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Greetings in the Lord

In retrospect, the past year has deepened our sense of
gratitude for the Lord's overruling providences in the
lives of his people everywhere; but foremost in this
land where we are free to let the light of the glorious
gospel shine out upon the darkness.
While the storm clouds over the world continue to
darken, the watchers seeing in them the foregleams of
the kingdom, have been busy expending time, energy
and talent in publishing good tidings of good.
As we receive and record information on these
activities, we are overwhelmed by this large outpouring
of means and energies in "holding forth the Word of
life," and in these sacrifices see our brethren being
consumed by "the zeal of the Lord's house." This
spirit is reflected in the following excerpt which we
desire to share at this time of new beginnings:
How Shall We Pay Our Vows?
" . . . When we consecrated ourselves fully to the

Lord, we signified that we would hold nothing back
for self. That consecration included all our
possessions, our time, our physical energies and our
mental attainments. It implied the sacrifice of all our
former earthly ambitions, hopes and aims, so that
we should no longer pursue them to any extent.
This, and nothing less, is what our vow of full
consecration signifies. And further, that these
possessions or personal qualifications, which the
Lord terms talents, are not only to be released from
the service of the wordly ambitions, but are to be
released — not for aimless inactivity, but for the
purpose of being utilized in an opposite direction —
in the service of God, of his plan, and of his
children."
January 1, 1906 (R 3695)
We give praise to our Heavenly Father also for the
loving cooperation and generous support received from
the brethren, the course of the past seven years of
Newsletter publishing. From the first, the means have
been ample: skills of willing hands, and finances from
willing hearts. Equally important, the news has never
failed to come, in sufficient quantity, to fill an issue
though at times the Lord has tested us in withholding
much of it beyond the deadline.
These experiences have demonstrated to us that it is
the Lord's work, and that we are totally dependent
upon him to provide the things needed for every issue.
The annual report given under BIBLE STUDENTS

NEWSLETTER, is an accounting only of our financial
stewardship and cannot reflect the Lord's providences
heaped up, one upon another, at every turn of the way.
We and all the brethren directly involved in producing
the Newsletter, cannot praise him enough for this
promised aid. It has brought increased faith in the Lord
and his methods, and a greater regard for his channels
of blessing — our brethren.
May the New Year provide us all with rich
experiences for a greater exercise of faith, because it is
our faith that is being tested. ". . . and this is the
victory,that overcometh the world, even our faith." I
John 5:4
THE BLESSED DEAD
It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body
. . . I Cor. 15:44
Brother Stuart Sowers, an elder in the Phoenixville

Ecclesia, finished his course suddenly, on November
7th of a heart attack. The regular Tuesday meeting of
the ecclesia had been held in his home the previous
evening. Afterward he mentioned having read a
wonderful article by Brother Russell that he found so
helpful — "Danger in Spiritual Pride." R. 5955
Consecrated since 1946, Brother Sowers' work took
him into many areas, and to membership in six
ecclesias: Phoenix, Arizona; San Diego and San Luis
Obispo, California; Washington, D.C.; Philadelphia and
Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. He was an elder for the
past thirty years.
Brother Sowers is survived by his wife, Sister
Virginia (See AFFLICTED BRETHREN); a son and
two grandchildren. The funeral address was given by
Brother Robert Alexander.
Sister Stella Bonk of Detroit, Michigan, died November
4th at 92 years of age. She was the mother of Sister
Wanda Gadey, one of five children; grandmother of
Sister Bernice Kwolek, one of six grandchildren;
twelve great-grandchildren; six great-greatgrandchildren.
Sister May Dowling, of the New York City Ecclesia,
finished her course October 29th at 89 years of age.
Formerly of the Northwest area, she spent the past 24
years at the Dawn.
Brother Earl Fellenbaum of York, Pennsylvania died at
71 years of age on December 2nd, terminating a
consecrated walk of more than forty years.
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Brother LeRoy Hart, of the Northwest area, finished
his course October 20th having consecrated in the
forties. He was 90 years of age. Formerly of Los
Angeles, he moved at retirement to the
Bremerton-Tacoma, Washington area. In his declining
years Brother and Sister Miles Fitzpatrick took an
oversight of his needs until his death. They stated that
the poem One Here, One There (Poems of Dawn, p.
217) characterized Brother Hart. (See OUR
BRETHREN SPEAK)
Brother Michael Jezuit, a member of Chicago's Polish
ecclesia, died on November 16th, the result of a fall
two weeks earlier. He was 82. Born in Poland he came
to America at age 16, and spent most of his life in the
Chicago area. He made a consecration to the Lord
sixty years ago, and for the past forty years served the
Polish Ecclesia as elder.
Brother Jezuit is survived by his wife, Sister Valeria
(2955 N. Normandy Avenue, Chicago, II 60634); a son,
Brother Arthur; a daughter, Mrs. Ruth Mitchell; a
brother. Brother John; two grandchildren, Paul and
Valerie Jezuit; several nephews and nieces. The funeral
witness was given by Brother Edmund Jezuit.
Brother Woodrow Lynn, Antioch, California, died
September 25th at 53 years of age. No other details
available.
Sister Flora Parsons, of Portland, Oregon, finished her
long pilgrimage at 95 years of age. Her life of
consecration began at an early age, serving as a
colporteur during the days of Brother Russell. Her
husband, Brother Frank, finished his course many
years ago.
Sister Linea Rubbert, Paterson New Jersey Ecclesia,
died October 2nd at 84 years. She had received the
Truth from Sister Gustason, her natural sister, and
consecrated her life at age 65. Brethren commend her
activity and willing spirit in having done what she
could.
Brother Carl Stocker, of the Bible Students Ecclesia of
Detroit, died suddenly of a heart attack while in his
doctor's office on November 20th. Brother Carl had
undergone surgery recently, and later suffered
complications but was ready to return to work. He had
planned to retire at the end of the year. His wife, Sister
Henrietta, survives him. (See AFFLICTED
BRETHREN) Brother Ray Krupa delivered the funeral
witness.

NEW BRETHREN IN CHRIST
But the God of all grace . . . make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen you. 1 Peter 5:10
Immersed at Waterbury, Connecticut on August 25;
Sister Judith Moffatt and Sister Carole Jean Zak,
both of the Waterbury Ecclesia, are daughters of Sister
Dorothy McCasland, Dunnville, Kentucky
The Lord will give strength to his people. Psalms 29:11

AFFLICTED AND ISOLATED BRETHREN
When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?

