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The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the

Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton, Ohio. It is published
as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in
the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as
revealed by our returned Lord through His faithful and
wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell; and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows, and other of the
Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information,
other than doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible
Students who believe as aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to
submit authentic information for publication. News
items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their
accuracy.
Deadline to submit material for the JUNE issue of the
Newsletter is May 1.
Greetings in the Lord:

In this issue the work in Japan is reviewed, and also the
efforts of a number of colporteurs working on the
domestic scene in 1975. Activity in the Lord's service is
the privilege of all footstep followers who rejoice not
only to tell the glorious message, but who are willing
that the telling shall cost them something. May the
approaching memorial of our Lord's death bring
renewed opportunities to demonstrate this love and
loyalty to Him, and also to His brethren as well. "Bear
ye one another's burdens and thus fulfill the law of
Christ." Gal. 6:2
THE MEMORIAL SUPPER

Tuesday, April 13—after six o'clock
"For I have received of the Lord that which also I
delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night
in which he was betrayed took bread: and when he had
given thanks, he brake it, and said, 'Take, eat: this is
my body, which is broken for you; this do in
remembrance of me.' " 1 Cor. 11:23,24
INDIANA-OHIO ECCLESIAS
2ND REGIONAL CONVENTION
June 15-19, 1976

The Convention was originally planned for mid-July
but was changed to mid-June (one of two dates
available) after the Earlham College Trustees ruled to
close down its campus for the month of July in an
economy effort.

1976

An innovation this year will be the general tract
distribution for the public meeting, on June 14, the day
before the convention sessions begin. All the brethren
are invited to participate and those desiring to do so are
requested to contact the Tract Captain in advance, if
possible, so he will know the number of helpers to
count on. His name will be given in the Convention
Program which will be sent to all Newsletter readers by
late April.
For the convenience of the brethren, the dormitories
will be available when registration begins on June 14.
This will provide sleeping accommodations for all who
can come to participate in the tracting, and for those
who come early for fellowship and rest.
The topic chosen for the public meeting is, "Proclaim
Liberty Throughout the Land" (Lev. 25:10)
ENTERED INTO REST
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labors; and their works do follow them."
Rev. 14:13

