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"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Isa. 8:20

Greetings in the Lord:
Because we have enjoyed so many rich blessings at recent
conventions we are more aware at this season of those
body members being developed in isolation. Brethren who
participate in the ministry of comfort to the isolated enjoy
a fellowship in Christ with many they have never met personally. These dear saints are tucked away in remote places, circumscribed on every hand, yet they manifest'
mature Christian character nurtured through the "meat in
due season," and upheld by the grace of God alone.
Some brethren, however, are averse to any personal
attention being focused upon them in a public way, such
as having an affliction mentioned in the Gloombroom or
Newsletter. This reluctance is not always understood, but
it is respected as we would not wish to invade the privacy
of anyone. Nevertheless, by this reticence they may be losing opportunities for encouraging others through their
example under trial; also, denying themselves the measure
of strength and comfort that comes through the prayers
of brethren — a service all stand ready to give.
This same attitude may apply to having a testimony
published in the Newsletter, so a word of explanation
regarding policy may be appropriate. The publication of
convention testimonies is based on the assumption that
they are in the public domain having been heard by many
brethren when given, and the tapes circulated afterward.
In preparing them for inclusion, we eliminate repetitions
and some of the detail, but try to retain the basic words
and phrases used to give these printed testimonies a personal stamp.
This section (Our Brethren Speak) is most often mentioned and appreciated in letters from our readers. Some
have found answers to their own perplexities in the testimonies of others and can enter into their experiences
sympathetically. Their own burdens which had seemed so
great have become lighter when compared to those with
greater ones.
By this means the Lord uses members of the body to
assist and uplift other members in special need. We all
may be comforters of the brethren in so far as we, ourselves, have been prepared for the service by our own
fellowship in the sufferings of Christ. ❑

Associate Editor Named
Brother Glenn Pryor was elected to the post of Associate
Editor of the Bible Students Newsletter on September II,
1983. He is an elder in the Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton that sponsors the Newsletter.

Deadline

to submit material for the December issue of the
Newsletter is November I.

ENTERED INTO REST
"For we know if this earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. "2 Cor. 5:1

• Brother Larry Barksdale

of the Sandpoint, Idaho
Ecclesia drowned in a canoeing accident on August 11
on a trip down the Salmon River. He was 48 years of
age. He, with his wife, Sister Shirley were together in
the canoe and were wearing life jackets when the boat
capsized. In the water, both were swimming and did
not feel themselves in any special danger, when suddenly Brother Larry was swept into a hydraulic suck
hole. Sister Shirley tried to free him but couldn't, and
thought she heard him say: "I'm stuck." There were
other boaters in the area but they could not reach him
because of the swift current. When the water released
his body from the hole, it was swept downstream and
not recovered for eight days.
Surviving are: His wife, Sister Shirley, 500 Thompson Road, Sandpoint, ID 83864; three sons: Gregg,
Jay and Scott.
A memorial service was held on August 17 at the
Barksdale Ranch and was attended by 500 people.
Brother Don Lunde delivered the witness message and
some from the group liked it so much they wanted to
know if they could have a study. A study was arranged
the following Sunday.

• Sister Helen Bartkus

ended her earthly course on July
13 at the age of 98 years. She had been a member of
the Lithuanian class for many years, then of the Polish
Ecclesia of Chicago for the past 20 years.
Sister Bartkus tended her mentally retarded daughter until she was no longer able, then both mother and
daughter were in the same nursing home for the last
four years. This daughter and another, Estelle Fink
survive her.
Brother Edmund Jezuit officiated, in keeping with
her request.
See Deaths page 2
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Deaths from page 1
• Sister Laura Butts of Mesa, Arizona finished her
course on June 7, the result of a massive stroke suffered three weeks earlier from which she never regained
consciousness. She was 78.
Sister Butts had been associcated with the Jackson
Bible Students until she moved to Arizona. She
embraced the Truth about fifty years ago, and was a
beloved and familiar figure at conventions for many
years.
Surviving are a son, a daughter, six grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.
A memorial service was conducted by Brother Edgar
Buckley at Jackson, Michigan.
• Sister Ada Cooper of Boise, Idaho ended her consecrated walk and confinement to a nursing home for the
past ten years, on June 30, at 91 years of age. Her family testifies: "She was a faithful witness, and the Truth
was her great love and hope for more than 70 years.
Her great faith and God's wonderful promises sustain
us." This information was provided by a daughter,
Esther E. Hanley, 2357 Wyoming Avenue, Boise, ID
83706.
• Brother Anthony Grant of Victoria, Australia, entered
into rest on December 28, 1982. (We regret our inability to obtain additional information about Brother
Grant. Editor)
• Sister Mary Ignacak, a member of the Polish Ecclesia
in New Britian, Connecticut finishe.d.her consecrated
walk on June 19 at the age of 92 years. Her husband,
Brother John died last year at 95 years of age and his
funeral was held on the day of the Lord's Memorial.
Sister Mary's daughter, Jennie Peterson with whom
she lived, asked for a Truth witness which was given by
Brother Alex Gonczewski.
• Sister Frances V. Kaziak of Detroit, Michigan passed
to her reward on June 24 after a short illness resulting
from a heart attack. She had lived in a convalescent
home for the past year and a half and had been in reasonably good health. She was in her 86th year.
Sister Frances symbolized her consecration some 60
years ago along with her husband, Brother John who
finished his course in June of 1981. Her son, Brother
Daniel of Detroit, said: "She had looked forward to
the fruition of her hope to be with the Lord in glory
and maintained a steadfast faith and confidence in the
promises of God to the very end of her course."
Sister Kaziak is survived also by a daughter, Sister
Esther Bachorski of Florida; granddaughters, Sisters
Gloria Zendler and Suzanne Jambor, two of five
grandchildren; Brother Keith Zendler, one of seven
great-grandchildren.
A memorial service was conducted by Brother
Henry Kwoluk.
• Brother John "Hap" Sharpe of Spencer, North Carolina finished his course on July 18 at 70 years of age.
He had attended the Greensboro Ecclesia since 1945.
He is survived by his wife, Sister Elva Wood Sharpe
(102 Spencer Avenue, Spencer, NC), three sons, three
daughters, and a number of grandchildren.
Brother William Roach delivered the funeral
discourse.

• Sister Adelaide L. Lowther of San Antonio, Texas finished her course on August 23. She was 81 years of age
and had been consecrated a number of years.
Brother George Wilmott gave the funeral witness
which was attended by 75 persons.
• Sister Fay McElvaney (nee Wallace) of the Miami
Florida Ecclesia, finished her course on July 2, just
twelve days before her ninety-ninth birthday. A native
Pittsburgher, she had the privilege of knowing Pastor
Russell, and sat under his personal ministry until 1909
when his headquarters moved to Brooklyn, New York.
The Miami Ecclesia testifiying to her devotion stated
that "she walked faithfully in the footsteps of the Lord
and was an inspiration to all ..." They rejoice that she
was lovingly cared for by Sister Tina Rutemiller for the
past seven years who deemed her service a privilege ...
also that she was taken quietly as she slept. Sister Fay
spent much of her time singing the hymns, and when
reporting her death, Sister Tina — holding Sister Fay's
worn-out hymnal — said, "she must have gone home
singing her hymns."
The funeral witness was given by Brother Leonard
Wesol.
• Sister Myrtle A. Morris, Brinkley, Arkansas died July
31, in her 68th year. She had been consecrated about
fifteen years. Her husband, Brother Russell (Rt 1, Box
189, Brinkley, AR 72021) was brought up in Truth and
through him Sister Myrtle received her understanding
of it. Their daughter, Bernice is also consecrated. A son
tarry, is sheriff of their county and many of the deputies attended the service.
Brother George Wilmott delivered the funeral witness to a large audience. The chapel held 250 and an
additional 75 were accommodated in overflow rooms.
Many favorable comments on the message were
expressed.
• Sister Maria Tarkowski, a member of the Polish Ecclesia of Detroit, entered into rest on July 28. She was 89
years of age. She is survived by a daughter, Sister Irene
Chupa (5666 Belmont, Dearborn, MI 48127); a son
Henry; two grandchildren; five great-grandchildren.
Brother Walter Blicharz conducted the funeral
service.

