102, Elmwood
Park, NJ 07407. Phone (201) 791-0368.

May 5, 6 Vancouver, British Columbia. Tony's Banquet Hall,
396 Kamloops Street (north of Hastings). Six speakers.
Secretary: Mrs. L. Bratus, 6842 Nanaimo Street, Vancouver, BC V5P 4L6. Phone (604) 325-6587.

May 5, 6 Detroit, Michigan. Assoc. Bible Students of Metro
Detroit, Spring Annual. Schoolcraft Masonic Temple,
21500 Schoolcraft Road, near 1-96 and Outer Drive exit.
Five speakers. Secretary: Walt W. Wojcik, 13983 Salem
Street, Redford, Mich. 48239. Phone (313) 537-1757.

May 6 Hartford, Connecticut. Sage Park Jr. High School,
Sage Park Road, Windsor, CT. Secretary: Mrs. John
Coccia, 10 Light St., Enfield, CT 06082. Phone: (203)
749-8763.

May 26-28 Chicago, Illinois. Annual Memorial Day. Elk
Grove High School, 500 N. Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove
Village, IL. Secretary: George Tabac, 900 Brentwood
Avenue, Bensenville, IL 60106. Phone (312) 595-0984.

June 2, 3 Los Angeles, California. Divine Plan Bible Students, University at LaVerne, 1950 Third St., La Verne,
CA. Secretary: Mrs. Leon Millin, 16923 Labrador Street,
Sepulveda, CA 91343. Phone (818) 893-3755.

June 3 Waterbury, Connecticut. Y.W.C.A., 80 Prospect
Street. Programs and information from: Mrs. Anthony
Tsimonis, P.O. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721.

June 9, 10 Pontiac, Michigan. Pontiac/ Warren Ecclesia.
Southfield Masonic Temple, 26596 Evergreen Road,
Southfield, MI. Secretary: Mrs. 0. Lockwood, 110 W.
South Blvd., Rochester, MI. Phone: (313) 852-4267.

June 15-17 Greensboro, North Carolina. Eighth Annual,
Holiday Inn — Airport at 1-40 & SR 68. Five speakers.
Baptismal service. Secretary: Mrs. Dean Keaton, 2108
Glenside Drive, Greensboro, NC 27405.

June 17 Agawam, Massachusetts. Assoc. Bible Students,
Ramada Inn, 161 Bridge Street at 1-91, Warehouse Point,
CT (Exit 45, East Windsor). Secretary: Mrs. Leslie Hindle, 39 Park Hill, Broad Brook, CT 06016. Phone (203)
623-6591.

July 7, 8 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Annual, Douglass
College. Secretary: Mrs. Robert E. Gray, 81 Braeton Way,
Freehold, NJ 07728. Phone (201) 431-5221.

July 13-15 Lakewood, Colorado. Annual Colorado Bible
Students. (Location to be announced) Secretary Jim
Moss, 13760 W. 7th Avenue, Golden, CO 80401.

July 18-22 Hiram, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 10th,
Hiram College. 22 speakers. Study outline to be sent with
programs; children's classes planned. Convention Secretary: Dudley Chastain, 1903 Northern Road, Nabb, IN
47147.

September 21-23 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible
Students Annual. 2 studies; Book of Job, Book of
Psalms. For accommodations contact Mrs. Jerry Leslie,
10034 S.W. 52nd Ave., Portland, OR 97219.

September 29, 30 Piqua, Ohio. 46th Annual, Y.W.C.A.,
418 N. Wayne. Four Speakers. For information contact
secretary: Mrs. I. J. Peddemors, 222 Walker Street,
Piqua, OH 45356.

October 27, 28 Connellsville Pennsylvania. Travelodge,
New Stanton, PA at Turnpike, Exit 8. Three speakers.
Accommodations: Wesley Cramer, RD I, Box 326-C,
Monogahela, PA 15063. (412) 258-2585.

See Conventions page 17
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Radio Broadcast Schedule
Programs broadcast on Sunday unless indicated otherwise.

