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The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the 
Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton, Ohio. It is pub-
lished as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who 
believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scrip-
tures as revealed by our returned Lord through His 
faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell; and promulgated through the Six Volumes of 
Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows, and other of 
the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, 
other than doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible 
Students who believe as aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to 
submit authentic information for publication. News 
items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accu-
racy. 

Deadline to submit material for the March issue of 
the Newsletter is February first. 

Greetings in the Lord 

The Newsletter sponsors greet the brethren at the 
close of another year in which the Lord's providences 
have been even more abundant than in years previ-
ously blessed. We continue our efforts to carry out the 
original intent for the Newsletter, determined in 1970 
through a survey of brethren desiring such a service. 

While adherence to principle prohibits full compli-
ance with all requests in the exercise of this office, we 
wish to emphasize that the welfare of all the consec-
rated everywhere is still the chief burden of our 
prayers. Their deaths and their afflictions are pub-
lished for the benefit of the household of faith, that 
we all might be comforters of the brethren. 

May the Lord overrule our mistakes, and continue 
His favor upon all in the coming year, is our prayer. 

Services to Assist the Brethren 

Last December we expressed our intention to reprint 
for the benefit of new readers, literature sources and 
other services available to the brethren for their edifi-
cation and aid in disseminating the glorious Gospel 
of the Kingdom. 

A Literature Supplement was published and mailed 
with the June issue to all readers. Additional copies 
are on hand for any requesting them. 

With this issue we enclose a resume of Services ex-
clusive of literature. We suggest that this be retained 
with the Literature supplement for easy reference. 

ENTERED INTO REST 

• Brother Leon Norby, an elder in the Paterson New 
Jersey Ecclesia, died October 30 at the age of 74, after 
sixty-two years in the Narrow Way. He learned the 
Truth as a boy in Montana from his aunt and uncle, 
and in 1914 at the age of twelve, he and his parents, 
consecrated themselves to the Lord. 

In 1918 Brother Leon moved with his family to Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, the same year they left the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, but continued 
their studies of the Volumes as a family. When a 
group there left the Society in 1928, the Norbys joined 
with them in forming the Minneapolis Ecclesia. In 
1947 Brother Leon moved his family to New Jersey. 

Brother Norby was a gifted teacher — able to clarify 
through illustration and anecdote — and a defender 
of Present Truth. In the thirties, when the Lord's Pre-
sence was being challenged, he noted that the Lord 
had instituted topical Bible study on the way to Em-
maus, and its revival in the Scripture Studies constitutes 
a proof of his Second Presence. 

Brother Leon's wife, Sister Mary, and his daughter 
Sister Ruth Maillard, survive him. His funeral service 
was conducted by Brother Gene Burns. 
• Sister Marie Copeland, a third generation Bible 
Student, was a member of the Chicago Bible Students 
Ecclesia for many years before moving to Florida and 
later to New Jersey where she died October 11 — just 
eight days after her 83rd birthday. Sister Marie's 
mother, Marine Peterson — the only Christian in a 
family of Socialists — left the nominal church before 
learning of the Truth, to study with a group of free 
Bible Students. Eventually, her brother Martin read 
the Divine Plan, accepted the Truth and was followed 
by his mother, all his brothers and sisters, except 
Marine. She held out for three years. then she too, 
and her daughter, Marie also embraced the Truth. 

Sister Marie was the widow of Brother Jens Cope-
land, an elder in the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia 
for many years. Of several surviving cousins her 
closest is Brother Irving Foss of Glendale, California. 

(More of this interesting family history is given 
under Echoes from the Past in this issue). 
• Sister Naomi G. Glass, a member of the Chicago 
Bible Students, was born October 25, 1893 and died 
October 19, 1976 of a massive stroke. The daughter of 
Sister Ida Curtis, Sister Naomi consecrated her life to 
the Lord about 1908. She married Brother Roami Har-
rison, a colporteur and they with the Daniel 
Morehouses continued to work together until the 
Morehouses left that service to work at the Photo- 
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Drama. The Harrisons continued to work as colpor-
teurs, going to the Dakotas. Other co-workers were 
Sister Marie Copeland, Brother Mark and Sister Polly 
Woodley, and members of the Hollister family. 

Later, in the Watchtower controversy, Brother Har-
rison continued to believe that it was the only channel 
of Truth, but Sister Naomi did not. After his death, 
she married Brother George Glass in 1949 whose chil-
dren were all ardent Jehovah's Witnesses. Since his 
death in 1959, Sister Glass had made her home with 
her daughter, Mrs. Florence Mercer of Glen Ellyn, Il-
linois, At her funeral, 98 year-old John T. Read sang, 
and the service was conducted by Brother Albert 
Sheppelbaum. 
• Sister Myrtle George of the Pittsburgh Ecclesia died 
September 24th. She was the widow of Brother Earl 
George. Her funeral service was conducted by Brother 
Carl Boughton. 
• Sister Margaret Johnson of Indianapolis, Indiana 
died October 16 at the age of eighty years, following a 
long illness and confinement in a nursing home. 
• Sister Victoria Kuchta, a member of the Polish 
Ecclesia of Detroit, died September 16, just eleven 
days short of her eightieth birthday. Sister Kuchta 
was consecrated for many years and she is remem-
bered as a sister faithful to duty. 
• Sister Rose Marzewski, a member of the Polish 
Ecclesia of Detroit, was born in 1892 and died October 
11 — the result of injuries received when she was 
struck by a car while crossing a street. Sister Mar-
zewski accepted the Truth in 1916 and was faithful in 
her attendance at the meetings for sixty years. She 
was the mother of Leonard; grandmother of Brothers 
Dale and Donald, and Sister Nancy, all of the As-
sociated Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit. 
Brother Henry Kwolek officiated at the funeral. 
• Brother Nicholas Molenaar, Los Angeles Ecclesia, 
died October 16 at 89 years of age. He is survived by 
his wife, Sister Cecilia; a stepson and grandson, 
Brother Ray and Timothy Krupa. 
• Sister Louise (Lula) Muehlberg, formerly of the 
Cleveland Ohio Ecclesia, died October 16 in Lake 
Jackson, Texas at the age of ninety years. In failing 
health since 1973 she has lived with her two sons in 
Indiana and Texas. 
• Sister Letitia Ostrander of Tonawanda, New York 
died November 3 in her 94th year. The widow of 
Brother Gustin who died in July 1975, Sister Ostran-
der was the instrument used to bring the Scripture 
Studies to her husband's attention about 1906. In April 
1976 she lost her son, Brother Howard of California. 
Sister Ostrander is survived by her daughter, Doris 
McKie (22 Elmwood Park W., Tonowanda, New York 
14150) with whom she lived. A grandson, Brother 
William of Vancouver, Washington also survives. The 
funeral was conducted by Brother Carl Shanessy. 
• Sister Grace Snively of Tacoma, Washington as-
sociated with the brethren of Seattle, died September 
14, at the age of 94. She had suffered for many years 
from poor health but her mind was quick and alert. 
Consecrated for over 50 years, she remained firm in 
the Truth. She loved the Lord and rejoiced in His 
providences in her life. Brother L. E. Kirkham deliv-
ered the funeral message. 

• Sister Grace C. Suttle of Coshocton, Ohio died Oc-
tober 10, at 97 years and 9 months to the very day. On 
September 5, she had fallen backward in her room 
injuring her spine. Sister Jessie Wrather, whose home 
she shared for the past 12 years, nursed her through 
her last illness. 

Sister Suttle and her sister Margaret, had heard 
Brother Russell speak a number of times, and both 
accepted the Truth as young women. It was the two 
salvations that had special appeal for Sister Grace. 
She taught school in Paterson, New Jersey for thirty-
five years, and came to Coshocton with her sister in 
1944. It is reported that she was a sacrificing sister—
living a plain, healthful life. Congenial, good-hearted, 
and a pleasant person, Sister Grace was the last of a 
long-lived family, all living into their nineties, and 
some near 100. 
• Brother Albert Stec, an elder for forty years in the 
Polish Ecclesia at Chicago, died at home on 
Thanksgiving, November 25, where he had lived with 
his daughter, Sister Marie Jezuit, for thirty years. In 
his nintieth year, Brother Stec was incapacitated by 
illness for the past five years. He embraced the Truth 
in 1914 and brought up his family under its influence. 
Consecrated members of his family surviving are: his 
wife, Sister Katherine, an invalid of twenty years; two 
daughters, Sister Angeline Majha; Sister Marie Jezuit 
(4327 Christiana Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60632); a grand-
daughter, Sister Barbara Jezuit; a grandson, Brother 
Tim Jezuit. 