New Ecclesias
Norwich Bible Students Ecclesia
George Duhaime, Phone: (203) 889-6206
20 Elm Street,
Norwich, CT 06360
South Steubenville Bible Students
Mrs. Ray Johnson
123 W. Fair Meadows Drive
Canonsburg, PA 15317

Ecclesia Secretary Change
Fresno Bible Students
Mrs. Joseph Turner
3299 W. Rialto Drive
Phone: (209) 222-1680
Fresno, CA 93711
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AFFLICTED AND ISOLATED BRETHREN
"We have found that it is often by bringing us into severe
trials, ordeals, putting us under crucial tests, that the Lord
develops more and more our faith, our love, our trust,
our hope in him." R. 3970

• Sister Betty Bradberry (1572 Nunnelly Street, Paradise,
CA 95969) "1 have wanted so much to thank all the
dear brethren who wrote and sent messages to me
when my dear husband passed to his reward. I know
that I had many brethren praying for me, and I continue to need your prayers very much. I want to
express my heartfelt thanks to each one for this aid in
the time of need.
"1 am missing Wayne very much. It is strange that
no matter how much you love and appreciate someone, it is only after they are gone that you realize what
a giant of a Christian they really were.
"Please, I hope everyone will pray for me that I may
continue on faithful unto death, that I too may experience that fulfillment of scripture, 'a joy unspeakable
and full of glory.' I too, want more than anything to
enter into my Heavenly rest and everlasting inheritance
— glory, honor and immortality. Be assured of my
continued prayers for all my brethren".
• Sister Penny Crosby (1996 Hoyt Street, Lakewood,
CO 80215) "We are coming along well. Dialysis is a
blessing which I appreciate and it seems to be working
well. The Lord helps us bear up under these infirmities,
but it is especially hard on Brother Dale. My afflictions
have taught me empathy. I sympathize deeply with the
poor groaning creation.
"Because I have difficulty writing, I cannot express
to the brethren personally my great appreciation for
the encouragement that they have given both of us
through the Scripture verses, letters and cards sent us,
and through their prayers offered on our behalf. These
have made a tremendous difference in our experience
and are helpful! We will appreciate a continued interest
in our brethren's prayers."
• Sister Ramona Hill (20401 — 539 Soledad Canyon
Road, Canyon Country, CA 91351) is hospitalized with
toxemia, and since there has given birth to a baby girl.
She is the wife of Brother Rick Hill. Sister Linda Larson, her sister in the flesh is with her.
• Sister Sabina Kvetko (8331 Orhan, Canton, MI 48187)
was hospitalized on August 29 for gall bladder surgery
on September 7. She is 86 years of age and needs our
prayers. Sister Kvetko is the mother of Sisters Vera
Blicharz and Bessie Kaziak.
• Sister Lois Latina (270 Hills Street, East Hartford, CT
06118) was hospitalized in June and underwent spinal
surgery. The doctors have said she should be able to
walk better after her recovery.
"I'm recovering nicely from my back surgery" Sister
Latina wrote. "I would like to thank all the brethren
that signed the letter from the 1-0 convention. Just to
know that so many brethren remembered me in prayer
when I was too weak to pray for myself, certainly gives
one ca use to rejoice!"

• Sister Margie Hagensick (11000 S. Mansfield Street,
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415) "Dear Brethren: We very
much appreciate your kind concern, cards, letters,
phone calls and other expressions of your love, and
want to thank you each and all for all you have done
and thought to do for us, but most especially for your
prayers. Our loving Heavenly Father has been answering your prayers and has given us rich blessings
throughout, including His peace and joy.
"I had a delightful time discussing the Scruptures
with my roommate in the hospital, who was there for
hyperthermia treatments also (hers was for bone
cancer, which her previous hyperthermia had put into
remission for 14 months, until extreme stress had
brought on the cancer again). She dearly loves the
Lord also, and we discussed a wide range of doctrines,
character development, faith, priorities in a Christian
life, etc. She liked what she heard, and she received a
very favorable impression from the many visits, cards
and phone calls we received as to the depth of spirituality throughout — not just of a few.
"She has the "For This Cause" booklet and Songs in
the Night, and went home with the intention of checking more fully with the Scriptures the things we discussed, to make sure they are really what the Bible
teaches. She and her husband are fundamentalists, and
she had never heard the concepts we presented, but
could see their reasonableness and harmony with the
Scriptures we quoted and with God's character of
Wisdom, Justice, Love and Power.
"As for the cancer: After two hyperthermia treatments (with blankets, hot-water mats, etc., bringing the
body temperature to 108° F. and holding it there for 2
hours) and surgery, plus mega-doses of vitamins, minerals, and enzymes, so far as we know I am now free of
cancer. I am to have periodic check-ups to be sure.
"Mom (Sister Parkinson) and I also thank you very
much for your love and prayers regarding the auto
accident, from which by the Lord's grace we have been
recovering quite well ...
"May our wonderful Heavenly Father be very close
to each of you, guiding you all along the way!..."
• Brother Joseph Niemyski (10096 East 550 North,
Columbus, IN 47201) suffered a heart attack on
August 22 and was hospitalized. On the fourth day, a
blood clot in the brain affected his comprehension, but
then cleared up within a few hours. After seven days he
was transferred to a hospital in Indianapolis where a
pacemaker was implanted. He came home on September 2 and has been progressing well, but still tires
easily. Brother Niemyski is 93 years of age.
• Brother Roy Thompson (Box 1105, Columbia Falls,
Montana 59912) was struck on the head while felling a
tree on August 23 and suffered a fracture of the first
vertebra in his neck. The severity of the impact
brought his teeth together with such force that some of
them were cracked. "This injury," he told Sister Stephanie Drobney on the telephone, "has been the most
painful and difficult to endure."
Brother Thompson is now up and about but must
wear a neck cast. The extent of injury to his teeth was
not known at the time of Sister Drobney's call.
Afflicted page 6
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INDIANA AND OHIO ECCLESIAS'
9th CONVENTION
JULY 19-24, 1983
Blessings were abundant at the convention in Hiram,
Ohio and came in many forms. Those gleaned in the regular sessions and in personal fellowship were of the pleasant variety. Others came in the form of unexpected personal trials, and one arrived as a test of faith to all alike in
the storm that swept the campus on Thursday evening.
An account of it follows. Some of the testimonies will be
in the December issue.

Tornado Visits Convention
A light tornado wove a destructive path through the 1-0
Convention site on Thursday afternoon, toppling large
trees and knocking out all power until 7:45 P.M. "It was
providential that no one got hurt," said one 1-0 Committee member, "it was a light tornado that touched down in
three places in a straight line. Dozens of trees were
knocked down, not far from buildings the brethren were
staying in ... one tree fell down parallel to where a
number of brethren's cars were parked."
While the storm was still forming, brethren were
advised to shut the windows to their rooms. The children
in Bible classes were moved to the center of the building,
and the brethren moved toward the center of the auditorium to avoid possible glass shattering. "When the power
went out, everyone had to pull together," said another
brother. He said that one brother was stranded outside in
the storm and was picked up, and brethren shared
umbrellas, all showing concern for each other.
One brother said that "a big example of patient, cheerful endurance" was Brother Arthur Newell, who had to
give most of the Baptismal discourse in the dark auditorium with the aid of a lantern held over his notes by
Brother Art Ledwinka. The college management originally thought that the power would be out until the next
day, but it was restored near the end of Brother Newell's
talk, causing the fire alarms to go on and off several
times. "The police had to come and shut the alarm off,"
said Brother Dan Larson, "it certainly must have been a
memorable experience for the two sisters who were
immersed."

Public Talk Adds to Blessings
"The future of Planet Earth" was the subject of Brother
Edmund Jezuit's public talk at the 1-0 Convention,
attended by 15 or 20 public. Brother Jezuit outlined the
Divine Plan by describing God's creative work, man's destructive work, and how Christ's Kingdom is planet earth's
only hope. He made extensive use of visual aids, such as
charts, and a world globe lit up by spot lights. Brother
Dan Larson said the turnout to the lecture advertised
mainly by store posters and newspaper space, was "not
bad for a small town public talk" and that "there were a
lot of good discussions after the talk."
One woman who has gone to a number of different
churches, told a brother she already believed much of
what she heard. She said she has tried to tell other people
these things, but has not been favorably received. Some,
including this woman, left their names and addresses on
response cards. One or two local ministers also attended.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Christian body moves
toward unified church
Wilmington Evening Journal August 9, /983
VANCOUVER, British Columbia — Representatives of
400 million Protestant and Orthodox Christians took an
important step Monday toward a unified church by
endorsing an agreement on the meanings of baptism,
eucharist and ministry.
The agreement "invites our churches to make the journey from isolated identities toward fuller fellowship,"
stated an eight-page resolution approved with near
unanimity by the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of
Churches in this Canadian city. The assembly, which
meets every seven years, has brought together 300
churches from 100 countries.
For decades now, Christian churches born out of doctrinal disputes have been struggling toward a reunited
church where denominations would maintain their individual identities but recognize each others ministers and
share communion.
In January 1982, theologians from a number of
churches, including the Roman Catholic Church, reached
a historic agreement in Lima, Peru, on the meanings of
baptism, eucharist and ministry, a pact that muted the
sharp divisions over these issues and found a doctrinal
"convergence" that the churches could all support.