Job 34:29
• Brother Wayne Bradberry (1572 Nunnelly Rd.,

Paradise, Calif. 95969) and his wife, Sister Betty, wish
to express their heartfelt thanks to all the brethren who
called, sent cards, and especially remembered them in
prayer in Brother Wayne's affliction and surgery on
October I. They are rejoicing and grateful to the Lord
for the amazing way He led in this matter. Brother
Wayne's difficulty was a lock of oxygen to the brain
caused by narrowed carotid arteries on both the right
and left sides of his neck. The left side was opened and
cleared surgically. Brother Wayne is still very weak but
improving daily. Sister Betty writes: "I am so grateful
to see him get his strength back and most of all his
mind is getting clearer and clearer. His memory is so
much better. What a rich blessing . . . when we were
able to resume our regular studies, with Wayne his old
self again. I hope I am learning the lessons of faith,
that no matter how dark the hours or even years may
be, to never let go my grip on faith! What truly was a
very severe trial actually was needed to call attention
to his need for an operation — part of the all things.
Our desire is to be faithful unto death that we may
have the blessing of blessing all the families of the
earth'. Please pray for us to that end."
• Sister Phyllis Barger (1319 W. 10th Street, Anderson,
IN 46011) sustained a major injury on November 8
when she slipped on a spilled drink while shopping.
The fall split the femur of her leg from knee to hip, and
broke the bone in seven places. This painful experience
will confine her to the hospital for some time, although
she is responding well to treatment. Sister Barger is
reported to be maintaining a sweet submissive spirit in
this experience which has opened the way for
witnessing opportunities.
• Brother David Bruce (1006 103rd Ave. S. E., Bellevue,
WA 98004) is recovering from an accident while
building a home. He fell nine feet from the first floor
into the basement — head downward — but broke the
full impact of his fall by holding his arms over his head.
As a result, a wrist was broken; head lacerations
required 23 stitches, and a knee injury may require
surgery. Brother Bruce stated that he knows the Lord
was with him in the experience.
• Brother Alex Bushman (21564 Olmstead, Dearborn, MI
48124) had surgery on his knee November 6, and is
reported to be doing well.
• Sister Irene Dziuk (2609 W. Potomac Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60622) "Loving Greetings in the Lord! Via
the Bible Students Newsletter it is my desire to thank
my Heavenly Father in the name and merit of our dear
Lord, for the many blessings received; and the dear
brethren who sacrificed their time and means to bring
so much spiritual joy and cheer to me and my family in
our trial. I am feeling better, by the Lord's grace, and it
seems to me. on the way to recovery, Lord willing. We
love you all and pray for you, and ask that you please
-
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continue to pray for us that we may be found faithful.
With grateful appreciation, we are your brethren in
Christ."
• Sister LaVonne Ehrlich (515 E. Drake Road, Apt.
204A, Fort Collins, CO 80525) is bereaved by the death
of her son, Greg on October 12. Greg had been under
treatment for terminal cancer for the past two years.
He was 21 years of age. Her grief is compounded by
the loss of her husband's moral support as he chose to
end their marriage at this time. Sister LaVonne's cup is
a bitter one, for one in the narrow way little more than
two years. She will need the prayers of the brethren
that she might receive the promised strength and grace
to endure faithfully.
• Brother William Geisinger (1215 S. Rapps Dam Road,
Phoenixville, PA 19460) suffered a mild stroke on
November 23rd which affected his left side. He is
improving with the aid of physical therapy and was
expected to leave the hospital about December 1st. Just
sixteen days earlier, the brethren of the Phoenixville
Ecclesia suffered the loss of an elder and beloved
brother, Stuart Sowers.
• Sister Anna Karavas of the San Diego, California
Ecclesia writes: "The family of Brother James
Perifanou wish to thank the brethren for the cards and
letters sent him over the past few years. They were a
source of encouragement and help to him." Brother
Perifanou died September 16 at 81 years.
• Brother Wilson Lynn (206A- San Joaquin Ave.
Antioch, CA 94509) bereaved by the accidental death of
a son a few months ago, has himself suffered an auto
mishap in which he sustained broken ribs; and two
months ago his twin brother, Woodrow died — a
brother in the Lord.
• Brother Henry Markus (8573 East Outer Drive,
Detroit, MI 48213) is hospitalized having suffered a
massive stroke.
• Brother Larry McClellan (R2, Box 141, Hope, IN
47246) developed serious complications following a
tonsilectomy which proved to be a most painful
experience.
• Brother William McKee (4920 Tulane Road,
Springfield, OH 45503) "We want to thank all the
brethren who remembered us in prayer during my
experience in having a pacemaker implanted (increase
of knowledge). The beautiful flowers, cards of
encouragement, and Scripture texts rejoiced both our
hearts: also the cassette tapes of discourses, and of our
beautiful hymns, and the telephone calls, and many
visits of the brethren. We thank our Heavenly Father
for the bountiful spiritual uplift. - Philemon 3,4,5.
Hymn 273.
• Sister Eula Minger (839 Goddard, Zanesville, OH
43701) suffered a stroke October I which hospitalized
her for a month. She was up frequently at the hospital
but is not yet able to walk alone. Her speech was
affected but she has recovered a measure of it and will
return to the hospital for speech therapy. Her brother,
Brother Jim Chrisman, is able to take care of her.

• Sister Suzanna Piljan (470 Starlight Drive, Seven Hills,
Ohio 44131) had surgery October 16. She is 85 years of
age.
• Sister Jane Prutzman (10709 Wheeling Court, St.
Louis, MO 63136) underwent surgery November 5th
and went home on the 12th. She is recovering well from
surgery but will be recuperating for a longer period in
which she will need a special interest in prayer.
• Sister Virginia Sowers (1124 Thorndale Road, West
Chester, PA 19380) is bereaved by the sudden death of
her husband, Brother Stuart, on November 7. She
found him upon her return from shopping. He had
retired in September.
Brother and Sister Sowers received the Truth in 1945
through a cousin living with them in Oakland,
California. The cousin kept telling them about the Truth
until they were sufficiently interested to read. They
obtained the volumes and studied them together.
Moving to Phoenix, Arizona in 1946 they met with the
class there and were immersed the same year.
Sister Sowers stated that the funeral discourse given
by Brother Robert Alexander was a blessing of comfort
to her; also to her son and his wife, and her two
brothers.
• Sister Henrietta Stocker (18640 Glastonbury Road,
Detroit, Mich. 48219) sustained a great shock in the
sudden death of her husband Brother Carl, who was
about to return to work following surgery in
September. When Brother Carl died in the doctor's
office, the doctor called Sister Henrietta to meet him at
the hospital but did not tell her of Carl's death until she
arrived there. Now, Sister Henrietta is hospitalized. At
the time of this report she was allowed no visitors or
phone calls.
• Sister Clara Sychta (4642 S. Albany, Chicago, IL
60632) fell while attending the Polish Bible Students
Convention in Chicago on September 3rd. She broke a
hip in the fall but is improving steadily, and is now able
to use a walker. Sister Sychta is 80 years of age.
• Brother Joseph Urban (477 Touraine, Grosse Pointe,
MI 48236) suffered a stroke and is hospitalized.

SUMMER CONVENTIONS
Group Trip to Japan

A group trip is planned to attend the Third Annual
Japanese Convention on May 12,13, 1980. The trip is
being arranged in cooperation with the Japanese
Committee of the Columbus, Ohio Ecclesia, and will
leave as a group from the West Coast.
Brethren desiring to uphold the hands of our brethren
in Japan by their presence may write David Niemyski,
P. 0. Box 1671, Highland, Indiana 46322.

