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Greetings in the Lord
In this issue "Convention Reflections" is an appropriate
seasonal closing for a summer of convention blessings. It
is a resume of the last session of the Indiana-Ohio
Regional at Toledo, Ohio which reviews the benefits as
seen and experienced by each of the ten speakers on the
panel.
Another feature, "Dissident Jehovah's Witnesses,"
incorporates excerpts from two recent articles in the
Louisville Courier-Journal, and the St. Petersburg (Florida)
Times. Included are interviews with three ex-Witnesses, now
of our fellowship, that reveal some of the difficulties
involved for Witnesses in leaving the organization.
This spate of publicity focusing attention on Bible
Students can be expected to bring twofold blessings: in
the form of trials, and also opportunities for letting our
light shine out upon the darkness. Perhaps the Lord will
grant some the privilege of pointing bewildered exWitnesses to the Studies in the Scriptures, for there is no
light anywhere else. It is hoped that any having contact
with these groups will be bold—as was the Apostle Paul
to a similarly blinded group—to declare the Present
Truth, that some might hear and receive the light!

COMMITTEE FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS
FROM verbal communication with leaders of the peace
movement, we have learned there is a consensus that
some form of conscription will begin within a year.
However, they are reluctant to put this in writing. Even
though we have found that these individuals tend to be
alarmists, it would be the better part of discretion to
prepare accordingly.
The wheels of Selective Service are moving. The
selection of draft boards and conscription personnel has
begun.
Further, Dr. Bond has indicated that in the event of a
peace time draft the mobilization draft regulations might
be used. This would put the C.O. under a very tight time
limitation to prove his sincerity.
WE URGE ALL 18-20 YEAR-OLDS TO DO THE
FOLLOWI NG:
Within 72 hours of a mobilization draft, the
National Selective Service Headquarters would mailgram
IA classification and induction notices to 18-20-year-olds
who have registered. Selective Service could limit
conscientious objectors to a 10 day period after receiving
this classification and induction notice to document their
case. We recommend that our brethren prepare
themselves for this possibility by taking the following 5
steps.

see Objectors, Page 9

ENTERED INTO REST
.. We shall all be changed... in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump..."1 Cor. 15.51, 52
Brother John Kaziak of the Western New York
Ecclesia, ended his consecrated walk on June 29 at 85
years. He emigrated from Poland in 1912 at the age of 16
and settled in the Buffalo area. When he married in 1919
both were Catholic, but they came in contact with the
Truth in 1923 through the faithful witness of a Polish
sister. Brother John served for many years as an elder of
the Polish Class there which in recent years had lost all
but two members in death.
He is survived by his wife, Sister Frances (c/o Theodore
Bachorski, 6408 Ward Road, Sanborn, NY 14132); a son,
Brother Dan of Detroit; a daughter, Sister Esther
Bachorski; five grandchildren—two consecrated: Sisters
Gloria Zendler and Suzanne Jambor; six greatgrandchildren—one consecrated: Brother Keith Zendler
(See New Brethren). Brother Allon MacAlister, an elder
in Brother John's ecclesia, delivered the funeral discourse.
Sister Sue Flinn of San Diego, California Ecclesia, died
August 7 at the age of 85 years. She consecrated her life
to the Lord about fifteen years ago, although she had
had discussions for many years with a Truth sister. An
elder in the ecclesia noted that she was always well
prepared for the study meetings and exhibited a genuine
love of the Truth.
Sister Flinn is survived by her husband, Walter of 4964
71st Street, San Diego, California 92115.
Sister Theresa Greiss of the Paterson, New Jersey
Ecclesia, died on July 30 at 102 years of age. Born blind,
she saw the light of Truth about 38 years ago, having
heard it from Sister Edmonds with whom she lived for a
number of years, but did not accept it until after her
death. Sister Edmonds was active in the Braille work
under Pastor Russell.
Sister Greiss was unable to attend meetings the last
five years of her life, but was regular in attendance before
then and served the ecclesia as pianist when needed.
Sister Vinnie Henning of Kearney, Nebraska finished her
course on August 2 at the age of 94. She was a child
when her parents received the Truth, and as a young girl
she consecrated her life to the Lord also. Sister Henning's
children were brought up in the Truth which is now a
comfort to them in their loss. Three daughters survive
her: Vinnetta Henning with whom she lived, Darlene
Classen and Earla Zink.
Brother Lyle Cook delivered her funeral witness.

see Deaths, Page 2
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NEW BRETHREN IN CHRIST
... For this is the will of God, even your sanctifiction..."

I Thess. 4.3
Immersed at lsilomar, California on May 24:
Brother Rick Evans, Fresno Bible Students, is the son
of Brother Richard.
Immersed at Toledo, Ohio on July 23:
Brother Robert Dupe11, North Brookfield,
Massachussetts Ecclesia, is the husband of Sister
Eleanor;
Brother Keith Zendler, Bible Students Ecclesia of
Southeast Michigan, is the son of Brother Norman
and Sister Gloria, and great-grandson of the late
Brother John Kaziak.
Immersed at Chicago, Illinois on August 23:
Sister Helen Pulios, is the wife of the late Brother
Angelos.
From the LaGrange, Illinois Study Group—
Sister Pearl Owens, is a co-worker of Brother Eugene
Simmons;
Brother Marron and Sister Emma Mae Gibson,
received a witness from Sister Owens, a former
member of their church;
Sister Patricia Artis is the daughter of Sister Owens.
Immersed at Jackson, Michigan on September 6:
From Connellsville, Pennsylvania EcclesiaBrother Randall Cramer, is the son of Sister Ruth;
Brother Robert Wiggins, is a former student of
Brother Duane Craiiivr.
Immersed at Beloit, Wisconsin on September 7:
Brother William Knox, Chicago Bible Students, is the
fiance of Sister Joanna Hagensick.
From the Beloit Ecclesia
Brother Donald Stoickes is the son of Sister Freida
Meyer;
Sister Linda Stoickes is the wife of Brother Donald.
Deaths, continued from Page I

Brother Nick Karoukis, of the Toledo, Ohio Ecclesia
finished his course July 2 at age 86. He emigrated from
Greece in 1910. Later, shown the Divine Plan of the
Ages, he borrowed it as copies were not available at that
time, and took a week off from work to copy the volume
word-for-word.
Always zealous, his witnessing on the boat returning to
Greece in 1927 brought charges of "being out of his
mind." He continued to praise the Lord, through the last
days of his life in the hospital. Though retired since 1961,
twelve co-workers at his funeral praised his example.
Brother Brandle gave his funeral witness.
Sister Nellis Marek of Chicago, Illinois died July 18 at
the age of 87. She was the wife of the late Brother Frank,
an elder in the Polish Class for many years. She gave a
wonderful witness and example in the final months of her
life to her housekeeper-nurse. Sister Marek is survived by
a son, Ted; a daughter, Gene; 7 grandchildren, also greatgrandchildren. Brother Edmund Jezuit conducted the
funeral service.