Brother Edmund Jezuit conducted his father-in-
law's funeral service which was attended by more 
than a hundred persons, and he was privileged to 
witness to Brother Stec's large Catholic clan, as well as 
many neighbors and friends. 
• Sister Jane Sturm of the Warren Michigan Ecclesia, 
in her nineties, suffered two strokes and died October 
1. Brother Henry Kwolek conducted her funeral ser- 
vice. 

 

NEW BRETHREN IN CHRIST 

Immersed at Beloit, Wisconsin September 5: 
Sister Florence Rodgers, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Immersed at Pleasant Hill, California in September. 
Brother Bob Bennett, San Diego Ecclesia; 
Sister Beth Knockaert, Antioch Ecclesia, 
Daughter of Brother Robert and Sister Rose; 

Sister Wendy Williams, 
Daughter of Brother Fred Williams, San Mateo, 

California. 
Immersed at Waco, Texas October 16: 

Sister Barbara Hughes (3rd generation), 
Daughter of Sister Loyce Watson, Lamesa, Texas; 

Sister Allyson Wolfenberger, Fort Worth Ecclesia, 
Daughter of Brother Bob and Sister Martha, 5th 

generation, father's side; 4th on mother's. 
Immersed at Salem, Oregon November 7: 

Sister Junko Kamada of Japan, while on an ex-
tended visit to the United States and Canada. 
She learned the Truth through Brother Homer 
and Sister Grace Hamlin. 
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AFFLICTED AND ISOLATED BRETHREN 

• Sisters Ramona Beard, Kathie Larson, and Cher-El 
Hagensick (11000 South Mansfield, Chicago Ridge, Ill. 
60415) all sustained minor injuries on the way home 
from the Convention at Columbus, Ohio on 
November 7th. Their car skidded out of control on an 
icy overpass tearing up a section of guardrail, near 
Van Wert, Ohio. Sister Ramona suffered a broken 
cheekbone which has been corrected by surgery. Sis-
ter Kathie sustained a slight concussion and whiplash, 
and feels she avoided serious injury by sharing the 
back seat with the Pyramid model they were trans-
porting. It left her just space enough to sit. Cher-El 
lost one front tooth and chipped another badly in the 
accident. 

Sister Ramona related that she slid under the 
dashboard before impact to avoid going through the 
windshield. She was surprised by the encounter and 
expected to be seriously injured but not killed. In tear-
ing up the guardrail they all felt it was the Lord's 
providence that kept the car from going off the over-
pass. All the girls are thankful they were spared more 
serious injury and more keenly aware of all the Lord's 
providences in their lives. 
• Sister Leontine Buckley (317 Pearl St., Charlotte, 
Mich. 48813), ill with jaundice and other complica-
tions underwent exploratory surgery October 13. At 
home now, but very weak from a severe weight loss, 
she is endeavoring to regain strength. 
• Brother Alex Burtka (5838 Elmer, Detroit, Mich. 
48210). for many years an elder in the Polish Ecclesia 
of Detroit, underwent abdominal surgery October 18. 
At last word, he had been hospitalized seven weeks 
and was enduring considerable pain. Brother Burtka is 
84 years of age. 
• Sister Marcella Dein (5940 21st St., North, St. 
Petersburg, Florida 33714), feeling the encroachments 
of age, was hospitalized recently. She is the 
mother of Sister Doris Borowiec. 
• Sister Alvina Fredricksen (P.O. Box 362, Bowling 
Green, Ky. 42101), in her eighties and isolated, has 
been hospitalized with an ulcer and gallstones. She 
will go home soon with a highly restricted diet to 
correct the condition if possible. 
• Sister Victoria Gruszka (8920 Lenore, Redford 
Township, Mich. 48239) struck her foot against an ob-
ject in the dark, and fractured a bone and is now 
suffering some restriction of activity. 
• Brother Bruno Hack (3820 West 116th Place, 
Chicago, Ill. 60655) entered the hospital on December 
first, the same hospital in which 
• Brother Carl Hagensick (11000 South Mansfield, 
Chicago Ridge, Ill. 60415) was registered for a series of 
tests on November 29th. 
• Brother S. Kempinski (7857 Chase Road, Dearborn, 
Mich. 48126) suffered a stroke in early autumn, was 
re-hospitalized in late October, and is still very ill. 
• Sister Lenore Litton (1015 Greenwood Ave., Zanes-
ville, Ohio 43701) an isolated sister writes to express 
appreciation for many things: "This is to tell you I 
have read and re-read the Newsletters and enjoy hear-
ing about the folks, and from the many dear folks 
who write letters, cards and even send packages, and 

make several telephone calls. I have been quilting .. . 
but best of all reading the wonderful packets of les-
sons from Brother Smith, and getting the Volume VI 
lesson ready for when Brother Marion Schrock can 
stop in for a study. I thank our dear Lord for the 
health I enjoy and the greetings from Bible Students 
all over. My best wishes for everyone who makes the 
Newsletter possible. We can get addresses and re-
ferences; it is a link between the brethren, and I am 
grateful to be receiving it." 
• Sister Mary Norby (5409 Glen Ivy Place, Pinellas 
Park, Fla. 33565) is bereaved by the loss of her hus-
band, Brother Leon, whom she married in 1926. She 
observed that his stress on absolute loyalty to God, 
characterized his Christian course. Making her home 
now with her daughter, Sister Ruth and son-in-law, 
Brother Tom Maillard, Sister Norby is grateful for 
their love and fellowship; and they all wish to express 
their heartfelt gratitude for the loving kindness 
shown them by so many friends in their time of loss. 
• Sister Margie Pocius (St. Joseph Nursing Home, 
9400 Conant, Hamtramck, Mich. 48212), elderly and 
without a family, she has been in nursing homes for 
the past several years. The brethren, her spiritual fam-
ily, visit her several times a week and look after her 
general welfare. 
• Sister Ella (Mrs. W. Irving) Sanders (do Meyer, Rt. 
3, Box 494, Old Georgia Mountain Road, Guntersville, 
Ala. 35976) 92 years of age and isolated writes: ". . . I 
get letters from friends in the North — New York and 
Long Island, also when I write to others far off, I hear 
from them also, so do have that in fellowship. Each 
day brings appreciation of my relationship with my 
Lord and Heavenly Father. . . . My husband, soon 94, 
has no close-up sight. Needs much care. Our grand-
son's wife, with whom we reside is precious, does all 
she has time for and can do for our needs. Also our 
daughter further down the hill looks after us . . . oh, 
so much to be thankful for! Yet no one here or whom 
we have met are willing to hear of God's Truth. It is 
Baptist country. . . . How I long always to talk to 
them of God's Divine Plan of the Ages and of His 
love! Prov. 13:7" 
• Sister Eva Siesky (do Mrs. Allen Coffman, 319 Kell 
Lane, Connellsville, Pa. 15424) has been confined and 
ill for the past year. Her grandaughter, Sister Cathy 
with whom she lives writes: "I would like to thank all 
the dear friends who gave of themselves in corre-
spondence to my grandmother. Through all her 
struggles, she has remained pleasant and full of 
smiles. She is now paralyzed on her right side and 
cannot speak but beams from within. All around her 
(nurses, etc.) have learned from her and have grown 
to love her. It has truly been a blessing and privilege 
to care for such a humble servant and footstep fol-
lower. I too have enjoyed all the letters and cards, 
especially at times when she wasn't able to acknowl-
edge them." 
• Brother Harold Stansberry (RR 1, Box 276, 
Yorktown, Ind. 47396), an elder of the Muncie Indiana 
Ecclesia, underwent surgery on November 11 for a 
back disorder that had seriously impaired circulation 
to his legs. Circulation has been restored to normal, 
but recovery will require a long convalescence. 
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Brother Harold wishes to express his great apprecia-
tion of the prayers of brethren through his ordeal, and 
to testify to the efficacy of their petitions. 

Following are the names of three isolated sisters of 
whom other information is not available: 
• Sister Baker (Mrs. William), 1004 Shelby Avenue, 
Mattoon, Ill. 61938; 
• Sister Jeanne Frederickson, Rt. 2, Bremen, Ind. 
46506; 
• Sister Dorothy Partanen, 120 Woods Ave., L'Anse, 
Mich. 49946. 

ECHOES FROM THE PAST 

A Providence Noted Sixty Years Ago 
In marking the Sixtieth Anniversary of Brother Rus-
sell's death just past, a member of the Paterson New 
Jersey Ecclesia reported a providence noted at that 
time by the late Brother David Stratton: 

"Pastor Russell died on a train in Texas on October 
31, 1916 which fell on Tuesday that year. The next 
morning the papers headlined the news, and what 
a shock it was to all the brethren worldwide! That 
evening the main topic at the Testimony meetings 
was Brother Russell's death. The Manna text for 
that evening was: 'Casting all your care upon Him, 
for He careth for you.' 1 Peter 5:7. The text and 
comments were a comfort to the bereaved friends. 