Youth Bible Study Up
Advertising Age, August 1, 1983
Gallup and Yankelovich studies reveal a significant return
to basic Christian values. Daniel Yankelovich identifies
one of the four most important trends changing our
society in the 80's as an intense searching for better moral
values to fill the void from the "anything goes" lifestyle of
the past decade. He states that "this form of searching
underlies all of American life today."
The Gallup Youth Survey indicates a jump in the
number of teens involved in Bible study groups (from
27% in 1978 to 41% in 1981) ... and shows that 35% of
teens read the Bible daily or weekly. Concerning their religious beliefs, 81% indicated they were "very" (40%) or
"fairly" (41%) important.
Marketers who continue to emphasize self-indulgence,
sex, and materialism, do so in spite of a growing body of
evidence to the contrary.

Vatican Ties may be Coming
Dayton Daily News, July 17, 1983
WASHINGTON - The Reagan administration has signaled that it is prepared to back a move in Congress to
establish formal diplomatic relations with the Vatican,
congressional sources say.
"We have gotten signals from a high level that the administration would be receptive" to the idea, a House Foreign
Affairs Committee source said Friday, speaking on condition that he would not be identified. Along with 25 cosponsors, committee chairman Rep. Clement Zablocki,
D-Wis., has introduced a bill to repeal part of a 1867 statute that prohibited funds for a diplomatic representative
to the Pope. Congressional passage would open the way
for the President to establish formal ties at his discretion.
The bill is before the committee but no hearings have
been scheduled, the source said.

❑
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HARVEST OPPORTUNITIES
"Whatever we may have of financial means for sending
forth the bread of life to others, or knowledge of the
Truth, is neither to be hoarded nor selfishly partaken of
by ourselves. It is to be consecrated to the Lord, and out
of that consecration the Lord will bring blessing to others
and increased blessings upon our own heads and hearts."
Manna, Oct. 19

"For This Cause"
In Poland
This effective witness program continues to be used
widely in Poland. Several times it has actually been shown
in Catholic churches. On one occasion, the brethren were
setting-up the equipment during the Mass. Seven people
were in the church at the time and the brethren did not
anticipate much of a public attendance. But by program
time, 400 people were there to see and hear it.

Showings Scheduled in U.S.
Sept. 9
Sept. 10
Sept. 16, 17
Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 15, 16
Oct. 22, 23
Nov. 5,6
Nov. 19, 20

New Brunswick, NJ
Union, NJ
Wheaton, IL
Tecumseh, MI
Dearborn, MI
Chicago, IL (Polish version)
Detroit, MI (Polish version)
New York area (Polish version)
St. Louis, MO (tentative)

Information on scheduling showings of, "For This
Cause" may be obtained from the sponsors:
Bible Students Publications, Inc., P. 0. Box 864
Bensenville, IL 60106
Phone: (312) 595-0876 or 595-0984

"Fire and Brimstone" Quenched
A brother's action in replying to a 'fire and brimstone'
religious column resulted in the truth about hell being
printed and the regular column being dropped by the
Miami Valley Wednesday News.
The column, "Consider all the good things about Hell"
was a study in absurdities by John Spokes, a "lay exegete
and eschatologist" and regular contributor to the paper's
"Answers from the Bible."
Brother David Hess of the Piqua Ohio Ecclesia went to
see the newspaper editor after reading the column, and
asked if they would accept an opposing viewpoint. "They
were very receptive and glad someone responded to this,"
Brother Hess said. "I was surprised at the positive
response it got from the world." As a result, the paper has
dropped Spokes regular weekly column from publication.
Brother Hess said several expressed appreciation that
"someone made some sense out of the subject." "A lot of
people don't believe in eternal torment," Brother Hess
said, "but they don't know it isn't taught in the Bible."
Brother Hess' reply is reprinted here from the (July 27,
1983) Miami Valley (Ohio) Wednesday News.

"If you hold sound doctrine, you have reverence for the
Edward Lorenz
Lord."

Many Scriptures
misunderstood
EDITORS NOTE: David Hess, a Ludlow Falls area resident is a Bible student
who studies in a group regularly. His column was written as a reply to a column by
John Spokes which appeared in the Miami Valley Wednesday News July 13. with
that author's interpretation of the Biblical concept of Hell.

By DAVID HESS
In the article "consider all the good things about Hell"
many scriptures have been misunderstood and taken out
of context to support the idea there is a burning Hell. The
(scriptures) may seem to say that on the surface. But there
are many other scriptures that are not in harmony with
that thought.
A lot of scriptures in the Old Testament describe death
as a state of sleep or darkness. (Job 10:20-22; 14:12-13,
Psalms 4:8, 13:3, 31:17, 88:11-12, 90:5, and 115:17; Ecc
9:10). In the New Testament we are told that there will be
a resurrection of the just and unjust (Acts 24:15). In
Romans 5:18 we are told the free gift of justification to
life came upon all men.
I Timothy 2:4-6 says that Christ gave himself a ransom
for all and that he would have all men to be saved. I John
2:2 states that Christ was not only the propitiation for the
sins of the church but also for the sins of the whole world.
Teaching that our loving God will send "our close
friends and loved ones" to a place of eternal torment has
turned many people away from the churches. Is it any
wonder that some are embarrassed by prayer when such
unreasonable ideas are taught?
What about all those who lived and died before Christ
was born, or all those that are now living in remote parts
of the earth who have never had the chance to go to
church or even hear of Jesus Christ's name?
Is it fair or reasonable to think that just because they
are ignorant of Christ they will be burned and tormented
forever?
To be tormented and burned means we must be alive in
some form to receive it. This is also contrary to the scriptures that teach the wages of sin is merely death, destruction, or no life in any form (Psalms 37:10 and 20; 145:20,
Proverbs 27:20, Ezekiel 18:4,20, Matthew 7:13, Romans
6:23.) Hell is simply the grave, where the dead sleep.
To think there is some form of life in Hell is to believe
the same lie that Satan deceived Eve with when he told
her ye shall not surely die Genesis 3:4.
Does all this mean that the scriptures contradict themselves? No, not at all when they are properly understood.
First we must recognize that the Lord uttered many
things in parables and dark sayings (Matthew 13:34-35,
Psalms 78:2). In the parable of the sheep and goats (Matthew 25:32-46), it would not be reasonable to think that
there will be a literal separation of sheep and goats
Verses 32:33.
So, is it reasonable within the context of this story to
think there will be a literal fire (Verse 41)? Would it be
reasonable to take the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) literally?
If so, it would mean to receive God's favor we must
become beggars, be full of sores and eat crumbs (Verses
20,21) and those who have plenty to eat and nice clothes
are sure to go to a burning hell (Verses 19-25). So likewise
should we take the torments in flames of fire literally? The
whole Book of Revelation is written in such highly symbolic language very little of it could be taken literally.
Harvest page 6
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Harvest from page 5
So why should we think there is a literal lake of fire
(Rev. 20:15, 21:8) when so many other scriptures conflict
with that idea?
The scriptures do teach that God is calling out of the
world a class to be conformed to the image of his son
(Romans 8:28-30). To be joint-heirs with him (Romans
8:17) and to be his bride (Revelation 21:9). However this
doesn't mean the balance of mankind will be eternally
tormented in fire. The very purpose of the bride class is to
help in blessing the remainder of mankind on earth. Galations 3:29 says if you are Christ's then you are Abraham's
seed and heirs according to the promise.
As Abraham's seed, these will bless all the nations of
the earth (Gen. 22:18). In Rev. 22:17 the bride says whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely.
The judgment of mankind is not now but in the coming
kingdom. When one dies now, he sleeps until the resurrection. At that time death and hell must deliver up the dead
(Rev. 20:13). Then under the more favorable conditions of
the kingdom the truth shall spring out of the earth
(Psalms 85:11) as the Lord turns to the people a pure language (Zep 3:9) and all men will come to a knowledge of
the truth (I Timothy 2:4) For all will know him (Christ)
from the least of them unto the greatest of them (Jer.
31:34). Satan shall be bound and no longer able to
deceive the nations (Rev. 20:2-3).
Then after all know the truth Christ will judge the
world in righteousness (Act 17:31). Those who refuse to
hear the prophet (Christ) shall be destroyed from among
the people (Acts 3:23). This will be the second death
(Rev.21:1-8). For these there is no more offering for sin
(Heb. 10:16-18). Their punishment will simply be destruction or everlasting death.