Sister Norma Mitchell, formerly of New York, recently
removed to Clinton, Connecticut, suffered a stroke on
February 23, and finished her course on. August 6 in her
81st year. She was born into a Truth family and
consecrated her life to the Lord as a teenager. Her
mother was Sister Cory, and Brothers Roy and Martin
were her twin brothers.
Her brother, Harrison, whose kindness eased her
closing experiences, survives her; also a niece, Sister Jean
Weeks, and two grandnieces, Sisters Lori Duhaime and
Donna Matthewson.
Brother Angelos Pulios, an elder in the Greek class in
Chicago, Illinois for many years, finished his course at
age 82 on. June 2. His wife, Sister Helen survives, and
symbolized her consecration on August 23 at the Chicago
Bible Students convention. Brother Paterson and Brother
Edmund Jezuit conducted the funeral service in Greek
and English.
Sister Freida Saphore died in Israel in 1978 at 90 years
of age, but brethren have but recently learned of it. She
had lost touch with the brethren for some time, but
through the persistent efforts of Sister Alpha Koterba her
death was verified some days ago by the Mayor of
Natanya where she died.
Sister Saphore had worked at Bethel for a time, and
her husband, Brother Allon served as a pilgrim under
Brother Russell. The older brethren will remember a
novel touch to his visits—his rendition of the hymns on a
musical saw.
Brother John Schultz of the North Brookfield,
Massachusetts Ecclesia, finished his course on May 16
aftei a difficult two-year struggle with muscular
dystrophy. "He left a blessed example of patience and
loving submission throughout his painful, prolonged
experience" is the testimony of his ecclesia. He was 71
years of age and had been consecrated since 1947.
Brother Schultz is survived by his wife, a son, and two
grandchildren; three brothers: Joseph, Edward, and
Brother Henry; four sisters: Irene Petraitis, Sisters Nellie
Buravich, Mary Doros and Bertha'Allen.
Sister Ruth Seklemian of San Francisco, California
suffered a heart attack on August 26 and finished her
course of 63 years on September 2 in her 81st year. She
had been a victim of Parkinson's disease also, for the
past five years or more, and had endured a great
affliction.
Sister Ruth was born to consecrated parents (the
Mathisens) and consecrated her life to the Lord at 18
years of age. She is survived by Brother Robert, her
husband of 53 years (See Afflicted); a son, Robert; a
sister, Sister Roberta Josiah; a niece, Sister Gloria Luce.
Brother Arnold Staub, an elder in the Divine Plan Bible
Students Ecclesia, Sacramento, California, died
September 7 of a heart attack. His wife, Sister Winifred
finished her course last August. Brother Staub is survived
by his daughter, Sister Elaine Redeker, 5554 N. Pal Mal
Avenue, Temple City, CA 91780.
Sister Stella Zasadzinski of Chicago, Illinois ended her
course on June 10 at the age of 85. She was the wife of
the late brother John, a deacon in the Polish Class for
many years. A son, John survives and 6 grandchildren.
Brother Edmund Jezuit officiated.
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INDIANA-OHIO ECCLESIAS'
7th Regional Convention

Convention Reflections
The six days of convention at Toledo, Ohio (July 21-26)
closed with a unique session—a panel of ten of the
speakers and a moderator, reflecting on the events and
blessings of the week. This limited resume will furnish
those unable to
glimpses of the week's activities
attend.
The first part was given to testimonies by the speakers
which were all very stimulating but space will permit only
summaries of a few.
Brother Edmund Jezuit, the moderator of the panel,
spoke of his reactions upon receiving the program and
finding he had been given four assignments—all on
different days—and he had planned to spend only two
days at the convention. But as the days and blessings
mounted, he said he began to feel a little guilty. The
Lord had changed his plans to give him these blessings
and he had rebelled. The moral: Don't make your plans
so rigid that you can't change them because the Lord
does change things for our benefit...

Brother Eugene Burns said he had looked forward to
meeting and renewing relationships with the brethren,
and to having some heart-to-heart talks. In these
experiences, we can see how the Lord's hand is touching
the lives of His people. He said, this renews his own
determination to be faithful to the Lord, the Truth, and
the brethren..,. He was reminded of I Peter 5:10, "After
you have suffered awhile—then the God of all grace who
has called you to the eternal glory in Christ, will restore,
will establish and strengthen you." The convention, he
said was a restoring and strengthening experience for
him, and he thanked all who made it possible.
Brother William Geisinger expressed his pleasure to be
there though just for two. days... He said he tries to find
points in the discourses he can relate to his own
experiences, and found one in Brother Gene's discourse—
when Elijah got discouraged and wished he could die.
But the Lord gave him something else to do: Go anoint
three individuals. Probably this was the last thing Elijah
wanted to do.
Brother Geisinger related how his job has to do with
working out problems that arise daily and hourly, and
sometimes they are a bit perplexing. When troubled
about something he doesn't know how to solve, he said
he turns to the Lord in prayer, and the Lord gives him
guidance—but not in the way he would like or expect.
"Often," he said, "I get a new problem—harder than the
one I was troubled about." Surprisingly, he said, the new
problem takes his mind off the first problem, and it
works itself out, without him having to do anything
about it—he can forget it and concentrate on the new
problem...
Brother Kenneth Rawson—One of the joys of the
convention for him was seeing the Lord's people so
happy and he appreciated the spirit they exhibited. He
said he felt he was one of a number at the convention
who was developing sympathy for the unemployed. Over
the years at his work, he said he had been forced to take
stands and make decisions because of Truth principles
that would eventually put his job in jeopardy—and now
it had happened. The company wanted to keep him, but

despite his seniority, the union said he was the man that
had to go. The president of the company was
disappointed to lose him and tried to line up another job,
but it involved a man the union was trying to eliminate—
Brother Ken thought, unfairly—so he could have nothing
to do with it. Then another interview for a job developed
and he said he had to document all his experience back
to his school days. He termed his C.O. stretch as "civilian
public service" but the personnel manager pursued it
further. At that piont, he thought, 1 can evade this, but
decided instead to state plainly that he had been a
conscientious objector during the draft. Although the
superintendent of the printing plant wanted him for the
job, he was not hired... He said he appreciates that in
the time of trial the Lord gives us added testings to see
how we act and if we are still willing to live by His
principles of righteousness. Brother Ken said he rejoices
in those principles because they are so beautiful.

Brother Edgar Buckley rejoiced that he could be with the
brethren as he was on vacation. He related an experience
he had on the way that "sobered me up a bit," he said,
"perhaps for my good." A yellow Monza had been
following him for some distance and while going through
a town, he noticed a police car coming from the other
direction. "It turned around and came back toward me."
Brother Edgar was about to pull over but it was the
Monza the police wanted. Then he mused, It could very
well have been me. I didn't have my eye on the
speedometer as well as I thought... the Monza was
following me! I'm going to a convention and supposed to
be obeying the laws. I'm an elder at that, and someone
could be pulling me over for breaking the law! He said
these were sobering thoughts.
Further, he observed that how we act toward one
another makes or breaks a convention. Do we approach
each other in the spirit of love...?
It is something to think about. He appreciated all he
had observed and learned from the convention, but
wondered what he had done to help it himself... "Am I
really doing what I should be doing?... Sometimes I
forget to watch that."
Brother Edward Lorenz (A taped Testimony)
"..."It is a real joy dear brethren to still find the Harvest
truths spoken clearly from the platform and in much of
our private fellowship. Having striven to serve the Lord
for many decades it is evident the Lord is still with us...
manifested by the power of the Truth in my life and the
lives of the brethren whom I love. I'm glad to notice that
the appreciation of the Seventh Messenger, Brother
Russell, still is found clearly in the hearts and minds of
many of the brethren. My personal prayer... is that by
His grace and strength in my life, 1 can continually strive
to serve, to help my brethren that... they may also run
faithfully, truthfully, and finally wear the victor's crown.
Dear Brethren, pray with me and pray together that we
might be found faithful doing the will of the Lord, Come
what may!"
see Reflections, page 4

It is often easier to fight for principles than to
live up to them.
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Reflections on the Program
continued from Page 3
The moderator asked how the speakers liked the program
format—was it balanced? Was there enough variety—
doctrine, character, prophecy? Could it be improved?