The next day's text (Nov. 2) was most appropriate 
also for the week's consideration: 'It is the Lord! Let 
Him do what seemeth Him good!' 1 Samuel 3:18. In 
these texts it seemed that the Lord had a special 
message for His people at that sad time, assuring 
them of His continued care and leading." 

The Power of Truth 
How the Truth reached the Foss Family in Chicago, is 
told in the following account sent by Sister Joy Foss 
Kandel in response to a request for information on the 
late Sister Marie Copeland. 

It testifies to the power of the Truth to transform—
beginning with a friend, who then passed the bles-
sing on to his friend, and he in turn to his family. 
Now the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generations of this family 
continue to pass the blessing on to other hungry 
hearts. 

"The portion about Sister Marie was taken from a 
short history of the Foss family which she wrote. 
Her mother was Marine Foss Peterson. My grand-
father was Carl, Martin and Marine's younger 
brother. Our family name was changed from Voss 
to Foss so Americans would pronounce it correctly. 

"Marine's brothers were worldly Socialists, as 
was their friend, Louis Fries. Fries' co-worker, Jack 
Christiansen, gave Fries a book entitled The Divine 
Plan of the Ages. He liked the book but had no Bible 
in which to look up the Scripture citations. The 
only Bible he knew of, was a large family Bible that 
Martin Foss had received as a wedding present. It 
lay on the table in the parlor and covered the whole 
table. Fries asked to borrow the Bible and when he 

left lugging that huge book, Martin stood in the 
doorway laughing at what a fool his friend was. 

These men eventually became Brother Jack Chris-
tiansen, Brother Louis Fries, and Brother Martin 
Foss, and were much help to the brethren who 
were so greatly influenced by them in the knowl-
edge and love of the Harvest Message. 

"But to appreciate the miracles of God's grace, we 
relate that Martin Foss was an alcoholic before he 
received the Truth. His wife would meet him at 
work on payday to get his money for food, before 
he could spend it all on alcohol. 

"Fries gave Martin a copy of the book, The Divine 
Plan of the Ages. Martin was afraid to read it, be-
cause it had changed Fries so much he became a 
Christian. He reasoned that if that book should 
change him the same way, he could never have any 
more fun. But Martin did read it, and it did change 
him just as it had changed his friend. Eventually, 
Martin gave copies of this book to all his brothers 
and sisters, as well as his mother. And as noted 
before, all but Marine accepted the Truth then, but 
three years later she too gave her heart to the Lord, 
as did her daughter, Marie also." 

A Centenarian-Plus 
The Polish Bible Students Convention in Chicago last 
September 4-6, was attended by a sister from Florida, 
102 years of age. She is Sister Mary Pacek whose 
birthday the brethren celebrated on the last day of the 
convention. 

Sister Mary (Dembowski) was born near Warsaw, 
Poland on September 7, 1874. She married Anthony 
Pacek in Poland, both being then in the Catholic faith. 
Ninety-four years ago they came to the United States, 
settling first in Pennsylvania, later moving to Roches-
ter, New York, and then to Chicago, Illinois about 
1930. 

Brother and Sister Pacek with their daughter, 
Stephany embraced Present Truth in 1918. Brother 
Pacek died October, 1933 and Sister Mary moved to 
Florida in 1939 where she resides with her daughter 
Doris (Mrs. Milton Goss) at Del Ray Beach. Her other 
surviving children are two sons, Stanley of Boynton 
Beach, John Paycek of Lyons, Illinois. 

Sister Pacek has had a long, full life—tasting deeply 
of earth's joys as well as its sorrows—she suffered the 
loss of her husband and seven of her ten children to 
the great enemy, Death. Her daughter, the late Sister 
Stephany, wife of Brother Wallace Wnorowski of 
Winter Park, Florida passed beyond the vail on March 
9, 1976 (reported in the June issue) just two months 
before their fiftieth wedding anniversary. But the 
Lord, true to His promise has been Sister Pacek's sol-
ace in the 58 years of her consecrated walk. "The Lord 
shall keep thee in all thy ways . . ." 

Blind But Rejoicing at 100 Years 
Sister Victoria Skwierawska (nee Strzyzewska) was 
born in Posnan, Poland December 11, 1876. Her par-
ents came to America when she was seven, settling in 
Manistee, Michigan. At twenty-one, because life was 
difficult and work hard to find, she went to Chicago 
where a cousin lived, and four years later married Leo 
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Skwierawski. Her husband and two of their five chil-
dren are deceased. She now lives with her widowed 
daughter, Mrs. Thomas O'Malley ( 3040 W. Belden 
Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60647). 

Sister Skwierawska has been totally blind for the 
past five years due to advanced age. She came into 
the Truth through an unusual set of circumstances. 
Over fifty years ago her husband became ill and life 
again was very difficult for her. Both were Catholics, 
and she was told she could attend early Mass and 
avoid paying the pew rent. One Sunday morning, as 
she arrived at the church, she was told to pay or stand 
in the sacristy—though she was one of only three in 
attendance. She left and returned home much to her 
husband's suprise. "Back so soon?" he asked. "Yes, 
and never again will I go there!" she said. 

In the Lord's provicence, a Truth family (Ziembas) 
lived across the hall. Sister Mary Ziemba had witnes-
sed to her and invited her repeatedly to the Polish 
meetings, but she was never able to go. But she did 
enjoy hearing Sister Ziemba witness to the love of our 
heavenly Father, and Lord Jesus Christ, and the com-
ing Kingdom. 

One Sunday Sister Ziemba sent her little daughter 
to invite Victoria to the meeting. When she asked the 
little girl what they did and what they sang at the 
meeting, the 4-year-old placed her hands behind her 
back and with great dignity sang in Polish our Hymn 
#5—"Jesus died for you, and Jesus died for me; Yes 
Jesus died for all mankind; Bless God, Salvation's 
free!" Trembling with emotion, Victoria said: "Tell 
your mother I'll go today." 

Shortly after (over 50 years ago) she symbolized her 
consecration and continues to rejoice in God's great 
love and Plan. Brother Baryla takes her to the meet-
ings of the Polish Ecclesia in Chicago, and all the 
friends testify of her gratitude to our Heavenly Father 
and His dear Son for their providences, and for her 
daughter's tender loving care of her. 

Nearing a Century Mark 
Sister Rose L. Hirsh of 512 Leverington Avenue, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19128, now in her hun-
dreth year, celebrated her ninety-ninth birthday on 
November twelfth. Seventy-six years of her life have 
been devoted to the Lord in consecrated service. 

One of a family of eight, Sister Rose was born in 
1877 on the Leffler farm near Tiffin, Ohio. Her mother 
accepted the Truth in 1897 and later all but one brother 
followed her example. 

Sister Rose symbolized her consecration in 1900, 
and from 1901 to 1914 she engaged full time in the 
colporteur work. In 1914 Brother Russell asked her to 
come to Bethel to assist with the coloring of the slides 
for the Photo-Drama. Later she had charge of the 
Book Store at the Brooklyn Tabernacle. On Christmas 
Day, 1915 she and Brother Robert Hirsh were married 
by Brother Russell. 

The morning Brother Russell left on his last trip; she 
recalls that he looked so ill and very weak. Many were 
shaking hands with him but she refrained, thinking to 
save his strength a little. 

Following the Pastor's death, J. F. Rutherford 
usurped control of the Watchtower Bible and Tract 

Society and within the year, its Charter was declared 
to be illegal and shamelessly violated by him; the pro-
visions of Brother Russell's Last Will and Testament 
for continuing the work, were set aside, and four of 
his Directors appointed for life, were forced out of 
office. Brother Robert H. Hirsh was one of these. 

When Brother and Sister Hirsh were "put out" 
(without home or money) Brother and Sister Chap-
man of Jersey City invited them to share their home. 
There they engaged in the colporteur work as long as 
they were able to obtain the books. 

Later Brother Hirsh took a job with the Jersey Jour-
nal. Before going to Bethel he had owned and pub-
lished his own newspaper in Tamaqua, Pennsylvania. 
When he accepted the Truth in 1907 he sold the paper 
to his brother and offered his services to Brother Rus-
sell. In addition to serving as a pilgrim, Brother Hirsh 
was the Watchtower proofreader—he read all copy 
twice. 

But returning to journalistic duty proved too de-
manding on his energies, and acting on the sugges-
tion of a chiropractor, he and Sister Hirsh undertook a 
course of study at the Universal School of Chiroprac-
tic in Pittsburgh. For many years they practised to-
gether in Philadelphia, which gave them abundant 
opportunity to witness daily to God's great plan of 
salvation. Brother Hirsh died in 1949, and Sister Hirsh 
continued her practice until 1972. 

