BIBLE STUDENTS NEWSLETTER
VOLUME 7 / NUMBER 2 / JUNE 1978

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the
Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton, Ohio. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who
believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through His
faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell; and promulgated through the Six Volumes of
Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows, and
other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information
other than doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible
Students who believe as aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to
submit authentic information for publication. News
items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
Deadline to submit material for the September
issue of the Newsletter is August 4th.

Greetings in the Lord:
The public response to current witness activities in
many ecclesias is heartening. Notable among these is
the program "For This Cause" produced in Chicago
and shown there in March to a public audience of one
thousand persons. Eight showings of this production
are scheduled beginning in June to December, in the
east, midwest, west and Canada. The large-scale effort of four brethren in Springfield, Ohio to present
this audio-visual witness in their city on June 18,
evokes our admiration for their faith and zeal, and
petitions at the Throne of Grace for the Lord's blessing
upon it.
Last month Israel celebrated her thirtieth anniversary as an independent nation. But June 1978 marks
another event of great importance to her
restoration—the One Hundredth Anniversary of the
Berlin Congress of Nations. To observe this occasion
we have included in this June issue a research report
on the Berlin Congress. (See separate sheet following
page 12) It is difficult to find information about the
Congress in most reference sources, which has led
some to question its significance. Most historians
have concerned themselves with the Congress' effect
on the Balkan peoples and balance of world power
leading to World War I, and largely ignore its dealings
with Jewish rights and long term effect on Palestine.
But other historians have not so restricted themselves. They have rightly seen the Congress (along
with the Cyprus Treaty) as a milestone to Israel.
Therefore, we have quoted historical sources verbatim
and included a bibliography.

ENTERED INTO REST
"I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you children of the
Most High: But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of

the princes." Psalm 82:6,7

• Brother Wilford Baker of Coshocton, Ohio finished
his course on April 15 at 65 years of age having been
consecrated since 1954. He was introduced to the
Truth through the radio witness on the day following
a conversation with a minister on death and hell,
which yielded no satisfactory answers. Providentially,
the topic of the radio program he heard was "The
Bible Hell." Though handicapped physically for many
years with circulatory problems, Brother Baker was
always alert to let his light shine and to defend the
Truth which his family actively opposed. He is survived by his wife, Sister May (652 Fir St., Coshocton,
Ohio 43812)
• Brother Carl Bradford of Mesquite, Texas died
March 3rd in his late seventies having been consecrated since 1929. His wife, Sister Rachel, and two
daughters survive. Brother George Wilmott gave his
funeral discourse.
• Brother Desmond Colvin of Lake Charles, Louisiana
died January 2nd at age 65. He is survived by his wife,
Ruth. Brother George Wilmott was privileged to deliver his funeral witness to an assembly of 300 persons.
• Brother Ernest Dubel of Dayton, Ohio died in February at 91 years of age. He had been associated with
the Truth Movement for many years.
• Brother John Hull, an elder in the Los Angeles
Ecclesia, died May 22 of a heart attack. He is survived
by his wife, Sister Hull.
• Brother George W. Jeffrey of the Los Angeles
Ecclesia died on April 7 at 86 years of age.
• Brother William Josiah of Sayville Ecclesia (N.Y.)
died March 2nd at 80 years of age.
• Brother Millard Ketchem of Carbondale, Pennsylvania finished his course in late May at the age of 83
years. He attended meetings in Dayton, Ohio for several years during the war while stationed at WrightPatterson Air Force Base. Brother Ketchem gained a
knowledge of the Truth at the age of 12 when his two
sisters came into the light, and was immersed in May,
1912, at 17. In recent years he suffered the loss of his
wife, his health, and the privilege of fellowship with
the brethren. However, his strong faith and trust sustained his hope unto the end.
• Sister Ethel Krumpholt Rutherford, New Jersey,
finished her course on February 16 at 89 years of age.

Page 2

She is survived by her husband, Brother Arthur, of the
Dawn Bible Students.
• Sister Anna Markunas of the Beloit Wisconsin
Ecclesia finished her course at the age of 90 on April 8
terminating a long illness. Of Lithuanian descent, Sister Markunas had lived in Rockford, Illinois for 47
years.
• Brother Walter Mozee of Miami Florida Ecclesia,
whose activities in the Truth go back to Brother Russell's day, died at the age of 89 years on February 1st.
Formerly of Chicago, Brother Mozee resided for a time
at the home of Brother William McKee in Springfield,
Ohio where he had been hospitalized following an
auto accident which occurred while passing through
the area enroute to Florida.
• Brother Joseph Novak of the Detroit Ecclesia died
on March 1st following an emergency illness at 62
years of age. He is survived by his wife, Sister Isabelle;
his mother, Sister Helen Novak; his sister, Sister
Helen Boerner.
• Sister Orvilla Overbey of Melbourne, Arkansas
(formerly of Chicago) finished her course at her son
Norman's home in Palatine, Illinois on April 24 after a
lingering illness. She is survived by two sons, Norman
and Frank; nine grandchildren and two great grandchildren; and her consecrated sister, Sister Clare
Peterman of Venice, Florida. Two funeral services
conducted by Brother Art Newell were held: at
Palatine, Illinois on. April 25, and at Melbourne, Arkansas on April 28 where Sister Overbey was buried
beside her husband, Brother David whose funeral
Brother Newell also conducted in 1972.
• Brother Frederick Pagels of Buffalo, New York
finished his course on February sixth in his 91st year.
Consecrating in 1919, his faith was nurtured by the
late Brother Charles Janke whose wife, Sister Tess is
Brother Pagel's sister-in-law. Brother Allon MacAlister delivered his funeral discourse.
• Sister Margie Pocius who was confined to a nursing
home in Hamtramk, Michigan died Saturday, May 6.
She had been a member of the Polish Ecclesia of
Detroit.
• Brother Alex Shumacher of Dallas, Texas, in the
Truth for many years, died in January in his eighties.
He is survived by his wife, Sister Shumacher. Brother
George Wilmott conducted his funeral service.
• Brother Lyman B. Snow of the Boston Ecclesia but
living in a Lansing Michigan nursing home, died there
at 95 years of age on April 3rd. His wife, Sister Dora
survives him (Provincial House - Whitehills, 1843 N.
Hagadorn Road, E. Lansing, Michigan 48823).
Brother Edgar Buckley conducted the funeral service.
• Sister Susan J. Sturmankin of the Cleveland Polish
Ecclesia ended a consecrated walk of 20 years on April
24 in her 82nd year. At the hospital on the evening of
Memorial, she received the emblems in clearness of
mind, from Brother Tomala and expressed appreciation for his efforts in coming to serve her. Of her
funeral, it was remarked that Brother John Bazilius
brought out so br - utifully the fact of our Lord's Second Presence ar .s relation to the resurrection of the
dead.

• Brother Walter Wynimko a deacon in the Detroit
Polish Ecclesia, finished his course in his 84th year on
March 8. His wife Caroline (19149 Goulburn, Detroit,
Mich. 48205); and three consecrated — a brother and
two sisters, survive him.

NEW BRETHREN IN CHRIST
"The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming
in from this time forth and even forever." Psalms 121:8

Immersed at Fort Worth, Texas on March 25th:
Sister Ethel Allen of Allen, Oklahoma, received
the Truth in 1918;
Sister Beulah Cason of Dallas, Texas got in touch
with brethren through the Divine Plan Television program.
Immersed at Wilmington, Delaware on April 15:
From the Wilmington Ecclesia:
Brother Clayton Hesselburg has met with the
class since attending a public meeting in 1974;
Sister Helen Miller heard the Divine Plan radio
program in 1977. Requesting the First Volume
she wrote: "This is an answer to prayer";
Sister Diane Marino, Waterbury Ecclesia, is the
neice of Brother Larry and Sister Sherry
Sarandrea;
Sister Kathy Stein, Jersey City Ecclesia, is the
wife of Brother David, and daughter-in-law of
Brother Mel Stein.
Immersed at Trenton, Michigan on May 6th:
Brother Leonard Skruch of the Beloit Wisconsin
Ecclesia, son of Brother Joe, and the late Sister Helen who died February first.