Brother Robert Gray stated that he had sought the
opinions of others at the convention and found a variety
on the subject. He said the longer and shorter talks and
question periods of themselves gave a variety. He noted
that certain topics need more time than others, to give
enough information. He liked the regularity of a
testimony meeting each day at 4 p.m.; the 45-minute
fellowship breaks, and long meal periods were quite
useful, as brethren come to conventions to fellowship as
well as to be instructed. If those periods are shorter he
said, there is a temptation to continue the discussion at
the cost of missing a discourse or testimony session.
He found some were concerned that the questions may
have put the speakers at a disadvantage. Others felt that
a speaker, if unable to give an off-the-cuff answer, should
not mind saying so. Personally, he thought such sessions
were a good opportunity to share information... A final
point suggested by someone was having questions
submitted for a later time—when the speaker could have
considered them. Some expressed a preference for more
variety: small group studies, symposiums, and panel
discussions. Brother Gray said he enjoyed the program as
it was, but could have enjoyed it other ways as well.
Brother Kenneth Rawson observed that these points are
matters of preference. There is no principle involved.
Some brethren never find enough time to fellowship,
others after fifteen minutes are in their seats waiting for
the next meeting. Some brethren never find enough time
to study and probe the depths of a subject. Other minds
don't want exhaustless probing... He had no objection to
the format but would prefer to have an open
discussion—questions and discussion with audience
participation... A survey would show, no doubt, that
most in attendance liked the arrangement because they
came. Some who did not come had told him it was
because of the format.
Ecclesia Secretary Change
Bible Students Ecclesia of St. Louis
Mrs. J.E. Beard
8545 Geiger
St. Louis, MO 63121
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the
Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton, Ohio. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students
who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy
Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through His faithful and wise servant, the late
Pastor Charles Taze Russell and promulgated
through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures; Tabernacle Shadows, and other of the
Pastor's writings.
Ecclesias and individual brethren ar invited to
submit authentic information for publication. News
items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their
accuracy.
Deadline to submit material for the December
issue of the Newsletter is November first.

Brother David Rice noted that he had found, as others
on the panel, that most responded favorably to the
question sessions and general format of the convention.
Some thought the questions were good in that it gave the
speakers a heightened responsibility for the matter each
presented. Some said that although they appreciated the
arrangement as a variety, they would not suggest that the
format be universally adopted. Some suggested a
chairman to accept the questions, as this would be more
considerate of the speakers. However, there were mixed
feelings at having a chairman for this exchange.
Brother Eugene Burns said that a convention is a potluck arrangement—what is concerning a brother and the
subject of his study at the time, is what he gives. Each
one has his own approach. But efforts to orchestrate for
a proper balance, is not always the best arrangement. He
said he had not attended the whole convention, but there
had been a balance evident in the program. By leaving it
to choice, the varied results shows a healthy condition. It
seems to indicate the spirit of the Lord is providing what
we need without our trying to control the matter. Bible
Students have the blessings of a multiple ministry... and
at times the whole congregation becomes contributors.
"We have a grand arrangement," he said.
What was the spirit of the brethren?
Brother Burns said it was salutary, wholesome. The
brethren came with their burdens, blessings and
expectations, and he thought they were filled, renewed
and edified.

Reflections on the Public Witness
Brother Tom Gilbert was unable to stay to the close of
the convention but submitted his reflections on the
Pyramid film showing which Brother Weeks read:
"The Pyramid presentation provided a beautiful
complement to "For This Cause" program. The approach
to the subject was perhaps the best that could be taken in
presenting the message of the Pyramid to the public. The
program is beautifully polished in comparison to its
original form that some saw a year ago. Perhaps some
aspects of the arrangement for showing the film may be
controversial among the brethren: charging admission
and not associating the name of Bible Students with the
presentation, for example.
"Since our desire is to put forth the message of Truth
to any who will listen we should be tolerant of different
approaches that may be tried until results can be
evaluated. At the same time we should not become overly
concerned with having every detail of the arrangement
perfect so as not to alienate any members of the public,
because those whom the Lord wishes to hear the message
will be drawn by it despite any flaws in its presentation."

Theme Discourse and Testimony Meetings
Brother James Heeg responding to the question, Did the
theme discourse and testimonies have an effect on the
spirituality of the convention, was certain that they did.
The discourse on the theme of 3 John 3, developed five
major points: 1) understanding truth, 2) loyalty, 3) joy, 4)
courage, and 5) confidence. These elements were well
reflected in the testimonies, he said. Each day, he noticed
that they seemed to follow a particular theme. In the first
meeting, the majority stressed being joyful in
tribulation--grateful for their trials and difficulties. On
the second, there was great appreciation for God's grace
see Reflections, Page 5
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and overruling providences. The third meeting seemed to
reflect the exercise of faith, as it applies to stepping out
on God's promises... The final meeting was a summary
of all three—a manifestation of the Lord's blessing
because we have submitted to His will. The courage
aspect was manifested by joy in tribulation and
willingness to exercise it under adverse conditions, and
finally confidence, in the appreciation of God's grace and
goodness in our lives... Asked if he thought it essential
to have an hour-long testimony session daily, he said it
would be very difficult to realize what our brethren are
going through without the testimony meeting... "Yes,"
Brother Heeg said,"1 think many testimony opportunities
at a convention are valuable. They are the highlights of a
convention for me."
Brother William Geisinger was asked if the fruits of the
spirit were evident to him in the brethren? and he
responded with a positive "Yes! and I am sure they were
to all of you also." He reported some of Brother Brent
Hislop's observations during the week: he saw many
good examples of warmth, kindnesses and taking the
initiative in fellowship. It seems that several brethren are
out of jobs, yet are showing a great trust and resignation
to the Lord's will, manifesting faith which is a fruit of the
spirit. Brother Brent also observed that the brethren had
been a good witness to the University people. One of the
janitors told him, "It's pure heaven to clean up after you
people in comparison to the University students." This,
he said, is a manifestation of the fruit of the spirit also.
Brother Geisinger's own observations in the short time he
had been there were manifestations of patience in
circumstances that called for patience... taking the group
picture especially which was a bit uncomfortable, but he
didn't hear anyone complaining. On a personal level he
said, there wasn't a time that he went up or down the
steps in the auditorium but that someone was nearby
offering assistance. This is a manifestation of love, of
goodness, he said.
Brother George Tabac was asked to compare the benefits
of a regional convention to the ecclesia-sponsored ones,
and would this be good to introduce on the East or West
coasts?
He said conventions are a vital necessity for brethren,
whether local, regional or general, the benefits are similar
to all. He referred to the Manna comments of January 8
about the Lord's people being the most polite, the most
generous, the most loving etc. of all the people in the
world, and noted that it is a great privilege to meet with
such people. We may tend to hear only one viewpoint of
the Scriptures on doctrine, application, etc. in the
ecclesia, but in convention he said one can hear many
other viewpoints expressed—on the platform and in
fellowship. He thought the fellowship at conventions is as
important as the discourses... Often the answer to a
prayer is given through a testimony—another important
aspect of a testimony meeting.
The convention also provides good opportunities for
young people—a child may think he is the only one in
the world that has this unusual viewpoint. Then in
convention he discovers that he is not the only one—
there are many others! It gives the young people more
confidence...

Arranging for a convention by the local ecclesia or
several ecclesias as this one, can be a great blessing. It is
a test in the business meetings that precede it. But that's
good as we need those experiences to apply Christian
principles in how we conduct ourselves. It's a joy to work
shoulder to shoulder with other brethren.
Should there be other regional conventions—yes, it
would be good for brethren on the West coast, for
example, as they would have difficulty coming so far to
this regional convention...
Brother Edgar Buckley was asked, What value is there in
a Love Feast? Why have it? What does it accomplish? He
said it gives the friends an opportunity to thank the
speakers for their service. He then read 1 Thess. 5.12,13,
"But we entreat you brethren to acknowledge those who
toil among you, both presiding over you in the Lord and
admonishing you; and esteem them very highly in love on
account of their work.." This is balanced by James 3:1
(for elders): "Do not many of you become teachers, my
brethren, knowing that we shall receive a severer
judgment."
So the Love Feast gives opportunity for those who
serve and those who are served to come together, he said.
This is not to say that those who serve are 'up here' and
those who are served are 'down there' because when each
one has served he goes and sits with the rest. We are all
brethren—all one in Christ, and only one Master...
Would he recommend a Love Feast for every
convention?
That is for the ecclesia having the convention to decide,
he said. Some brethren do not go through the line, they
have their reasons. He admitted there were times when he
didn't either, but he recommended it as good to do...
one more opportunity to get a little better acquainted.
Brother Jezuit noted that Brother Cipperly who is 85,
was next to him in line at the Love Feast, and near the
end he said his arm and muscle began to ache. Asked
what happened in old days when five or six hundred
people came through the line, Brother Cipperley replied,
"All the brethren left with a sore arm. They paid a price
but were glad to do it."