These two valiant soldiers of the cross had many 
fiery experiences in connection with the change of 
leadership at the Society's headquarters. The violation 
of Christian principle in seizing and holding power 
illegally was incomprehensible to Brother Hirsh and 
other displaced Directors. As Christian gentlemen 
they could not believe that a professing brother would 
be guilty of such injustices. And since many of the 
friends were opposed to settling the matter in the 
courts, it was accepted as the Lord's will that no coun-
teraction be taken. 

Sister Hirsh said it would be impossible to convey 
the great sorrow and trouble that come down upon 
the Bethel home at that time—as though the adver-
sary himself had walked in and taken over. It is her 
belief that many of the friends throughout the coun-
try did not understand the issues involved in the great 
controversy, otherwise they wouldn't have stayed 
with the organization as long as many did. 

Brother Hirsh was arrested, with J. F. Rutherford 
and other officials of the Society, in 1918 because his 
name still appeared in the Watchtower as a member of 
the Editorial staff (although he had not been allowed 
to act in that capacity from the time of Brother Rus-
sell's death). However, charges against him were 
dropped when it was shown that he had been expel-
led from the organization and had no responsibility 
for publication of the spurious Seventh Volume. It 
was the chapter on "Patriotism" in that volume that 
sent the others to prison. 

The foregoing history was compiled and submitted 
to the Newsletter by consent of Sister Hirsh who at-
tests to its accuracy. 

All who have suffered injustice, ostracism or mis-
understanding to any extent in the cause of Christ, 
can sympathize with Sister Hirsh and others in the 
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harsh experiences they suffered at the hands of false 
brethren. Bereaved and thrust out into a highly 
charged wartime climate without means of support; 
and misunderstood or rejected by many brethren, was 
but part of the cost required of them and others to 
preserve the Harvest Message. We are indebted to the 
Lord for all faithful brethren who, through the long 
years of waiting, have defended the Truth at the cost 
of such personal suffering. 

* * * 

The following poem, "A Life Well Spent" charac-
terizes the lives of our faithful brethren who have 
been so many long years in the Way— 

Softly, oh softly the years have swept by thee, 
Touching thee gently with tenderest care; 
Sorrow and death they have often brought nigh thee, 
Yet have they left thee but beauty to wear 

Growing old gracefully 
Gracefully fair. 

Never a feeling of envy or sorrow when the bright 
faces of children are seen; 

Never year from the young wouldst thou borrow—
Thou dost remember what lieth between; 

Growing old willingly, 
Thankful, serene. 

Eyes that grow dim to the earth and its glory 
Have a sweet recompense youth cannot know; 
Ears that grow dull to the world and its story 
Drink in the songs that from Paradise flow; 

Growing old graciously 
Purer than snow. 

Poems of Dawn 

HARVEST EFFORTS 

Bible Students of Northwest Detroit 

Tracting at Pontiac Stadium 
Brethren passed tracts recently outside the Billy 
Graham Crusade at Pontiac Stadium in Michigan. 
Twenty-eight responses have been received from the 
15,000 tracts placed, requesting a total of 33 volumes: 
one Six-in-One Studies in the Scriptures; two of Vol-
ume II; thirty of Volume I. 

The earlier tracting at "Noah's ark" resulted in 21 
requests for Volume I. 

A Ransom Tract 

A new tract entitled "A Ransom for All" has been 
prepared for distribution to Jehovah's Witnesses. A 
sample copy may be secured from: Ransom Tract, 1418 
Rollin St. South, Pasadena, California 91030. 

Colporteur Committee Report 

In 1976 there were a number of sisters in the service. 
In January and February two of them worked in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico; Delaware, Ohio in March; 
and Portland, Oregon in April. In September and Oc-
tober one of the sisters and a new partner spent time 
with a family in Detroit, Michigan (a brother long as- 

sociated with the Colporteur work and zealous for it.) 
In California another sister is working as she is able. 
These combined efforts resulted in the following liter-
ature placed: 8 sets, and 13 Six-in-One Volumes of 
Scripture Studies; 53 Divine Plan of the Ages, and 100 of 
the magazine edition; 5 volumes (4th, 5th, and 6th); 15 
Mannas. 

Witness At County Fair 

In September the Covina Bible Students Sponsored a 
booth at the Los Angeles County Fair in Pomona and 
distributed over 4,000 pieces of literature including 
First Volumes. Much enthusiasm was generated by a 
large colorful panel which featured "Bible Answers" to 
a variety of questions by a system of flashing lights. 

The need to staff the booth full time for over two 
weeks, gave brethren from several classes the 
privilege of participation. The more that fifty brethren 
who served the Fair rejoiced in the privilege of wit-
nessing to the truth, and offering words of counsel 
and comfort to the public. A further blessing was 
realized in working with fellow brethren in the Lord. 

THE DIVINE PLAN PROGRAM 

Radio Broadcast Schedule 

Ala. Bessemer WYAM 1450 9:45 a.m. 
Mobile WMOO 1550 9:45 a.m. 

Ark. Hot Spring' KXOW 1420 8:45 a.m. 
Jacksonville KGMR 1500 10:00 a.m. 

Ariz. Phoenix KASA 1540 Sat.7:45 a.m. 
Calif. Redding KVCV 600 8:07 a.m. 

San Francisco KFAX 1100 Sat.11:00 a.m. 
Colo. Longmont KLMO 1060 10:30 a.m. 
Conn. Hartford WINF 1230 7:00 a.m. 
Fla. Sebring WJCM 960 10:00 a.m. 

Tampa WINQ 1010 10:15 a.m. 
St. Petersburg WTIS 1110 Sat. 8:00 a.m. 

Ill. Chicago WEFM 99.5 FM 10:45 a.m. 
Evanston WOJO 105.1 FM 8:00 a.m. 

Ind. Greensburg WTRE 1330 9:30 a.m. 
Greensburg WTRE 1 - .3 FM 9:30 a.m. 
Hammond WJOB 1230 8:45 a.m. 

Kans Garden City KUPK 1050 10:30 a.m. 
Ky. Louisville WH A.c■ 840 6:45 a.m. 

Louisville WNNS 97 FM 9:45 a.m. 
La. Lake Charles KI '1.. 1470 8:00 a.m. 
Mich. Detroit Wf.DM 95.5 FM 7:15 a.m. 

Grand Rapids WMAX 1480 7:15 a.m . 

South Haven WJOR 940 8:30 a.m 
Miss. Jackson WJFR 96.3 FM 9:00 a.m 

Waynesboro WABO 990 12:15 p.m.  
Mo. Kansas City WHB 710 7:45 a.m.  

St. Louis KXEN 1010 10:15 a.m. 
N.C. Hendersonville WHKP 1450 9:30 a.m. 

hYjD  oNNN  

Minot 
Camden 

KCJB 
WTMR 

910 
800 

7:15 a.m. 
Sat.8:15 a.m. 

Niagara Falls WHLD 1270 1:45 p.m. 
i Cincinnati WCLII 13'n 9:00 . m. 

Cleveland WERE 1300 8:15 a.m. 
Columbus WMNI 920 9:00 a.m. 
Columbus WMNI 99.7 FM 9:00 a.m. 
Dayton WON 980 9:00 a.m. 

Okla. Oklahoma City KBYE 890 7:00 a.m. 
Ore. Klamath Falls KLAD 960 8:15 a.m. 

Portland KLIQ 1290 9:45 a.m. 
Pd. Philadelphia WIBF 104 FM 7:45 a.m. 

Pittsburgh WARO 540 8:00 a.m. 
Wilkes Barre WILK 980 9:30 a.m. 

Tenn . Knoxville WBIR 1240 8:45 a.m. 
Memphis KWAM 990 10:30 a.m. 



Texas 	Dallas KNUS 98.7 FM 5:45 a.m. 
Houston KIKK 650 8:30 a.m. 
Houston KIKK 95.7 FM 8:30 a.m. 
Quanah KOLJ 1150 8:30 a.m. 
San Antonio WOAI 1200 6:45 a.m. 
Wichita Falls KWFT 620 12:20 p.m. 

Va. 	Falls Church WFAX 1220 Sat.9:15 a.m. 
Wash. 	Bellingham KGM1 790 7.45 a.m. 

Seattle KBLE 1050 12:15 p.m. 
Seattle KBLE 93.3 FM 3:15 p.m. 

Wisc. 	Milwaukee WYLO 540 11:45 a.m. 
Wy. 	Laramie KOWB 1290 10:30 a.m. 
Can.-Man. Portage CFRY 920 9:15 a.m. 