INDIANA-OHIO ECCLESIAS
4TH REGIONAL CONVENTION
July 26-30, 1978
The programs and registration blanks for the convention to be held at Evansville, Indiana were mailed to
Ecclesia Secretaries on May 19.* The Committee is
urging all planning to attend to pre-register as the
food service management requires a daily guaranteed
number in advance. Registration and collection of
charges will be the responsibility of the Committee,
therefore, brethren are requested to remit payment in
full with each registration form no later than July 10.
Meals are $5.75 per day; lodging is $5.40 per night
(double occupancy); $6.90 for a single room. No
charge is made for additional persons in a double
room furnishing own cot and linens or sleeping bag.
Anyone unable to climb stairs should register early
and request a first floor room.
Bring your own pillow; a blanket, and soap. Last
year brethren were inconvenienced on discovering
that such standard items were not furnished.
The Committee will arrange transportation for
those requesting it, to and from the airport and bus
depot. Please indicate on the registration form — your
arrival time — if you need this service.
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The dormitories will be available on Tuesday for
those arriving early. Those arriving late at night will
not be turned away, but all brethren are urged to
pre-register and inform the Committee of their needs
in advance.
The list of Speakers serving, is given under CONVENTIONS.
*Brethren not affiliated with an ecclesia may request
this mailing from the Convention Secretary: Alvin
Raffel, 6720 Mad River Road, Dayton, Ohio 45459.
Phone: (513) 433-3071.

OUR AFFLICTED AND
ISOLATED BRETHREN
".. . It is not enough that we have tasted of the brook of
experiences, endured some trials, that we have learned
something of obedience through the things we have suffered; we must continue drinking until we can gladly say
— Father, Thy will, not ours be done!" R.2936
• Sister Agnes Day (28 Parkwood Drive, Chatham,
Ont.) blacked out and fell breaking her leg and ankle
in three places. She lay on the ground for twenty
minutes before her cry for help was heard. Her leg was
placed in a temporary cast until April 26 when a pin
was inserted in the bone.
• Brother Jimmy Dean (2010 W. Broad, Apt. 54,
Albany, Georgia 31707) is isolated, and without the
privileges and fellowship of an ecclesia.
• Sister LaVonne Ehrlich (Rt 1, Box 168, Windsor,
Colo. 80550) writes: "I have received so many letters
and cards of comfort from the brethren which have
been so helpful to me. Greg (my son) has responded to
chemotherapy. The treatments have stopped the
cancer's spread and it appears to be regressing. He is
back to work and school (except for the week of treatment). We are very thankful for the prayers of the
brethren as we have received much grace and strength
from the Lord. This trial has brought me many
blessings; I can truthfully say I know what is meant in
the words, 'Rejoice in tribulation.' I would appreciate
continued prayers in this trial."
• Brother Ralph Germane (105 Pine St., Portland,
Maine 04102) Brother Frank Kendall of Avon Park,
Florida writes that "Brother Germane needs the
prayers of all the brethren. Several strokes are beginning to take their toll. He was with our group in
Egypt, in 1974."
• Sister Violet Grable (5644 Grove Road, Clinton,
Ohio 44216) lost her mother in death on March 26,
whom she nursed faithfully at home through the last
three years of her illness. Another daughter, Sister
Bonnie Crookston of Akron, shares this loss. All who
have had the care of an invalid in the home over a long
period, have a special bond of understanding. The
self-discipline, the extra expenditure of energy at
times to accomplish even the common tasks, are a
measure of the sacrifice involved in adding any service to the brethren or the world under those circum-

stances. Though saddened by her mother's loss Sister
Violet is glad for the opportunity to use her energies
now in the Lord's service.
• Sister Jane Bell Gray (Westminster Med. Center,
5601 Bethel Ave., Muncie, In. 47302) has been confined
in frail health for an extended period. Two months
ago Sister Gray broke a hip; the break was pinned
successfully and she is making a good recovery.
• Sister Eva Johnson of the Wilmington Delaware
Ecclesia, 101 years of age, suffered a broken hip recently but is not responding to therapy following a
plastic replacement. This device was used successfully twelve years ago when she broke the other hip.
Sister Johnson is encouraged by messages from the
brethren. Her address: Room 301, Wilmington Medical Center, Eugene DuPont Division, 3506 Kennet
Pike, Wilmington, Del. 19806.
• Sister Laura Kane (Chesapeake City, Maryland
21915), widowed in January 1976, has been in ill
health. She appreciates the encouraging messages received from brethren.
• Brother John Kaziak has been undergoing severe
physical trials, first with surgery and after a few days
at home, he was taken back to the hospital with a
stroke. His wife, Sister Kaziak was in the hospital at
the same time for ulcer treatment but is home and
reported to be doing well. Brother and Sister Kaziak
have a new address. They are Jiving with their daughter at 6408 Ward Rd., N.Y. 14132.
• Brother J. Kotulak (5656 Kenmore, Dearborn
Heights, Mich. 48127) had gall bladder surgery on
March 14. He is an elder in the Polish Ecclesia of
Detroit.
• Brother William Molhoek (Friendship Village,
Room 402,5790 Denlinger Road, Dayton, Ohio 45426)
suffered a heart attack May 28 and is hospitalized in
the coronary care unit.
Brother Molhoek has been suffering black out with
increasing frequency over the past ten years and has
sustained many injuries as a result. Despite his afflictions, he continues to rejoice in the Truth and his hope
is bright.
• Brother David Niemyski (3513 - 42nd Place, Highland, Ind. 46322) wrote in February to say he was
back to work and recovering gradually the mobility of
his injured foot. He expressed appreciation to the
many brethren who sent cards and remembered him
in prayer after his injury. "I appreciated all of them
and their messages of encouragement. It demonstrates how much we need and mean to one another.'
• Brother Joseph Osachowski (21011 Blackmar, Warren, Mich. 48091) fell down a few stairs bruising himself badly and fracturing his shoulder in three places.
His injury caused him considerable pain. An elder in
the Detroit Polish Ecclesia, he is 85 years of age.
• Brother Wilbur Poe (One West Ridge Place, Newport, Ky. 41071) was hospitalized for surgery in March
and is recovering slowly. He is grateful for the Lord's
overruling providences in his life.
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• Brother Alvin Raffel (6720 Mad River Road, Dayton, Ohio 45459) has been recuperating from surgery
on March 17. He is making good progress toward recovery but still has persistent discomfort. He appreciates the love of the brethren manifested by their
personal cards, letters and prayers, and is cheered and
encouraged by their thoughtfulness.
• Sister Dorothy Reames (Gen. Del., Francesville, Ind.
47946) writes of their afflictions: "This past year has
been one of many trials, and some have almost floored
us, but by His grace, we can weather them through. In
May, Brother Forest was sick . . . a heart condition,
angina pectoris and hardening of arteries. As he isn't
supposed to lift more than 15 pounds, he has just 17
more days to work (stated on March 4.) He'll just go in
the last day of March, shake hands and that will be
farewell to RCA. He passed his 62nd birthday on
January 18. We are thankful his condition isn't worse
than it is.
"Then our youngest girl and her husband have a
very severe trial . . . we had it too as we suffered with
them. In December we lost our oldest daughter who
had been in a nursing home with muscular sclerosis.
She was 35 years old. Then within ten days of that, we
were told our son's wife was leaving him for another
man — leaving three girls without a mother (ages 6, 9
and 12).
"My sister in the Truth also has a very severe trial
. . . We need our brethren's prayers . . . and most of all
the help of the Lord, if He thinks we are worthy of
what we are striving to be. . . . "
• Brother Marion Schrock (7051/2 Riley Ct., Coshocton, Ohio 43812) underwent hernial surgery on April
25, and though not fully recovered is progressing well.
• Sister Emily N. Scully (230 Corfam Ave., Shelton,
Conn. 06484) appreciates all the cards and letters that
dear friends sent her at Christmas and holidays, and
is grateful for the Newsletter service.
• Sister Henrietta Stocker (18146 Glastonbury Road,
Detroit, Mich.) suffered chest pains on April 20th and
was taken to the hospital by her husband, Brother
Carl. She returned home on May 20th for a few days,
and will return to the hospital to undergo surgery.
This will be the tenth time Sister Henrietta has had
surgery, and she is well-acquainted with pain. She is
reported to have a wonderful attitude toward her
afflictions, desiring to be submissive to the Lord's will
for her.

HARVEST ACTIVITIES
Chicago Bible Students
Audio-Visual Witness Draws 1,000
A Palm Sunday showing of the Life of Christ entitled:
"For This Cause" was presented on March 19 in Elmhurst, Illinois. This multi-media production was
shown both afternoon and evening in a high school
auditorium to capacity audiences. In the afternoon
the auditorium's 750 seats were filled ahead of program time so that more than 50 cars were turned
away. It is estimated that about 1,000 public in all saw
the production.