AFFLICTED AND ISOLATED BRETHREN
"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with .fire,
might be found unto praise and honor and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ." 1 Peter 1.7

Sister Helen Biluk had undergone surgery and was
reported in the June Newsletter as Sister Helen Bielicki
by mistake. The address was correct: 5093 Sobieski,
Detroit, Michigan 48212.
Sister Pauline Deines (125 N. Meldrum, Apt. 108, Fort
Collins, CO 80521) suffered a heart attack on August 6,
was hospitalized six days, and now recovering at home.
Her daughter, Sister LaVonne Erhlich stayed with her for
a time providing personal care and fellowship.
Sister Clara Dorr (Sehome Plaza, 702 32nd Street 110,
Bellingham, WA 98225) "I wish to thank my brethren for
the many cards and messages of love and encouragement
they have sent me in my time of affliction. Be assured of
my prayers on your behalf."
see Afflicted, Page 6
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Sister LaVonne Erhlich (515 E. Drake Road #204-A,
Fort Collins, CO 80525) "I wish to thank all the brethren
for the many cards, letters, prayers and words of comfort
during the past three and a half years of my heavy trial. I
am grateful to the Lord for the many blessings received
in the trial. He does not leave us nor forsake us and will
not give us more than we can bear, as only He knows
what we can bear with His help. May the Lord bless all
of you."
Brother Mike Kaszpak (1069 Boyd Avenue, Winnipeg,
Manitoba R2X 1A2) is hospitalized, recovering from
recent surgery.
Brother Frank and Emma Kendall (1173 Angelo Lake
Drive, Avon Park, Florida 33825) Brother Frank has
been afflicted with shingles of the head and face for more
than a year and reports that a new herbal remedy is
reducing the pain. His wife, Sister Emma broke her wrist
on May 28 and is still enduring considerable misery with
it. The cast was removed in July.
Sister Jennie McCoy (10275 Virginia Lee Drive,
Centerville, Ohio 45459) is immobolized by muscular
sclerosis for the past two years and requires daily nursing
care. She is the mother of two children, 9 and 16 years.
Her husband, Medford carries a heavy burden.
Sister Clara Ogan (1112 E. Beaver Road (P.O. Box 336),
Kawkawlin, MI 48185) was hospitalized recently, and is
now readmitted and scheduled for early surgery.
Sister Eva Peddemors (222 Walker Street, Piqua, Ohio
45356) suffered two accidents within the space of two
months, but is making a good recovery. On June 7 she
was frightened by a dog rushing at her while walking on
her street causing her to fall, breaking her left wrist and
chipping the bone in the right one. Both hands were
immobilized for a month, but with the aid of her
husband, Joe and a kind neighbor she was able to carry
on.
Then on July 24, Sister Eva fell in her home, and in
trying to avoid further injury to her wrists, she pulled the
cartilege of two ribs which has been a very painful
experience. She said these experiences have been a big
lesson in faith, and she has accepted them as necessary
since permitted by the Lord for her development.
Brother Wilbur N. Poe (c/o Beatrice Sargent, Rt. I, 106
Light Street, Felicity, Ohio 45120) recovering from a
broken hip (December 29, two days before his 90th
birthday) fell in July while walking out-of-doors with the
aid of a walker. He suffered a hairline knee fracture
which returned him to the hospital for a stay of several
weeks that proved to be a severe and painful ordeal.
Since returning to his sister's home he has been admitted
to the hospital at Georgetown, Ohio recently and then
readmitted on Saturday August 29 with a persistent
kidney infection. Due to his weakened condition he is not
permitted visitors by his doctor's order. He is unable to
read his mail and doesn't wish to have it read to him. His
sister, Beatrice Sargent, who is giving him excellent
nursing care, is also caring for their elderly sister, the
victim of a recent stroke, and the strain upon her has
necessitated a ban on telephone calls from all but family
members.
Thus, through circumstance Brother Poe is cut off
from his brethren in the closing scenes of his life. But

prayers may ascend to our Heavenly Father for comfort
and strength in his Gethsemane experience.
Sister Ellanora Rice (5650 Coach Drive West, Dayton,
Ohio 45440) gave a testimony on her first visit to the
Class in nearly a year, due to a stroke:
"We never know when things are going to strike us. I
have been helpless for almost a year. I was stricken on
the right side and in the hospital 96 days. At times I was
like a vegetable and knew nothing. During that time I
had therapy which continues, and the therapist tells me I
am doing wonderfully, but I can't see it. Before this
happened I had great faith and knew the Lord loved
me... Now I can pray and understand my prayers more
than I could in the hospital. The Lord is very good to me
and my husband, Jess. He is not strong and I have been
a great burden to him—more than he can take care of at
times. But he is a wonderful husband and is so thankful I
am home. It was through the prayers, cards and messages
of the brethren that I am here today. Please continue to
pray for us because we both need them. We are so
grateful to the Lord and our brethren!"
Sister Mary K. Schnee (1707 Biltmore, Muncie, Indiana
47302) gave a progress report (July 27) on her facial
surgery reported in the June 1980 issue. "...This ordeal
for over one-and-a-half years has been quite an
unusual—and undreamed of—experience for me in the
narrow way. I still must go one day at a time. I don't
know how much follow-up work will be involved by the
plastic surgeon—even he may not know. He has only
told me, 'I'll explain as we go'... So this is something to
accept resignedly as of the Lord's permission. What He
has seen fit to permit, I should see fit to endure.
`Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.' 3
John 2."
Brother Robert Seklemian (1893 28th Avenue, San
Francisco, CA 94122) has been afflicted with an ailing
heart for the past three years, and now is bereaved by the
death of his wife, Sister Ruth on September 2. Their
marriage of 53 years has been rich in the joys of serving
the Lord, and in recent years, a great comfort to each
other in their afflictions. Brother Seklemian will
appreciate the prayers of brethren for solace in his loss,
while recognizing that it is Sister Ruth's gain.
Brother Edward Thompson (P.O Box 1087, Edgewater,
FL 32032) an elder in the Steubenville Ecclesia, was
injured when he went to the aid of a policeman during an
attempted robbery in the store he manages. The robber,
just three days out of prison, had knifed the policeman,
and Brother Ed caught hold of him. The assailant's knife
scraped across Brother Ed's face as he aimed for his
heart, but the Lord interfered and the knife caught in his
necktie and hung there, as the man ran away. Brother Ed
did not know he was being knifed, and though there was
some blood loss, his cuts were not deep enough to
require stitches.
Brother Thompson is in the process of retiring from
his job and moving to Florida.
Brother Ernest Wylam (1400 Medical Park Drive, Room
304, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825) is bereaved by the
death of his wife, Edith in July. They had shared the
same room at the nursing home which adds to Brother
Wylam's sense of loss. He is very lonely and in need of
spiritual encouragement, and although visits must be
short, they would be sources of blessings to him.

7.

Michigan State Fair Witness

HARVEST ACTIVITIES
"And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal..." John 4:36

San Diego Fair Effort
The San Diego Bible Students have had a fair booth
witness for the past thirteen years, and this year's theme:
"There is No Burning Hell," is said to have been the
second best attention-getter they have had. Rated best,
was "How To Study the Bible and Have it Make Sense."
The discussions too, were considered to have been of a
higher quality than those in some other years, perhaps
due to the use of a direct approach. One couple is
attending the meetings regularly as a result of the Fair
witness.
About 6,000 booklets of various topics were
distributed, of which 975 were Hell booklets.
Sixteen workers staffed the booth for 17 days--each a
12-hour day of two shifts.
From the San Diego, California Blade Tribune, June 25,
1981—
-

is no burning
HELL!