• Brother Henry Anderson, Casselberry, Florida, died
in December. He is survived by his wife, Sister Lydia
(587 Queens Mirror Cr. 32707); a daughter, Sister Helen
Jeuck.
• Brother John Banas of the Polish Ecclesia, Chicago,
died February 1, in his 88th year. Survived by his wife,
Sister Stella (5137 N. Kenneth., Chicago, Ill. 60630); a
daughter, Sister Florence Megacz; a grandson, Brother
Joseph Megacz, Chicago, and two granddaughters,
Sister Diane Gebarowski, Chattanooga, Tenn., and
Sister Joanne Clich, Kent, Ohio. His service was
conducted by Brother Edmund Jezuit.
• Sister Sarah Brey of Minot, N. D., died January 7 in
her 85th year. Alone for many years without
fellowship, Sister Brey, although blind and totally
disabled in recent years was cheered and comforted by
the fellowship of Sister Helen Burns and by messages
from the brethren. Surviving are her daughter, Mrs.
Mildred Peterson, 600 7th St., S.E., Minot, ND 58701;
and a granddaughter, Sister Joan Stevick of Devil's
Lake, ND. Her funeral service was conducted by
Brother Frank Boychuk of Winnipeg, Manitoba.
• Sister Esther Culp, Miami, Florida died January 12 in
her 80's, after many years in the Truth.
• Brother Alfred B. Dickey is survived by his wife,
Lucille, both long in the Truth (1228 N. 3rd Ave.,
Upland, Calif. 91786).
• Sister Ella Emerson, in the Truth for many years, died
January 11 at age 88 following a confinement of several
years. She was a sister of the late Sister Jennie Rubin,
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and of Sister Mabel Nielsen who survives her; of
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
• Brother Paul Ferlejewski, finished his earthly course
at 89 years of age on January 30, after a short illness. He
first heard the Truth in Toledo through the Photodrama,
and immediately embraced it. He had been consecrated
for nearly 60 years and was faithful in attendance at the
Detroit Polish class. He is survived by his son, Brother
Peter (3510 Otis, Warren, Mich. 48091); and a daughter,
Sister Rose Niemczak (18937 Murray Hill, Detroit,
Mich. 48235).
• Sister Mary Garry of Saginaw, Michigan died in
December in a nursing home where she was confined
since breaking a hip in September. Sister Garry, a
widow, was consecrated for many years. Brother Henry
Kwolek conducted her funeral service.
• Brother Frank Gorecki, in ill health the past three
years died November 23, at the age of 66 years from
complications following heart surgery. Consecrated for
many years, he is survived by a consecrated family: his
wife, Sister Nellie (28130 James Drive, Warren, Mich.
48092); a son, Robert; two daughters, Sisters Patricia
Nemesh, and Lois Austin.
• Brother Morris Kane, Sr. consecrated since 1923,
died January 25 after a long illness. He is survived by
his wife, Sister Laura (Chesapeake City, Md. 21915); a
son, Brother Morris, Jr.; two daughters, Sisters Marjorie
Gale and Grace Poore; two granddaughters, Sisters Joan
Murphy and Patty Wadkins. Brother Peter Kolliman
conducted the funeral service.
• Sister Rose Kupski, Detroit, Mich., died February 9 in
her 90th year after 50 years in the Truth. She is
survived by a son; Brother Thaddeus, of California, and
a daughter, Sister Sophie Adams of Arizona.
• Sister Nellie Matusz (Pleasantville, N.J.) in the Truth
since 1918, finished her course December 6 at 80 years
of age. The consecrated members of her family
surviving are: her husband, Brother Matusz; two
daughters, Sisters Berenice Gray of Bronx, N.Y., and
Helen Gau of Pomona, N.J.; a grandson, Brother Robert
Gray of Freehold, N.J.
• Brother Frank A. Powell of West Middlesex, Pa., died
January 18 at 89 years, ending a consecrated walk of 65
years. Of his eight surviving children several have an
appreciation of the Truth but none is consecrated.
Brother Marion Schrock conducted his funeral service.
• Brother John Richardson died at Auburn,
Washington February 12 after a lingering illness. He is
survived by his wife, Sister Anna Mae, and a son,
Brother Alan. (P.O. Box 30252, Denver, Colorado
80230.
• Brother Ray Spielman of the Toledo, Ohio Ecclesia,
died at 60 years of age on January 1st (his wife's
birthday), following a long illness. His wife, Sister
Adalene (1132 Hugo, Maumee, Ohio 43547); and
daughter, Sister Marilyn Facker of Portland, Oregon
survive him. Brother Lauren Stewart conducted his
funeral service.
Death itself is powerless to touch us until God's
time for us shall have come. R. 5546

NEW BRETHREN IN CHRIST

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?" Romans 6.3
Immersed at Chicago, Illinois, January 3, 1976—
From the New Albany, Indiana Ecclesia:
Sister Sarah Easton
Brother O.B. Elbert
Both learned of the Truth through Brother David
Doran.
From the Jersey City Ecclesia:
Sister Lori Weeks, daughter of Brother Al and Sister
Jean.
From the Ecclesia of Metropolitan Detroit:
Sister Cheryl Ryba, daughter of Brother Ed and
Sister Sophie.
Immersed November 2, 1975—
From the Northwest Detroit Ecclesia:
Brother Norman Pedlar, was introduced to the
Truth by Brother Jim Schucker, a co-worker.
AFFLICTED, BEREAVED,
AND ISOLATED BRETHREN