Promotion of the program used radio spot announcements; ads in the Elmhurst paper and two
metropolitan Chicago dailies. A large number of window posters were placed in stores and other public
places in the immediate vicinity, and in numerous
other areas by brethren who took them to their own
neighborhoods. The distribution of 60,000 tracts was
concentrated in the City of Elmhurst.
Following the showings refreshments were served
and many visitors stayed on to talk. A minister is
reported to have said: "That was fantastic!" Each
visitor was offered a Divine Plan of the Ages magazine.
Friends from classes around Chicago as well as out
of state strengthened the hands of the brethren by
their presence, and as the people flowed into the auditorium, it is said that consecrated hearts "burned
within them."
This pilot showing struck a popular response and
demonstrated the productions's value as an effective
means of capturing the public interest. Already many
brethren are hoping or planning to use the program to
give the people of their cities an opportunity to hear
the blessed Truth through a medium to which they are
attuned.

About the Program and Its Schedule
A description of the program and its method of presentation may be of interest to those who have not
seen it. "For This Cause" uses the life and teachings of
our Lord — many episodes are set in scenes taken in
Israel — to portray through sight and sound many
beautiful truths touching most of the major doctrines
of the Divine Plan:
The Fall; the Ransom for All (incorporates Tabernacle slides); the Permission of Evil; the Two Salvations; What is Death?; the Resurrection; the Abrahamic Promise; Signs of the Times to show the
nearness of the Kingdom — such as the Time of
Trouble, "Many running to and fro," "the increase
of knowledge," the fig tree blossoming, the Prehuman Existence of Jesus; the Second Presence of
our Lord.
The entire program on tape, requires an hour and a
half, and is run by an Audio-Visual Programmer synchronized to operate six projectors automatically —
changing the slides, playing the voice narration and
stereophonic musical background. The pictures are
projected on a large screen — 281/2 feet wide, in three
sections which can be used as one for a panorama, or
individually for different scenes.
The showings scheduled at present are listed for any
wishing to view the program:
June 10 — Roselle, N.J. (sponsored by Lundquist
Exhibits)
June 18 — Springfield, Ohio (Kenton Ridge High
School, 4444 Middle-Urbana Road)
July 1 — New Brunswick, N.J. (Convention)
July 28 — Evansville, Ind. (Convention)
Sept. or Oct. — Columbus, Ohio (Date not fixed)
Oct. 7 — Denver, Colo. (Convention)
Oct. 22 — Winnipeg, Canada (tentative)
Dec. 4 — Washington, D.C.
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Brethren interested in further information or possible
use of the program in their area, may contact George
Tabac, 900 Brentwood Drive, Bensenville, Ill. 60106.
A Message of Comfort Offered
"Why Have Jews Been Persecuted?" is the subject of a
new tract. This question is appropriate to every season, but especially pertinent after Israel's thirty troubled years, and anti-Semitism beginning to surface
again. The tract's full text was run as a half-page
editorial ad in the Chicago Sun Times in late April.
Three days later 480 requests for the booklet, "Rejoice, 0 Israel!" were received.
Skokie, Illinois Visited
The brethren spent Sunday, May 7 tracting in Skokie
which has a large segment of Jews including survivors
of the Nazi holocaust. A message of hope was given in
the tract "Why Have Jews been Persecuted?" in anticipation of the coming neo-Nazi march scheduled
there in June. It rejoices the hearts of all true Christians to tell the persecuted Jews (and all the oppressed)
of God's promise to "bless all the families of the
earth" through Abraham's seed.

Cleveland Bible Students
A public witness was given at the convention in Cleveland on Sunday, April 16 by Brother David Doran on
the topic, "The Middle East and the New World."
Sixteen visitors responded to the letter of invitation
which was sent over the ecclesia's mailing list, and
also to a list of Jewish names gathered over a period of
time. The meeting was advertised in the newspaper,
and the weekly Divine Plan radio program carried a
spot announcement on four Sundays.
Before the meeting, a rabbi called to say he was
unable to attend but pleased to learn he could have
the talk on cassette. Indicating that he would be interested in a Bible study of the subject, he was sent
"Rejoice, 0 Israel!"
Other calls received from Jews expressed surprise
that there are people in the world who care about
them. A Christian woman unable to attend called to
ask for a cassette and reported that the letter of invitation had been circulated in her church.

East Los Angeles Bible Students
A public meeting on April 16 was addressed by
Brother Edward Lorenz through an illustrated lecture
on the Divine Plan as represented in the Great
Pyramid. Twenty persons from the surrounding area
attended in addition to the brethren of the class. Eleven requests were received from the tracting effort.
These and the twenty who came all received First
Volumes.
A woman who attended the public witness came to
the class on April 30, and enjoyed it so much she said
she would plan to come again.
The brethren are thankful to the Lord for their
privilege of telling His wonderful words of Truth, and
for His blessing of their effort.

Fort Worth Bible Students
The brethren at Fort Worth are sponsors of the Divine
Plan radio and television programs, also of the
monthly Journal sent as a follow-up to those expressing interest in the programs or literature. Some
ecclesias send the Divine Plan Journal on a monthly
basis to their mailing lists. Recently the New Albany
Indiana Ecclesia sent a letter to their interested
names offering one free issue of the Journal and received over 100 requests.
The Second Presence
The JUNE issue of the Journal will contain the full
text of the booklet, "Our Lord's Return" which is a
reprint of the article entitled: "The Parousia of our
Lord Jesus and his Subsequent Apokalupsis and
Epiphania at His Second Advent." (R. pp. 2972-83) An
overrun of 1,500 journals is planned to fill requests
for the booklet, which will not be reprinted due to
cost.
An Indian Enjoys "the Meat"
Last fall, a man in Decatur, Texas wrote asking for
Studies in the Scriptures. He had received the First
Volume earlier and enjoyed it very much. The Sevenin-One volume was sent and recently Brother George
Wilmott called on him. The man had read about onehalf of the volume. Brother Wilmott's late father knew
this man — a full-blooded Indian.
The Seven-in-One Volume
Requests from the public for the Studies in the Scriptures continue to be received, but March was outstanding — twenty-five requests were received and
mailed in one week.
For information on any of the activities listed, write
Fort Worth Bible Students, Box 4085, Fort Worth,
Texas 76106. Phone: (817) 444-4856

Phoenixville Bible Students
"Can a Christian Fall from Grace?" is the title of a
tract (announced in the March issue, 1977) dealing
with the Scriptural basis of a Christian's salvation,
and thus with the erroneous claim "Once in Grace,
Always in Grace." The tract is available at $.80 a
hundred plus postage from: Phoenixville Bible Students, P.O. Box 79, Kimberton, Pa. 19442.

Springfield, Ohio Bible Students
A public witness using the multi-media production,
"For This Cause" will be given twice on Sunday, June
18 in Springfield, Ohio. It is sponsored by the four
consecrated brethren living there who are members of
the Columbus Ohio Ecclesia. The program will be
presented at 2:30 and 7 p.m. in the Kenton Ridge High
School at 4444 Middle-Urbana Road in an auditorium
seating 650.
Having planned an extensive promotion of the program, this "little band" has been granted free time on
two radio stations (2 spots daily); free display space
on the backs of three taxis; an area 3' x inside each
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of 15 buses; and free time on four TV stations — all for
a period of thirty days.
Paid advertising includes 50 spots at prime time on
two radio stations; newspaper display ads in
Springfield and Urbana papers, and in the May issue
of the Chamber of Commerce magazine, "New Concepts."
Of the 18,000 tracts being distributed by mail, 270
are addressed to ministers and accompanied by a letter of invitation to include their congregations. An
additional 2,000 tracts are being distributed door to
door.
Use of the high school for the program is granted
free of charge with the exception of providing a custodian. A deputy sheriff is required also, but one has
volunteered to cover the full time — from morning to
evening — at no charge.
The brethren at Springfield are rejoicing in this
opportunity to witness there and the many evidences
of the Lord's hand in it. Brethren are requested to
remember the interests of this undertaking at the
Heavenly Throne of Grace for the Lord's guidance and
blessing upon it.