FREE LATE

Salvation, Gospel at Del Mar Fair,
Not far from a booth selling personalized rolling paper, a
Bible student waits for business beneath a mural which
says "There is No Burning Hell!"
The San Diego Bible Students work shifts staffing their
booth as a class activity and will hand out literature only
if someone requests it.
"We sometimes get in a conversation, but we usually
have to open them up," said David Karavas of San
Diego. "We don't force our beliefs on anyone. You can't
sell the Truth, so everything we have is free and we
operate totally from our donations..."

"How To Study the Bible and Have It Make Sense" was
the theme for the Southeast Michigan Bible Students'
booth at the State Fair in Detroit, which opened on
August 28 and continued through Labor Day.
The aim of the brethren in this witness effort was to
place the Divine Plan of the Ages in as many hands as
possible. Those serving followed Pastor Russell's advice
to the colporteurs: Create a desire to read the volume,
but avoid lengthy discussions. Follow-up calls on the
telephone are made after people have had time to begin
reading the volume. Cards were provided at the booth to
obtain names for this follow-up and for the Class
newsletter mailings. The eleven day effort required three
shifts a day, and two persons on each shift.
Literature sold: 465 First Volumes (New Brunswick
paperback); 117 Where Are the Dead?; 170 How to
Study the Bible; 19 What is This World Coming To? 36
Manner and Object of Christ's Return; 37 Glossalalia; 25
Time to Favor Zion; 15 Early Christian View of Military
Service. Additionally, several thousand tracts were
handed to the people at the booth.
Due to the cold rainy weather, the attendance was
estimated to be down about 40 percent, but the brethren
found that on the slowest days they had the best witness
experiences.
Comments and observations: A man who approached
the booth and began buying something of everything
offered, with little or no persuasion, said he was buying
the items for his son. He had been attending a Baptist
Bible College, but couldn't return due to lack of funds,
and his father was encouraging him to study on his own.
Contacts at the Fair pointed up the fact that a lot of
people have been attending Bible study classes at their
churches. An older man, new to Bible study, was thrilled
with the concept of topical study and the chart. Brethren
showed him how to use the concordance which was a
delight to him.
Everyone buying a volume was urged to read it, and to
look up every scripture as well. This was emphasized to
people with church connections especially, to dispel any
concern that the volume might be the persuasive
literature of a cult.
One brother found in his witnessing that the question
approach is best. When asked if he had gone to a
theological school, instead of saying No, he asked, Why
do you ask? On receiving her answer, he asked if she had
a scripture for her thought.
Another asked if the brother believed in the deity of
Christ, and he replied, Do you believe it? Receiving an
affirmative answer, he then asked for a scripture, and
being shown a supposed proof text, the brother pointed
out another text, and asked how that could be
harmonized. This method, he said, places the burden of
proof on those who come questioning the Bible Students
credentials to turn attention away from the message the
brethren are endeavoring to hold forth, and entangle
them in argument.
see Harvest, Page 8

ZIP PLUS 4 CODE
The Newsletter's Zip Plus 4 code is: 45459-0033. The
Postal Service suggests that we advise our readers to use
this full nine digit code when addressing us. Also, that
each reader send us his Zip Plus 4 code as soon as it is
supplied him by the Postal Service.

There is no place where the proof of our
ability to rule our spirit is better shown than
in our own home. R. 5488

8.
Harvest, continued from Page 7

"For This Cause" Showings

Kentucky State Fair Witness

Seen by nearly 50,000 in its three years of showings, the
mixed-media production, "For This Cause" begins a tour
of two months in the following cities:
September 19, 20 Denver, CO area
26, Kalispell, MT
October 2, New Westminster, BC
3, Duncan, BC
4, Seattle, WA
8, Sandpoint, ID
10, Portland, OR
11 Gresham, OR
15, Merced, CA
16, Visalia, CA
17, Fresno, CA
18, Palo Alto, CA
21-23, San Diego, CA
24, Riverside, CA
25, Pasadena, CA
30, Houston, TX
31, Opelousas, LA
November I, New Orleans, LA
6, Oklahoma City, OK
8, Omaha, NE

The New Albany Bible Students Ecclesia of Indiana
sponsored a booth at the Kentucky State Fair in
Louisville August 13-22 with the theme, "The Bible
Teaches YOU DO NOT HAVE AN IMMORTAL
SOUL, BUT A RESURRECTION IS PROMISED."
More than 4,000 tracts and booklets, and 263 First
Volume magazines were distrubuted. A tract on
"Immortality"' was prepared especially for this witness
effort.
Sixty persons left their names for the mailing list;
another nine were taken for special follow-up: one
wanted the meeting address, another contacted before,
was considered a good prospect as he has all the
volumes; at least two others (in addition to the 9)
expressed a desire for personal contacts with the persons
to whom they had talked.
Many who served recognized some of the blessings
they received as being the need to exercise much
patience, the necessity for further study to answer some
questions, the development of greater faith, relying on
the Lord for help, and that we can learn from others in
various ways.
The assistance of out-of-town brethren was very much
appreciated by the Ecclesia. Their service eased the
physical pressures on the local brethren of staffing 12hour days, over a period of 10 days.

YOU DO NOT HA
Al IINICCAL SCCL
BUT

Ecclesisas or individuals interested in the use of this
program in their areas may obtain information from:
George Tabac, 900 Brentwood Drive, Bensenville, IL
60106. Phone: (312) 595-0984

SERVING THE BRETHREN
"Hereby perceive we the love because he laid down his
life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren." Romans 12.11

Report on "Hell" Tract

New Albany Bible Students

*Tract
• "Immortality"—A Biblical Re-Examination (With a
Bright Outlook)
(7 x 81/2) Two colors, single fold. Excerpts: "...error has
traditions behind it as much as truth does; but only error
frowns when we step forward to question...
"... It frequently startles Christians and Jews alike to find
that the term 'immortal soul" never occurs in the Bible...
"The Bible clearly shows that souls die...
"He (Satan) calls God a liar. He claims we will not die...
"God arranged for a Resurrection of the Dead (not of
departed souls)... This is God's answer to death..."
Offers: "The Atonement" (hardbound) $2 including
postage. Quantity cost: $.03 each (plus postage). A selfmailer, has New Albany address. Non-profit postage
indicia should be covered by stamp or cancelled if used
as a self-mailer.
Order from: New Albany Ecclesia of Bible Students
P.O. Box 197
New Albany, Indiana 47150

The "Little Known Facts About Hell" tract enclosed with
the June Newsletter brought requests from the brethren
for the 2,000 surplus tracts offered. The Dayton Ecclesia
mailed this tract to its list on August 18 and at press time
had received requests for 73 copies of "What Say the
Scriptures Concerning Hell?" Several requested ten and
fifteen copies.

The Colorado Bible Students
The brethren at Denver reproduced the Hell tract for its
mailing list, and report that it has brought the largest
response to date of anything offered previously.

Food for Brethren in Poland
Brother Carl Hagensick returned recently from a visit to
several countries overseas, including 8 days in Poland.
He reports that the food situation there is critical due to
severe shortages of most staple items. The Polish
brethren are receiving as much as one to two tons of
food and other staples per month from brethren in
northern France, who are set up to receive and dispatch
these necessities. (Q A.,
Brethren desiring to cooperate in this effort may
correspond with: Francois Wozniak, 9 Rue Edouard
Vaillant, 59135 Wailers, France.
V II. b-c) put_
0-4*
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CONVENTIONS
"And there shall he a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a
covert from the storm and from rain." Isaiah 4:6