Afflicted from page 3
• Sister Ardelle Pierson (R 1, Box 145, Estill, SC 29918)
"Dear Brethren: It has been my blessed opportunity to
give the glad tidings of 'Divine Healing' and 'Hope' to
quite a few in the Cancer Clinic at Charleston, South
Carolina.
"When I went in for surgery June 1, I presented my
legal document of 'No life support. To die with dignity.'
It was the first such legal paper ever presented to the
administration at the Medical University of South
Carolina and caused quite a stir and much questioning
about death.
"What awful hopeless tragedies I saw there and my
heart cried out in anguish, 'How much we need Thy
Kingdom work of healing!' Oh, I am so anxious to get
on with it. Aren't we all?"

• Sister Mary Woodard (22711 Leadwell, Canoga Park,
CA 91307) had had the flu for several days and suffered a near fatal heart attack on the evening of May
24. Her son administered resuscitation measures until
paramedics arrived. Rushed to the hospital five blocks
away, her heart was revived by electric shock. The doctor stated her potassium level had dropped drastically
and in another hour she wouldn't have made it. She
was released from the hospital four days later.
On August 12, Sister Mary re-entered the hospital
for a blood clot. Her condition is not known at press
time. Sister Woodard recently moved from Lubbock,
Texas and is living with her son, Donald. She continues to trust the Lord implicitly in all of life's affairs.
0

Michigan State Fair Witness
"Scripture Harmony" not confusion!" was the theme used
again this year for the Southeast Michigan Bible Students'
booth at the State Fair which ran from August 26
through September 5 in Detroit. For eleven days the
booth was open twelve hours a day, and was staffed in
four-hour shifts.
This year, a change of mood was evident in many who
approached the booth. "Lots of people were very wary," a
sister said. "They are conscious of the cults and wanted to
know: 'Who are you?!" "They were very suspicious of
anyone without a label," she said. Despite this element,
more people than ever were receptive to receiving the first
volume, as more were placed than in any preceding year.
The kinds of literature sold were:
596 first volumes (New Brunswick paperback edition);
four sets of volumes; quite a few Mannas, Songs in the
Night, assorted volumes, and hundreds of booklets. Also,
thousands of tracts were given out.
The following examples of experiences at the fair suggest that a high degree of enthusiasm pervaded the scene
and stimulated all who were privileged to participate in
this witness effort.
One man, responding to the questions and points being
made, said, "Oh, I know who you are," "you're the Evil
Slave class." Then he added, "I'm a disfellowshipped Witness." He began reading the first volume at once and
when called a few days later, he said he was finding it very
interesting. Two brethren planned to call on him within
the week.
Another man approached a sister at the booth with the
question, "Do you know anything about this man Russell's character?" Taking the offensive, the sister asked,
"Did you get your information from Walter Martin?" The
man was taken aback. She continued, "He misquotes the
Scriptures, and his information is very wrong. I think you
owe it to yourself to get the facts about this," she said.
The man took her address and has already written for the
information.
Another sister, talking with a visitor asked, "Have you
ever wondered why God permits evil?" The woman burst
into tears at the question, as she had recently lost a young
brother in a fire.
The names, addresses and telephone numbers of the
600 purchasers of volumes were obtained at the time of
sale. A telephone follow-up by the brethren will be undertaken within two or three weeks of the fair. This annual
witness project has provided the ecclesia with its extensive
mailing list, and is a fruitful source of candidates for personal studies with individual brethren. The Lord has
prospered their efforts and many new brethren are being
added to the Bible Students Ecclesia of Southeast
Michigan.

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Bible
Student Ecclesia of Dayton, Ohio. It is published as a
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by
our returned Lord through His faithful and wise servant,
the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell and promulgated
through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures;
Tabernacle Shadows, and other of the Pastor's writings.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit
authentic information for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot
assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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NEW BRETHREN IN CHRIST

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his .friends." John 15:13

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it loth not vet appear what we shall be; but
we know that when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." I John 3:2

The New Brunswick Bible Students
A Deluxe Set of Volumes

This set of Studies in the Scriptures and Tabernacle
Shadows has been designed for the the brethren's
personal study use and is now available. Anyone
who failed to reply to the first poll or inquiry of
interest sent to the ecclesias may still order this
deluxe set. The cost is $26.
For those not acquainted with the various features of this edition, the following information may
be helpful:
Six Books:
Tabernacle Shadows to be included in the back of

Volume I.
Size:
51/2 x 8 with wide margins on four sides of each
page for notes.
Thin Paper:
710 pages per inch. Volume 6 will be slightly over
an inch thick, Volumes 2 and 3 slightly over'/ inch
thick.
Binding:
To be smythe sewn to lie flat when open, and reinforced for heavy use.
Editor's Final Corrections:
Scrupulous attention has been given to Brother
Russell's final corrections, including those in
Volume 6.
Publisher's Forewords & Footnotes*:
As this deluxe edition is tailored to the needs of the
brethren (too costly for public use), the publisher's
forewords and footnotes have been deleted.
But Brother Russell's 1916 forewords and footnotes are intact.
Cost:
Because the edition is limited (1,000 sets) and the
expensive features incorporated, the price will be
$26 a set. Postage prepaid.
Please send orders now with a pre-payment if
possible, to:
Bible Students Congregation
of New Brunswick
60 Jersey Avenue,
Edison, NJ 08820
*When the New Brunswick Class published the
$6.00 set of volumes, it was stated that these were
primarily for public work, therefore, the publisher's
forewords and footnotes they contained were for the
benefit of the public. The Class intends to continue
stocking the lower cost sets of volumes with the
footnotes and forewords for the use of the brethren
in their public work.

Immersed at Charleston, Rhode Island, June 9:
Brother Arthur J. Duhaime III, Norwich. Conn. Ecclesia. Son of Sister Martha, brother of Brother George
who immersed him in the ocean.
Immersed at Ferndale, Michigan, June 19:
From Bible Students Ecclesia of Southeast Michigan
had been consecrated and -BrotheWilamMnig,
attended meetings for a number of years;
Brother Harvey Schultz, received witness at State Fair
in 1981. Was moved to attend a meeting a year later
through the monthly class letters.
Immersed at East Hartford, Connecticut, June 26:
Brother Thomas Mascalo, Hartford Ecclesia. Heard
the Truth from his father, a co-worker of the late
Brother Anthony Latina.
Immersed at Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, July 1-3:
Brother Jerry and Sister Donna Nodge. Daughter and
son-in-law of Brother Leo Warwick.
Immersed at Hiram, Ohio July 21:
Sister Sam Zaboski
Sister Joann Zaboski, Ford City, Penna.
Found by Connellsville (PA) brethren in follow-up of a
radio response.
Immersed at Connellsville, Pennsylvania, August 13:
Brother Bruce Hummel
Brother Ray Zaboski, Ford City, Penna. Brother-inlaw and husband of Sister Joann.
Immersed at Muncie, Indiana on September 18:
From the Muncie Ecclesia —
Sister Betty Raines responded to the Ecclesia's obituary letter;
Brother Charles Yeo is the husband of Sister Mary
Louise who was reared in the Truth.
❑

Sermons by Brother Robert Seklemian
A group of brethren offering regular mailings of Brother Seklemian's sermons explains:
"For more than 40 years brethren have been influenced
profitably by reading or listening to the sermons or lessons of Brother Robert Seklemian. His unique style in

making the Scriptures come alive and his direct manner
of reaching a point of Truth is unusual. His fidelity to the
Harvest Truth as set forth by the pen of Brother Russell
has never been questioned.
"Over a period of 13 years, the late Brother Ted A.
Smith included lessons of Brother Seklemian's in his helpful monthly mailings to a few hundred brethren. Now his
service has ended. Some have retained many of the lessons by Brother Seklemian. Others did not know of the
service.
"Permission has been obtained from Brother Seklemian
for the mailing of his sermons to be continued, and
arrangements made to continue this service on a larger
scale should more brethren enjoy a monthly mailing of
one, two or more sermons. Brethren then could begin
their own personal files. In time there would be more than
75 lessons. If you desire to be on the mailing list for this
service send your request to: DIVINE PLAN SERMONS, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76106"