Portland Area Bible Students

Annual Study-Discourse Convention, June 6-8, 1980
University of Portland, Oregon
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The Secretary requests that brethren hoping to attend
will give her notice as soon as their plans point
somewhat in that direction, but before March, 1980.
This pre-notification is not a reservation, but only an
indication and guide for the host ecclesia, as the
University requires that final reservations for the
facilities be made in March. Secretary: Mrs. Edward
Lorenz, 9190 SW Summerfield Court, Tigard, OR 97223
Indiana Ohio Sixth Regional Convention
-

Planned for July 22-27, 1980, at the University of
Toledo, Ohio, in the Continuing Education Center.
This year the site will move from the extreme
southwest corner of Indiana to the northwest border of
Ohio, and will give a travel advantage to many. The
approximate rates are:
$15.60 a day, double room and meals
$18.60 for single occupancy. Inflation has increased
rates somewhat over last year, but it has been
suggested that a savings in fuel costs will offset a
portion of this increase for many. Convention
Secretary: David Waddell, 9340 Farish Drive, Apt. 31
Jeffersontown, KY 40299

OUR BRETHREN SPEAK
Holding Fast at 102
Sister Rose L. Hirsh, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It
has been requested of me that I make a statement as to
what has been the most helpful thing in my Christian
life. My family received the Truth in 1897 and I made
my consecration about 1900.
"The continuous study of The Divine Plan of the
Ages, (The Harvest Message) given to us by our
returned Lord through 'that faithful and wise servant,'
Brother Russell, has sustained me through the years. It
has surely not been by any strength of my own, but
due to His leading and power and guidance that I have
been kept thus far.
We are living in trying times and need to have on
'the whole armor of God' to enable us to 'stand in the
evil day.'
"Trusting in the Lord day by day and having the
assurance of His guiding hand and loving care, we
know that His promises are sure and He will never
leave us nor forsake us, if we do our part.
May I again express my deep appreciation and
gratitude to the friends for their cards and messages for
my 102nd birthday. It means much to know of their
prayers, and their love in Christ! Following are testimonies given at the Labor Day
Convention, at Beloit, Wisconsin:
A Wonderful Meeting
Sister Marie Jezuit, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
We were very much blessed this past week in the
fellowship of a Polish brother from France, in our

home. It was wonderful to hear of the experiences they
are having in France. One thing we know, that the Lord
is giving them much the same kind of experiences as
we are having, so we had quite a mutual fellowship.
We had the privilege of having Sister Bernice from
Poland in our home recently. She is so full of
appreciation and love for the Lord . . . I think some of
the brethren know she had been shot and wears a steel
plate in her head. She was shot by a soldier and given
up for dead, and yet, the Lord saw her through that
whole difficult period and now she was able to come to
America and meet the brethren which she so very
much appreciates .. .
" . . . When she was telling us of these experiences
they rang a bell in my mind. It seemed like I had heard
them before, but I couldn't figure out where. Then she
mentioned her maiden name and that brought
everything to light. During her recovery, which was a
long period, she came in contact with the truth and
wanted to learn so fast and get all the information
possible. Somebody gave her the name of my father,
who took care of mailing out the literature for the class.
For a number of years, he fed her all of this literature;
she would write him letters and my father would read
them to my mother and me. They were such wonderful
letters of encouragement to my father, that it always
spurred him on to send her more literature.
"Then she said, `Do you mean to tell me I'm in the
home from where this brother was sending me
literature?' I said, 'Yes, and you're talking to his
daughter.' This was such a wonderful meeting, and we
just couldn't get over the way it all happened!"
The Law of Love
Sister Joanne Lonske, Columbus Ohio Ecclesia ". . . 'I
love the Lord because' — He has been kind to love
me, and I love Him. He has been very good to show
me something that I've really been searching for and I
would like to share it. It is from the 6th Volume, page
369, under the heading, 'Growth in Appreciation of the
Perfect Law.'
'While the Law of Love was the foundation of our
Covenant with the Lord, under which we became
New Creatures, nevertheless, we did not at first fully
comprehend that Law. We have since been in the
school of Christ, learning the real meaning of Love
in its fulness, in its completeness growing in grace
and growing in knowledge, adding to our faith the
various elements and qualities of love — gentleness,
patience, brotherly kindness, etc. We are being
tested along the lines of Love, and our graduating
examination will be specially on this point. Only
those who attain the perfect Love, self-sacrificing
Love, will be counted worthy to be of the New
Creation, members of the Body of Christ.'
. . . Our love should have no conditions or limitations
or obligations, it should be completely unselfish, and I
hope to be able to apply myself, at all times and places
along these lines.
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Testimonies given at the Piqua, Ohio Convention,
September 30:

A Lesson in Crystallization
Sister Hazel McClellan, Columbus Indiana Ecclesia
". . . Brethren, I'm being crystallized, as you are:
crystallization of character. . . . My father, Brother
Brewer, did glassblowing . . . I visited the plant where
he had learned his trade and met some of those who
had known my father. They explained to me how to
crystallize glass and how to put color into it. I was able
to bring home a few pieces of the glassware, but the
supervisor explained to me that I must be very careful
with it. Two of the pieces had been tested, the other
one would break. This was a twisted cane which I
prized, and was defiant that it wouldn't break. So I
packed it in my chest of drawers and asked my mother
not to put any of my clothing in that top drawer so I
could keep this cane from shattering . . . Day after day,
I returned from school and would look in the drawer
and find the cane still intact. But there came that day
when it had to be proven to me that unless glass is
tested and put through the necessary treatment, it will
shatter; my cane shattered in many, many pieces . . . I
realize that each experience along my way is alluding
to this crystallization of my character. I pray that just
this little illustration might help you to understand that
we are being crystallized.
"If we are having trials, they are but light afflictions.
If we are being proved in the fire, if we are being tested
in one experience after another, we are being prepared
so that we might be able to meet the Master and hear
. . . 'Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things . . ."
Rejoicing in the Truth
Brother William Molhoek, Bible Students Ecclesia of
Dayton, "Dearly beloved in the Lord. I am indeed
thankful to Jehovah God through our Lord Jesus Christ
and, of course, to our brethren for this grand privilege
of again attending a convention which has not been my
privilege for the last three years because of the
affliction of the heart and epilepsy.
"I want to convey to you my sincere heartfelt thanks
for your prayers on my behalf in my recovery because I
never expected to attend a convention again. It is my
endeavor to do good unto all my brethren of like
precious faith as best I know how. I am not able, like
some, to administer blessings of favor in thought, word,
and deed .. .
"The signs of the times indicate that the kingdom is
not many years away, Natural Israel, back in their
homeland, the promised land — we see they have
conflicts and so have we. We must continue to battle
on faithful in that which he has commited to us. It is
my prayer that I may continue in the message that the
Pastor has given to us in the six volumes of Scripture
Studies, the Tabernacle study, and the Reprints, which
are all so beautiful.
"As I am somewhat isolated in my apartment at