We may need an acquaintance with pain, or to come
into perplexity and almost to want, in order to have
needful experience, or testing, or chastisement. - R2009
• Brother Vivian and Sister Bety Bateson (100
Harborne St., Wembley, 6014 West Australia) wish to
express their appreciation for the loving concern and
encouraging messages from the brethren. They regret
their inability to reply to all of them.
• Sister Linda Beck, Upland, California, suffered broken
bones in a fall and is confined to a rest home. Her
husband, Brother Clyde, is able to be with her for a
good portion of each day. Her home address is 1565 W.
Arrow Highway, Space 11-A, 91786.
• Sister Helen Boerner, 8235 Wisner Ave., Detroit,
Mich. 48234, is bereaved by the death of her husband,
Earl, on November 18.
• Sister Mary Jane Burns, and Brothers Robert Davis
and Richard Doctor, in Japan for six months, are
isolated from their brethren by an ocean, and from the
people they have gone to serve by a language barrier.
However, a small door to those already interested in the
Truth is provided in the person of Sister Junko Kamada
whose service as interpreter to the Hamlins and now to
these brethren, is invaluable. These all, including Sister
Junko who is somewhat isolated for most of the year,
would be cheered and encouraged to hear from their
brethren here and elsewhere around the world. Their
address: Zushi Nagira Hotel, 2-10-18 Shinguku Zushi,
T249, Zushi, Japan.
• Brother Robert Chastain,R.R. 1, Box 167, Flat Rock,
Ind. 47234, wishing to express appreciation to the
brethren and to inform of his condition writes as
follows:
"Sister Edna and I wish to express our sincere
gratitude to the many brethren (both individuals and
ecclesias) who have responded to our needs and
ministered to us during this current experience. Your
many cards, letters, phone calls, etc. have been so
helpful to us.
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"I entered the hospital in December for what we
thought was colitis. Extensive tests revealed a tumor in
the lower colon, and some liver involvement. After
limited surgery (but not corrective) the surgeon had
nothing to offer except Chemotherapy. Knowing the
tremendous side effects usual with this treatment, we
could not consent to it. Seeking the Lord's will and
guidance, He marvelously led us step-by-step to the
non-toxic metabolic therapy, utilizing various vitamins
and enzymes, and employing Vitamin B-17 known as
Laetrile.
"Since the Lord has given us these experiences we
are endeavoring to learn the spiritual lessons in them.
He has eased our burden considerably through the help
of the brethren. We continue to appreciate our
privileges and hope to be worthy of the trust He has
placed in us. Please continue to pray for us; we are
thankful to the Lord for your prayers which have
sustained us, and assure all of an interest in our daily
petitions at the Throne of Grace."
' Brother Charles Foulk, R.D. 2, Box 673, New
Wilmington, Pa. 16142, is now isolated by the death of
Brother Frank Powell of West Middlesex, the only
other consecrated person in his community.
'Brother and Sister Walter Hake, Colonial Manor
Nursing Home, Abbotsford, Wis. 54405, are ill and
isolated.
• Brother S. Kempinski, 7857 Chase Road, Dearborn,
Mich. 48126, an elder in the Polish Ecclesia of Detroit,
was hospitalized with a mild stroke, but is home now
coping with its impairments.
• Sister Cecilia Krause, 395 Virginia Lane, Algonac,
Mich. 48001, a shut-in writes: "I am indeed happy to be
included on your mailing list for the Newsletter. It is a
joy to behold the familiar faces, especially the sons and
daughters of those dear to my heart. It means so much
to one who is isolated to have contact with the brethren
of like-faith . . . even without any reward, having the
knowledge of the Truth and Brother Russell's precious
findings is a blessing in itself. I'm so proud that my
parents were so blessed to find the Truth. The simple
fact of having the peace of mind is such a precious
thing. May the Lord bless you all for your service
rendered to us shut-ins."
• Brother Henry Markus, 8573 East Outer Drive,
Detroit, Mich. 48231, was hospitalized early in January
for a gall bladder operation, and will return to the
hospital in April or May for heart surgery.
• Sister Barbara Millin, 16923 Labrador St., Sepulveda,
Calif. 91343, long suffering with a chronic ailment is
some improved and able to move about more easily
now. She is the wife of Brother Leon, an elder in the
East Los Angeles Ecclesia.
• Sister Rosalie Palicki (Mrs. Florian), 7921
Middlepointe St., Dearborn, Mich. 48126, was in the
hospital for ten days at the time of the Chicago
Convention. Her condition responded to dietary
treatment and she was able to avoid surgery.
• Sister Violet M. Riedel, 70 South Burnet St., Apt. 1-T,
East Orange, N.J. 07018, a member of the Paterson Class
for years, is now isolated and desiring fellowship.
• Brother V. Ruthowski, 5494 Williamson Ave.,
Dearborn, Mich 48126, is hospitalized with a
compound fracture of the leg.