The Work in Japan
"Christian love and warmest greetings from your
brethren in Japan. It has been strengthening to our
faith to see the Lord's providences in even the smallest
details.
The Lord has also overruled to extend our stay until
the end of October, for which we thank Him, as we
hesitated to leave in the midst of the work.
On March 22, Sister Mary Jane Burns and Sister
Ildreth Vigar arrived. They were a great help in the
studies, tape service, and in preparing the mailing for
the Pyramid program sponsored by NTV. The
Pyramid Tract, Pyramid Chapter in Volume 3, and the
'Bible in Stone' TV Cassette were offered in the folder.
All had been translated into Japanese. Slides of the
Pyramid were also offered. The folders were mailed to
churches and Christian organizations, and distributed in the Fujisawa, Zushi, and Hayama areas.
Brother David and Sister Florence Niemyski arrived April 9 and left April 27. They were a great
blessing to us, and his services were greatly appreciated by all here. April 15 and 16 a convention was
held in the afternoon and evening each day. Brother
David and Brother Owen served once each day, and it
was most helpful to the Japanese and Americans
alike. We also enioyed a Testimony Meeting together.
Memorial was held in our home with the six Americans, Sister Junko, and Brother Ishikawa present.
That afternoon we had a study-testimony meeting to
begin our communing together.
NTV requested that Brother August Tornquist, who
was in Egypt during the entire time they were constructing the Japanese Pyramid, appeared on an
interview show which was advertising their Pyramid
Special programs. Brother and Sister Tornquist arrived here on May 14. On May 15, we were privileged
to see the first program in NTV studios, and that

evening we were invited to the NTV Banquet, to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of NTV and the
Pyramid Special. Brother Tornquist gave a short message. They had a good relationship with him and Todd
Alexander in Egypt, and welcomed 'Mr. August' to
Tokyo. Brother Tornquist appeared on the interview
show on Wednesday, May 17.
The Pyramid Specials were shown on May 18 and
25. As of May 24 we received 225 responses. Our
hearts are happy for the privilege that has been afforded us, and look to the Lord for whatever results He
will prosper.
The Japanese who study with us have been most
cooperative. They addressed the envelopes and assisted in stuffing, stamping, and sealing, as well as
contributing to the cost. Routinely the Japanese have
been contributing food and staples for our use, which
is another way the Lord has blessed the efforts here.
Sister Mary Jane and Sister Ildreth left on May 20,
and are greatly missed. Brother and Sister Tornquist
leave this evening. We've appreciated his services and
the privilege of co-laboring together, and their fellowship.
Translation of Volume I continues. Tabernacle
Shadows and Volume II are also being translated a
chapter ahead of the lessons.
We ask a continued interest in your prayers for the
Japanese work, and the small part we have. It has
been a joy to see the understanding, love, and zeal of
several increase. We love you and also pray for you."
Your brethren in the One Hope,
Owen and Peg

OUR BRETHREN SPEAK
A consecrated reader in California writes:
"I make it a point to read the "Interesting Letters"
each issue. I never ceaseto be amazed at the sincere
appreciation some of the "world" have for THE
TRUTH. Sometimes it's new to them, sometimes it's
the way they've always believed! The depth of the responses evoked is highly significant. Such praise is
testimony to God's blessing of the Divine Plan TV and
Radio programs and the Journal.
My heart thrills at the power of THE TRUTH to
attract, like a magnet, those who appreciate it—
especially because it isn't "watered down for the
world!"
Following are testimonies given at the Pre-Memorial
Convention at Columbus, Ohio on April 8 and 9:

"Forward" Not "Backward"
Sister Lucille Beeler, New Albany Indiana Ecclesia

"It has been ten years since I first knelt down to pray,
to ask the Lord to give me the Truth. Since I have been
in this Ecclesia I am thankful to the Lord. I have trials
from the Adventists (Church) I was in, every once in
awhile. Only last week a lady caught on to my arm
and pulled me back, and said 'Hear, if you draw back
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the Lord won't have any pleasure in you.' They think I
am drawing back because I am not in the Adventists
anymore; but all the time instead of drawing back I
am trying to go forward and please the Lord. It is a
trial to me! They pull me back and say, 'You better be
careful' —it happened again this week. I try to tell
them about the things I have learned but they say,
'Where did you get that from? Oh, that's awful!' They
never heard anything like that. So I say, 'This is what I
learn in the new ecclesia since I came into the Truth.' I
am trying to please the Lord. I need your prayers, and
I love you all!"
A Stimulant to Zeal

Brother Glenn Pryor,
Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton
"I want to thank our Heavenly Father for all blessings.
One of the high points among many was the last talk
— I have a greater realization of the Sin-Offering and
share I might have in that. I ask for prayers that I
might be able to work it out — denying the flesh so the
New Creature can grow. So overwhelming to think we
can become part of the High Priest. Last week I was
reading the section in Volume VI of the bread being
broken and how we go together as the flour to make
one loaf, and the Lord gave me a lesson along that line
that very day. Brother Poe was in the hospital and I
decided that day to visit him. When I arrived he was
dressed and nowhere to go, because he was to be
discharged but the doctor hadn't come yet. When he
saw me, a big smile came over his face because he
realized he had a way home. It is a wonderful
privilege to be of help to the brethren.
"Another high point was seeing the production 'For
This Cause' so beautifully presented in Chicago. Fifty
carloads turned away. It's a wonderful thought that so
many received such an accurate and well-presented
witness of the Truth. It has been a stimulant to me,
and hope it will affect me more in my witnessing and
zeal for the Lord."

dig deeper too. I encouraged them to go through the
magazine with their Bible and prove it because I am
fully convinced it will stand the test of that proof.
They indicated they would, and I have hopes that they
will show up later at meetings. One couple did show
up at the meeting last Sunday, but these haven't so
far. The man was in a hurry to leave after the program
as he had to study for mid-terms. He couldn't afford
the time he took out to see 'For This Cause' yet he was
interested enough to stand around afterward getting
answers to questions. I am hoping —the Lord willing
— that more will come of that. . . . "
"Out of the Mouth of Babes"

Brother Ken Osterman,
Grand Rapids Michigan Ecclesia
"I want to tell of an experience that relates to my little
girl, Sara. A couple attends our class with their children quite regularly. They are still in the process of
breaking away from their church. One day the children came to church but the parents did not. After the
meeting we stopped at a restaurant for dinner and to
our surprise there were the children who had come to
the meeting, also their parents who hadn't. As there
wasn't room to stay together, my little girl went with
the parents and their girl, who acts as baby sitter at
the meeting. We didn't get to talk to the parents at all
and I felt disappointed that we got separated. But as it
turned out, at the Wednesday night meeting one of the
sisters told us Roger said, 'Sara asked us how come
you weren't at the meeting on Sunday?' He also said:
'I witnessed to a guy at work today, I never did that
before.' He had broached the subject of the Trinity,
which is getting pretty brave. So even though we
wanted to talk to them, the Lord has His own mysterious ways, and He'll find a way to motivate a person in the right direction. You can see our little means
are so futile unless overruled by the Lord. So we give
honor and glory to Him for this opportunity to see
how He works."
Trials as Nothing

Thrilled by Opportunity

Sister Margy Hagensick,
Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
"The brother speaking of 'For This Cause' reminded
me that after the evening service, the Lord gave me an
opportunity which I thoroughly enjoyed. This couple
had a question and were directed to the Book Table
(they had accepted a First Volume magazine). As they
stood talking to some of the public, I came up and
listened to their conversation, so they spoke to me. I
asked if they had a question. The answer I gave
pleased them, but they had another question. The
answer to that led to another. We must have been at it
for nearly an hour. I was thrilled because they had
questions I would not have thought of wondering
about. But that led to going through the Divine Plan
and into Tabernacle Shadows, and they seemed to
understand fairly well. The girl seemed pleased with
the answers — he was pleased but had reservations
and wanted to study into it more. That pleased me
more than her attitude because I felt maybe he will

Brother Cecil Edney, Hendersonville, N. C.
"I am very happy for privilege of being here. This is
my first time to attend a Columbus Convention, and I
am having a wonderful time. I enjoyed the two discourses this morning. Both very good and timely and I
took them to heart and hope they will help me in the
narrow way. We are having a conference at Hendersonville, N.C. on Future Events, August 4 6. Everyone
is cordially invited to come. I am not having any
specially troublesome trials at present. I try to make
it a point when I have a trial to consider it as trivial as
possible, going by the Apostle Paul's admonition to
consider it nothing in comparison to the glories we
have awaiting us on the other side if we are faithful to
our covenant to the end. Like all the brethren, I have
my share, and ask an interest in your prayers that I
may be faithful. I love all the brethren anywhere in
the country whether we agree on every point or
whether we don't as long as I am faithful to the fundamentals and trying to walk a Christian life and the
other brethren are doing the same, I love all of you."
-
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Truth Antagonizes

An Unusual Convention

Sister Esther Fussner, Lancaster Ohio Ecclesia

Sister Margaret Ferlejewski, Metro Detroit Ecclesia

"My neighbor lost her husband recently and I have
been spending some nights with her. One evening her
friend and two young sons joined us for dinner. The
boys were very excited over a movie they were going
to see, "Beyond and Back," about people who have
died and come back. I said it was not a good movie to
see, but the mother said she was going with them
because they were interested in what happens after a
person dies. I quoted texts such as, 'The living know
that they will die, but the dead know not anything'
and 'There is no device nor knowledge nor wisdom in
the grave whither thou goest.' But everything I said
just irritated her and she was cool toward me the rest
of the evening. Two weeks later we were having dinner
together again. The woman I was staying with is a
very religious Methodist but couldn't wait to hear
what happens to the dead. Later I told her, 'We can't
find out such things from movies; why not look to the
Bible, the source.' Before her husband died, she said
he could see something with his spiritual eyes and
wanted to tell her about it. I quoted Isa. 8:20, 'To the
Law and to the Testimony, if they speak not according
to this word it is because there is no light in them.'
I told her it bothered me that she read about astrology every night and wanted to read it to me (but I
always stopped her). There is a humorous note in this.
One morning at breakfast she had something to read
to me from the "Upper Room" booklet. It was a story
about a little girl's reaction upon seeing a horse—she
said: 'That must be a nice Christian horse.' Asked
why, she replied: 'Because it has such a long face.'
Evidently my face must have had a stern look when
she wanted to talk about astrology, etc.
I also witnessed to my neighbor's sister who lost her
husband earlier; I wanted to comfort her, but angered
her instead. She said: 'I don't know where you got
those crazy ideas but you better let me go over these
things with you. I was a Sunday school teacher and
those people (Truth people) aren't getting any more
chances. They're going to burn!'
I spent six weeks with my neighbor and witnessed
over and over again . . . but it failed to reach her."