times. . . . I listen to the many discourses on tape and
enjoy them so much. My eyes are not too good. As I
gaze about you, there is sort of a blurred vision. But 'I
know that some day, the silver cord will break — as I
am now, I no more shall be, But oh, the joy when we
awake in the palace of our King.' So we desire to press
on toward that city — life eternal, for to us have been
given exceeding great and precious promises, that by
these we might be partakers of the divine nature.
"I realize the conflict in this present time that we
have with the world, the flesh, and the adversary,
especially with our own flesh . . . It is our
determination that by the grace of God, holding fast to
those things which were written for our learning, that
the man of God be thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.
"In 1938 we established an ecclesia in this city.
Brother Zahnow gave the public discourse in the high
school, January I, 1938. Brother Peoples was elected as
elder, and we were established as an ecclesia. Brother
and Sister Hewatt, Brother and Sister Gilbert, Sister
Molhoek and myself — Brother and sister John Thomas
came six months later. But it has been a joyful
experience ever since those days because the truth has
been so marvelous. We can truly say, 'Truth how
sacred is the treasure, Fix, oh Lord, in every heart.
May His sweet divine favor fill our hearts and calm our
fears !' "
Amazing Providences
Brother Edward Lorenz, Portland Area Bible Students,
furnished an account of the Lord's providences in his
meeting and fellowship with the late Brother LeRoy
Hart who died October 20th.
Brother Hart first heard the Truth on radio in the
early forties. In response to his request for literature,
Brother Edward Fay called at his home and found him
not only eager for the Truth but ready also for a life of
self-sacrifice.
Brother Hart was the manager of a Bank of America
branch, and one morning on his way to work in the
Spring of 1944, he was standing in the rear of the street
car — an uncommon thing for him as he sat usually in
the front section reading the Divine Plan of the Ages. It
was this very morning that Brother Lorenz,
accompanied by his father, was enroute to a downtown
bus terminal to begin his service as a conscientious
objector. Boarding the street car at the rear platform
they met Brother Hart, and began a close friendship
that endured through the years to the time of his death.
When Brother Lorenz was released from his C. 0.
service in mid 1946, he returned to the Bank of
America and was assigned to a training program at
Brother Hart's branch (one of 800 branches — by the
Lord's providence). He notes that this was one of the
few times that banking and Truth could mix with profit.
Months later, Brother Lorenz was transferred to
another Hollywood branch about two miles from
Brother Hart's. From that time onward they met almost
daily for lunch and fellowship until Brother Hart's
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retirement about 1955, when he moved to the
Bremerton-Tacoma, Washington area. Through the
ensuing 25 years, though separated by miles, Brothers
Hart and Lorenz continued their fellowship by letter
and telephone.

"One of my greatest blessings was the peace of God
and that he surely answers prayer. All during our
experiences, we can pray constantly, "Remove the
fear.' We had studied in the 5th Volume that fear is
from the adversary, it is surely not of God .. .

Testimonies from the Thanksgiving Convention at
Akron, Ohio:

A letter prompted by reading "Light After Darkness":

A Nest Stirred Up
Brother Duane Kramer, Connellsville, Pennsylvania

Ecclesia. ". . . I would like to identify with part of a
scripture that was given in the last talk by Brother
Lorenz. 'When they persecute you in the city, flee into
another.' Very recently my job (after 14 years) became
difficult. This year when the fall semester began, it
seemed every time I tried to do something I was
wrong. I've had problems before, but I could always
work them out. This year I had difficulties I couldn't
find solutions for. I'm teaching academic subjects, and
the students refused to do their homework. Eventually,
it became impossible to have classes; so I went to a
medical doctor and he said, 'You're all right — it's your
job.' So I would go back with a fresh approach and try
a new lesson and they would just sit there. Some
wouldn't come into the classroom: some would get up,
and swear; some would throw their books. I tried for 12
weeks to have a class, and had four classes in that
time.
"We have to give 60 days notice when leaving, and
as our semester ends January 15 I handed in my
resignation on November 14. On the 17th of November,
I was offered a new job outside the school system. I
have felt the Lord's hand in my life, and I want io
thank my Heavenly Father, and my brethren for their
encouragement and prayers."
Learning Through Affliction
Sister Pauline Teaff, Steubenville, Ohio Ecclesia

"During my experiences, I thought perhaps my course
would be finished. It was a blessed time because I
really got to know myself . . . After I came home from
several trips to the hospital. I constantly felt I wasn't
submissive. The Lord hadn't delivered me from this
life, and I had a battle with my flesh . . . We read a
chapter in the 6th Volume that really helped me. 'If we
are harmonious with this world, we are absent from the
Lord and our resurrection inheritance.' We should long
to be with the Lord .. .
"In the hospital I had many blessings. At times,
when things were critical, my roommate, a girl with
muscular dystrophy, would read to me in the middle of
the night. I wasn't able to read, but I was able to
witness to her.
"I have found such a great love for the brethren
through this experience and their ministering to me. I
received cards from conventions, classes, and many
places. I saved them all and continue to be blessed by
them. I feel this is a way we can serve our brethren
that are having experiences, when we remember to sign
these cards.

Pity for the Blinded
Brother Bill and Sister Estelle Gill, Columbus, Ohio

Ecclesia. "We have been reading the (republished)
"Light After Darkness" and find it very enlightening!
Having come from the J.W. environment not more than
four years ago we can especially feel pity for these
poor blinded individuals, seeing clearly now the initial
disease which caused this blindness. May the Lord
guide and shield us from future attempts of Satan to
cause discord among the brethren. Of course, we can
only stand protected if we stand fast in the pure
truth!." Ephesians 6
SERVING THE BRETHREN
. . . In as much as ye have done it unto . . . my
brethren, ye have done it unto me. Matthew 25:40
A Discourse Service

The printed lecture service, in its eleventh year, is
intended especially for the isolated, the elderly, and
anyone "in love" with the Harvest Message. It consists
of discourses by brethren from many places, as well as
discourses from the past extracted from the Reprints,
Convention Reports, and other of Brother Russell's
writings. There is no charge for the service. The
sponsor pledges its continuation as long as the Lord's
providences provide the money and strength required
for the task. Anyone desiring to receive the monthly
mailings, indexes, or other information may write:
Discourse Service, 2315 Park Street, Bellingham, Wash.
98225. Phone: (206) 734-2234.
Literature for Conscientious Objectors

An informal meeting for Conscientious Objectors was
held during the Indiana-Ohio Convention in July at
Evansville, Indiana. It consisted of a detailed
discussion on establishing the sincerity of an
individual's conscientious objection to war. A summary
of this discussion, entitled "Do's and Dont's for
Conscientious Objectors" has been printed. All class
secretaries on the Newsletter mailing list will receive
copies of this paper. Others may request copies from
the NEWSLETTER, P. 0. Box 33, Centerville, OH
45459
Recorders, Equipment, Tapes

Recording equipment and high quality tapes are
available to the brethren at substantial discounts.
Blank tape C-120 $1.75

C-90 $1.25
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Children's Tapes: Creation, Noah's Ark, Joseph,
Samson, Birth and Call of Moses, Exodus, Ten
Commandments, Joshua, Daniel, David and Goliath,
Jonah, Gideon. $4.00 a set. Order from — Craig
Chamberlain, ABS Recording Service, P. 0. Box 5337,
Akron, Ohio 44313

HARVEST ACTIVITIES
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings . . . Isaiah 52:7
Ecclesias are urged to share their harvest witness plans
and experiences with the NEWSLETTER as these
activities are very encouraging to its readers.
Columbus Bible Students

Cable TV to Air New Video Program
"A new half-hour TV program is available through the
Fort Worth Bible Students Ecclesia entitled: 'Thou
Shalt Call His Name Jesus.' Here in Columbus, Ohio
area we have been blessed with success from three
cable stations and one local network station planning to
air it a total of EIGHT times for FREE.
"We called the stations' Public Service or Program
directors asking for free air time for this presentation
sponsored by our Bible Study group. Their only request
was to preview the 3/4" tape. All have been greatly
impressed with the script and cinematography. And
now, because of this positive introduction, they would
like to have us bring in more video taped programs on
an occasional basis which they will also air for free.
"We would like to see other ecclesias join in this
television witnessing opportunity so graciously
provided by the Lord. It is certainly worth a try."
The work in Japan
The following is a report on the state of the work in
Japan by Brother Owen and Sister Peg Kindig who
returned December 6 from a month's visit there.
" ...There were four meetings each week — two in
Zushi, one in Machida, and one in Tokyo, which
proved a blessing to all. We rejoiced to see the growth
in understanding, zeal, and character of all there —
both consecrated and unconsecrated.
"Sr. Junko Kamada has come to the States for about
four months to continue translating the volumes. One
half of Volume I has been printed and the brethren are
using it. The remaining chapters have been transcribed
and are being printed.
"Sr. Hirota is transcribing Tabernacle Shadows for
the printer.
"Bro. Ishikawa is leading most of the meetings. They
meet Wednesday and Sunday in Zushi, and twice a
month in Tokyo.
"Plans for the Zushi convention on May 17, and 18,
1980 are progressing. For information regarding the
convention and the Japan two-week tour, please
contact Bro. Lauren Stewart, 46 Millfield, Westerville,
Ohio 43081.