• Sister Ethel Scott, 815 N. 6th, Kennedy Apts.,
Steubenville, Ohio 43952, is at home following a
hospital confinement, but enduring the discomforts of a
chronic ailment.
• Sister Eva Siesky, of Connelsville, Pa., is very ill and
in the care of her granddaughter, Sister Cathy Coffman,
319 Kell Lane, Connellsville, Pa. 15425.
'Brother Bill Smyth, (66 Cornhill St., Chatham, Ont.
N7L 1M7) is recovering at home following spinal
surgery.
• Brother Peter A. Soyer, 6640 Peach Ave., Van Nuys,
Calif. 91406, hospitalized for some time, returned to his
home, then suffered a fall at home and is now in a
nursing home.
• Brother Karl Wesolowski of the Polish Ecclesia of
Detroit is in the hospital due to a heart attack. His
address is not available at this time.
• Brother Kenneth Williams, 726 Hubert Drive, St.
Louis, Mo. 63125, underwent surgery on January
27th—the second time within a year. He is making a
good recovery. Brother Williams is an elder in the Bible
Students Ecclesia of St. Louis.
'Brother and Sister Wallace Wnorowski of the
Orlando Florida Ecclesia, are in poor health, and Sister
Wnorowski is in the hospital. Both were consecrated
from Brother Russell's day, and Brother Wallace served
widely as a pilgrim in Poland and France.
• A Brother in Prison Brother R.M. writes from an
undisclosed prison location (a letter read at the New
Year's Convention in Chicago):
"Thank you for your letter and words of
encouragement. Being incarcerated is never pleasant
but it is always more tolerable when one knows he is
not forgotten by his Christian brothers and sisters. I do
wish I could be present with you for Bible discussion in
convention but I am always with you in a spiritual
sense, and God willing we will meet some day—if not
in the Gospel age, then in the Millennial age. At times I
tend to get depressed over my present restriction but
always find it uplifting at these times to read the Bible
or some of the publications supplied for me by Bro.
Webster.
"I also think how fortunate I am that God's holy
Spirit reached me even here and brought me to an
accurate knowledge of his Divine Plan. After being
sentenced to 20 years for armed robbery, I was on the
verge of attempting suicide when I happened to come
across Pastor Russell's Studies in the Scriptures in the
prison library. This eventually changed my whole life
and way of thinking. I Sam. 3:18 indicates that God in
his infinite wisdom and foresight knows better than we
what is best for us. I feel this was certainly true in my
case because I never attended church or read the Bible
prior to my imprisonment. If I had not come to prison I
would likely still be leading a life of crime, oblivious to
God's Word. I also derive many benefits and
satisfactions from my prison job as a Braille transcriber.
This job consists of reproducing school text books into
Braille for blind students and is one of the few really
constructive job opportunities available to inmates. I
look forward to God's coming righteous new order
when the eyes of the physically blind will be literally
opened, and the eyes of the spiritually blind will be
symbolically opened to the full scope and majesty of
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God's love for us; when there no longer will be a need
for prisons; and all races and nationalities will live
together in unity and harmony. Even though I earn only
pennies a day from my prison wages I derive more
satisfaction from these modest earnings than from any
amount I ever stole. Now I truly know the meaning of
Eph. 4:28; 'Let him that stole, steal no more.' My chief
disappointment is my limitation in fellowship and
spreading God's Word to others, but if it is the Lord's
will this situation will be rectified. However, I make it a
point not to take anything for granted or plan ahead for
parole or anything else—James 4:13,15. In closing let
me thank you for your concern and interest. If you
would like to use this letter as a testimonial than feel
free to do so. If it can serve a useful purpose in bringing
even one individual a little closer to God, then it will be
well worth it. Rest assured of my Christian love and
prayers, Agape." R.M.
As a result of this letter, brethren in the Los Angeles
area obtained permission to put Sets of Volumes in all
five divisions of the City Jail system. It can be done.
The prisoner then wrote a subsequent letter in which
he said, " I had hope when I got out to be able to make
good to my family the disgrace that I have brought
upon them. It seems that they were out driving on the
Interstate when a drunken driver hit them, knocking
them over the embankment and all were killed
instantly—mother, father, and sister. So that is no
longer possible."
He wrote again to the brethren—the only family he
now has left. It seems that the drunk driver was
imprisoned to await trial in the same prison as this
brother. He asked for prayers that he might have the
strength of character to go to this poor fellow, tell him
who he is, and that he bears no resentment against him,
and then give him a witness of the kingdom.
Since that time he wrote again, "I have been studying
about the high calling but I cannot consider that, as I
am not worthy." The sister who replied to his letter
said, in essence: "No, you certainly aren't, and neither
are we." This prisoner is now our brother in Christ!
(Recently he broke an arm and a leg.)
A Fiftieth Anniversary