"This convention has stood out to me in an unusual
way . . . I noticed in particular one of the first prayers
brought out the use of our health, home and six
senses. This struck me, and for each succeeding
prayer I have given a little more attention. I do find
my attention wanders in prayers and feel at the end I
have not comprehended all that is being said. But it
seemed additionally remarkable in the evening service last evening, special emphasis was put on prayer
. . . I recognize it is an area that needs improvement. I
would like to study the subject and have good intentions to do so. I recognize it is not good to get into vain
repetitions, but I find myself going over the same
expressions although I like to feel I am expressing
them sincerely. In the prayers today, the introductions
have been different from what I have been used to
hearing which makes them outstanding . . . I said to
Brother Peter, 'If I could have anything from this
convention I would like a copy of all the prayers.' I
don't think I have ever felt this way before, but I
would be greatly strengthened if I could learn more
from the prayers of the brethren and make them my
expressions and try to put them into action in my life.
As this has been a special blessing to me I want to
express it to you ... I ask an interest in prayer that my
prayer life may be enhanced from this convention."

Tries to be a Blessing

Brother Jeff Hausmann, Piqua Ohio Ecclesia
"Often when I read something and think, That's nice, I
don't really appreciate it until I have an experience to
go with it. Lately others have been having difficult
experiences at the same time I have had some. I
thought I would like to help them but would have to
get out of my own difficulty first. The Lord revealed to
me that the only way I can get out of my difficulties is
by being unselfish and helping others, because that is
what it is really all about. I was reminded of an article
by the Pastor that the only way we can be filled with
the spirit is to empty ourselves, and it made a deep
impression on me. Now when I have an experience of
any kind, the first thing I do is look for others I can
help and its been a real blessing to me—a real help to
put aside my own troubles and try to be a blessing to
others."

Testimonies given at the Detroit Convention at
Trenton, Michigan on May 6 and 7

Blessings Realized

Brother Mark Tabac Chicago Ecclesia
"I have been colporteuring with Brother David Waddell the last two months in Albany, Georgia and want
to praise our Heavenly Father for the many blessings
received there. We stayed with Brother Jimmy Dean
who sent his Christian love. There is no class there but
we had a testimony meeting every week — just the
three of us. Brother Dean has a strong desire to be
thankful and appreciate what the Lord has done for
him. I never noticed before how I took things for
granted, and ask an interest in prayer that I would
appreciate the many blessings and experiences the
Father has given me. I want to be faithful."

A Goodwill Ambassador

Brother Art Ledwinka,Columbus Indiana Ecclesia
"I want to praise our Heavenly Father for his blessings
to me and my household . . . I have a warm feeling
toward this ecclesia (Detroit) — you have been a great
help and encouragement to me. . . . Now I want to
share a blessing. I am a telephone repairman and get
one hour for lunch (I transferred from Gary area
where I had only one-half hour). That hour has proved
to be one of my richest hours of the day. In the past
year I have gone through the Volumes, and now am
going through the second time. That is the best diet I
can think of. On my job the Lord has provided other
blessings. I have opportunity to witness to people in
their homes, offices and even their churches. I always
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have my pocket full of tracts. I have worked in homes
where the people were angry with the phone company
because there had been other men there, two or three
in a week, and things didn't get fixed . . . usually when
I leave a home, the people, myself and the phone
company are friends. But that is only because of the
Truth. So I praise our Heavenly Father for many opportunities he has given me for making good use of
my lunch hour and for the opportunity to give someone a little Truth. It is our desire to spread this message."
Christian Love from Japan

Brother David Niemyski Northwest Indiana Ecclesia
"It is my privilege to bring the love of our brethren in
Japan, namely, our American brethren there: Brother
Owen and Sister Peg Kindig, Sister Mary Jane Burns,
Sister Ildreth Vigar. It was our privilege to visit with
them the past three weeks and a joy and blessing to
see how the Japanese friends are taking hold of the
simple truths and rejoicing in them. A delight to see
when an explanation is made and they comprehend it,
how it makes their eyes glow, and we are privileged in
having seen this and feel that the work in Japan is
blossoming. . . . Also on our return we visited with the
East Los Angeles brethren. We were in the home of
Brother and Sister Millin, and bring their love. We ask
a special interest in your prayers for Sister Millin who
must undergo a crucial operation. We marvel at her
spirit of joyfulness in permitting the will of the Lord
to be done in her. It was a joy to be with them."
A Trial at Work
Sister Kathy Larson, Chicago Ecclesia
"I would like to thank the Lord for the many blessings
He has given me, and now a whole new experience
that I am not sure I can handle, but if He gives it, I
guess He thinks I can. I am a secretary and for awhile
I was just going along — sitting around talking until I
thought, What am I doing? I am wasting my time. I
decided I wasn't going to do that anymore. So the
ladies at work decided they weren't going to like me
anymore, and are making things very difficult for me.
I pray that I can handle it."

of that into the Truth. And to know that she is of a
different race, came among strangers, and left all her
other friends. That has been such a help to me."
Brother Ed Bushlus, Chicago Ecclesia
" . . . we would like to echo the sentiments of others
that we appreciate the speakers, and the warm hospitality of brethren here. . . . I want to express appreciation of the closeness of brethren and the Truth, and
how different it is from the nominal system. An experience at work brought this contrast to my mind.
Another man and I were riding together and he
brought up something that had occurred in his church
recently. He said, 'Every Sunday we come, and our
priest has a sermon ready for us. We sit there and
listen then go home. But I don't like what he did this
week. He took a microphone and went up and down
the aisle to each member and asked the question:
Suppose I were Christ and I came to you and said, "I
am the Way and the Truth, and the Life." What would
this mean to you? I was sweating that one out. I didn't
know what it was.' I thought, what a great appreciation we have of following in our Master's footsteps.
Then he brought up another question they had discussed in his church! 'With things like this going on,
we wonder if we appreciate what the minister has to
say. Some people feel that if we like what is said we
should applaud, and if we don't like it, we should boo.'
What a lack of reverence—they have lost it! So we had
a few words with him about our arrangements—how
we appreciate the Truth. I hope he learned a few
lessons from it, but it impressed on my mind, the
privilege of consecration."
Two Lives Joined

Brother Mike Gowryluk, Winnipeg Ecclesia
"I thank the Heavenly Father who so arranged that
Sister Stella (Miskawitz) and I have joined our lives
together to try and serve the Lord, and continue on in
our course. We are looking forward to His leadership
and His arrangements for us. I am sure they will be
helpful — what He has for us . ."

THE DIVINE PLAN PROGRAM

God's Amazing Provision

Sister Joanne Goodwin, New Albany Indiana Ecclesia
"I wish to thank our Father for this wonderful Convention. Sometimes in the past I found the talks going
over my head. I was really thrilled in the last discourse because it was a meaty subject and I was able
to grasp a lot of it. . . . It is amazing how God has
provided for me in the last year temporally. Also being
on my own with a son scares me when I think about it,
but the Lord compensates in many ways by giving us
the strength to do the things we have to. God has
provided so much, like being able to own a home, and
the way I was able to get the loan. . . .
I want to bring the love of our class. We are having
a public meeting in Somerset, Kentucky so a lot of the
brethren are going there. Sister Beeler is an encouragement to me. She came from the Baptist Church to
the Seventh Day Adventist Church, and then came out
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Please phone (817)444-4856 or write to Fort Worth
Bible Students, P.O. Box 4085, Ft. Worth, Texas 76106,
when 'The Divine Plan Program' is not aired at the
time listed in 'The Divine Plan Journal'. Also please
inform if the station does not broadcast the mailing
address. When the program is not aired at the correct
time, credit can be taken.