LaPrairie 
Can.-Sask. Melfort CJVR 1420 7:30 p.m. 
Can.- )nt. 	St. Catherines CHSC 1220 8:15 a.m. 
Ceylon 	Sri Lanka Mon.6:30 a.m. 
Europe 	Isle of Man MANX 188m. Mon.7:30 p.m. 

Rep. of China, Taipei, Taiwan, Broadcasting Corp. of China -Tues. 
9:45 p.m. 
Indonesia, Djakarta, Elshinta Broadcasting System, Wed. 
W ,Istern Samoa. C ∎  ernment of W. Samoa Broadcasting Dept., Tues. 

Interesting Letters 

"A friend handed me a book to read called The Di-
vine Plan of the Ages. She does not know who sent this 
to her but because she appreciated it so much she 
allowed me to read it and so I too am glad. On the 
very last page the statement read "Originally pub-
lished in 1886, Author — Charles T. Russell." There is 
also an offer of a large clothbound book called Studies 
in the Scriptures for $3.75. I would like to have both 
these books for myself but here is the problem—not 
knowing if this office is still in business because we 
do not know how old this paper book is. I hesitate to 
send money and thinking the price would be even 
more now so thought I would write for information 
first. Nevertheless if you would send me the books 
named above C.O.D. I would be glad for that too." 
(IN) 

"Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. First, I want 
to thank the Lord for the privilege of writing these 
few lines. Then I would like to thank all the people of 
God in your land. I have been reading books and 
booklets from many parts of the world according to 
their denomination, but Studies in the Scriptures is the 
first book I have ever come across that contains noth-
ing but the truth. I got this book from our Pastor, and 
he got it back from me. I, therefore, request the book 
for my student's use, and if this book is by selling, 
kindly send bill to me very soon." (W. Africa) 

"Some years ago I came in possession of magazine 
Divine Plan of the Ages. I have all the writings of 
Charles T. Russell and he was indeed a chosen vessel 
of God. And I have consecrated my life to God and 
his plans. Since it has been some years since I received 
the magazine type of Divine Plan of the Ages, I won-
dered if you still have them. I would like about ten 
copies to give to my friends." (CA) 

"I have been listening to you on the radio KXEN 
and I sure do like your teaching. Please send me the 
booklets. . . . God bless and keep you. Hope to hear 
you next Sunday. I need to know how to get Christ in 
my life so bad. I really need God. Please pray for me." 
(IL) 

"Do you still have the reprints from 1879-1916 avail-
able in 6 volumes with index? Also the large reprint of 
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Studies in the Scriptures — one volume reproducing 
Vols. I-VI and Tabernacle Shadows? I would be in-
terested in obtaining either some or both, new or 
used." (CA) 

"I was going through some old papers that have 
been accumulating in my desk drawer today when I 
came across the enclosed 'Radio Log' pamphlet and 
also another pamphlet entitled 'If you Are God's.' 
These were both contained in an envelope with a let-
terhead of 'Chicago Bible Students.' It then became 
apparent that I had sent away for this a few years ago 
when I was fervently searching for the way of true 
worship. Well, to make a long story short, I am still 
searching for Biblical truth, and after studying with 
Jehovah's Witnesses and Herbert W. Armstrong, I am 
still very, very confused. Then, today, I sat down 
again and read a little, `If you are God's' pamphlet. 
The thoughts brought out in this pamphlet en-
lightened me very much. So, I would like to request 
from you any and all Bible truth information and 
booklets that you can send me. I am so very anxious 
to find the truth. Perhaps your assistance will help 
me." (IL) 

"I am presently reading your book entitled Studies in 
the Scriptures, and I must say, that I have never read 
another Bible study like it. It is a great work. For this 
reason I am ordering two more volumes to give to 
friends." (IL) 

"I am writing in the hopes of gaining some informa-
tion. Who and what are the Fort Worth Bible Stu-
dents? How are you connected with the truth move-
ment? How are you related to the work of Pastor Rus-
sell? Do you have a list of publications and/or books? 
Could you send me a copy? Any and all information 
would be greatly appreciated, especially as to the na-
ture of your organization and your publications." 
(CA) 

From Divine Plan Journal Readers 

"Have recently read a copy of your Divine Plan 
Journal and was inspired by it as well as appreciative. 
I would like to receive it on a continual basis. Please 
add my name to your mailing list." (TX) 

"The Journal I received was one of the best I have 
ever received and I enjoyed it very much. Please ac- 
cept this little offering in the name of our Saviour and 
to his glory the Lord Jesus Christ. Please send one to 
. . . and one to. . . . Thank you." (TX) 

BIBLE STUDENTS NEWSLETTER 

Encouraging Letters from Readers 

"We thank our Blessed Lord for the sweet service of 
the Newsletter. I hope it continues for as long as any of 
the Lord's people are journeying this side the vail." 
Oregon 

"We look forward to receiving the Newsletter. It is 
always a joy to receive it. Thank you for your labors of 
love in serving the brethren in this way." Texas 
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"May the Lord bless and keep you and the work 
you are doing. Much interest is expressed in the News-
letter in our class and here about, and I'm sure you 
hear the same from all over." Delaware 

"The work you are doing is dear to my heart. . . . 
Enclosed is an offering for your splendid service in 
getting out the Newsletter to us. Wish we could help 
you with our hands! Enclosed are some names .. . 
would appreciate your sending them the yellow 
sheets also of sources of Bible Student helps." Indiana 

"Just to let you know that our Newsletters arrived. 
Thank you so much for this very helpful, faithful ser-
vice you are rendering." Pennsylvania 

"Thank you for sending me the Newsletter for June. 
. . . In this issue I read of the services in Florida of 
Brother and Sister Maillard, precious ones to me. The 
paper is a splendid way for friends to keep in touch. 
Thank you for publishing it." Alabama 

"Have wanted for some time to send a message and 
small contribution in appreciation of your work and 
the information received through this medium. I ask 
the Lord to bless each of you who has a part in the 
Newsletter, and all the spiritual information we receive 
from it." Ohio 

"Just finished reading the latest issue of the Newslet-
ter, and must say it is great! Keep up the good work 
and may our Heavenly Father keep pouring out His 
blessings upon you." Michigan 

"Thanks for the Newsletter, I've re-read much of it. It 
is a blessing to me and brings me closer to the breth-
ren. Please use the enclosed to help print it. God 
bless each one that serves in its publication. Rejoicing 
in the Divine Plan!" North Dakota 

"It seemed so long until we received the Newsletter 
— perhaps because we were so looking forward to it. 
We've had no contact with any brethren outside our 
own small class, so were longing for news of the breth-
ren. We really enjoyed it and look forward to the 
next issue. That really is the purpose of the Newsletter 
— to keep in touch with one another and receive 
news of mutual interest. May God's wisdom, strength 
and grace be your continuing portion." Colorado 

"We are enclosing . . . for use of the Bible Students 
Newsletter. It is truly wonderful and we look forward 
to each issue bringing us the latest news of our breth-
ren. It takes a lot of planning and hard work on the 
part of all those who gather and publish this news, 
not to mention the time spent, and we send our sin-
cere "thank you" in appreciation." Nebraska 

"We are thankful for blessings received through the 
Newsletter and would like to contribute, even in a tiny 
way, toward expenses which must be met by those 
who publish it. The check is small but much love goes 
with it. May God richly bless you all." Massachusetts 

"We look forward to each copy of the Newsletter as 
they continue to be a source of blessing and encour-
agement. God bless you all for your service to the 
brethren." California 

"Enclosed is a small donation which I hope will in 
some small way help in bringing joy and comfort 
through the Newsletter to others as it has brought to 
me — bringing me into closer contact with some  

whom I know and love and others I have never had 
the privilege of knowing personally — but in knowing 
they also are our brethren in Christ who loves them, 
and we love them through him." California 

"I want to thank you for sending the Newsletter. As I 
am not able to get to as many conventions to meet you 
all, as I should like. I feel the Newsletter fills a need to 
keep brethren posted somewhat on conditions, con-
ventions, and our brethren's welfare in general. . . . " 
Canada ' 

"I am thankful for the Bible Students Newsletter re-
ceived a while ago, and rejoiced in reading its con-
tents. So good to know of the brethren, their works 
and their needs. I am in contact with brethren in Italy, 
their letters reveal their desires to serve the Lord and 
finding one here and one there to listen. They are firm 
and happy to serve, knowing the Lord is present and 
are receiving a blessing in Present Truth. Again, I en-
joyed all of the September Bible Students Newsletter and 
I like to save them, reading over again at times, pray-
ing for all of you at the Throne of Heavenly Grace." 
New York 

Annual Financial Report 

The sponsors and all the brethren associated in the 
task of producing the Newsletter join in extending to all 
readers our sincere thanks for the generous support 
and encouragement given us. If the Newsletter has 
been a blessing to others, it has first blessed us as we 
receive and process the News. Following is an ac-
counting of our stewardship: 

Funds December 1, 1975 
	

$938.16 
Receipts to 11130/76 
	

1,337.50  
2,275.66 

Expenditures 	 1,135.57  
1,140.09 

Interest Earned 10/1/75 to 9/30/76 
	

55.77  
Cash on Hand Nov. 30, 1976 

	
1,195.86 

Expense Detail: 
Postage, Box and Permit, $280.79; 
Typography, Printing and Duplication, $517.36; 
Long Distance Telephone service, $225.97; 
Miscellaneous Supplies and Shipping, $111.45. 