Montgomery

WAPI
WBAM

Ariz.

Phoenix

KM LE

108 FM

9:30 am

Ark.

Little Rock

KMTL

760

10:15 am

Calif.

Fresno

KBIF

900

6:45 am

Los Angeles

KIEV

870

Sat. 7:45 am
7:30 am

Ala.

Colo.
Conn.
Fla.
Ind.

Ky.

Birmingham
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INTERESTING LETTERS

THE DIVINE PLAN PROGRAM

1070

7:45 am

740

6:45 am

Monterey

KNRY

1240

Oroville

KORV

1340

7:45 am

Englewood

KQXI

1550

6:45 am

Longmont

KLMO

1060

7:15 am

Hartford

WINF

1230

7:00 am

Tampa

WCBF

1010

7:45 am

Chicago

WVVX

103.1 FM

7:00 am

Hammond

WJOB

1230

8:45 am

Indianapolis

WGRT

107.1 FM

8:45 am

Rushville

WRCR

94.3 FM

7:15 am

Louisville

W H AS

840

6:45 am

Brother Killed a Year Ago
"I truly enjoyed the subject, 'Where are the Dead.' My
brother was killed a year ago in a terrible auto accident. I
had always wondered about what becomes of a person after
death and it bothered me. After watching your program I
understand better. Please send me your booklet, 'Where are
the Dead' so I may share it with my family ... " TN
Destiny of Israel
"I enjoyed the way you explained the destiny of Israel. May I
have the Journal advertised on that show ..." IL
"How can one find others of like mind?"
"I saw your program on TV and do believe and anxiously
await the kingdom to become manifest. Would like to have
list of reading material available. Also, who exactly are you
people, and how can one find others in his area with a like
mind? Any help you can give will be appreciated." NH
On Nashville Network
"I had the privilege of watching part of a program presented
by the Bible Students. What I saw and heard is what I read
from my Bible. I regret I did not see all the program. It was
on ... (The Nashville Network) not normally watched in my
home. I request the booklet you offered and am interested in
knowing if there is an extension of your organization in my
area." TN

Lake Charles

KAOK

1400

10:30 am

New Orleans

WVOG

600

6:45 am

Maine

Scarboro

W DCS

106.3 FM

7:45 am

Mich.

Detroit

WCAR

1090

7:45 am

Grand Rapids

WMAX

1480

8:00 am

South Haven

WCSY

940

8:30 am

Minn.

Minneapolis

KUXL

1570

Sat. 8:30 am

Miss.

Waynesboro

WABO

990

9:45 am

Mo.

St. Louis

K X EN

1010

9:00 am

N.J.

Camden

WTM R

800

Sat. 8:15 am

N.Y.

Niagara Falls

WHLD

1270

10:00 am

Ohio

Cincinnati

WCLU

1320

9:00 am

Cleveland

WCLV

95.5 FM

7:15 am

Dayton

WONE

980

7:45 am

Ore.

Portland

KLIQ

1290

Sat. 7:45 am

Illinois

Chicago

Ch. 26 WCIU

Sun. 7:00 am

Pa.

McKeesport

WEDO

810

7:30 am

Kentucky

Louisville

Ch. 32 WLKY

Sun. 10:00 am

Michigan

La.

Fort Worth Bible Students
P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, Texas 76106.
Phone: (817) 237-9379

Pittsburgh

WARO

540

8:00 am

Canton

Ch. 8

Wilkes Barre

WILK

980

9:30 am

Hamtramck

Ch. 15

Wed. 6:00 pm

Fri. 8:30 pm

Tenn.

Memphis

WMQM

1480

6:15 am

Madison Hts.

Ch. 1 I

Tues. & Thurs. 6:00 pm

Texas

San Antonio

KSLR

630

8:45 am

Redford

Consult TV listing

Wichita Falls

KW FT

620

12:20 pm

Roseville

Ch. 25

Mon. & Wed. 5:00 pm

Utah

Salt Lake City

K BBX

1600

10:00 am

Taylor

Ch. 34

Wed. & Fri. 7:00 pm

Wash.