Interesting Letters:

"I have been receiving the Journal and like it very
much. I am a retired . . . minister and read a lot in my
retirement. Enclosed is a check. I am on a limited
pension, but want to help a little." (CO)
"Will you please send information regarding any
groups in the Denver, Colorado area involved in your
scripture study, and any present radio and/or TV programs. "I received 'The Divine Plan of the Ages' in the
mail some three or four years ago and it was put away
and recently re-discovered. I am most anxious for
more information." (CO)
"I get your Divine Plan and I love it, and I am
sending you $10.00 to say I would like the books on
"What Say the Scriptures Concerning Hell". Ever

since I was a small boy I wondered about what
preachers were saying about everlasting torment and

I could not bring myself to believe it .. . We surely did
not get here of ourself, and it would be terrible to go to
a place of punishment forever and no end to it. God is
a true Judge, and I never did believe it although my
people do. And I want you to use the other $5.00 for
your good work. I tape your talks every Sunday, and I
listen to them 4 or 5 times a week. I listen over station
WRFD. . . . (OH)
"I thank you for the 'Journal' every month. I believe
the March issue was published just for me since most
of the articles in the by-lines I have personally experienced and/or thought about or received the knowledge. Enclosed is a check for ten dollars for continuance of your 'Journal'. (TX)
"The Sermon on "What say the Scriptures about

TV Broadcast Schedule
Calif.
Ky.
Pa,

San Francisco
Louisville
Philadelphia

Texas

Ft. Worth

Cable Ch. 6
Wed. 8:00 p.m.
Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Ch. 41 WDRB
Telesystems Cable TV
Tues and Thurs. 8 and 10 p.m.
Ch. 11 KTVT
Sun. 9:00 a.m.

Investigate Programming in Your Area
There may be time available on your local television station
for the "Divine Plan TV Program" either on a public service
or paid basis at a reasonable cost. The Fort Worth Bible
Students will be glad to send 3/4" cassette tapes or 2" highband tapes directly to the station. There are thirty-nine (39)
subjects available in color. Each program is thirty (30)
minutes.

Spirtism" was great. One night before, I was asking a

Bible scholar about it. His answer was nowhere complete as yours. You gave me the answer I was searching for. Thank you." (PA)
"I tuned into Channel 11 Sunday morning at 9:00
aim. and heard the interesting sermon sent forth; I
would like the pamphlet offered 'The Lord's Return'.
Would you be so kind as to forward at once. At this
time I am deep in the Studies in the Scriptures'. The
battle of armageddon as set forth in the book gives
one something to think about. I had never thought of
armageddon as being brought on by labor and business, however I have known for many years that Labor
Unions as we know them would eventually cause the
downfall of this country as well as the rest of the
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world, but actually I had always thought that armageddon would be an actual battle fought by the
armies of the world at the place we know as
Jerusalem. Well as I always say, the man with an open
heart and mind is the one that learns." (TX)
"Oh! how happy I am about the wonderful work you
are doing with 'The Divine Plan Journal'. I look forward so much to each issue . . . there are always new
and different spiritual questions developing in my
mind that the 'Journal' answers. For instance, just the
other day I began to question why I fear death so
much; and why I have so much fear of being called by
God through his son, to preach the word. Your December '77 issue answered both questions perfectly in
the discussion on 'Fear a form of Selfishness'. After
reading the discussion I concluded that God didn't
want me to preach his word in a church. I feel now
that I was experiencing fear (instead of a calling)
caused by my selfishness in not wanting to totally
give myself to God. Secondly I now perceive the fear of
death as another selfish attitude related to not totally
submitting myself to God's will and control. Thank
you for such a helpful discussion and thank God for
guiding you to include it. I also had other thoughts
and questions verified as I read the section on 'Transforming influence of the Holy Spirit' . . . I want you to
know that the 'Divine Plan Journal' has been as important to me in the transformation into my new life
as my prayers, God's answers and other spiritual help
God has provided me with. If I were rich I would send
you a very generous donation. Ironic, as it is, I'm not
even employed at this time. However, I would like you
to have the $10.00 I've enclosed for your use and also
$4.95 for a copy of Studies in the Scriptures. Whenever
I find a job and am financially more able, I promise
you and the Lord I will remember your wonderful
work. God bless you richly! (MO)
"I have been planning on for some time to write and
tell you how much I enjoy your 'Journal' every month.
As I read it, to me it is a visit with my loving Father
from childhood. There are things in this Journal I
believe with all my heart. I will take them to the grave
with me. I will never believe in the trinity. No one has
ever been able to explain it to me to make sense either.
I believe with all my heart that the Gentile times
came to the end in 1914. I also believe in the little flock
class and the great company class and a lot more that
your Journal says. I want to thank you for the Journal.
I could hardly live without it." (IL)
"Greetings and may God's blessing be on your work.
I have so enjoyed your booklet (which is dogeared and
without a cover) entitled 'Where are the Dead?'
Thanks to Jehovah's holy spirit and his guidance I
knew where the dead were without any doubt but the
booklet shed much more light on the subject. I also
enjoy the 'Divine Plan Journal' each month. I read
every word each time I receive it. Please continue to
send it. I would like to receive the following list of
booklets in a group of two each so that I can give one
to a friend ... I have received The Divine Plan of the
Ages and Studies in the Scriptures so if there are any
other booklets available, please send me a list. Since

most of your teachings are truly Biblical, so much
more so than the Big Organized Religious Bodies, I
will try to help financially as much as I can in your
work as long as you base your teachings on the whole
context of the Holy Scripture (Hebrew and Greek) . . ."
(TX)
"Enclosed you will find $5.00. Will you please send
me one of your books 'Exceeding Great and Precious
Promises'. We enjoyed your books so much that we
have — especially The Divine Plan of the Ages and
'What Say the Scriptures Concerning Hell?' We have
given out a lot of them. Some people seem to like
them; most can't take it yet but things take time. May
the good Lord keep you in his care." (TN)
"I thought I would write you a few lines and let you
know I do appreciate the 'Journal'. It is great and I
sure do enjoy every word of it. My church teaches us
that only a remnant of the Jews will be saved and I
don't agree with that. According to Ezekiel 39 all that
have died down through the ages will be saved according to this scripture. Please write and give me your
sincere answer. The reason I go along with you on
your beliefs on Hell is that God only has immortality
and of course the resurrected in Christ etc. Sure would
appreciate a quick answer from you." (TX)
"I have enjoyed 'The Divine Plan Journal' so much
this past year. I have a far greater understanding of
God's plan for us since reading your books . . . Your
programs over Channel 11 are a source of great joy. I
do not get to attend church, but after listening to your

great program I feel as if I have been to church. I know
my day is filled and the following days so much easier
to get through. May God bless your work and give you
the strength to continue bringing your message of
Christ to all. I would like you to send your material to
my son. I have been telling him of your programs; but
my telling him isn't like reading and listening for
himself. Thank you for bringing me closer to God."
(TX)
"Praise the Lord. It gives me great pleasure to write
these few lines conerning your ministry. I was traveling through Georgia in November 1977 and heard it
over the car radio and would like to know more about
it. I'm presently assigned in the military at Iceland.
Could you please send your free literature to the below
address."
"Many many thanks for your wonderful work.
Whoever did start this wonderful work? If I was rich I
would spare no financial efforts. I am 58 and there's
been no spiritual food to equal it from what I have
seen . . . God bless and direct you." (England)
"For the first time — I have just heard your radio
broadcast on station XEG this Monday evening at
10:30 p.m. It all sounded so very different from all the
others — what do you believe and teach? I am fed up
with the others — please let me know what you believe in the light of God's word!" (TX)
"I am sorry I haven't sent a contribution for a while.
I really enjoy reading 'The Divine Plan Journal' and
wouldn't want to have it discontinued. I am enclosing
$10.00. I will send more as soon as I am able to do so.
(TX)
"
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ASSISTING THE BRETHREN
Telephone Bible Study
It is now possible for an isolated brother or sister to
join a Bible study group by telephone.
If the class study is in another state, the phone rate
is usually lower. For best results it should be a small
group of twelve or less, and held in a room with a
phone. A phone amplifier at the class end is needed,
and costs from $25 to $45 depending on the equipment brand.
The isolated one can use his or her phone as is, but
reception is better with an amplifier also, and it
would not be necessary to hold the receiver, thus freeing both hands.
This method is being used by some brethren and
has proved satisfactory. The phone rate for the weekend beginning Saturday a.m. to Sunday 5 p.m., is
about $9.00 an hour to a neighboring state. Sunday
after 5 p.m. and weekday evenings — the rate is about
$14.50 per hour. Your telephone office can enlarge on
this information for anyone interested in pursuing
such an arrangement.
Reprints Wanted
The Book Republishing Committee of the Chicago
Ecclesia reports that all sets of Reprints have been
placed — no more available. Brethren having extra
sets they would be willing to sell to those who have
none, are requested to contact the Committee: 11000
Mansfield Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60415.