Contributions of graphic services and supplies in pro-
ducing the Newsletter last year represent an additional 
gift of approximately $1,500. 

CONVENTIONS 

1976 

Dec. 31 - Jan. 1, 2 Chicago, Illinois. Chicago Bible Stu-
dents. Harold L. Richards High School, 10601 South 
Central, Oak Lawn, Ill. Telephone: (312) 857-9265 or 
857-9626. Speakers: Brothers R. Alexander, E. 
Buckley, R. Gaunt, D. Kaziak, J. Leslie, E. Lorenz, 
K. Rawson, G. Rice, L. Stewart. Secretary: Bro. Art 
Jezuit, 140 Forest Glen Rd., Wood Dale, Ill. 60191 



1977 

Jan. 1, 2 La Mesa, Calif. Berean Bible Students. La 
Jolla Village Inn, 1-5 at La Jolla Village Dr. Speakers: 
Brothers E. Borowiec, I. Doran, L. Kirkham, W. 
Roach, R. Seklemian, W. Wojcik. Secretary: Mrs. C. 
0. Pitner, 4364 Avon Dr., La Mesa, Calif. 92041. 
Telephone: (714) 614-0244 or 460-3650. 

Feb. 18-20 Dearborn, Mich. Bible Students of North-
west Detroit. Holiday Inn, 22900 Michigan Ave. All 
Age Seminar. Secretary: Mrs. Douglas Melville, do 
Mr. & Mrs. C. L. Thornton, 19171 Hilton Drive, 
Southfield, Mich. 48075. Telephone: (313) 356-4279. 

Feb. 19, 20, 21 Seattle, Wash. Berean Bible Students. 
Norway Center, 300 3rd Ave. West. Speakers: R. 
Alexander, G. Andrus, T. Barton, L. Bolton, F. 
Boychuk, E. Lorenz, W. McNee, N. Rice. Secretary: 
Mrs. Don Nussel, 874 S. Kenyon, Seattle, Wash. 
98108. Telephone: (206) 762-4908. 

Mar. 6 Covina, Calif. 14th Annual. Covina Woman's 
Club, 128 S. San Jose Ave. Secretary: Elaine L. Re-
deker, 5554 N. Pal Mal Ave., Temple, Calif. 91780 

Mar. 11-13 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Stu-
dents. Secretary: Mrs. George Wilmott, Box 4105, 
Fort Worth, Texas 76106. Telephone: (817) 444-4856. 

Mar. 25-27 Albuquerque, N.M. Hotel Plaza, 125 Sec-
ond St. N.W. Secretary: Mrs. Chauncey Cole, 3524 
12th St. N.W., Albuquerque, N.M. 87107. 

April 30, May 1 Detroit, Mich. Spring Convention, 
Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit. 
Secretary: Walter W. Wojcik, 13983 Salem St., Red-
ford Township, Mich. 48239. Telephone: (313) 
537-1757 

For Vacation Planning 

July 13 - 17 Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias Third Regional 
Convention. Details in the March issue. Convention 
Secretary: David Niemyski, 3513 - 42nd Pl., High-
land, Ind. 46322. Telephone: (219) 838-0141. 

July 29 - Aug. 2 Denver, Colorado. 8th Annual Con-
vention, Colorado Bible Students. Secretary: Mrs. 
Dale Crosby, 1875 Cody St., Lakewood, Colo. 80215. 
Telephone: (303) 233-1157. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Memorial Supper 

Friday, April 1, 1977, after 6 p.m. 

Weekly Manna Texts 

The card of Weekly Manna Texts for 1977 enclosed 
with this issue is provided by the Fort Worth Bible 
Students, Texas. 

Recording Sound Improved 

A sister has discovered a means to improve the quality 
of sound in playing tapes for shut-ins and also in 
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dubbing, where "patch cords" are not available to 
connect the machines by wire. Her method may be 
useful to others: 

"I have a small cassette tape recorder and have the 
privilege of taking the blessed messages on tape to 
older brethren. Many are hard of hearing, and in serv-
ing them. I have made two interesting discoveries. 

"If I place the recorder on the floor the sound is 
improved and they are able to understand the words 
more clearly. Also, If I set the recorder on a rug or 
heavy towel, the tone is softer and more audible. 

"Sometimes I appreciate tapes so much I want 
copies for future use — especially the song services. 
In dubbing I set both recorders on a heavy towel or 
soft rug and it makes the music softer, richer and 
gives it a fuller tone. It was a delight to me to discover 
this, so I pass it on for whatever it is worth. Praise the 
Lord from whom all blessings flow." Oregon 

Note: A New Address 

Mrs. W.E. Pampling 
7 Orchard Close 
Stoke Mandeville, Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP22-5U2, England 

This change is given to save time and extra postage in 
foreign correspondence. 

Address Changes Requested 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Dudding 	Mrs. R. C. Thomas 
219 College Ave., Apt. 5 
	

Rt. 1 Box 143 
Salem, Va. 24153 
	

8lue Ridge, Va. 24064 

Mr. Ned Griffith 
	

Miss Lorraine Sardonis 
26878 Royalton Rd. 	186 Lawrence St. 
Columbia Station 	Hartford, Ct. 06106 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 

COMING—in the MARCH Issue: 
A DIRECTORY OF ECCLESIAS' MEETINGS 

The cooperation of Ecclesia Secretaries is requested in 
providing information on their meeting schedules: 

Days and/or evenings of the week; 
Time of Meetings; 
Place or places of Meetings; (address and phone 

number) 
Study topics (day or night) 
Discourses, when scheduled 
All-day Meetings: Fifth or other Sundays 

If meetings are held in more than one location please 
furnish: 

Address, phone number for each place, 
If in a home, include family name. 

This information should prove useful to traveling 
brethren; to those newly associated with Bible Stu-
dents, and to those seeking to locate a study group. It 
should also be helpful to the brethren in providing 
addresses and phone numbers, in convenient form. 

INFORMATION IS NEEDED by FEBRUARY FIRST 
1977 Send to: Bible Students Newsletter, P.O. Box 33, 

Centerville, Ohio 45459 
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 

... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 



SERVICES FOR EDIFICATION 
AND AIDS FOR WITNESSING 

I. FOR EDIFICATION 

A DISCOURSE SERVICE 
The printed lecture service is intended especially for 
the isolated, the elderly, and anyone "in love" with 
the Harvest Message. It consists of discourses by 
brethren from many places, as well as discourses from 
the past extracted from the Reprints, Convention Re-
ports, and other of Brother Russell's writings. 

Thirty brethren from the United States and Canada 
have contributed discourses and papers to date. A 
total of 385 items have been circulated and are 
catalogued in three separate indexes as follows: one 
dated January 1, 1975 covers the first five years of ser-
vice; the second dated December 2, 1975 lists the items 
published that year; a third is dated December 1976 
and covers the present year. 

Three hundred brethren are being served, but the 
readership is larger as the discourses are passed 
around among other brethren in some areas. Letters 
received from brethren express appreciation of the 
Discourse Service which has encouraged its continua-
tion. Some letters from isolated and elderly brethren 
touch the heart deeply; for example, they look for-
ward to the items each month as "a little convention 
brought into our homes by mail." This should encour-
age brethren who have contributed articles for circula-
tion. 

There is no charge for the Discourse Service. The 
sponsor pledges its continuation as long as the Lord's 
providences provide the money and strength required 
for the task. Several local brethren, and a few beyond, 
render valuable assistance in the production and mail-
ing of the monthly items. 

For the benefit of new readers, the sponsor recounts 
how the service began: 

"In December 1969, letters were written to twenty-
two brethren who were regarded as sound in the 
Truth. The purpose was to keep in touch that we 
might encourage one another in faithful service to the 
Truth, and assist one another to serve the Lord's 
people more effectively. The response to these letters 
was encouraging to the writer. However, as time went 
on it was suggested by one of the twenty-two, that 
our discourses should be distributed to a greater 
number of brethren, rather than be limited to the orig-
inal group. This was a turning point and something 
not anticipated or even suggested in the letter of De-
cember 1969. 