Brother William and Sister Vickie Simcek (5555 S.
Newland Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60638), members of the
Chicago Polish Ecclesia, will celebrate their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on April 15. They are the parents
of Sister Ruth Szczesny.
Reprint Omission

When the Watch Tower magazines were reprinted in
1919, the type was re-set permitting errors and
omissions in the text. Some of these were overlooked
by the proofreaders and occasionally are discovered by
a comparison with the original Watch Tower
publications. Such is the following omission brought to
our attention:
Reprint page 2918, Col. 2, Par. 1, line 9: "And it being
upon the door signifies that all who were within that
door were trusting in the blood, were under its
efficacious merit."

HARVEST EFFORTS
Scripture Studies Colporteur Report

Following is a condensed report of colporteur activities
in 1975:
"A number of younger brethren have been
colporteuring—several in the New England area, one in
Jackson, Michigan, and three on the west coast of
Canada. They have used ingenious methods for making
a living, requiring books only, from the Colporteur
Fund.
"During March, April and May the David Dorans in
Louisville shared their home with Sisters Ruth Koterba
and Joy Suraci who spent a busy and profitable time
there. In the course of their work, they met many who
were groping for the Lord—in calls, back-calls, home
studies and discussions, and comforting those who
mourn (a mother whose child had been killed by a car
before her eyes, following their first call at her home).
Their visits with the J.W. people they met and the clash
of ideas were interesting too. They report 267 First
Volumes placed during this visit. And recently three
young people there have consecrated their lives to the
Lord.
"The summer months were spent, as guests of Sister
Rose Henning, working in West Salem, Ashland and
nearby areas of Ohio. They were joined for a time by
Sister Claudia Roguski of Phoenix, and Sister Sue
Winske of Grand Rapids. As interest mounted in
Ashland, they hired a hall and had a successful public
meeting which Brother David Doran addressed. The
results are still to be told as the Akron class picked up
from there...
"At the same time, Sister Donna Weeks and Sister
Dawn Mali were giving the year to colporteuring,
starting in Freehold, New Jersey where they were
guests in the home of the Robert Grays. There they
helped with follow-up work (a book on the shelf
doesn't accomplish much, but personal interest shown,
and study are most essential).
"Their next months were spent at Spencertown, New
York where they helped with the Fair witness and a
public meeting on the Pyramid which Brother August
Tornquist addressed. The interest was keen, and the
question session following was as long as the discourse.
The Arthur Luces provided a home for the girls while
there.
"One thing all the girls have learned in common: it
seems that people do not speak our language, so we
must try to understand theirs.
"Sisters Ruth and Joy have gone to Chicago to help
with a research project and are guests of the Carl
Hagensicks; Sisters Dawn and Donna, to Albuquerque
to spend the winter months with the Larry Schneiders;
Brother Robert Davis, from colporteuring to Japan. And
so the Lord continues to lead.
"An acceleration of the work in 1976 is anticipated
and we pray that the Lord will send reapers into his
field. In the past, most efforts seem to have been
confined to the larger cities, but this year's experiences
show that interest in the message can be found in
smaller towns and rural areas as well. . . .
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"It is a privilege to watch this work from the
sidelines while doing our best to help and encourage
each one. That is something each class can do with
their own follow-up of the people whose names have
been acquired through literature requests, attendance of
meetings, etc.
"All participants in this effort have had rich and
varied experiences, and the loving kindness of dear
ones of the Lord's family have provided the means to
make this past summer's activity possible, and to lay a
reserve for the next, if the Lord of the Harvest so
decrees.
Contributions from individuals
and classes
$3,602.88
Expended: Incidental aid
to Colporteurs
1,350.00
Expended: For Books and
booklets (as follows)
705.03
73 Sets of Scripture Studies; 750 Volume I (cloth);
635 Volume I (paper); 4 Volume I (Spanish); 2
Volumes—Studies in the Scriptures (7-in-1); 10
Tabernacle Shadows; 10 Mannas; 160 "Where Are
the Dead?"; 100 "Truth about Hell."
"All cannot colporteur but all can pray for those who
are learning through the Lord's leadings, the needs of
the world, and the problems to be solved by the
Kingdom. Surely our vision of Peace for all of Adam's
race is the greatest thing we have this side the Veil!"