Cross and Crown Rubber Stamp
Sister Ruth New of the San Antonio, Texas Ecclesia is
trying to locate a Cross and Crown rubber stamp. It is
reported that such a stamp was seen at the Denver
Convention last year.
Brother Marion Schrock, 7051/2 Riley Court,
Coshocton, Ohio 43812, has a Cross and Crown cut
(one inch square) from which a rubber stamp could be
made. However, if anyone knows where a rubber
stamp can be obtained, please inform Mrs. Ruth New,
122 Yale Avenue, San Antonio, Texas 78201.
Original Truth Literature Wanted
A reader is interested in finding original copies of:
1. "Millennial Dawns" (black binding with silver
imprint)

2. Studies in the scriptures
3. "Photodrama of Creation" (old style)
4. Old "Towers", "Theology Quarterlies," "Bible
Students Monthlies"
5. Reprints (originals)
If anyone has any of this literature to give, Lend or sell,
please communicate with: Jim Fallon, 1362 E. Main,
El Cajon, Calif. 92021.

Secretaries
Personnel and Address Changes
Houston Bible Students Prince Albert Ecclelsia
Mrs. Bill Nichols,
Mrs. Connie Melnyk
9009 Lugary Drive
Box 152
Domremy, Sask.
Houston, Texas 77036
SOK 1G0
Duncan Bible Students
Mr. Roger Foucher
405-620 Dobson St.
Duncan, B.C.
V9L 4R8
—

CONVENTIONS
June 3,4 Jackson, Mich. Community College, McDevitt
Hall, 2111 Emmons Road. Speakers: Brothers B.
Hislop, E. Jezuit, S. Sowers. Secretary: Mrs. Ray
Lumley, 2531 Ashton Road, 49203. Phone: (517)
782-7252.
June 11 Waterbury, Conn. For information: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, 227 Willow St. Phone: (203) 7539437.
June 17,18 Greensboro, N.C. Golden Eagle Motor
Lodge, E. Market St. Speakers: Brothers E.
Borowiec, L. Cook, R. Hugelman, L. Jacobs, E.
Lorenz. Secretary: Mrs. Dean Keaton, 2108 Glenside Dr., 27405. Phone: (919) 621-1603.
July 1,2 New Brunswick, N.J. Douglass College,
Hickman Hall, George Street at Rt 18. Speakers: R.
Alexander, W. Geisinger, R. Luke, D. Rice, D.
Slivinsky, S. Sowers, G. Tabac, A. Tsimonis. Secretary: Mrs. Robert Gray, 81 Braeton Way, Freehold,
N.J. 07728. Phone: (201) 431-5221.
July 14-16 Winnipeg, Manitoba. Norwood Masonic
Lodge, 119 Hanbury St., Speakers: Brothers L.
Cook, L. Davis, C. Hagensick, L. Jacobs, A. Jezuit,
H. Kwolek, E. Lorenz, A. MacAlister, P. Mali, W.
McNee, A. Newell, G. Wilmott. Secretary: Barry
Kuly, 167 Catherine Bay, Selkirk, Manitoba R1A
2G4. A baptismal service, Saturday evening.
July 26-30 Evansville, Ind. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias 4th
Regional, University of Evansville. Phone: (812)
479-2051 Speakers: Brothers R. Alexander, P. Balko,
E. Borowiec, E Boychuk, E. Buckley, G. Eldridge,
R. Gaunt, W. Geisinger, M. Gowryluk, H. Hamlin,
L. Jacobs, D. Kaziak, P. Kolliman, E. Lorenz, A.
MacAlister, J. Marten, T. Marten, A. Newell, K.
Rawson, D. Rice, D. Slivinsky, G. Tabac, G. Wilmott, W. Wojcik, H. Young. Public witness Friday:
"For This Cause"; Baptismal service, Saturday
evening. Secretary: Alvin Raffel, 6720 Mad River
Road, Dayton, Ohio 45459. Phone: (513) 433-3071.
August 4 Hendersonville, N.C. Berean Bible Students.
Conference on future events. Reservations must be
in by July 10. Other information from Cecil Edney,
P.O. Box 1134, 28739. Phone: (704) 692-4793.
August 13 Vancouver, Wash. Portland Area Bible Students, PUD Building, Millplane Avenue. Speakers:
Brothers J. Blackwell, D. Cane11, J. Andrus. Brother
Jerry Leslie's phone: (503) 246-6094.
(Continued on page 15, following
Berlin Congress insert)

THE BERLIN CONGRESS —
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

That day represented the triumph, not of England, not of
an English policy, not of an Englishman. It was the
triumph of Judea, a Jewish policy, a Jew. . . .

T.P. O'Connor
Indeed, the Berlin Congress of 1878 was the triumph of
Judea.
Between June 13 and July 13,1878, the world's great
European powers gathered to "settle problems concerning the Balkans and Near East arising after the
war between Russia and Turkey in 1877.. . . Among its
most influential members was the head of the British
delegation, Benjamin Disraeli (Lord Beaconsfield)."
[Ency. Jud. 4:655] Jewish leaders praised the results of
the Congress. As the Jewish historian, Lucien Wolf,
has said:
When the Congress of Berlin met in 1878 . . . the
situation of the Jews ... took its place in the
front rank of the preoccupations of the Powers.
Several long protocols are entirely devoted to it.
The result was that the Treaty of Berlin dealt
comprehensively with the whole question of
religious liberty, and stipulated separately for
such liberty in all the states of the Levant
[including Palestine]. The Treaty is thus as the
Jewish Conjoint Committee described it, in their
important Memorandum of November 1908,
"above all a great charter of Emancipation,
especially of civil and religious equality." This
principle is embodied in no fewer than five of its
articles, relating to every political division of the
vast region with which it deals. .. . [Wolf p24]
Thus the Treaty declared equal rights for the Jews in
Palestine.
The Congress resolved that it would not recognize
the independence of Montenegro, Serbia, and
Rumania, formerly under Turkish rule, unless those
nations introduced equal rights for Jews and all religious minorities. Next, Turkey pledged herself to religious liberty and equality for all citizens throughout
her Empire, after Lord Salisbury, Disraeli's associate,
proposed that such liberty be guaranteed. The Congress discussed this in Protocol 7 on 26 June 1878.
[Wolf pp 26-27] Article LXII of the Berlin Treaty,
ratified after the discussion of Protocol 7, declares this
principle of equality that so greatly affected the Jews:
The Sublime Porte [the Ottoman Empire] having
expressed the willingness of maintaining the
principle of religious liberty and of giving it the
largest scope, the Contracting Parties take action
on this spontaneous declaration.

In no part of the Ottoman Empire can religious differences be imposed on anyone as a reason for exclusion or of incapacity in that which
concerns the usage of civil and political rights,
admission to public employment, functions and
honors, or the exercise of different professions
and industries.
All will be admitted as witnesses before the
tribunal without distinction of religion.
Liberty and the outward practice of all forms
of worship are assured to all, and no obstacles
may be brought to bear against either the
hierarchical organization of different faiths, or
to their rapports with their spiritual leaders.
[Wolf pp33-34]
Certainly this great proclamation alone would have
been significant, but the Congress had yet another
aspect of the "Jewish Question" brought to its attention:
The question of the future of Palestine was also
touched upon by the congress indirectly. In June
1878 a group of Jews submitted a memorandum
to the congress (addressed to Bismarck and
Beaconsfield) requesting that the Jews in Palestine should be given their independence (in the
same manner as had been restored to the Balkan
peoples) and permitted to establish a constitutional Jewish monarchy in that country. This
memorandum was listed in the protocol of documents submitted to the congress but was not
discussed on the floor. [It was probably discussed in secret.] Before the congress assembled,
there were discussions in the English press concerning the political resurgence of the Jews in
Palestine. [Ency. Jud. 4:656-657]
Some representatives at the Congress, such as those
from Russia, Rumania, and Serbia, revealed their
true feelings about Jewish restoration:
The Serbian Minister did not know how to conceal his hostility to the Israelites. ... He hoped
for them the reestablishment of their kingdom in
Palestine, which, "the Roumanians say, we also
wish them, so as to get rid of them." [Kohler &
Wolf p52]
Thus the harbinger of an organized movement for
Israel's restoration made its appearance during the
Berlin Congress.
Benjamin Disraeli, "the lion of the Congress,"
played a major part in the political events that
brought greater favor to the Jewish people. His his-
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toric role began as the first and only Jewish Prime
Minister of Great Britain when he acceded to that
post in 1874, reached its pinnacle in 1878, and ended
with his death in 1881. [R. Blake, pp48,54,60] Salo
Baron's description of Disraeli emphasizes his hopes
for the Jews:
What he considered attainable appeared to
many contemporaries wholly utopian. For
example, long before Theodor Herzl, he regarded
as a definite possibility the restoration of the
Jews to Palestine through both political action
and practical upbuilding. . . . Such an opportunity seemed to emerge during the crisis in the
Eastern Question of 1877-78. [Brandes p xi]
On June 4, nine days before the Berlin Congress
began, Disraeli made a secret treaty with Turkey to
help assure Great Britain's interests at the Berlin
Congress — and in Palestine. This was called the Cyprus Convention Treaty, by which Britain acquired the
Island of Cyprus, 150 miles off the coast of Palestine.
Barbara Tuchman writes:
By this treaty Britain committed herself to a
military guarantee of Turkish possessions in
Asia. Thus the historic area from the Nile to the
Euphrates ... was embraced as a British sphere
of influence. Palestine was to remain under Turkish rule for another forty years. ... By the time
European rivalries finally boiled over in 1914,
Britain from her base in Egypt commanded the
classic approach to Palestine, the route that
Moses took into possession of the Promised
Land.. . . Disraeli's acquisition of the Suez Canal
and Cyprus, 1874-78, made the physical conquest
of Palestine inevitable. This was the point of no
return. And so General Allenby entered
Jerusalem in 1918, succeeding where Richard the
Lion-Hearted had failed. But for that victory the
restoration of Israel might not yet be an accomplished fact. [Tuchman pp161,172,xiv]