"Our indexes list a large number of articles from the 
Pastor's pen — he is our Pastor par excellence. We 
have selected a number of articles from brethren who 
gave discourses when Convention reports were 
printed and distributed by Bro. Dr. Jones — old timers 
will remember these. Some brethren did not do so 
well after our Pastor finished his course, but we did  

not hesitate to use their discourses if they were sound 
at the time they appeared in the old Convention re-
ports. We hope the brethren who read this will take 
careful note of this and not think we are endorsing the 
ministry of brethren who failed in a measure after the 
Pastor's death." 

Anyone desiring to receive the monthly mailings, 
indexes, or other information may write: Discourse 
Service, 2315 Park Street, Bellingham, Wash. 98225. 
Telephone: (206) 734-2234. 

LITERATURE IN BRAILLE 

Two volumes in English Braille, Grade 2, are available 
for loan. They are: The Divine Plan of the Ages and 
Tabernacle Shadows. Recorded on pages 16 inches 
square, the Divine Plan is in seven sections — each one 
three inches thick; Tabernacle Shadows has three sec-
tions. By lending sections of a volume, more brethren 
can be served simultaneously, as only one copy of 
each volume has been produced. 

The translation of Volume V, Studies in the Scriptures 
is completed through page 197 comprising three sec-
tions. How long it will take to complete the balance of 
the Volume is uncertain. 

All Braille material is mailed free of charge in the 
United States, Canada, England, New Zealand, Au-
stralia and Greece. 

This service presents an opportunity to bless the 
blind with a knowledge of the Divine Plan, and to 
edify our blind brethren. For information and use of 
the literature write: Mrs. Jean Weeks, R.D. 2, 
Hampton, N.J. 08827. 

CASSETTE TAPES 

Bible Lecture Service 
This service supplies recorded lectures on cassettes 
and is sponsored by the Berean Bible Students of 
Seattle, Washington. They believe that the portable 
cassette recorder is one of the blessings provided by 
our Returned Lord, particularly for the benefit of his 
remaining Body Members, and the Household of 
Faith. Its use will aid in combatting the intrusions of 
radio, television and other pleasant distractions of our 
day. 

The sponsoring ecclesia has received many en-
couraging letters indicating a spiritual fruitage from 
the words of Truth via cassette. The Bible Lecture 
Service offers three programs, and brethren may use 
any one or all of them. 
1. Regular Loan Service 

Subscribers to this service receive one cassette con-
taining two discourses each month. The tape may 
be kept as long as useful to themselves or others, 
then returned. At present, discourses of deceased 
brethren are being circulated. 
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2. Library Loan Service 
The Cassette Library contains convention dis-
courses, and are listed in the Cassette Library 
catalog. Brethren wishing to receive these tapes 
should request a catalog, as selections should be 
ordered by convention, cassette number, or by 
speaker. Any number of Library cassettes may be 
ordered if they can be used effectively, and may be 
kept as long as useful. 

3. Regular Library Mailings 
Subscribers to this service receive four cassettes 
from the Library, and are mailed another four 
when the first four cassettes are returned. 

This program is designed for brethren who do 
not wish to make their own selections from the 
Library and want more than the single cassette 
sent monthly under the Regular Loan Service pro-
gram. 

Brethren who wish to have cassettes on hand at 
all times may have eight cassettes mailed at one 
time. Each time four are returned, four more are 
mailed to them. 

Loan of Cassette Players 
An outstanding feature of the Cassette service is the 
offer to loan cassette players to those unable to pur-
chase their own. Thus no one wishing to receive the 
cassettes misses the blessing for lack of equipment to 
play them. This is both a generous and thoughtful 
offer. For information or cassettes, write: Bible Lec-
ture Service, Box 70409, Seattle, Washington 98107.- 

OPEN REEL TAPES 

Recorded Lecture Service 

The Columbus Bible Students Recorded Lecture Ser-
vice is an ecclesia-sponsored effort intended to serve 
brethren who use reel-to-reel tape recorders. 

The Ecclesia approves the speakers whose dis-
courses are to be used, and elects a committee which 
is responsible for the production and distribution of 
the tapes. 

Currently the CBS Recorded Lecture Service 
supplies a list of approximately 35 brethren with one 
loan tape per month. Each tape is 2-track, 3 3/4 i.p.s., 
and is playable on all reel-to-reel (also called open 
reel) machines. The 5-inch reels in use can be played 
on both 5-inch and 7-inch machines. 

Tapes are mailed on the first day of each month, 
and subscribers may keep the tape as long as it is 
usable to themselves or others. However, after three 
tapes are sent, no more will be sent until one is re-
turned. There is no charge for the service and breth-
ren may subscribe by writing to: Columbus Bible 
Students Recorded Lecture Service, P.O. Box 24271, 
Columbus, Ohio 43224. 

Recent Improvements in the Service 
Recent efforts to improve the sound quality of the 
tapes led to the purchase of equipment which can re-
duce noise and "hum" in a recording. This enables the 
committee to improve the "listenability" of tapes, and 

makes possible the distribution of some older rec-
ordings by deceased brethren, which might otherwise 
be unusable due to poor sound quality. 

Another recent improvement was the purchase of 
better quality tapes in plastic mailer boxes. 

During 1976 the committee decided to restrict the 
content of the monthly mailings to discourses by 
brethren who are now deceased, until further notice. 

Brethren whose discourses are presently in use are: 

Bro. W.A. Baker 	Bro. Adam Miskawitz 
Bro. Julius Bednarz 	Bro. D.J. Morehouse 
Bro. Robert Chastain 	Bro. Eyerett Murray 
Bro. Mack Harp 	Bro. Leon Norby 
Bro. Cliff Hewatt 
	

Bro. Chester Sundbom 
Bro. John Meggison 	Bro. Christian Zahnow 

New Services to Be Offered 
The Committee has begun an expansion of services to 
include a "Library Request Loan Service." When fully 
inaugurated, a list of conventions and discourses in 
our files will be made available, and brethren may 
order copies of those tapes on a loan or purchase 
basis. This list will also encompass current conven-
tions as their recordings become available. Tapes will 
be playable either 4-track or 2-track, 1 7/s i.p.s. or 3 3/4 
i.p.s., according to the request of brethren ordering 
them. 

Though at present the committee has no plans to 
add the making of recordings on cassette tape, the 
idea is under consideration. 

Original Recordings Needed 
Any brethren who possess original recordings of dis-
courses by the aforementioned brethren, are re-
quested to send the committee a list of what rec-
ordings are in their possession. The committee needs 
good-quality original recordings for use in the 
monthly loan service. PLEASE DO NOT SEND 
TAPES. Send a list which the committee will select 
from. If any of the tapes on the list are needed, the 
committee will reply asking for the tapes to be sent, 
and they will be copied and returned without harm. 

Suggestions Appreciated 
The Columbus Bible Students Recorded Lecture Ser-
vice will appreciate any suggestions offered by the 
brethren. Ideas, requests for service, criticism — all 
will be useful in helping the committee to render ser-
vice which is more acceptable to the Lord, and more 
useful to the spiritual needs of the brethren. 

THE VOLUMES ON TAPE 

A good, clear recording of the six volumes of Studies in 
the Scriptures is on tape through the efforts of one de-
voted brother, and the Columbus Bible Students Rec-
orded Lecture Service has decided to make copies 
available to the brethren. This is a large undertaking 
which involves the careful copying of the approxi-
mately 132 hours of recorded speech that comprise the 
volumes on tape. Details will be forthcoming as to 
cost, delivery date, etc. 
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A MINISTRY OF COMFORT 
Those who desire to give comfort and encouragement 
to afflicted and isolated brethren have a means at 
hand to do so. A system was implemented for this 
purpose by a brother who maintains and circulates a 
list of those in need of comfort, in the United States, 
Canada and overseas. The aim is to limit the ministry 
to the consecrated, and only those in need of encour-
agement beyond that available locally. However, many 
on the list are isolated. 

The list is sent to ecclesia secretaries who request it, 
and they decide how to serve, how often and how 
much. Some classes divide the list by the number of 
local writers able to participate as correspondents; 
others use the greeting card system whereby a 
number can sign one card for each "shut-in" they 
wish to cheer at a given time. Presently forty-seven 
ecclesias and nineteen individuals are receiving the 
list which contains approximately 100+ names. 

The assistance of the brethren is needed to keep the 
information on individuals current — such as, address 
changes; new troubles; improved or changed condi-
tions; deaths; etc. Anyone desiring to receive the list 
or to have more information on this ministry, may 
write: Cletus Pitner, 4364 Avon Drive, La Mesa, Calif. 
92041. Telephone: (714) 461-0244. 