Serving page 9
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Mock Trial for C.O.'s
Recent changes by the Selective Service Board were
announced at the 1 0 Conscientious Objector Mock Trial,
attended by most of the young people and many elders.
The main change is that registrants will now be able to
bring one or more witnesses, such as an elder, with them
to the hearing. The purpose of bringing a witness is to
lend credibility to the C.O.'s position. If the appeal board
shows prejudice or denial of due process, the registrant
should write this down in a summary, telling how prejudice was shown. Elders who serve as witnesses should not
back away from pointed questions, such as "did you tell
him to be a C.O.?" It is important that the board know
Bible Students teach against Christians participating in
military service, and trust that the holy Spirit will guide
each Christian to the same conclusion.
The Mock Trial stressed that registrants should make
two things clear at the hearing:
1. State if you are against non-combatant service, citing
scriptural reasons, because they may not ask you
directly.
2. Stress that you had religious training at Bible Student
activities, and by your parents as well, if this is the
case.
It is important for young people to document their
C.O. stand now, because it could be too late if the U.S. or
another country decides to declare a national emergency
to "flex military muscles." The Mock Trial provided an
object lesson to the young people, showing them possible
situations they could be in, and good examples of how to
respond or present their case.
By the Lord's grace, it seems that the Bible Students
Coordinating Committee has established rapport with the
present Director of Selective Service, Thomas K. Turnage.
In a (14 January 1983) letter to Brother Ken Rawson,
Turnage says:
"It was a pleasure to meet with you and your colleagues, and to learn of your confidence in Selective
Service. I appreciate your support, and hope that
you will not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance in anyway."
The Convention restated the Bible Students historic
position as opposed to participation in war or any form
of military service by adopting the following —

RESOLUTION
INDIANA AND OHIO ECCLESIAS
9TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
JULY 19-24, 1983

-

CONVENTION PHOTO page 15

Centennarian Has New Address
• Sister Rose L. Hirsh of Philadelphia will observe her
106th birthday November 12. On September 8, she left
her home of many years and entered Cathedral Village,
a nursing home in the Roxborough suburb of Philadelphia. She has a private room and is well satisfied
with her new surroundings. Sister Hirsh said she continues to be willing to have the Lord's will done in all
her affairs. Her new address:
Cathedral Village
Bishop White Lodge, Rm 244
600 E. Cathedral Road
Philadelphia, PA 19128

We the participants to this 9th Annual Convention hereby
acknowledge that the Congress of the United States (or its
agencies) has recently enacted a registration law and has
taken other legislative steps in preparation for reactivating
conscription. We desire to utilize this opportunity to
declare publicly our consciences regarding war and military matters.
Jesus Christ is the originator, author, and instructor of
our Christian faith and he was careful to dictate the
course of conduct that the Christian should follow in
connection with war and military matters, saying, in part:
"Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's
and unto God the things that are God's." Matthew
22:21
"My Kingdom is not of this world; if my Kingdom
were of this world, then would my disciples .light."
John 18:36
"Love your enemy." Matthew 5:44
We declare that we have committed our hearts and
intellects to studying and learning the Christian faith and
we have obligated our beings to live in conformity to our
understanding of Christian principles. Furthermore, as
followers of the Christian faith, we stand personally
accountable to our Heavenly Father, the Creator of
heaven and all things, to the extent that we infract the
Christian code of conduct:
"So then, every one of us shall give account of himself to God." Romans 14:12
We believe, without exception, that the principles
taught by our instructor and master Jesus Christ stand
paramount to the civil laws and, further, to the extent of
any conflict between the two bodies of law, we must
adhere to the laws Jesus taught.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved that we
have obligated ourselves to adhering to the Christian
faith; THAT the principles taught by Jesus Christ are the
source of instruction to our consciences; THAT we stand
firmly bound to follow the dictates of our Christian consciences and we are therefore opposed to participation in
war and to training for war in accordance with the Christian principles, cited in part, above; THAT we will continue to obey all civil laws insofar as our Christian consciences will permit under the proviso that we continue to
hold the principles taught by Jesus Christ supreme over
the civil laws and to the extent of any conflict between the
two, we stand firmly bound to resolve the conflict in favor
of our Christian consciences.

Larry D. McClellan
Convention Committee Secretary
David S. Doran
Convention Committee Chairman

•

•
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The Chicago Bible Students
Master Addresser Offered
The Chicago Ecclesia no longer needs a master addresser
machine they formerly used to address letters to their
follow-up names, Republishing Committee file, etc.
This machine uses small ditto cards to print names and
addresses on envelopes, tracts, post cards, etc. The
machine is available for the asking to any individual or
group of brethren who can make use of it. For further
information contact Joe Megacz, Jr., 1431 S. Fairview,
Park Ridge, IL 60068. Telephone (312) 692-3609.

The Fort Worth Bible Students
The brethren at Fort Worth wish to draw attention to
two infrequent problems:

Mail Reported Lost
If your mail to Fort Worth Bible Students is not being
acknowledged, please phone (817) 237-9379. Some mail
which is sent never reaches us.
Contributions are acknowledged promptly. Literature
orders are filled very soon after the order is received. If
you are receiving the Journal, it indicates that your subscription has been received. If at all possible, please send a
check or money order instead of cash.

Divine Plan Broadcasts
To brethren, sponsors of and listeners to the radio and
television programs:
Please contact Fort Worth Bible Students when the
Divine Plan program in your area is not heard at the
proper time or when it is not broadcast in its entirety.
Oftentimes, a partial refund or free broadcast can be
obtained for these station failures.
P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, Texas 76106
Phone: (817) 237-9379

Correction Corner
In the March Issue:
Deaths —
Sister Mary Dinwoodie: page 4
Her husband survives her, but was referred to as the
`late' Brother Dinwoodie.
In the June Issue:
Deaths —
Brother Harold Kuehmichel: page 2
There are twelve children, not eleven; five consecrated: Darcy, Brian, Aaron, Gregory, Daniel.
Our Brethren Speak
Testimonies, First Convention of Omaha (should be
Nebraska) Bible Students. page 8
Ecclesia Secretary
Wilmington/Chesapeake City Ecclesia
Mrs. A. T. Armstrong
Zip Code 19720 page 9

OUR BRETHREN SPEAK
"1 will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; with my
mouth will I make known thy . faithfulness to all generations." Psalms 89:1

Testimonies given at the Chicago Bible Students Convention, May 28-31:
"A joy to know the truth is going out"
• Sister Margaret Ferlejewski, Metropolitan Detroit
Ecclesia. "... Brother George (Wilmott) asked if I
would say something about putting TV programs on
cable stations. We have found it comparatively easy.
The thing to do (maybe this would be an encouragement to the brethren) is simply phone the station and
ask for the program director and let him know we are
offering free of charge, religious programs. Mostly the
response is to take an audition tape to the station, and
more often than not, they agree to give free time. Once
in a while they will say that their policies don't allow
programs which are not produced locally. There are
times when it is not possible; it isn't a case where one
has to talk a lot so we just take the tape to them and
enclose the brochures that are available. I feel the Lord
takes care of the situation.
"It is a joy to know that the truth is going out and if
the Lord is directing the heart of someone in that area,
it will be made available to them. We rejoice in many
privileges we have. The Lord blesses us richly and gives
us a lot encouragement to press on and glorify His
name..."

"The Lord has been very gracious"
• Sister Sandy Prosken, Northern Illinois Bible Students.
"I have much to praise the Lord for. I wish it were possible during this brief period of time to show you what
He has been doing in my life. I thank you for remembering me in the trial we have been going through. For
your information, I am recovered. The cancer is in full
remission. The experience is one for which I am thankful to the Lord. He showed me the reality of many,
many of his promises to us ... and to know the peace
of which Brother Bob Alexander spoke. I never hoped
to have this kind of experience but the Lord has been
very gracious. I am grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve the Lord this side the veil."

"I cling to these precious truths"
• Sister Mary Norby, Divine Plan Bible Students, Pinellas Park, Florida. "My testimony will be of thanks
and praise to my heavenly Father for the wonderful
way He has led me. Thanks, too, to you dear brethren
for the many beautiful letters and cards that were sent
for my birthday and such an outpouring of love and
words of encouragement almost overwhelmed me. I
love the truth and the Plan more than ever in my life
and though I should forget everything else, I don't
want to forget the Abrahamic promise confirmed by
an oath for the benefit of the heirs of promise ... And
the corresponding price, how he died the just for the
unjust, and how God could be just and yet be the justifier of those who believe. I cling to these precious
truths. My prayer for all of us is in the hymn 140,
"Let not our faith forsake its hold, nor hope decline,
nor love grow cold."
Brethren, page 10
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Early Church Had to Depend on Memory
• Sister Ruth Wilmott, Fort Worth Bible Students,
Texas. "... Many of you know there are two young
Polish brethren in Corpus Christi. At our convention
time, David was at school — I was to pick him up ...
one mile from our home and I decided to stop at home
first. The Lord was directing this because when I got
home there was a car in our driveway — it was this
young Polish couple. They are learning English but it
is very difficult. They showed me their name on their
`Divine Plan Journal' and I invited them in ...
"Someone had given them our address where we
lived about ten years ago. Finding the 'cross and
crown' still on the door, they thought we lived there
and waited. When the man came home from work he
told them we had moved and directed them in the general direction of where we did live just prior to our
move here in January. They went there, but we were
gone. Then they got on the telephone and, through the
operator, found where we live now. So I feel the Lord
really blessed them in their determination. It would
have been easy to say, "we can't find them." Asked
what their next move would have been, they said they
would have gone to the police and asked, "where are
they?"
"We had sweet fellowship with them and were
blessed in having brethren staying with us who were
able to converse with them in Polish. I understand they
have to stay for one year in Corpus Christi.
"Another experience 1 had was rather embarrassing,
but I learned valuable lessons. One day I locked myself
out of the house about 9:30 in the morning ... so I
worked in the yard. Brother George indicated he might
be home early, but ... he wasn't, so I worked on the
rock garden which was there before we came ... and
considered the many operations of creation represented
there.
"I was just like the early church, no Bible, nothing. I
couldn't go tracting, I had nothing except what was in
my mind and I thought, I don't have as much in there
anymore as I should. But I had a blessing in reviewing
different things that we have as well as all the promises. It brought out in my mind how the early church
had to depend on their memory because they didn't
have the written word or Bible helps. The time may
come when we might have to rely solely on what we
have in our minds ... I have enjoyed being here and
ask an interest in your prayers in telling forth the
wonderful truth and the grand privilege we have of living in this harvest time."