When the Congress was over, Disraeli made a
triumphal return to London amidst the cheers of multitudes in the streets. The Jewish leader Sir Moses
Montefiore welcomed him warmly. Queen Victoria
offered him a dukedom; he declined, but accepted the
Royal Garter instead. Disraeli's opponents in Parliament, however, such as T.P. O'Connor, ridiculed his
success, saying:
That day represented the triumph, not of England, not of an English policy, not of an Englishman. It was the triumph of Judea, a Jewish
policy, a Jew. The Hebrew, who drove through
those crowds to Downing Street, was dragging
the whole of Christendom behind the Juggernaut
car ... of which he was the charioteer. [O'Connor
p672]
A hundred years have passed since that momentous
day. No longer do we await the establishment of a
Jewish homeland. Instead, we look backward to see
the small beginning that bore the fruit of Israel.
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(Continued from page 12)

Sept. 2-4 Beloit, Wisconsin. Labor Day Annual, Holiday Inn, South Beloit, Ill. 75 exit from 1-90. Speakers: Brothers L. Cook, B. Hack, L. Jacobs, E. Lorenz,
A. MacAlister, J. Marten, W. Wojcik. An immersion
will be arranged if requests are received by August
15. Secretary: Mrs. R.J. Payton, 700 Chrysler Dr.,
Lot 333, Belvidere, Ill. 61008. Phone: (815) 5475274.
Sept. 2-4 Jackson, Michigan. Labor Day Annual.
Community College, Fieldhouse, 2111 Emmons
Road. Speakers: Brothers D. Destro, D. Doran, G.
Eldridge, L. Griehs, C. Hagensick, J. Leslie, J. Parkinson, A Baptismal service is planned. Secretary:
Mrs. Ray Lumley (See June listing).
Sept. 30 Oct. 1 Pleasant Hill, Calif. Antioch Bible Students 21st Annual. Pleasant Hill Recreation Center,
320 Civic Drive. Secretary: Mrs. Robert Knockaert,
146 Maureen Circle, W. Pittsburg, Calif. 94565.
October 1 Piqua, Ohio YWCA, 418 N. Wayne Street.
Speakers: Brothers H. Kwolek, A. Sheppelbaum.
Secretary: Mrs. I.J. Peddemors, 222 Walker Street,
45356. Phone: (513) 773-7976.
October 6-8 Denver, Colorado Ninth Annual, Colorado
Bible Students. A Holiday Inn (to be announced).
Secretary: Mrs. Dale Crosby, 1996 Hoyt Street,
Lakewood, Colo. 80215.
October 7,8 Detroit, Michigan. Northwest Detroit
Convention-Seminar. Information from Secretary:
Mrs. Douglas Melville, 3610 White Lake Hills Drive,
Highland, Mich. 48031. Phone: (313) 887-6640.
October 7,8 St. Louis, Missouri Bible Students
Ecclesia. Holiday Inn, Northwest, N. Hanley Road
at 1-270. Speakers: Brothers S. Gorgas, R. Hugelman, L. Jacobs, E. Lorenz. An immersion service
will be planned if candidates notify Secretary in
advance. Secretary: Mrs. Jackie Beard, 2343 E. 24th
St., Granite City, Ill. 62040. Phone: (618) 877-5594.
October 15 Cleveland, Ohio. Masonic Temple, 3615
Euclid Ave. Secretary: Mrs. I.J. Doran, 3442 Monticello Blvd. 44121. Phone: (216) 381-4690.
October 15 Muncie, Ind. YWCA, 310 E. Charles Street.
Phone: (317) 284-3345. Speakers: Brothers A.
Newell, R. Peddemors, A. Raffel. Secretary: Mrs.
Harold Stansberry, RR 1, Box 276, Yorktown, Ind.
47396. Phone: (317) 759-5668.
October 22 Phoenixville, Pa. Ursinus College, Rt. 422,
Collegeville, Pa. Speakers: Brothers E. Burns, R.
Gaunt, L. Kwiat, E. Weeks. Secretary: Mrs. Stuart
Sowers, 1124 Thorndale Road, West Chester, Pa.
19380.
August 12-19 East Coast Bible Students Youth Camp 9
to 15 years. Robert Gray, Chairman. For information: Mrs. Daniel Larson, 57 Wayside Drive,
Cliffwood Beach, N.J. 07735.
August 26-31 Youth Seminar, Grand Rapids, Mich. Indian Trails Camp in Aman Park (west of Grand
Rapids). Transportation to Jackson (Sept 2-4) furnished if desired. For information and registration
forms write: K. Osterman, HYS, 415 West Oak,
Fremont, Mich. 49412.

ISRAEL
REFLECTIONS ON AN ANNIVERSARY

By Aharon Yariv, former Chief of Military Intelligence,
now heads the Institute for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv
University.
People of Purpose
Thirty years ago, invading Egyptian armor columns
smashed a kibbutz in the Negev. The only surviving
sign, which hung from the top of the ruined water
tower, stated: NOT THE TANK WILL WIN — BUT
THE HUMAN BEING.
Israel still faces the same problems she faced on the
eve of independence: the need to establish an advanced society, where the individual will find happiness and satisfaction, a Jewish society where human
beings will not suffer from dehumanization ... a
community where people will not only be bearers of
the Star of David flag, but will be the purpose of the
state's very existence — all this accompanied by a
constant effort to ensure our survival. . . .
Despite Nazi genocide, the struggle to survive in the
Middle East and the absorption of millions of refugees, Israel's balance sheet after only 30 years is
very positive ... not the one we expected or wanted. If
Israel's first President, Professor Chaim Weizmann,
were alive today, he would be disturbed and disappointed, even though our achievement is of great historic meaning.
A sometimes too rapid development without proper
planning created a gap between what was vital and
necessary for the national existence and what people
wanted to improve their standard of living. It is no sin
for a human being to long for better living conditions,
but Israeli society, as a whole, grabbed at materialistic symbols while establishing a moral justification:
"We who are ready to sacrifice our lives for the state
should enjoy life." The state was cornered into granting its citizens all the privileges that this century can
offer; it caused us considerable damage. Mainly, we
lost the old spirit of pioneering, and we did not succeed in replacing it with a new spirit of pioneering
suitable to circumstances of present-day society.
In 1948-49 it almost looked as if the basic goals of
Zionism had been carried out when the state was
born. Reality taught us all that the struggle for survival as Jews, as well as Israelis, did not come to an end
in '48. To face external dangers, we established, out of
pure necessity, an industrial-military complex, and
we had to rely on foreign aid. From an intimate, small
society we tried to establish an advanced, sophisticated, technologically minded community. The political internal structure left the main role of governing
the state in the hands of small, powerful, politicaleconomic groups.
After 30 years we are 3 million Jews. We have advanced industry and agriculture and a highly developed labor force. This brought even our neighbor,
President Sadat, to the conclusion that there will not
be a military solution to the Middle East problem but
only a political one.
TIME, May 15, 1978
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SECOND DISPENSATION

THIRD DISPENSATION

MESSIANIC
AGE

FIRST
DISPENSATION

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing .of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall .be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