A PILGRIM SERVICE 

The Phoenixville Ecclesia offers a pilgrim service for 
edification of the brethren, to ecclesias and isolated 
individuals. At present, ten brethren are participating 
in the service on weekends and vacation time. 

As brethren are available to serve in specific areas, 
ecclesias and individuals requesting the service are 
notified. 

Ecclesias and isolated individuals desiring the ser-
vice who have not yet notified the sponsoring ecclesia 
are requested to write: Phoenixville Bible Students, 
P.O. Box 79, Kimberton, Pa. 19442. 

II. AIDS IN WITNESSING 
RADIO 

The Divine Plan Radio Program 

Opportunity to publish the Truth by radio is provided 
the brethren throughout the United States and 
Canada. Fifty-seven stations in the United States, and 
four in Canada carry the program weekly. Foreign 
countries where it is heard weekly also, are Ceylon, 
Ireland, Taiwan, Indonesia, and Western Samoa. 

The cost of broadcasting varies widely depending 
upon the power of the station and the population of 
the areas served. The weekly radio visits sustain the 
interest of those hearing the message for the first 
time, which is apparent in the encouraging letters re-
ceived. 

Many who cooperate with the radio witness, adver-
tise the program in their areas by use of the Radio 
Tracts ($15 per thousand). 

For information and participation, write: Fort Worth 

Bible Students, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, Texas 
76106. Telephone: (817) 444-4856. 

Programs in the Polish Language 

A Sunday radio program in the Polish language is 
sponsored by the Polish Bible Students Association, 
P.O. Box 5455, Chicago, Ill. 60680. It is heard weekly 
in fifteen cities of nine states, and brethren desiring to 
have the program aired in other cities may contact the 
sponsors. 

Programs in the Ukrainian Language 

A radio program entitled "Peter and Paul" has been 
broadcast weekly throughout Canada since 1955. To 
date, thirty stations have carried the program includ-
ing thirteen broadcasts over Radio Luxembourg. This 
has provided opportunity to send out various litera-
ture in the Ukrainian, Polish and English languages in 
answer to thousands of requests — which in turn 
have generated still other numerous requests for liter-
ature. 

Brethren may obtain additional information from: 
Walter Hrechuk, 452 Jefferson Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 
R2V ON2, Canada. 

A Program in the Russian Language 

The program "God's Plan" is being beamed weekly to 
Siberia via Radio Station KICY — Nome, Alaska. De-
tails are available from Eddie Bielecki, 20491 Anglin, 
Detroit, Mich. 48234. 

TELEVISION 
The Chicago Bible Students 

A series of thirteen video tapes produced by the 
Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia is available for use by 
other ecclesias on local stations. The programs are in 
color and one-half hour in length. Program titles with 
speakers and literature offered follow: The Lord is Pre-
sent Now, C. Hagensick, 1st Volume magazine; A 
Priesthood for God (Tabernacle), E. Burns, 1st Volume 
magazine; Coming World Government - God's Kingdom, 
A. Miskawitz, 1st Volume magazine; Jubilee Trumpet 
Blows for You and Me, R. Alexander, 1st Volume 
magazine; The Other Half of the Gospel, D. Doran, 1st 
Volume magazine; One World Church, C. Hagensick, 
The Day of God's Wrath; The Bible in Stone, E. Jezuit, 
1st Volume magazine; God's Plan for Man, E. Jezuit, 1st 
Volume magazine; Creation vs. Evolution, G. Tabac, 
Where Are the Dead? and 1st Volume magazine; Por-
traits of Jesus, C. Hagensick, Jesus the World's Savior; 
A World in Turmoil - What is the Way Out?, E. Lorenz, 
1st Volume magazine; Where Are the Dead?, A. Mis-
kawitz, Where Are the Dead?; Israel - Born to Destiny, 
G. Tabac, Time to Favor Zion Is Come. 

For information or scheduling, write the Secretary: 
Chicago Bible Students, George Tabac, 900 Brentwood 
Dr., Bensenville, Ill. 60106. Telephone: (312) 595-0984. 

The Winnipeg Bible Students 

The thirteen programs listed foregoing have been 
converted from 2 inch highband to three-fourth inch 
tape and used by the brethren in Winnipeg. They 
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have produced also a series of their own — thirteen 
programs in English for use on Winnipeg's Channel 9, 
Community television. The channel reaches homes of 
many cable television subscribers. The First Volume 
magazine is offered on all programs. A list of titles 
and other information is available from: Frank 
Boychuk, 263 Moray St., Winnipeg, Man. R3J 3A4 
Canada. 

Programs in the Ukrainian Language 
Another series of thirteen programs have been pro-
duced by the Ukrainian brethren and televised on 
Channel 9. Information on these is available from Wal-
ter Hrechuk whose address is given under RADIO —
Ukrainian programs. 

Divine Plan Television Program 

This program is televised each Sunday morning over 
KTVT (Channel 11). In addition to the Fort Worth-
Dallas area, it reaches over 150 cities and towns in five 
states by means of cable at a cost of little more than 
two dollars per town. 

In San Francisco, California the program is televised 
every Wednesday evening over Viacom Cablevision at 
eight. 

Modern Talking Picture Service continues to use the 
program on a number of stations at a cost of twenty-
five dollars a showing. The following report from this 
Service points up its potential: From the start of book-
ings (about two years) through September 1976, 
twenty-one pictures have been televised 194 times to 
an estimated audience of 8,155,400 viewers. 

Arrangements have been made with Modern to use 
two of the programs on seventy-five Cable TV sys-
tems throughout 1977, for a total of 300 showings, 
reaching many parts of the country. 

There are thirty-seven pictures now available and 
the Lord's direction is being sought for the conversion 
of other programs to 2-inch.highband tape. 

FILMS 

Three television programs of the series produced by 
the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia have been con-
verted to 16mm film, and can be shown with a con-
ventional 16mm projector. They are available to 
ecclesias for public talks, home gatherings, and other 
uses. The titles: 

"Israel Born to Destiny" 	"Portraits of Jesus" 
"Creation vs. Evolution" 

Films may be scheduled or other information ob-
tained from: Tom Hack, 933 W. Peacedale Ct., Plain-
field, Ill. 60544. 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL MODELS TO LEND 
Scale models of the "Tabernacle in the Wilderness" 
and "The Great Pyramid" are available for public ef-
forts to ecclesias or individuals. For information write: 
Lundquist Religious Exhibits, Inc., 29 Mt. Pleasant 
Ave., Wallington, N.J. 07057. 

AID FOR COLPORTEURS 
The "Scriptures Studies Colporteur Fund" is under 
the supervision of three ecclesias. Its Committee 
stands ready to help every consecrated person that 
can give full time to house to house canvassing—by 
buying the Scripture Studies, Mannas, "Where Are the 
Dead?" etc. and donating them to the colporteurs to 
sell at the designated price. The proceeds are to be 
used toward their expenses. 

Brethren everywhere are urged to measure their 
time.and divert a portion from life's cares to devote to 
this blessed service. 

In addition, the Committee will advance fifty dol-
lars a month toward living expenses, to anyone while 
engaged in the work. Where possible it is preferable to 
work with, or near an Ecclesia to follow-up any inter-
est generated. 

Those who can give part-time to canvassing or 
follow-up of an ecclesia's interested ones, may have at 
no charge all the "Studies" they can use. The purpose 
of all colporteuring or back calls, is to bring the in-
terested person to the ecclesia's meetings. 

The Committee suggests that consideration be 
given to the methods used in earlier years. Truth 
families can encourage and help their consecrated 
children to give at least part of their time to spreading 
the Gospel. Others can open their hearts and homes 
to those so engaged, and thus share the blessing. 
Having a home to return to each evening, can make a 
colporteur's day. 

Those interested in entering the colporteur service, 
either full or part time, are urged to contact: Colpor-
teur Fund Committee, 404 W. 31st Street, Wilmington, 
Del. 19802. Telephone: (302) 764-8921. 

THE DIVINE PLAN JOURNAL 
The Divine Plan radio and television programs have 
generated a widespread public interest, and frequent 
inquiries are received for a magazine. 

The Fort Worth Texas Ecclesia now publishes a 
monthly journal (beginning November, 1976) as a 
means of fostering this interest. Its articles are 
selected from the writings of Pastor Russell, and its 
twenty-four pages also contain the complete Radio 
Broadcast schedule; a list of literature available, and a 
selection of letters from interested listeners. 

The Divine Plan Journal is supported by voluntary 
contributions, and brethren who wish to receive it 
may request it. For public interest the journal's 
monthly visit provides a follow-up on a regular basis. 

Address inquiries for information to: Fort Worth 
Bible Students, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, Texas 
76106. Telephone: (817) 444-4856. 
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