October 2-4 Cape Cod, Massachusetts Sponsored by
ecclesias of Agawam, Mass.; New Haven, Conn.;
Groton/ New London, Conn; Portsmouth, N.H. Speakers:
Brothers G. Eldridge, R. Gaunt, C. Hagensick, P. Mali,
K. Rawson, F. Shallieu, D. Slivinsky. Convention
Chairman: Dominick Destro, 21 Speer Avenue, Enfield,
CT 06082; Secretary: Mrs. Richard Suraci, 171 Johnson
Road, Hamden, Conn. 06518
October 3, 4 St. Louis, Missouri Bible Students Ecclesia
of St. Louis, Holiday Inn Northwest, 7350 N. Hanley.
Speakers: Brothers C. Chamberlain, R. Hugelman, J.
McClughen, D. Ward. Secretary: Mrs. J.E. Beard, 8545
Geiger, St. Louis, MO 63121 Phone (314) 428-2091
October 11 Cleveland, Ohio Masonic Temple, 3615
Euclid Avenue. Speakers: Brothers H. Kwolek, A. Newell.
Secretary: Mrs. Doug Tschappat, 1248 Ridgewood Road,
Wadsworth, Ohio 44281. Phone (216) 535-3099
October 18 Muncie, Indiana YWCA 310 E. Charles
Street. Phone: (317) 284-3345. Speakers: Brothers E.
Burns, J. Trzyna. Secretary: Mrs. Harold Stansberry, Rt.
1, Box 276, Yorktown, IN 47396. Phone: (317) 759-5668
October 25 Phoenixville, Pennsylvania Ursinus College,
Rt. 422, Collegeville, PA. Speakers: Brothers L. Kwiat,
K. Rawson, L. Stewart, J. Trzyna. Secretary: Mrs. David
Hauke, 46 Heather Road, Newark, DE 19702 Phone:
(302) 368-5525.
October 31-November 1 Connellsville, Pennsylvania Inn
America, New Stanton, PA Secretary: Mrs. Duane
Cramer, RD 1, Box 120-A, Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone:
(412) 677-4633
November 27-29 Phoenix, Arizona Thanksgiving Day
Annual, P.I.P.E. Building, 1616 E. Maryland. Phone:
(602) 277-2634. Speakers: Brothers E. Burns, R. Gaunt,
C. Hagensick, T. Krupa, D. Rice, A. Sheppelbaum, T.
Smith, T. Thomassen. Secretary: Mrs. Mark Kandel,
2253 N. 17th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85007 Phone:
(602) 254-3519
November 27-29 New Albany, Indiana Ramada Inn at
Hurstbourne Ln & 1-64, Louisville, KY Speakers: Brothers
E. Buckley, G. Eldridge, F. Shallieu, A. Springer.
Reservations: Mrs. David Doran, 2227 Beargrass Avenue,
Louisville, KY 40218 Phone (502) 491-8010
Special rates at Ramada Inn. Available only if requests
are received by November 1st. Reservations at Ramada
must be made through the Ecclesia.
November 27-29 Akron, Ohio Third Thanksgiving
Annual, Ramada Inn Northwest, 1-77, Rt 18, Montrose,
Ohio Phone (216) 666-4131. Speakers: Brothers E.
Borowiec, T. Brantner, S. Gorgas, H. Kwolek, E.
Thompson, K. Williams. Secretary: Mrs. Harry Grable,
5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216
1982
February 14 Delaware Valley Bible Students First
Convention. Secretary: Mrs. George Eldridge, P.O.
Box 456, Lahaska, PA 18951

Overseas
July 10-14 First International Bible Students Convention,
Andreas Hofer Hotel, Hufstein, Austria. Convention
Committee: Brothers Fred Binns, England; Adolph
Debski, France; Adam Zeiminski, Poland
July 16, 17 Krakow, Poland. General Convention

Objectors

continued from Page 1

Step 1: Before the crisis, sit down and write a
statement of your beliefs for being a religious
conscientious objector. Most brethren would give a list of
scriptures and reasons why they are opposed to killing.
This is not enough. Remember there are two
conscientious objector stands. One is opposition to killing
but willingness to serve in a non-combatant service—such
as the medical corps. The second is a belief it is wrong to
serve in a military organization in any form (even noncombatant) but a willingness to do alternate civilian

service. If you are taking this second stand, it is necessary
that you list the scriptures and reasons for your belief it
is wrong to kill your fellowman. Then clearly state in
addition to this, you also feel it is wrong for you to serve
in a non-combatant service or in a military organization
in any form. Then list your reasons that you believe it is
wrong to do so.
In stating your beliefs and reasons, do not use the
phrase "I feel" or "I think." Rather repeatedly use the
words "I believe." This will strengthen your position as a
religious conscientious objector.
Step 2: Write a statement describing the religious
training you have had that led you to these conclusions.
Here you would list such things as being raised in a
devout Christian home by consecrated parents, studying
the Bible and the teachings of the Bible Students.
Emphasize the historic teachings of the Association of
Bible Students against participation in war.
Step 3: Describe how your life-style is consistent with
your convictions. Convey your scope of Bible Student
activities; such as, number of meetings you attend and
frequency of conventions you attend in different parts of
the country. Save copies of programs of all the
conventions you attended. Also, list how your
convictions played a part in determining your profession
or occupation--including how it affected the courses you
took in college so as to avoid defense work.
Step 4: Write letters to five elders in different parts of
the country who know you. State what conscientious
objector stand you are taking and have them write a
letter under the heading "To Whom It May Concern" in
which they express that they know you and that you are
sincere as a religious conscientious objector. Have them
forward this letter to you as soon as possible.
Step 5: Put on file the information you have obtained
in the above four steps so that it will be ready to give to
Selective Service immediately in the event of the above
described emergency. Further, add to this file whatever
information you feel may be helpful in proving your
position to Selective Service.
"Deal courageously and the Lord will be with the
good."
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THE DIVINE PLAN PROGRAM
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Radio Broadcast Schedule
Programs broadcast on Sunday unless indicated otherwise.

Ala.
Ariz.
Ark.
Calif.
Colo.
Conn.
Fla.
Ga.

Ind.

Ky.

La.
Mich.

Minn.
Miss.
Mo.
N.J.
N.M.
N.Y.
Ohio

Ore.
Pa.

Tenn.
Texas

Utah
Wash.
Wisc.

Mobile
Phoenix
Little Rock
Fresno
Los Angeles
Longmont
Hartford
Orlando
Tampa
Atlanta
Chicago
Columbia
Hammond
Indianapolis
Martinsville
Louisville
Louisville
Louisville
Lake Charles
Detroit
Detroit
Grand Rapids
South Haven
Minneapolis
Waynesboro
Kansas City
St. Louis
Camden
Roswell
Albany
Niagara Falls
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbus
Dayton
Portland
McKeesport
Pittsburgh
Wilkes Barre
Knoxville
Memphis
Hamilton
Houston
San Antonio
Wichita Falls
Salt Lake City
Bellingham
Spokane
Milwaukee

WMOO
KXEG
KEZQ
K BIF
KIEV
KLMO
WINF
WVCF
WINQ
WGUN
WVVX
WCBW
WJOB
WG RT
WCBK
WHAS
WAMZ
WXLN
KLCL
WCAR
WMZK
WMAX
WJOR
K U XL
WABO
KCNW
KXEN
WTM R
KBCQ
WABY
WHLD
WCLU
WCLV
WRFD
WONE
KLIQ
WEDO
WARO
WILK
WH EL
KWAM
KCLW
K1KK
KMAC
KWFT
KBBX
KGMI
KUDY
WYLO

Sat. 7:15 am
1550
Sat. 10:00 am
1010
10:00 am
1500
7:15 am
900
Sat. 7:45 am
870
7:45 am
1060
7:00 am
1230
7:45 am
1480
1010 7:15, 10:15 am
Sat. 7:45 am
1010
7:00 am
103.1 FM
Sat. 9:00 am
1250
8:45 am
1230
107.1 FM
7:30 am
1540 Sun. 10:30 pm
840
6:45 am
7:15 am
97 FM
10:35 am
104 FM
8:00 am
1470
8:00 am
1090
7:45 am
1400
7:15 am
1480
8:30 am
940
Sat. 8:30 am
1570
12:15 pm
990
10:00 am
1380
10:15 am
1010
Sat. 8:15 am
800
8:30 pm
1020
Sat. 8:00 am
1400
7:15 am
1270
9:00 am
1320
7:15 am
95.5 FM
7:00 am
880
7:45 am
980
9:45 am
1290
7:30 am
810
8:00 am
540
9:30 am
980
8:45 am
1240
10:30 am
990
7:00 am
900
7:30 am
650
8:45 am
630
12:20 pm
620
10:00 am
1600
7:45 am
790
7:00 am
1280
Sat. 8:30 am
540

CANADA
Alberta
B.C.
Man. Portg.
Sask.