"Sometimes take our blessings for granted"
• Sister Virginia Lumley, Jackson Michigan Ecclesia.
"We are thankful ... to the Chicago brethren for the
convention and for providing for the young people.
You may not think that they appreciate it but they do.
I want to relate what our daughter mentioned to us
yesterday when we were getting ready to go home. She
was having such a good time, she said, 'Daddy, let's be
sure to come back next year.' We are trying to make
our program for the young people as full as for their
parents so they have something to do all the time their
parents are busy.

"We have started a project and our goal is to try to
spread the first volume to as many people in Jackson
as possible. This is being done on a private basis. We
are addressing labels which are forwarded to Brother
George (Wilmott) and he sends out the first volumes.
Our local paper has a 'Voice of the People' section
which we watch and address labels to any who writes
on religious things. We have something very special.
Those of us who have been brought up in the truth
sometimes take the blessings we have for granted.
"We visited with Ray's family, whom we love, before
coming here, but the love we have for one another has
blessings far greater and, if faithful, our rejoicing will
continue for an eternity."

• ••
Letters of Testimony

"Abounding in Joy"
• Sister Joann Zaboski, Ford City (PA) Ecclesia
"Shalom! ... I was with the J. W.'s over 25 years and
was disfellowshipped because I wouldn't accept the
Watchtower over the Bible. There I met and became
friends with an older sister who also was cast out for
the same reason. She was of the church class and
introduced me to the Pastor's writings; also to the
other sister baptized with me at the Indiana-Ohio convention (1-0), my sister-in-law, Sister Sam Zaboski,
and my natural sister, Evelyn Hummel. We searched
out and studied the Pastor's writings together over the
last six years.
"We really thought the 'door' was closed and
couldn't understand how anyone could feel it was open
... I was writing and asking questions, searching for
answers. Then the Lord sent the Connellsville group to
us and what a blessing! In no time we saw how the
door was open, and the joy of knowing our Lord was
calling us.
"Well, you know how the Adversary worked at I-0
(storm), but also how the Lord overruled. Since that
beautiful day we've had untold blessings. On August 13
at Connellsville my husband, and my brother-in-law
(see New Brethren) took up their Christian walk, what
a change came into our lives, 'Thanks be to God!'
"Only five months ago our marriage had come to
the point of divorce, though I never ceased to pray to
our Father for His help and His will to be done. I
loved the Truth and my husband loved the world, and
there seemed to be no hope left. I used to tell Ray,
when the Lord takes hold of his life, he's not going to
know what hit him. And what joy when the Lord did
take hold of him!
"We have the blessings of the Ford City class, and
are overjoyed with new ones coming in, and are growing only with the Lord's help. Sister Sam's husband,
Steve has been a joy to see how he's taken hold of the
Truth. So out of despair came joy and blessings untold.
'All things (do) work together for good ...' Rom. 8:28"
Brethren page 11
"Very graciously, the Lord veils from our sight at the
beginning of the way some of the trials of the flesh and
conflicts between the mind of the flesh and the new mind,
which this full consecration must involve if we press along
the line toward the mark which he has set for us, as the
R. 2616
standard of character.
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Some Painful History
• Sister Mary H. Paterson (260 8th Avenue, City of Two
Mountains, Quebec, Canada J7R 3K3) "I cannot write
at present to all the dear brethren who have written me
assuring me of their prayers, and I will continue to
remember them before the Throne that they may be,
among other blessings, blessed of the Father and Son
for their love toward a fellow disciple.
"I came into the Truth in Scotland, February 1917; I
am a veteran of many campaigns; I packed in a knowledge of the Truth the first five years, then came the big
debacle when ... (the president of the Society) on the
night of June 22, 1922, split the Glasgow church and,
in consequence, all the Scottish Bible Students
churches. He had done so a short time before in London and England. The Glasgow church was a thousand strong. There were brethren there from all over
Scotland and many from England, chiefly the north.
(Glasgow was nearer for them than London and the
Glasgow church took care of them with Pilgrims, etc.)
So the audience was large.
"After some remarks ... (the president) started to
hold an election of elders — something utterly outside
of his province. The Glasgow church had 13 elders, all
able men who could chair a meeting, speak to the
church and take the public platform. It was painfully
evident that he had been informed who among these
13 were for him and who were not. He voted out all
who were not. A group of tall young men, "Sons of the
Prophets," seemed to be in evidence — in a group near
the platform. I thought: Why doesn't someone get up
and oppose him, but he would have shouted them
down, and other things might have happened. When
the resolution was read by one of his henchmen ... (the
president) shouted, "Yes, let the lame ducks get out."
"I didn't even remember that I was sitting beside
Brother Will Inglis — colporteur, or look to see what
he was doing, but made for the central isle down which
brethren were streaming. In the vestibule there were
tearful scenes. Sisters were pleading aloud with others
`not to go out of the Truth.' Old Sister Kerr was heard
to say, 'You can put me out of the I.B.S.A. but you
can't put me out of the body of Christ.
"Since I came to Canada, a brother told me that the
president got a surprise when so many rose in dissent
and made for the exit — I think about 456 from Glasgow besides those from other parts of the country —as
we all expected somthing.to happen, most classes tried
to have one or more representatives present. Of course,
quite a number came out ten years later ...
"I came to Canada, December 1925 for harsh economic reasons. The British Israel delusion was just
developing and many fell captive to it including my
mother's two youngest sisters. I tried to show them its
error but to no avail. Then years later it all collapsed
and they had lost the Truth."
Excommunicated
• Sister Marjorie Theis (Box 155, Johnson, NY 1093
"... The historical pamphlets arrived sometime ago
... They have indeed proved a blessing to the former
J.W.'s who meet with us. Now, they can see how the
adversary turned it around so the true directors were
made to seem evil rather than the usurpers.

"They were especially helpful in another sense
because they had been told they must not consider the
high-calling for the door is closed. Even though we had
shown them many reasons for believing that only the
Lord can and will close the door — Foreword to Vol.
Ill and Sept. 1916 Reprint article were helpful — but
those papers showed up other errors ...
"The Newsletter is one 'Letter' I read right through
and then review. How close it brings us to the other
body members ..."

Search for Truth Rewarded
• Sister Madeline Keith (RD 2, Box 426, D, Berea

Road, Walden, NY 12586) "... Concerning our experiences as Jehovah's Witnesses, I hardly know where to
start — but it is truly, 'All the way my Savior leads
me.' I was 15 years of age when I joined Jehovah's
Witnesses, was baptized and consecrated in 1948. I
delighted in learning the truth — no hell fire; no
immortal soul; no trinity, but a kingdom hope for all
mankind. My husband was a J. W. also and we both
pioneered for two and a half years, putting in 100
hours a month, door to door. We remained with the
J. W.'s for about 25 years, and then as we studied more
of the Scriptures we saw many unscriptural viewpoints.
We complained bitterly and were 'marked' in the congregation as those who cause dissensions ...
"About five years ago we started reading Brother
Russell's Volume II, and we told the Witnesses that
Brother Russell proved 1874 not 1975 was the end of
the 6,000 years. We were told to keep quiet. Also, we
felt the Scriptures testified to a heavenly calling and
hope for us, and my husband took the bread and wine
at a memorial. The next day the elder gave a talk at a
meeting and said, 'All who partook of the bread and
wine will die at Armageddon.' After the meeting my
husband kindly told the elder, that this was a wrong
application of Scripture. After further persecution, my
husband was disfellowshipped and we were told they
were glad to get rid of bad blood.
"We and a dear Sister, Doris Mulvaney were puzzled
as where to find the real truth. We looked into the
Laymen's Home Missionary group for awhile but
again, P.S.L. Johnson had closed the door to the high
calling in 1916. Finally we saw an ad in our local
newspaper advertising 'Frank & Ernest' program. I
wrote, and Sister Marjorie Theis and Brother Dolan
contacted us. We live twenty minutes from each other!
Surely the Lord has blessed us and placed us near
these dear brethren. We rejoice daily in the Reprints
and six volumes of dear Brother Russell ...
We enjoyed the historical background given in the
pamphlets ("Light After Darkness" and "Facts for
Shareholders') concerning Rutherford's usurping the
Society. It is now a little papacy and also like Communism — constant brainwashing via five meetings per
week. I have lost contact with all other J.W.,'s. Much
Christian love."
Brethren, page 13

"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needet not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of Truth." II Tim 2:14
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THE DIVINE PLAN PROGRAM
Radio Broadcast Schedule
Programs broadcast on Sunday unless indicated otherwise.