"Since our return we received these two messages
from friends in Japan:
"It was a real pleasure for me to hear you explain
the Bible. Until I saw you I didn't know that the 2nd
Advent began in 1874 and that we are now living in
Millennium."
"I believe it was through God's providence that I
was made to be one of the members of your Bible
study group, and I did have really a wonderful time,
learning a lot about God's truth. Your study is deep
and gives me a new interpretation of what is written
in the Bible. So long as God allows me to live I'd
like to continue to research study of God's truth
shown in the Bible."
It is a great joy to see God's continued
providences over the work in Japan."
Piqua Ohio Bible Students

Six free showings via community cable television were
scheduled for the program: "Thou Shalt Call His Name
Jesus." These airings on December 18, 21, 25, were
carried by two different cables on three channels, and
all shown at the same time of day — 5 P.M.
Promotion consisted of advertising in four area
papers and on the Sunday morning Divine Plan Radio
program.
Public Meeting at Evansville

A follow-up to the Evansville showings of "For This
Cause" at the conventions in 1978 and 1979, was held
October 5th. Brother Carl Hagensick spoke on the
topic: "Jesus Christ Returns. - Eighteen attended.
A forty-minute question period followed, and
discussion continued about an hour beyond that.
Sixteen received copies of the booklet, "The Manner of
the Second Advent": four requested copies of Volume
I, and three sets of Volumes and a Diaglott were
ordered. Two persons having had previous contact with
the Truth requested future regular meetings.. Ecclesias
of New Albany, Indiana and Cleveland, Ohio sponsored
the meeting.
New Albany Bible Students

Witness Given at State Fair
The New Albany Indiana Ecclesia sponsored and
staffed a booth at the Kentucky State Fair for eleven
days (August 18-28). Its theme was: "What Is This
World Coming To?" and featured the booklet of the
same name plus phrases from Revelation 21:4 and
Isaiah 35. Emphasis was placed on the Kingdom. and
good things in store for all mankind. Israel was also
featured.
There was less interest evidenced this year, though a
number of Jews stopped, engaged in conversation and
took literature.
Literature on a wide variety of subjects was given.
Popular booklets in addition to the theme booklet were:
"Time to Favor Zion Is Come": "What Say the
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Scriptures about Hell?" "Rejoice, 0 Israel!"
People took literature readily. Several asked if the
Bible Students were a cult, and some charged: "You
are Jehovah's Witnesses!" There was no sustained
interest from the Fair effort this year.
"FOR THIS CAUSE" In Louisville
Three showings of the audio-visual production were
given on October 27 and 28 to approximately 400
persons. About 150 of the program's script booklets
were sold, and mail requests for eleven more received.
Nine others requested Volume I, twelve were placed on
the mailing list, and eight requested information on
future meetings.
Publicity included newspaper, tracts (direct mail and
mailing list), fair booth, tracting, posters, radio and
television; mailings to churches and nursing homes. A
third of those responding to how they had learned of
the program, saw it in the newspaper.
Some interesting discussions followed the showings,
but marked interest was shown by the two custodians.
One planned to attend meetings.
Wheat Found in Minneapolis

Sister Edna Durand of Minneapolis, Minnesota has
been without class privileges in recent years, but is
now rejoicing in the finding of some "grains of wheat"
through the Divine Plan Radio witness there. Sister
Durand's account follows:
"Four women in this town were meeting together
and going to the Church of God, but were not
satisfied with it's teachings. One was tuning in on
the Divine Plan Radio program and heard Brother
Wilmott. She believed his message and sent for the
volumes, and received also "The Divine Plan
Journal" before she, told the others. They left the
church, but shortly one woman left them. The three
met together for some time, then one wrote to
Brother Wilmott asking if there was anyone here
who believed the same, as they were thrilled with
what they heard. He told them about me and told me
about them. I invited them to my home with Sister
Erickson from St. Paul when Brother Wilmott came
to Minneapolis. We had a nice day together, and the
four of us have been meeting since . . . we study the
first volume. We all live far apart, but have much
fellowship on the phone. The other two sent for the
volumes, and through Sister Elsie Peters we got a
set of Reprints, and are promised another set. We
would appreciate a third if available. I have given
each a Manna book.
"I feel that the Lord answered my prayers so
wonderfully, and they feel the same. Wait on the
Lord and He will reward your faith!

THE MEMORIAL SUPPER, 1980
Sunday, March 30 (After 6 p.m.)

Winnipeg Bible Students
For This Cause, Experiences and Follow-up

"The Winnipeg Ecclesia received many blessings
through their work with 'For This Cause' in the
province of Alberta. The production was shown once in
each of the two major cities of Calgary and Edmonton
in early July and attracted 900 public.
"In Calgary, a Baptist minister, jumped up on the
stage just after the last chords of the Hallelujah Chorus
and loudly warned the audience that this was 'all error
disguised as truth.' The general reaction was shock at
his disrespectful behaviour in light of the beauty of the
presentation. One characteristic comment was 'Just
beautiful, too bad about that fellow at the end. I guess
there's one in every crowd.'
"At this production we were joyfully greeted by a Dr.
Peters, whose parents were Bible Students in the
Pastor's day and who studies the volumes. He was so
excited to meet brethren after many years of isolation.
He is now eager to help in follow-up activities.
"In Edmonton we met a man named David Nichols
at the production who also was excited to meet
brethren. His parents and some family members are in
the Truth. He enjoyed the production, finding it
inspiring and encouraging. He too was eager to develop
greater fellowship and is presently studying the volumes
on his own.
Follow up Convention
-

"The Winnipeg brethren are planning a one-day
convention for the Spring in Calgary as a part of the
follow-up for those who showed an interest in the Truth
as a result of 'For This Cause.' A further blessing
connected with the showings in Calgary and Edmonton
was finding other previously unknown isolated brethren
in Alberta whom we hope to help and encourage by
means of the Calgary Follow-up Convention. The aim
is to facilitate permanent Scripture Study groups and to
arrange regular speaker visits in a central location in
the province. Calgary and Edmonton are 800 miles
from Winnipeg. Bro. Charles Chambers of Vancouver,
and brethren from the Prince Albert Ecclesia have
expressed a desire to help in this effort.
Boycott in Brandon

"The 'For This Cause' presentation in Brandon,
Manitoba was effectively boycotted by the local
Ministerial association, who had at first approved it.
Allegations of misrepresentation were ascribed to the
Winnipeg Bible Students by ministers who claimed we
were posing as members of the 'Winnipeg Bible College
Students Association', when we were in fact Jehovah's
Witnesses. These viewpoints were aired on a radio
station in Brandon. The matter was picked up by a
number of Winnipeg radio and TV stations which sided
with the ministerial view. One of our elders, Brother
Frank Boychuk, was interviewed by one of the TV
stations regarding our identity, beliefs and aims. His
answers seemed to end the debate and the matter was
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dropped. In spite of the negative attitudes of the
ministers, the attendance in Brandon was 200. We give
thanks to our God for these hearing ears, and for the
opportunity to suffer the reproaches of our Lord.
"The Winnipeg Brethren greatly appreciated the fine
technical work and the many sacrifices of Brother Russ
and Sister Camille Marten who accompanied the
presentation for all the Western Canadian showings.
We also deeply appreciated the hard work and spirit of
sacrifice of Brother J.C. Post of Windsor who also
worked on each presentation, putting out tracts and
posters."

there be any more pain: for the former things have
passed away." (Isaiah 25; Revelation 21:4)
(Signed with name and department)

THE DIVINE PLAN PROGRAM
Radio Broadcast Schedule
Programs broadcast on Sunday unless indicated otherwise.
Ala.
Ariz.
Ark.
Calif.