Bellingham

KG MI

790

7:45 am

N.H.

Manchester

Ch. 9 WMUR

Seattle

KAMT

1360

7:45 am

Ohio

Columbus

Ch. 3

Spokane

K U DY

1280

7:00 am

W.V.

Wheeling

WWVA

1170

6:45 am

Piqua

Cable Ch. 13

Wy.

Cheyenne

KSHY

1370

9:15 am

Tipp-Monroe

Pub. Access Ch. 25

690 AM

7:45 am

1610 AM

7:45 am

100.1 FM

7:45 am

CARIBBEAN BEACON

CANADA
Man.
Sask.

11:00 am
Sat. 9:30 am
Sat. 9:30 p.m.

Oregon

Portland

Liberty Cable 7

Texas

Bedford

Cable TV

Dallas-Ft. Worth

Ch. 27

Ft. Worth

Sammons Cable

Fri. 5:00 pm
Thurs. 8:30 pm
Sun. 6:00 pm
Fri. 5:00 pm
Sun. 7:30 am
Sun. 11:00 am
Mon. 10:00 am

Portg. La Prairie

CFRY

920

Thurs. 10:00 am

9:15 am

Melfort

CJVR

1420

8:30 am

Swift Current

CKSW

570

7:00 am

Cable TV

VA

Richmond

Ch. 31

Tue. 7:00 pm

Wisc.

Milwaukee

Ch. 55

7:00 am

Saturdays

8:30 a.m. Eastern Time Zone

AFRICA
Bata, W. Africa

7150, 9550, 11715 & 15110 KH2

9:30 pm.

Nashville Cable TV
TV Broadcast Schedule

Colo.

Ft. Collins

Cable Ch. 14

Sun. 9:00 am

7:30 a.m. Central Time Zone

Conn.

Greater Hartford

Cox Cable TV

Sun 10:00 am

6:30 a.m. Mountain Time Zone

Tues. 7:00 pm
Thurs. 8:00 pm

Tu. & Th. 6:30 pm

White Settlement

5:30 a.m. Pacific Time Zone
Consult your local TV Guide for number of Channel.
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Brethren from page 12
Feathers Can't Be Retrieved
Sister Joyce Lagno, Nebraska Bible Students.
"... I want to relate a story which is about myself but I am
going to tell it as if it wasn't. There was a man in an ancient
country who went to a priest in his town and said: 'I have
said many things that have caused great pain and I want to be
absolved of them. What absolution can I get from you?' The
priest said: 'Take a bag of feathers and go to the door of
each house that you have said something to hurt them, and
put a feather there, then come back to me.' So he put a
feather by every door in the town because he had offended
just about everyone. Then the priest said, 'You will be
absolved when you can pick them all up again.'
"I have found it to be true, when you speak frivolous
words that cause pain, they can't be retrieved, and so for any
of the brethren I have offended, I am really sorry. My prayer
for all of you and for myself is that we can measure our
words like jewels and fine gold, and edify one another with
what we say."

brothers, a sister and my mom, and you came over to meet
and study the Bible.' Then it opened up. This eight-year old
is now a strapping 22-year-old man.
"Some of you know my background. I had been a J.W.
until 1975 and as a pioneer among the Witnesses we spent
much time conducting Bible studies with individuals through
the years. So I asked him, `Do you know anything about me
in the past few years?"Yes, I knew you were disfellowshipped,' he said, 'I never became a Witness but I kept close
ties.' Then I asked if that fact bothered him. He said, 'No, in
fact my brothers and I were wondering why did you leave
the truth.' I said it wasn't a matter of leaving the truth, if
anything, I was preserving the truth, and it resulted in having
to split with the Witnesses.
"Michael has had a tough life but is doing well now, so it
appears that in the coming weeks I will have opportunities to
share the truth with him and his friends..."

Many Trials Can't Be Shared
Sister Joy Kandel, Chicago Bible Students.