Ala.

Birmingham
Mobile
Montgomery
Ariz.
Phoenix
Ark.
Little Rock
Calif.
Fresno
Los Angeles
Monterey
Oroville
Englewood
Colo.
Longmont
Hartford
Conn.
Ha.
Tampa
Chicago
Hammond
Ind.
Indianapolis
Rushville
Ky.
Louisville
Louisville
La.
Lake Charles
New Orleans
Maine Scarboro
Mich.
Detroit
Grand Rapids
South Haven
Minneapolis
Minn.
Miss.
Waynesboro
St. Louis
Mo.
N.J.
Camden
N.Y.
Niagara Falls
Cincinnati
Ohio
Cleveland
Dayton
Portland
Ore.
McKeesport
Pa.
Pittsburgh
Wilkes Barre
Memphis
Tenn.
Houston
Texas
San Antonio
Wichita Falls
Salt Lake City
Utah
Wash.
Bellingham
Seattle
Spokane
Wheeling
W.V.
Cheyenne
Wy.
CARIBBEAN BEACON

WAPI
WIXO
WBAM
KMLE
KIEL
KBIF
KIEV
KNRY
KORV
KQXI
KLMO
WINF
WCBF
WVVX
WJOB
WGRT
WRCR
WH AS
WX LN
KAOK
WVOG
WDCS
WCAR
WMAX
WCSY
KUXL
WABO
KX EN
WTMR
WHLD
WCLU
WCLV
WONE
KLIQ
WEDO
WARO
WILK
WMQM
KIKK
KMAC
KWFT
KBBX
KGMI
KBLE
KUDY
WWVA
KSHY

1070
1360
740
108 FM
1500
900
870
1240
1340
1550
1060
1230
1010
103.1 FM
1230
107.1 FM
94.3 FM
840
104 FM
1400
600
106.3 FM
1090
1480
940
1570
990
1010
800
1270
1320
95.5 FM
980
1290
810
540
980
1480
650
630
620
1600
790
1050
1280
1170
1370
690 AM
1610 AM
100.1 FM

7:45 am
8:15 am
6:45 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
6:45 am
Sat. 7:45 am
7:30 am
7:45 am
6:45 am
7:15 am
7:00 am
7:45 am
7:00 am
8:45 am
7:30 am
7:15 am
6:45 am
10:35 am
10:30 am
6:45 am
7:45 am
7:15 am
8:00 am
8:30 am
Sat. 8:30 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
Sat. 8:15 am
7:15 am
9:00 am
7:15 am
7:45 am
Sat. 7:45 am
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
6:15 am
7:45 am
8:45 am
12:20 pm
10:00 am
7:45 am
7:30 am
7:00 am
6:45 am
9:15 am
7:45 am
7:45 am
7:45 am

CANADA
Man.
Sask.

Colo.
Conn.

920
Portg. La Prairie CFRY
1420
CJVR
Melfort
CKSW 570
Swift Current
TV Broadcast Schedule
Cable Ch. 14
Ft. Collins
Cox Cable TV
Greater Hartford

Chicago
Illinois
Kentucky Louisville
Michigan Canton
Madison Hts.

Ch. 26 WCIU
Ch. 32 WLKY
Ch. 8
Ch. I 1

9:15 am
8:30 am
7:00 am
Sun. 10:00 am
Sun. 10:00 am
Tues 7:00 pm
Thurs. 8:00 pm
Sun. 7:00 am
Sun. 10:00 am
Fri. 8:30 pm
Tues & Thurs. 6:00 pm

N.H.
Ohio

Oregon
Texas

Wisc.

Roseville
Taylor
Manchester
Columbus

Piqua
Tipp-Monroe
Portland
Bedford
Dallas-Ft. Worth
Fort Worth

White Settlement
Milwaukee

Ch. 25
Ch. 34
Ch. 9 WMUR
Ch. 3

Mon. & Wed. 5:00 pm
Wed. & Fri. 7:00 pm
11:00 am
Wed. 7:30 am
Sat. 9:00 am
Sun. 8:30 am
Cable Ch. 13
Fri. 5:00 pm
Pub. Access Ch. 25
Thurs 8:30 pm
Liberty Cable 7
Sun. 6:00 pm
Cable TV
Fri. 5:00 pm
Ch. 27
Sun. 7:00 am
Sammons Cable
Sun. 11:00 am
Mon. 10:00 am
Thurs. 10:00 am
Cable TV
Tu. & Th. 6:30 pm
Ch. 55
7:00 am

Letters of Interest
Seeks Bible Study Class
"Would you please send me a complete list of your publications and information on your class ... I would like to
contact them for a possible Bible study class." (KY)
Has Many Questions
"Please send me your free 'Plan book' as mentioned on
radio station WEDO ... I sincerely hope it has the
answers to the many questions posed on the radio program that I have often asked myself regarding the Bible,
etc. (PA)
Was Jesus "Man or God?"
"Please send 4 copies of 'What Say the Scriptures Concerning Hell.' I am very interested in literature concerning
Jesus such as 'was he man or God.' The 3 extra copies of
`Scriptures Concerning Hell' will be given to my friends
who are also very interested in finding the truth ..." (CA)
Program "Fascinating"
"Would you please send The Divine Plan Journal? We
watch your program on Channel 33 and it's absolutely
fascinating!" (TX)
"Can't Wait to Get Into It"
"Please send me the book Studies in the Scriptures.
Thank you so much for Divine Plan of the Ages and the
Journal I just received. Your studies are right on time and
very accurate. God bless you. Please rush my order. I
can't wait to get into it. I listen to your program Saturday
evening at 8:30 on Cable Ch 13 in Columbus, OH." (OH)
Some Scriptures Conflict
"I thoroughly enjoyed you sermon today on radio station
KWFT ... please send me a copy. I'm a senior citizen trying to understand the Bible and do God's will, but I find
so many scriptures that seem to conflict with each other
— I do want to have a clearer understanding." (OK)
Seven Day Creation - Wonderful!
"Please send your free booklet on what God said — how
to be meek. Your story of God's seven day creation was
wonderful — it filled my soul. This is the first time I have
watched. I hope your program will come on again ... I
thank God I watched and was blessed." (MI)
Letters page 14
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CONVENTIONS
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be .filled." Matt. 5:6
October 1,2 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia.
King's Inn. Four speakers. Secretary: Mrs. Ed Beard,
8545 Geiger Road, St. Louis, MO 63121.
October 2 Bellingham, Washington. Scottish Rite Temple,
Corner of State & Maple Streets. Secretary: Alice
Rainford, 2315 Park Street, Bellingham, WA 98225.
October 9, 1983 Cleveland, Ohio. Masonic Temple, 3615
Euclid Avenue. Two speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A. Jarmon, 5648 Vickie Lane, Bedford Heights, OH 44146.
Phone: (216) 232-6970.
October 14-16 Fort Worth, Texas. Ramada Inn Central,
2000 Beach Street at 1-30, Phone: (817) 534-4801. Five
speakers. Opens Friday 1:15; Public witness 8 P.M:
"Behold Your King," Will Rogers Auditorium, 3301
West Lancaster; Baptismal, Sat. 4 P.M. Closes Sunday
3:30 P.M. Secretary: Mrs. George Wilmott, P.O. Box
4085, Fort Worth, TX 76106. Phone: (817) 237-9379.
October 29, 30 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Conley Inn
(Best Western), New Stanton at Pennsylvania Turnpike, Exit #8. Four speakers. Opens Sat. at 9:30 A.M.;
closes Sun. 4 P.M. Accommodations and reservations Secretary: Wesley A. Cramer, RD 1, Box 326-C,
Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (412) 258-2585.
November 25-27 Phoenix, Arizona. Thanksgiving
Annual. P.I.P.E. Bldg., 1616 E. Maryland, (602) 2772634. Five speakers. Opens Friday, 1 P.M., Thanksgiving Dinner 5 P. M.; closes Sunday 3 P.M. Question
Meeting. Secretary: R. Kandel, 2253 N. 17th Avenue,
Phoenix, AZ 85007. Phone: (602) 254-3519.
November 25-27 Akron, Ohio Fifth Thanksgiving
Annual. Ramada Inn (Fairlawn), Rte 18 & 1-77. Five
speakers. Secretary: Mrs. Harry Grable, 5644 Grove
Road, Clinton, Ohio 44216.
December 31-January 1,2 Chicago, Illinois. Chicago Bible
Students New Year's Annual. Location tentative:
Harold L. Richards High School, 10601 S. Central,
Oaklawn, IL. Seven speakers. Secretary: Ted Marten,
2033 Busse Highway, Des Plaines, IL 60016. Phone:
(312) 824-8916.
1984
February 12 Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania. Delaware Valley
Bible Students. Hugh Carcella Community Center, 920
Trenton Road. Secretary: Mrs. B. Greene, 291 Oaktree
Drive, Levittown, PA 19055.