Students Offered "Good News"

A brother employed at a university had some
opportunities recently to let his light shine, through the
incident of a revivalist preaching a hell-fire gospel on
campus. He inserted an ad in the student newspaper
captioned: DID YOU KNOW. He wrote a letter to the
editor also which was carried in the same edition, and
follows:
HELL IS NO ANSWER
To the Editor: Have you witnessed that unusual
spectacle on TUC bridge? Revivalists on campus ar
preaching a "gospel" that is not good news. They claim
that eternal torment in hell fire is the doom of all who
do not believe in Jesus Christ. These threats of torture
are abominations against God's character. Such beliefs
inspired the Church to torture and burn non-believers
at the stake during the Dark Ages.
But God has a better plan than dooming the vast
majority of the human race to everlasting torture.
Literal torture in literal flames of fire is no where
taught in the Scriptures. God promised Abraham that
"In they seed shall All the families of the earth be
blessed" — not tortured! Christ died "as the
propitiation (satisfaction) for our (the Christians') sins:
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
(presently unbelieving) world." I John 2:2
In reality, all Christians go to hell too, because hell is
the grave — oblivion. Fire merely symbolizes
destruction. For example, Job actually prayed to go to
hell, to sleep in the grave, "for there the wicked cease
from troubling and the weary be at rest." Job 3 & 14
But man's short life-span — often filled with bitter
experiences of hatred, failure, poverty and sickness, as
well as love, will not be in vain. Everyone who has
ever lived will be "awakened" from death on the
Resurrection "morning." The Messiah and his faithful
followers will then administrate the world's greatest
education and rehabilitation programs, and offer all
people the opportunity to live in a social and ecological
paradise on earth. Those who then choose life by
learning and obeying God's law of love will not do so
because they fear "torture", but because they will
want to obey such a wise, just and loving God. "God
will destroy the veil cast over all nations and will wipe
away tears from off all faces . . . And there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall

Colo.
Conn.
Fla.
Ga.

Hawaii
Idaho
Ind.
Ky.
La.
Mich.

Minn.
Miss.
Mo.
N.J.
N.Y.
Ohio

Okla.
Ore.
Pa.

Tenn.
Texas

Utah
Wash.
Wisc.
Wy.

Mobile
Phoenix
Jacksonville
Fresno
Los Angeles
San Francisco
Longmont
Hartford
Dade City
Tampa
Atlanta
Honolulu
Boise
Chicago
Hammond
Louisville
Louisville
Lake Charles
Detroit
Grand Rapids
South Haven
Minneapolis
Waynesboro
Kansas City
St. Louis
Camden
Babylon
Niagara Falls
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbus
Dayton
Oklahoma City
Portland
Allentown
Pittsburgh
Wilkes Barre
Knoxville
Memphis
Houston
McKinney
Wichita Falls
Salt Lake City
Bellingham
Spokane
Milwaukee
Laramie

1550
WMOO
1010
KXEG
KGMR
1500
KBIF
900
870
KIEV
KFAX
1100
1060
KLMO
WINE
1230
1350
WDCF
WINQ
1010
1010
WGUN
1270
KNDI
950
KBRJ
WVVX 103.1 FM
1230
WJOB
840
WHAS
WAMZ
97 FM
1470
KLCL
WMZK 97.9 FM
1480
WMAX
940
WJOR
1570
KUXL
990
WABO
1380
KCNW
1010
KXEN
800
WTMR
WNYG
1440
1270
WHLD
1320
WCLU
WERE
1300
880
WRFD
980
WONE
890
KBYE
KLIQ
1290
92 FM
WALN
WARO
540
WILK
980
1240
WBIR
KWAM
990
KIKK
650
1600
KXVI
KWFT
620
KBBX
1600
790
KGMI
KUDY
1280
540
WYLO
1290
KOWB

9:45 a.m.
Sat. 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
Sat. 7:45 a.m.
Sat. 11:00 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
Sat. 9:15 a.m.
Sat. 7:45 a.m.
Sat. 8:15 a.m.
Sat. 8:15 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
Sat. 8:15 a.m.
Sat. 7:45 a.m.
1:45 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
8:15 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m. •
Sat. 9:45 a.m.
12:20 p.m.
Sat. 10:00 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

CANADA
CFRY
Man. Portage LaPrairie
Melfort
CJVR
Sask.
West Lock-Barhead CFOK
Alberta

MEXICO

920
1420
1370

9:15 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

1050 Tues. 11:00p.m.
XEG
Monterrey
Covers Southern Central United States

GREAT BRITAIN & EUROPE
Radio Caroline 319 meters (962 Khz) Medium wave

Tues. 8:00 p.m.
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TV Broadcast Schedule
Calif.
Kan.
Ky.
Mo.
N.M.
Texas

San Francisco
Dodge City
Louisville
Bethany
Albuquerque
Ft. Worth
El Paso

Cable Ch. 6
Cablevision
Ch. 41 WDRB
Cable TV
KMXN
Ch. 11 KTVT
KCIK-TV

Wed. 9:30 p.m.
Tu.&Th. 5:00p.m.
Sun. 7:00 a.m.
Thurs. Noon
Mon. 11 a.m.
Sun. 9:00 a.m.
Sun. 5:30

Investigate Programming in Your Area

There may be time available on your local television
station for the "Divine Plan TV Program" either on a
public service or paid basis at a reasonable cost. The Fort
Worth Bible Students will be glad to send 3/4" cassette
tapes or 2" highband tapes directly to the station. There
are approximately a year's supply of different subjects
available. Each program is thirty (30) minutes.
Is there a Cable TV System in your area? These
usually have time available at a low cost.
A New Television Program

A new television program has just been completed and is
ready for use on television stations. The program is
entitled "Thou Shalt Call His Name Jesus".
The cost for one of these tapes is approximately
$35.00. Should the station be able to use the program but
can only use 2" high band tapes, arrangements can be
made to duplicate a tape.
For further information write to Fort Worth Bible
Students, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, Texas 76106 or
phone at (817) 444-4856.