West Lock-Barhd.
Duncan
La Prairie
Melfort

CFOK
CKAY
CFRY
CJVR

Short Wave
WINB
Europe & Middle East
Greenwich Time Sat. 18:30
17730 kHz, 17.730 mHz

1370
1500
920
1420

10:15 pm
9:00 am
9:15 am
9:00 am

Kentucky
Indiana
Texas

Fresno
San Francisco
Louisville
Ft. Wayne
Ft. Worth

Ch. 53 KAIL
Cable Ch. 6
Ch. 41 WDRB
Ch. 26 CATV
Ch. I1 KTVT

Sun. 9:00 am
Tues. 10:30 pm
Sun. 7:00 am
Sunday am
Sun. 9:00 am

Interesting Letters
"I saw your advertisement "Some Facts About Hell'...
and became interested in knowing more about the
subject." (KY)
.. I love your program. I would like to have your
free book on Hell; also any other free book you have. I
have bone cancer and I have lots of time to read as I am
unable to work. Please pray for me. My husband died
over a year ago. If you have the book on Where are the
Dead I would love to have it too." (TX)
"Your program was such a blessing and a continuation
of my Bible reading in reference to the Highway of
Holiness. I would greatly appreciate the Bible references
you used." (AZ)
"I catch you once in a while on TV here in Fresno.
And, I'd like to have your book on Plan of the Ages... It
sounds like its true Bible. Many are teaching erroneous
things today." (CA)
"Another Divine Plan Journal just arrived. They are
always an inspiration to me. I do not want to miss an
issue." (PA)
"I received a copy of The Divine Plan of the Ages and
it is a dream come true. It is just what the Church needs.
We are in desperate need of teachers, besides many of the
teachers that we have need more training, if we could put
a copy of something of this nature in their hands it
would be a big help. We have eight churches of Christ in
not too large a radius so now would you quote me a
price on twelve copies."
"Your program is wonderful. Thank God for your
great work." (TX)
"If you make copies of your Sunday morning TV talk,
I sure would appreciate a copy of it. You covered a few
points that there has been some confusion about in my
family, and I need to read through it again." (TX)
"On June 7 I happened to tune in on Channel 11
KTVT. The message that day was the creation... of
earth. I would very much like to have a transcript of that
message. I am sending a check for $10.00 to defray cost
of printing and mailing. I will be a regular listener in the
future. Thank you so much." (TX)
"Please send ten (10) or more booklets 'What Say the
Scriptures Concerning Hell?' for the two dollars enclosed
to cover cost. God bless you and keep up the work. Do
you publish a weekly or monthly publication and what
does it cost?" (CA)
For information on the radio and television programs,
contact: Fort Worth Bible Students, P.O. Box 4085, Fort
Worth, Texas, or call (817) 444-4856.
Cheerfulness is one of the loveliest graces of
the Christian character. R. 1123

OUR BRETHREN SPEAK
.

"My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord and let all
flesh bless his holy name forever and ever." Psalm 145: 21

This letter was too late for the June issue:
"Going Days About Over"
Brother Peter and Sister Myrza Kolliman, Wilmington,
Delaware Ecclesia
"Dear Brethren: We wish to express our great
appreciation for all the loving messages sent us from the
Fort Worth Convention in March. What a nice idea
those long printed sheets are! The messages and
Scriptures mean so much to us and we feel we are taken
back over a very enjoyable trip through Texas and the
southern states long ago. As Brother Peter is losing his
sight and my driving capabilities are limited, our going
days are about over. We love to realize the tie that binds
us all to the Hope set before us. Many thanks."
Testimonies given at the Indiana-Ohio Convention in
Toledo:
"Felt a Little Like Abraham"
Brother Ian Cipperley, Cape Coral, Florida
"I have the honor and privilege of bringing the love and
greetings of your Christian brethren in the Southwest
Florida Bible Students Ecclesia. We are few in number—
only 7 of us and we meet in 5 different homes on
Sundays. We are 50 to 60 miles from one another and its
impossible to meet oftener.
"I left Florida the 13th of May—haven't been home
since—sojourning in the northern states from the Atlantic
to the Pacific... I've been enjoying the fellowship of the
brethren tremendously at this convention.
"We didn't elect to go to Florida in the first place.
Certain circumstances dictated that we go there to live so
we felt a good bit like Abraham when he was asked to
leave his home to go to the land he knew not. It was the
Lord's providence... Though we don't agree on all points
of doctrine with the brethren there, the areas where we
do agree far exceed the others. When I'm feeling a little
down, the Lord gives an opportunity to witness... and
that gives us a lift. We're surrounded in that part of the
country by Southern Baptists they are really 'hardshell.'
You can hardly talk to them. They seem to think the
Bible was written in King James English, and say, If it
was good enough for Jesus, it's good enough for me. If
you point out an error in translation, they say NO! NO!
you're changing the Bible. We have to be very careful
how we handle those people... May the Lord bless and
keep us is my prayer."
Light Dispells Darkness
Sister Diane Gebarowski, Silver Mountain, Tennessee.
"A few days ago Brother Edmund Jezuit suggested that I
testify about an experience I had several years ago... I
worked with a man who claimed to have special powers
and wanted to demonstrate that he could make clouds
disappear in the sky. I recognized that this was a
dangerous thing and said I didn't want any part of it. I
went home and read what Pastor Russell wrote on this
and gave the man a first volume, which he read and
discounted it as Jehovah's Witnesses work. He wouldn't
discuss it with me but offered again to demonstrate his
special powers. I told him 1 represented the light... and