Longs for Power to Bless
Sister Barbara Riehl, Hendersonville, N.C.

"When I came to the convention a brother met me and said,
`Sister Joy, I have been praying for you' and I said, 'Thank
you, the car did get started.' It did not occur to me that I had
any other problems this very traumatic year of 1983 because
right now the big thing is, the car did get started. Actually,
what the brother meant was about our dad dying. I found it
difficult to shed tears about that. All I could think about
was, Isn't it great? What's he doing now? It isn't like he died,
because he is more alive than ever.
.. What do you do when you have called the taxi twice,
walked back and forth to the store a couple of times with
your arms loaded? You call the taxi. He said, 'Yes, I will be
there.' But after waiting for a half-hour, I phoned him again
to be sure that he didn't make a mistake. He said, `No, the
first fellow got caught in a snow drift so I am sending someone else. So this is an hour and a half later. My arms full of
groceries, a lot to do at home and guests coming — so I
think, What does the Lord have in this for me? But I believe
the Lord has a character development experience and lessons
in every single little thing that happens to us.
"In 1984, I pray sincerely that I will learn those lessons.
Some of our experiences are public and everyone says, 'I am
so sorry.' But a lot of our experiences we can't share.

"It has been about fourteen years since I was here, but I have
been in various other parts of the country. When I arrived, I
thought of a discourse I once heard — I think it was 'The
Secret Society of the Eagle,' based on the scripture, 'Where
the carcass is the eagles will be gathered together.' The reason
that was on my mind I was feeling a bit uneasy whether I
would remember the brethren, but I thought, I am a member
of it and everywhere I go there is a common demominator
that ties them all together ...
At intermission Sister Ruth Maillard said to me: 'You
have suffered some specially unique types of suffering, don't
let them go to waste.' So 1 took that to heart. I recalled Sister Sundbom's expression, 'Don't waste your trials brethren,
they are worth millions.'
"In the last couple of years, I have been bereft of my
earthly family, my earthly possessions, a good deal of my
health ... and it makes long for the opportunity to have the
power to be a blessing in a greater way than we ever could
be now — to be a part of that Mediator.
"I am a real believer in the power of prayer and I have
had the Lord's strength come in like a flood and I really
believe it was because the brethren prayed for me ..."

• • •

Testimonies given at the Jersey City Convention, November
26, 27, 1983.

Pupil-Teacher Reunion
Brother David Stein, Allentown, Pennsylvania.
"... I attend night school, and a certain fellow has been in
two classes of mine. Many of the professors call you by your
last name. After class one night, this fellow came running,
calling to me: 'Hey, Stein, I want to talk to you.' All I knew
of him was that his last name was Divine. 'Say, what's your
first name?' I said, 'David, what's yours?' Michael,' he said,
`where are you from?' Do you want to know where I am
from originally? from Washington, New Jersey.'
" 'I knew it was you,' he said, 'I told my brother it was
you. Don't you remember me?' I didn't. Then he said, 'You
used to teach the Bible to me when I was eight years old." I
am thinking back, and still no memory of him. 'Don't you
remember, we lived behind the movie theater ... I had three

Witness Formula a Delight
Brother George Eldridge, Orlando, Florida.
"We have had a great opportunity in Orlando at the airport
to witness to the four corners of the world. We have six
huge, well-lighted displays in that airport, all talking about
the kingdom that is coming soon. This witness is effective
and we have heard a lot of comments about it, and received
indications that the Volumes have been ordered.
"We also have what we call a little 'shirt pocket' witness.
It's a little thank-you card, and when we go out to eat or
shop, we put the tip and a note inside this envelope:
`Thank you for your service. Would you care to know
what the Lord has in store for you personally in the
kingdom? Call this number
`You buy food for your natural strength, would you
like to know more about the spiritual food that the
Lord can give you to eat?'
The class is taking great delight in this witness formula ..."

0

Conventions from page 14

New Secretaries

The Cleveland Ohio Bible Students regret to announce that
their usual April convention will not be scheduled this
year.

Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit
Walt W. Wojcik
13983 Salem Street
Redford, MI 48239
(313) 537-1757

Midwest Bible Student Youth Camp
June 16-23 Fombell, Pennsylvania (45 miles north of Pittsburgh). 4th Annual. Theme: "The Faith and Obedience of
the Ancient Worthies" Heb. 11
Ages:

9 years old (9th birthday in 1984) — 18 (last year
of high school).

Cost:

$35 — 1st child; $30 — 2nd child; $25 each additional child. Other arrangments can be made if cost
would prevent attendance. For more information
and registration
Write: Midwest Youth Camp, c/ o Lauren Stewart,
46 Millfield Ave., Westerville, OH 43081, (614)
890-1814.

INDIANA-OHIO ECCLESIAS'
10TH CONVENTION
JULY 18-22, 1984
This year, for the third time, the convention site will be
Hiram College in Hiram, Ohio. Until programs are received,
information on pre-registration and children's programs may
be obtained from James Heeg, 1732 Merrydale Road,
(513) 390-3246.
Springfield, OH 45503. Phone
For other information, such as details on transportation,
etc., please write the Convention Secretary: Dudley Chastain, 1903 Northern Road, IN 47147. Phone — (812)
293-3719.
Twenty-two speakers will serve the convention. In addition to many discourses, the program will include a study; a
baptismal service; a public meeting; several testimony meetings, and a vesper service.

Catholic Treaty Change May Aid Church Relations
Vatican City (AP) — Pope John Paul 11 said Sunday that a revised treaty
reducing the official influence of the Roman Catholic Church in Italy was of
significant importance to relations between the church and state.
... The original concordat was signed in 1929.
The new treaty stipulates that Roman Catholicism is no longer the official
state religion. It changes Rome's status from a sacred city to a "city of particular significance" to Roman Catholics worldwide.
Public schools will still give religious instructions but only if parents
request it for their children. Previously, Italians who did not want the
instruction had to ask for an exemption.
... The pope said he considers the pact important as a judicial base for
peaceful bilateral relations.
... A high ranking church source said Saturday that the treaty is a reflection of the Second Vatican Council's emphasis on freedom of religion.
"The church does not try to have particular privileges for itself to the
exclusion of other religions," said the source, who asked not to be identified.
The treaty fundamentally acknowledges a distancing between church and
state where each has its own separate sphere," the source said.
Saturday, (Cardinal) Casaroli noted that under the new treaty "the state
and the church are, each in its own area, independent and sovereign."...
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Divine Plan Bible Students
Mrs. Leon Millin
16923 Labrador Street
Sepulveda, CA 91332
(818) 893-3755
Fresno Bible Students
Mrs. Fritz Becker
1030 E. Hedges Ave.
Fresno, CA 93728
Northern Illinois Bible Students
Joseph Funari
1046 Newport Harbor
Schaumberg, IL 60193
Polish Bible Students
Daniel Wozniak
4844 W. Wrightwood Ave., Apt. 3F
Chicago, IL 60639
(312) 237-9542
Ecclesia Name Change
From: Norwich Bible Students
To: Lebanon Bible Students
P.O. Box 101
Lebanon, CT 06249

In 1842 Edward Bickersteth, a servant of God and student of
his Word, wrote:
"Looking at the signs of the times, and the long neglect
and unnatural denial of all angelic ministration or spiritual
influence, and at the express predictions of false Christs, and
false prophets, who shall show signs and wonders, insomuch
that if it were possible they should deceive the very elect, and
that when men receive not the love of the truth that they
might be saved, for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they shall believe a lie; I cannot but think there
is a painful prospect of a SUDDEN RECOIL and religious
revulsion from the present unbelief and misbelief to an
unnatural and undistinguishing CREDULITY."
Spiritism, page 33
Statement of Purpose
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the

Bible Students Ecclesia
of Dayton, Ohio. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students
who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by
our returned Lord through His faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor
Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies
in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows, and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students as aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
.. that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium.
Rev. 15:5 8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a
—

-

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