Interesting Letters
"I am sending two dollars for my renewal
subscription. I would like to have some information on
2 Peter 3:10-12—all information concerning hell. Also I
want to know about the spirits that left their natural
habitat—of the sons of God marrying the daughters of
men. - (TX)
"I recently heard a small portion of your radio
program for the first time. You mentioned something
about a book or other printing of the Thousand Year
Reign. Please send me as much as you can for $1.00 (If
there is a specific price on the material, please inform
me.). Although I am a believer in Jesus Christ, I only
recently started reading the Bible, and I have difficulty
locating specific quotations. I am interested especially
in reading about the signs foretelling the second coming
of Christ." (HI)
"Would you please send me a Bible study concerning
the Judgment Day. I'm a serviceman relatively new in
this area wanting to know more about the Word of God
and God's promises. It will be greatly appreciated. I
send a dollar to help you in your ministry for Christ."
(CA)

"To Divine Plan Program: I want to praise your
divine messages Saturday morning 8:30 a.m. I pray that
many will hear of it and be led to Jesus. I appreciate
that you present the Bible in such a practical way. . . .
We love the 'Divine Plan Journal' so much. I'm
grateful to receive it each month; I look forward to it. I
would like to receive 'Where Are the Dead?'. I often
wondered where the dead are. I have a deceased father
and many loved ones. Would be so grateful to read
about it in a booklet. I'm unemployed right now and
will send $1.00 towards postage, etc. Very sincerely
your student in the 'Divine Plan Journal.' (WI)
"Several years ago a patient in the hospital left a
book The Divine Plan of the Ages in their room when
they were discharged. Not wanting to throw it away I
took it home and put it away. Several weeks ago, while
cleaning house, I came across it again and began
reading it. It really makes sense to me and has opened
my eyes to many things I was unable to see before.
Now I have a brother-in-law . . . that would like to
have one. I would also like to have two more copies
(three in all) for my sister and one for my brother.
Could you please send them to me C.O.D. or bill me
for them. Thank you so very much." (OH)
"I am a new Christian trying to start a new life. If
there's any other book you could send that would help
me, I would appreciate it very much." (TX)

THE BIBLE STUDENTS NEWSLETTER
Letters from Readers
"I appreciate so much the Newsletter, you have no
idea . . . The Lord bless you all in this precious work.
. . . " NJ
"I want you to know how happy I am to receive the
Newsletter. There are so many wonderful messages to
uplift me in my pilgrim walk. So much information of
our dear brethren . . . each one striving in their own
way to make their calling and election sure." CA
"We look forward to each issue of the Newsletter. It
brings much joy to brethren in the Truth. May His
blessing make your work light and difficulties few." MI
"We are surely blessed through the wonderful
Newsletter. I know it's a tremendous task. May the
Lord continue to bless all there." IN
"We look forward to the Newsletter (wish it were
oftener) and appreciate your labor of love. It does our
hearts good to read of the dear brethren and their
experiences, specially to read of so many rejoicing in
the Truth and asking for more to read." B.C.
" . . . My new address enclosed. I don't like missing
the Newsletter! I enjoy it very much." FL
"Please put me on the mailing list to receive the
Bible Students Newsletter. I find it to be very
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interesting and encouraging to read. It is very difficult
to find the Truth in print." NB
"Thank you for sending the Newsletter. I am very
grateful for it. I want to give Him thanks and praise for
His wonderful blessings. Since I am rather isolated any
news I am privileged to receive of the dear brethren is
deeply appreciated. So good and blessed to hear from
other friends through the Newsletter and their staunch
faithfulness to our Lord and Truth as given us through
Pastor Russell." CA
Report of Income and Expenses, 1978 79
-

The financial and moral support of brethren in the year
past is cause for gratitude to our Heavenly Father
whose spirit motivates His people.
Expenses increased $435. due in part to re-issuing the
Directory of Ecclesia Meetings; but contributions were
larger by $880., so at year's end funds on hand
exceeded those of the previous one by $425.
Funds at December I, 1978
Contributions to 11/30/79
Interest to 11/30/79
Total Funds

$1,166.43
2,581.46
51.09

March 22,23 Wilmington, Delaware. Pre-Memorial.

Wilmington-Chesapeake City Ecclesia; Delaware
Law School, Brandywine College Campus, North
Wilmington. Secretary: Mrs. R.W. MacDonald, 135
West Rutherford Drive, Newark, DE 19713.
April 5,6 Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Spring Annual,
YWCA, 447 Webb Place. Secretary: Barry Kuly, 167
Catherine Bay, Selkirk, Man. Canada RIA 2G4.
April 12,13 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible
Students. (Details in March issue) Secretary: Robert
Kirkham, 16728 101st Place, Redmond, WA 98052.
Phone: (206) 883-0363.
May 3,4 Detroit, Michigan. Spring Annual, Associated
Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit, Trenton High
School, 2601 Charlton Road, Trenton, Mich.
Secretary: Henry F. Kwolek, 38231 Richland,
Livonia, Mich. 48150. Phone: (313) 464-2122
May 12,13 Japan. Third Annual. See SUMMER
CONVENTIONS.
June 6 8 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible
Students Annual Study-Discourse Convention. See
SUMMER CONVENTIONS.
July 19,20 Langley, B.C., Canada. Details later.
July 22 27 Toledo, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Annual. See
SUMMER CONVENTIONS.
August 30 September 1 Beloit, Wisconsin. Fifth Annual
Labor Day. Place and details later. Secretary: Mrs.
Ben Payton, 333 Elder Lane, Belvidere, II, 61008
-

-

$3,798.98

-

Expenditures:

Postal Charges
Printing Services
L.D. phone service
Miscellaneous
Total Expenses

398.12
1,256.68
391.13
161.83

Balance at November 30, 1979

$2,207.76
$1,591.22

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
The following article from the Washington Post should
be of interest to Newsletter readers.
HOLY WAR by Edmund Bosworth

CONVENTIONS
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the
house of the Lord. Psalm 12:1

December 29 January 1 Chicago, Illinois. Annual New
-

Year's Gathering, Hinsdale Township High School
South, Claredon Hills Road and Elm Street, Darien
Illinois. Speakers: Brothers R. Alexander, T. Barton,
A. Jarmon, D. Kaziak, 0. Kindig, N. Rice, E.
Weeks. Information and programs: John Trzyna,
Secretary, 4614 N. Potawatomie Avenue, Chicago, IL
60656.
1980
March 2 Covina, California 17th Annual. Azusa Pacific
College, Azusa, Calif. Secretary: Elaine L. Redeker,
5554 N. Pal Mal Avenue, Temple City, CA 91780
March 14 16 Fort Worth, Texas. Pre-Memorial.
Rodeway Inn, 1111 W. Lancaster. Secretary: Mrs.
George Wilmott, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX
76106. Phone: (817) 444-4856
March 15 16 Columbus, Ohio. Pre-Memorial. Luther B.
Turner Lodge. Secretary: Mrs. Lauren Stewart, 46
Millfield, Westerville, OH 43081. Phone: (614)
890-1814
-