wanted nothing to do with his powers. Some weeks later
he asked me to come to his office. Looking at me, he
asked: "Who are you?" He had gone to his medium and
was told that they knew what I represented and that they
should be very careful around me. He was instructed to
bring more money in order to continue his powers. When
he went back a few days later, the woman who had been
there for 20 years, had moved away in the middle of the
night, and he had no more contact with her. This was a
wonderful experience for me, to know how the light can
dispel the darkness."
"Reason Enough To Go"
Sister Joyce Lagno, formerly of Columbus, Ohio, now
Omaha Nebraska. "My head is full... I have been trying
to think in terms of being soon isolated from regular
fellowship and trying to soak in deeply the blessings of
being with all of you... I had tremendous misgivings
about moving to Omaha, even though I know the Lord
wants us to do that. At the beginning of the
Convention... I was waiting at the airport to pick up
brethren when I saw Sister Rosswick from Nebraska ...
she came running to me and... said, 'I am so excited
you're going to be in Nebraska.' That was like the Lord
saying, OK, is that reason enough to go? Now I am
really excited about moving and being with those dear
brethren...
"Another blessing is the lesson from Brother Gene's
discourse on Elijah. The reason he had such power was
because he had found the promise that the Lord would
do something when Israel failed to repent. It hadn't
happened yet so he took the promise to the Lord... and
the Lord said in essence, This is what I was waiting for,
somebody to claim my promises... We have to be close
to the Scriptures, the Lord's will for us, by praying and
earnest study to claim the promises he is more than
willing to shower on us. Now that we are going to be
isolated for awhile, I hope to use some of the time to
study more, and be a blessing. I pray that we all can stay
close to the Scriptures, close to the teaching and guiding
hand of our dear faithful servant, and ask an interest in
your prayers on behalf of Brother Paul and myself as we
leave the sweet and regular fellowship of the brethren
for... a short time." New Address: 7111 Wood Lane Dr.,
La Vista, NE 68128 Phone (402) 592-2691
Precious Promises "Precious"
Sister Esther Ledwinka, Columbus, Indiana Ecclesia
"So many brethren have been so kind in asking about
Brother Art's health. I want to publicly thank them for
being concerned and having such nice thoughts. The
Pastor says to forget those things that are behind ... the
sufferings he has gone through which I had the privilege
of witnessing and experiencing. I look forward to the
things that await us. The precious promises... have been
an encouragement to me, and I want to emphasize this to
all the brethren... because it has been my goal... and as
long as I lay claim to them nothing we can go through is
too hard, especially 2 Peter 1.4, "Whereby are given us
exceeding great and precious promises that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature..." How
beautiful to have the peace that passes all
understanding."
see Brethren, Page 12
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Brethren, continued from Page I I
An Interesting Letter Shared
Sister Mary Lorenz, Platteville, Colorado
The following letter was written to Brother Edward
Lorenz which he is sharing with the brethren:
"Dear Brother Lorenz: It must have been in the last
Newsletter that I read your letter describing your first
meeting with Pastor Russell in Greeley, Colorado. If you
were speaking about his lecture in a local movie theatre,
I was there too. It was the only time I ever saw him in
person.
"As a teenager, I became very interested in his weekly
sermons published in the Denver Post. When my folks
stopped their subscription I still remembered what I had
read.
"After the lecture was over my husband and I drove to
Brighton, Colorado to visit my paternal grandmother. I
had never seen her before, for she lived in Nebraska. She
was here visiting a son. I told her about the sermon we
had heard that morning, and asked what she thought. It
turned out that she was a confirmed member of the Bible
Students. When she left for home she sent me all six
volumes of Millennial Dawn. This happened in 1915 and
we corresponded until she died in 1928 at the age of 94
years. I still have the old books.
"I have been isolated all these years, until Sid Bruns
came along and took me to two conventions in Fort
Collins. Old age has hampered me, plus two broken hips
keeps me homebound. The Rosswick sisters keep me in
cassette records.
"Your letter interested me so I thought you would like
to know how I came into the_Truth. May God bless you
and keep you."
In the inside cover of the original Tower of April 15,
1915, Brother Lorenz found the announcement that
Brother Russell would speak at the convention at
Greeley, Colorado on June 19th.
Found! Christian Liberty
An interview at Toledo, Ohio:
Sister Jan Lewis, Colorado Bible Students, Denver, (a
former Jehovah's Witness). "In thinking over the Lord's
Providences which led me out of the Witnesses, Matthew
7 was very prominently in my thoughts: 'Ask, and it shall
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you."'
' Sister Lewis began to get discouraged with the
Jehovah's Witnesses in the 70s when elders were
appointed in each class by the Watchtower headquarters,
to "run things," and claiming "they were being appointed
by the Holy spirit."
After the 1975 failure to bring the kingdom, she said
that Frederick Franz (now President) visited the classes
giving a two-hour lecture in which he said the chronology
should no longer be based on the time of Adam's creation,
but instead on Eve's. This pronouncement was very
unsettling, and Sister Lewis said, she thought upon
hearing it, Never before have they said such a thing.
They are trying to change the chronology. If it was based
on the time of Adam's creation before, they can't change
it now!
How did Sister Lewis become a Jehovah's Witness?

"I was raised a Baptist, and eventually became a
Witness through the influence of a sister who came to my
door in 1964 in New Orleans," she said. "The sister
continued calling back and I enjoyed our talks very
much. She told me to 'Come out' and when I asked what
I was to come out of, she said, 'Babylon the Great.' (Rev.
18:4) I loved the Lord and always wanted to know what
His will was. So when she got to me, I was ready." Then
Sister Lewis asked for a scripture on Hell, and when the
Witness complied, proving that Hell is the grave, and
that the earth will not be destroyed, but `abideth forever,'
she said, "I believe the Bible, so tell me more."
At that time, Sister Lewis was married, the mother of
four children and attending a Presbyterian church which
was offering a course on church history. At the same
time, the J.W.'s came offering a home Bible study which
she chose, and began weekly studies with two women
from the Witnesses. Some sessions lasted six hours
because she wanted to know so much.
After six months instruction, she began attending the
Witnesses' meetings. They were studying the Watchtower
and Bible together. On Thursday nights they had
meetings called, "A Ministry School." Each one was
assigned a subject and required to work up a very brief
talk giving scriptures to support it.
The leader, she said, told everyone to be persistent in
pressing the message, "because," he said, "the world must
know of,god's Plan or there will be blood guilt on your
shoulders. It (Jehovah's Witnesses) is the only organization
God approves and is using," he said. "And because you
are part of it," Sister Jan said, "you believe it."
Her husband's work took them from place to place,
and she found that situations differed in some areas.
Eventually she lost interest because of the Witnesses'
attitude, she said, "It became a ritual."
Then she began to see discrepancies in their literature
(sometimes on the same page). When she began reading
the older literature, the farther back she went, "the better
answers I got," she said.
Now, Sister Lewis feels, she was brought to the
Witnesses as a preparation for the Truth. The first step
out, was the Laymen's Home Missionary group, which
she found through a volume bearing its name, while
living in Oklahoma. "The love shown me by the sister
who contacted me," she said, "was most effective." At
this point she was given a set of Reprints and was
delighted with the teaching of character-building. When
Sister Lewis moved to Denver, she continued studying
their doctrine, but "could get little out of it," she said.
Then she saw an ad for a Pyramid lecture by Brother
Edward Lorenz. "Listening to his discourse but a short
time, I knew I was 'home"' she said.
Brother Lorenz addressed meetings there in Denver for
the next several days, each day in a different home. "I
didn't miss one. It was wonderful! The Lord knew what I
needed," she said, "and I can see His providences were
directing my life in all of this!"
Sister Lewis consecrated her life to the Lord on April
19, 1980 (at 2 P.M.), and was immersed March 7, 1981 at
the Fort Worth, Texas convention.

Let us keep self out of sight, that the beauty
of the Truth may be seen. R. 5720

Public Witness Christmas Cards
Brethren in the Columbus, Ohio area who have
access to printing facilities are offering Christmas cards
at the cost of printing to brethren who would like to use
them as a witness to friends, family, neighbors, business
associates, etc. The designs are reproduced below at 1/2
size. The Columbus brethren have found these cards to
awaken fresh opportunities of personal witnessing, and
also to disarm any associates who might confuse us with
Jehovah's Witnesses.
Cards will be printed in pleasing colors on an
assortment of good-quality papers, and the cost of 10¢

each includes envelopes. Order by number on the
attached coupon, and include a second choice, because
no design will be printed without orders for at least 200 of
that design. Minimum order for an individual is 25 cards,
and orders must be in multiples of 25: 25, 50, 75, 100, etc.
All orders must be placed by November 1st, and cards
will be delivered before Thanksgiving.
Mail to: Vineyard Graphic Services, 1652 Central
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43223. Phone (614) 272-7304
for phone orders.
Other design ideas are welcome, and appreciated.
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May the brightness of God's future promises
Bahl your path during the New Year.
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Peace...
May its beautiful sounds
offset the noise of present discord
with the quiet assurance of universal brotherhood.
with the quiet vision of the Golden Age.
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"Though the vision tarry, wait for it;
for it will surely come...it will not be late."
Habakkuk 2:3

In humble simplicity,
the world's king was born.
How appropriate for the one who
"will not judge by appearances,
nor decide by hearsay,
but act with justice to the helpless,
and decide fairly for the humble."
Isaiah 11:1-9, Moffat trans.

Seasons Greetings!

What is this gift, so rare, so pure
Lain in a manger there? God's only Son,
God's only Son, begotten one,
Given for us to share.
Given so we might live in peace
Soon on this earth will see,
The end of strife for this one's life
Offers eternity.
Child of our Father, came to bear
Good tidings unto all.
His life was shed, to death was led,
Yearly we sweet recall.
How can we comprehend this gift,
From God's own arms above?
He sent Him here, our sins to bear,
Lamb of the Father's love.

Messages will be printed in an attractive type style.
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May the timeless love
of God for all men
inspire our hope and
confidence for the future.
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May God's promises to bless the world
in His due time encourage you in the year ahead.
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"Fear not...
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