"Let us crystallize our characters, so that we may be able
to endure all things; for God will prepare us for His presence by means of reproaches and persecutions, which
probably await us."
Laodicean Messenger, p. 291

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
August 11-16, 1984 Obsteig, Austria Hotel Tyrol. Eight
speakers from America; those from Europe to be substantially the same as last year. Trips to Poland and
France are planned after the convention.
COST
Round trip air transportation from North America
to Europe will be approximately $750 per adult from
east coast, $900 from west coast.
Daily cost for overnight accommodations will range
from $11 per adult at a bed-and-breakfast facility; $19
per adult at many hotels, to as much as $27 per adult
at the convention hotel itself. Children in their own
sleeping bags sharing their parents' rooms will be free.
Lunch — typically the Europeans big meal — will be
$5 per adult. Dinner at the hotel restaurant should cost
about $5.
A registration fee of approximately $5 per day per
adult from North America is being considered. This fee
would pay for the auditorium and part of the expenses
of the Polish brethren who cannot carry money out of
their country. These brethren will, however, provide
many of the services used at the convention and for
those who visit Poland afterward.
Those wishing to attend are asked to make a reservation now. Transportation and accommodations
details will be sent only to those who have reservations. An advance deposit of $100 per adult (if possible) is requested with reservation.
Send reservations and make checks payable to:
International Convention of Bible Students
1425 Lachman Lane
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Brethren, from page 11
"A Greater Peace of Mind"
• Brother Wayne H. Curnew (573 Pritchard Avenue,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 2K2) "Dear Brethren: 1
want to say I am appreciative of the Newsletter, and
the labors of love of all the brethren. This summer I
had the privilege of attending the Prince Albert Convention and was deeply blessed. I have been with the
Winnipeg friends a little over two years (just after moving out from Toronto) and due to circumstances have
little opportunity to attend out-of-town meetings or
conventions. One of the biggest blessings I've had this
year is in connection with this.
"I read and hear about isolated brethren who have
no friends around, or are very restricted in their mobility and activity due to illness or other circumstances,
and learn how the Lord deals with them. It has given
me a greater peace of mind. The Lord has helped me
to better understand how and why we should "be anxious for nothing" and "the peace of God" shall surely
be with us.
"I pray on behalf of all the saints everywhere, and
seek an interest in your prayers. Correspondence is
welcome." (Brother Curnew found a "Time" tract on a
bus in Winnipeg, and was immersed in April of 1982.
Editor)
Brethren page 14
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Letters from page 12
Found Answer in Program

Brethren from page 13
Disfellowshipped
• Sister Ruth Moran (Community Park Road, R.D. 3,
Box 122, Vandergrift, PA 15690) "Dear Friends: I
want to thank you for sending the Newsletter. Please
keep sending it. It is a source of information and a
comfort to me. You see, I was once in the `Watchtower.' I left them about twenty-five years ago (I am
now 74 years of age). I could no longer force myself to
swallow the unscriptural things going on in that organization ...
"At that time about forty followers left also and we
Just studied the Bible and talked to people about the
Lord's Coming Kingdom. We, of course, were
feilowshipped' on one pretext or other. We assembled
twice a week in a sister's home. She was about 80 years
of age and had traveled for years in her younger days.
She and another sister went far and wide on the train
— her husband was the engineer, and her travels were
free. She laid the groundwork of the classes established
in this valley.
'She refused the 'true religion' doctrine when the
Watchtower decided to become 'the only true religion'
in order that they would no longer be jailed for refusing to go to war.
"Before, 'religion was a snare of the devil and a
racket'... She said she absolutely would not make herself a hypocrite by now turning around ...
"Well, we had a wonderful tidy. But as time does,
it caught up with the older ones. Her daughter was not
sympathetic and our Bible Study ended. Some of them
still study at home and use Pastor Russell's books.
"So you can see that I am thankful for the Newstotter. I enjoy your news about Israel and about the
Watchtower group ..."

❑

The Bible's Chapters, Verses, Punctuations
It may be of service to brethren in their witnessing to
asiert that the Bible's division into chapters and verses,
and its punctuations are no part of the inspired Word,
having been added over a period of 300 years, and in
place for the past 400 years.
The Scriptures were divided into chapters in A.D. 1250
Cardinal Hugo de Sancto Caro.'
Some medieval manuscripts of the Bible have rudimentary punctuation, such as periods. Wycliffe added punctuations to the parts of the Bible he translated (1367) but
no part of his work was printed before the year 1731. 2
The first complete English Bible published with punctua,ions was Coverdale's in 1536. 3
The division into verses of the Old and New Testaments
as we have them today was made about 1550 in France
by Robert Stevens, a printer. He is said to have completed
t;%,, task on horseback while traveling from Lyons to
The first versified New Testament in English was publishef! in 1557. This was followed in 1560 by the publication of the entire Bible in this form which is known as the
Geneva Bible. 5 Coverdale was one of the Geneva brethren
who issued it. 6
Notes:

45
2.6
3

Charles H. H Wright. Bible Readers' Aids. (Red Letter Bible). The World Publishing
C ompi , .•Benjamin Wilson. bnphinic Diuelot t.
Coverdale's Bible, Facsimile. United Theological Seminary. Dayton. Ohio

"It was either last Saturday or Sunday that I happened to
switch your program on never having seen it before. I'm
sure that the Lord directed me to it as you were explaining that we are still in the 7th day of creation. That is the
answer I've been looking for ..."(N H)

Bereaved Comforted
"I would greatly appreciate receiving your free Bible
study book ... I enjoyed your radio program immelsely
this morning before I went to church. My husband parse, ,
awytomnhsg."(MN)

Wants Literature for Group
"Dear Brother in Christ. May God continue to bless you
and others who help your excellent programming. Please
mail scripture citations of today and prior printed copies.
I am planning to use these in group Bible studies." (LA)

Only 'Few Chosen' Why Many Born?
"A few days ago I read the verse 'many are called but few
are chosen.' I read and reread this trying to understand
this. I prayed about it. You see I'm a new Christian I
haven't been baptized yet. This morning I happened to
turn on the radio to hear you speaking about the Three
Ways. Thank God I did because I understand now what I
was reading. Praise the Lord for God's wonderful plan.
You see I have many loved ones that are in sin. It is
great burden. I try to talk to them but they can't understand me, but I keep trying. Thank God that there hope
beyond the grave should they miss out here in this life to
come to know Jesus. Now I understand why there are so
many people being born. I wondered why, if God was
going to choose only a few, why God permitted people to
be born to go to an eternal torture. I know God is a God
of love. Thank you for making it so simple to understard.
May God bless you. I would like to have The Three
Ways." (AZ)

New Look at Life and Death
"I was just watching CH 9 here in New Hampshire and
your program gave me a new look at life and death.
Could you please send me a copy of today's program."

Wants Answers
"I am not a curiosity seeker; 1 am a searcher for God's
truth. And it sounds to me you may have Gods truth.
Would you please answer some questions for me ..."
(NH)

The King's Business
Your success, and the kind of reception you receive when
circulating the truth, will in many instances depend largely
upon your own manner. It is an old saying that "Like
begets like," and if you go forth with your hearts full of
love for the dear "brethren" whom you seek to serve, and
if previous to starting you go on your knees to the Lord
to ask his blessing upon yourselves, as his servants, an: 4
uponyurefotinhservic,prayingforwisdom,grae
and a fullness of his spirit of love, your manner will no;
be bold and blatant; but kind, courteous, humble, yet
withal courageous, for you are there as a brother on the
business of the Elder Brother, the King, and have nothing
R. 17;.! 9
whatever to be ashamed of.

1983 BIBLE STUDENTS CONVENTION, HIRAM, OHIO
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God-and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