-

With his recent clarion call for jihad—holy
war—against all who do not accept the validity of his
own brand of "Islamic Revolution." the Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini has raised a ghost that most
Westerners thought had been laid to rest in an
increasingly secular world.
Jihad has seemed an anachronism. It has seemed
improbable as a contemporary crusade to restore
Catholic Christendom in the eastern Mediterranean
would be today. Now we cannot be so sure.
"Moslems, rise up and defend Islam," Khomeini has
cried. This is not a struggle between the United States
and Islam," he said of the American hostages in Iran.
It is a struggle between Islam and the infidel." Daily
broadcasts from Iran in Arabic call for a revolt and
refer to an "Islamic uprising in the world." The attack
on the Grand Mosque in Mecca has been ascribed to
Khomeini's radicalizing influence on the entire Moslem
region, and Khomeini has applauded the mob attack on
the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan.
When the real ruler of Iran can proclaim that his
fundamentalist revolution is for export, and when
minority faiths there like the Jews, Zoroastrians,
Christians and Bahai's can feel threatened by mobs
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reportedly urged on by the Shiite clergy in the land
where their forebearers have lived for hundreds and
even thousands of years, one Moslem land at least
seems to have slipped back effortlessly into the
religious fanaticism in which Richard the
Lion-Hearted's knights clashed with the mounted
archers of the warrior sultan Saladin in the 12th
century. . . .
Only a century ago, a British official or soldier in
India or Egypt, or his French counterpart in Morocco
or Algeria, and his Russian one in the Caucasus would
have been fully alert to the potential danger in a call to
holy war amongst the people he ruled. Movements like
that of the so-called "Mad Mullah" in British
Somaliland in the opening years of the present century
showed how a leader claiming charismatic powers and
promising to free his land of outside control, whether of
a regime imperfectly Islamized (to his notions) like that
of Egypt or infidel like that of Britain, could catch the
imagination of the masses and pose a powerful military
threat to regional stability. . . .
But what does a Moslem understand by the Arabic
term "jihad" for holy war and how far is it a living
concept?
The idea is as old as Islam itself, and many Moslem
lawyers considered it to be the sixth of basic duties, the
so-called "pillars of Islam." Death while fighting in a
jihad means that a Moslem warrior will go straight to
paradise. The Koran itself, the sacred scripture of
Islam, regarded by Moslems as the inspired word of
God, prescribes in several places that Moslems should
"fight in the way of God" against unbelievers.
This issues from the theory of the universality of
Islam. The believer may not rest until the whole v, ,orld
acknowledges the faith. So perpetual and unrelenting
warfare is enjoined, with no possibility of permanent
peace until this ultimate aim is accomplished. . . .
But as in many affairs of mankind, practice has been
more flexible. There was a strain of toleration towards
adherents of older faiths like Judaism and Christianity,
subsequently extended tacitly at times to groups like
the Hindus. This allowed them to live at peace within
the borders of Islam in exchange for a subordinate legal
status. . . .
The Islamic states also came to acknowledge the
existence of a law of nations that merchants or
diplomats should receive protection while pursuing
their lawful business in the Islamic lands. The sanctity
of diplomatic missions has on the whole been faithfully
observed in Islamic lands in the past. One striking
exception, perhaps boding ill today, took place in the
Iran of 1829, when a Russian envoy and his staff were
murdered in Tehran. . . .
But it was also possible to conduct jihad against
internal dissidents, for sects and heresies early arose
within Islam, as with Christianity, and their partisans
were often ruthlessly crushed by the Orthodox Sunni
mainstream.
The Shiite sect, now dominant in Iran, southern Iraq
and parts of the western seaboard of the Persian Gulf,
and with strong elements in Syria, Lebanon and

Yemen, has been at various times in the past the target
for attack by Sunnis. . . .
Persecutions and martyrdoms within Islam
accentuated the feeling, still visible in Shiite
communities, of being an embattled community of the
saved remnant, and Shiism came in fact to evolve a
more rigorous doctrine of jihad than the Sunnis.
According to Shiite teaching, refusal to acknowledge
the divine basis of Shiism is tantamount to infidelity,
and makes the obstinate non-Shiite Moslem as likely to
be the target of holy war as a non-Moslem.
However, a characteristic feature of Shiism is its
messianic character, with the Hidden Imam as a
charismatic leader who will reappear towards the end
of time to bring about a golden age of justice on earth.
(It is not unlike the Jewish messiah or the Christian
second coming.)
In strict Shiite law, only the Hidden Imam can
authorize jihad, but in practice his representative on
earth—as the Khomeini apparently conceives himself to
be—can unleash a holy war in defense of Islam as he
sees it. Thus, within Iran, the present warfare in the
Kurdish provinces can be viewed as a holy war,
because the Kurds are not only Sunnis (and in many
cases tainted by leftist ideology), but are in rebellion
against the lawful authority of the Imam's
representative.
On these grounds, the ayatollah's present
proclamation of the idea of jihad consists, in part, of a
threat against the remnants of former political
imperialism, now conceived of essentially as an
economic and cultural imperialism. The rapidity with
which fantastic accusations of American and Zionist
complicity in the Meccan events has triggered off
anti-American and anti-British rioting in Pakistan
shows how easily this cry can incite people to action.
The ayatollah's potential for stirring mischief in these
lands is thus considerable, and the rapid success of his
regime, with the Jericho-like walls of the shah's
"tyranny" falling flat at the trumpet blast of the
Islamic revolution in Iran must be chilling certain
neighboring capitals.

Edmund Bosworth, professor of Arabic studies at the
University of Manchaester, is British editor of the
Encyclopedia of Islam.

Call upon me in the day of trouble: 1 will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.
Psalms 50:15
Those who look upon the Bible as a collection
of moral precepts – designates for the
regulation of the world in general – are very far
from the proper estimate of its object and
scope; for the Bible is not addressed to the
world at all. The whole book, from beginning
to end, is the inheritance of the saints – 'the
sanctified in Christ Jesus.' To them, all the
apostolic epistles are addressed. R 3646
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MISCELLANEOUS
Ecclesia Secretary Changes

Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit

Columbus, Ohio Bible Students

Henry F. Kwolek
38231 Richland,
Livonia, MI 48150
Phone: (313) 464-2122

Mrs. Lauren Stewart
46 Millfield,
Westerville, OH 43081
Phone: (614) 890-1814

Phoenixville Bible Students

North Seattle Bible Students

Mrs. David Hauke
46 Heather Road,
Heather Woods,
Newark, DE 19702
Phone: (302) 368-5525

Robert Kirkham
16728 101st Place
Remond, WA 98052
Phone: (206) 883-0363

Address Changes Needed

Suzanne Bachorski
185 Vandervoort, Apt. 2
N. Tonawanda, NY 14132
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chierico
196 Straub Road
Rochester, NY 14626
Tim Cunningham
518 E. Newlove, Apt. A
Santa Maria, CA 93454
Mrs. Marjorie Gale
435 High St. Lot 8
Mystic, CT 06355
L. Kopczyk
4 Simon Street
Clayton, Victoria 3168
Australia

J. Malik
958 Sherman, Apt. 12
Glenview, IL 60025

Gene Simmons
c/o 9742 S. Ellis
Chicago, IL 60628

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Malik
Box 232A Rt. I
Masonville, NJ 08054

Mrs. E.F. Skinner
Rt. 1, Box 177
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Matthewson
1648 Charles Drive
Glen Ellyn, IL 60139

Lana Turner
216 Hawkesbury Lane, Apt. G
Indianapolis, IN 46260

Carmen Moore
(Moved to Oregon)

Robert Wagoner
Rt. 3, 2520 Oak St.
Corona, CA 91720

Norman Rankin
361 Ruth Circle
Bolingbrook, IL 60439

Mrs. K. Reitz
11480 Fordline, Apt. 201
Allen Park, MI 48101

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Bible

Students Ecclesia of Dayton, Ohio. It is published as a
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed
by our returned Lord through His faithful and wise
servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell; and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows, and other of the
Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information

other than doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible
Students who believe as aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to
submit authentic information for publication. News
items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their
accuracy.
Deadline to submit material for the March issue of
the Newsletter is February first.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16. 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world." "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