Anyone desiring information regarding financial
assistance to engage in the colporteur work may write
Brother Peter Kolliman, 404 W. 31st St., Wilmington,
Del. 19802.
The Work In Japan

Brother Homer Hamlin's report reviews the witness
effort in Japan from its inception. However, limited
space required abbreviations of the text.
"This may be our final report from Japan in that other
brethren have now arrived to carry on with the
Japanese witness work. . . .
"On our first voyage to Japan in 1971, we discussed
the possibilities of our witness in a land with a very
strange language, very different customs and culture,
and a Christian population estimated at about one
percent of the total 110 million Japanese. We then
agreed that if the Lord was calling just one or two
grains of wheat among that nation, all efforts would be
worthwhile... .
"Our first six months stay convinced us that it was
barely a beginning. Mr. Ishikawa had come a few times
to our meetings, and Yutaka was a regular; about a
month before we left, a quiet young lady named Junko
began to attend our meetings. The WORD OF LIFE
Press had canceled our advertisements in their
magazine because we were teaching the "errors" that
Jesus was a man and not God; that hell was a condition
and not a place of torment; that man was a living soul

and not the possessor of an immortal soul. In our
two-hour discussion with their representative (a
theology graduate) he quoted one scripture, and that
was from the spurious part of Mark 16. . . .
"Returning in the fall of 1972 .. . we visited Murakami
twice and held Bible studies in the church both times,
with the approval of Rev. Sekihara. In the course of two
years he asked for 47 Japanese first volumes, and
distributed several hundred radio booklets. His church
of some 30 members, is the only Christian church in a
city of 30,000 people. Among his members are Mrs.
Togashi, who has a clear understanding of the Ransom;
and Mrs. Nakayama, age 75 from the nearby village of
Ohsuda, where for over 60 years she has been the only
Christian.
"We also went to Tosu, on the western island of
Kyushu and met Rev. Yoshitomi. He had read the
Japanese first volume as a youth, and when we met
him, he had read through the reprinted first volume
several times in just a few months. He . . . meets all
kinds of people with the greatest ease . . . an important
factor in the witness in Kyushu.
"During this second stay we arranged to move the
radio programs from Tokyo to Osaka, Sapporo, and
Kyushu for six months in each location. The response
was minimal. However, the interest in our Tokyo
meetings was fairly good, with as many as nine
Japanese coming to our weekly meetings. .. .
". .. We mailed out over 400 first volumes to most of
the Protestant ministers in the Tokyo area. There were a
few "thank you" cards but no continuing response.
"Our third trip, for three weeks in March, 1974 was
primarily to evaluate the situation, and determine if
someone should return for another six month
period. . .. It was our determination that someone
should return, and continue the witness especially
among those who had responded to our earlier
witness.. . . Since nobody else was able to go, Sister
Grace and I went back in September 1974.. . . During
this time, there were some significant developments.
Tetsuo had quit his job to attend Kobe Bible College;
Shigeo . . . had moved to a job some distance from
Tokyo; Rev. Sekihara of Murakami had found that he
didn't agree with Bible chronology, nor with our beliefs
in the holy Spirit; and Rev. Yoshitomi had begun to
grasp more and more of the Truth. The result: we were
no longer welcome to conduct Bible studies in
Murakami church, but Mrs. Togashi and two or three
others continued to believe in the Truth, and to seek for
a better understanding of the Bible; our Tokyo-Zushi
group was reduced to Junko, Mr. Ishikawa, Yutaka,
and sometimes Takako, a young college girl. Tetsuo
was puzzled that we were not enthused with his going
to Bible College, while he found himself becoming
confused with nominal doctrinal teachings. . Rev.
Yoshitomi began to bring more and more people to our
meetings in Kyushu.... Most, but not all of those
interested were young college-age people. And so we
stayed over until early April, making a total of four
trips to Kyushu in all, for an accumulative 20 days.
Tetsuo ... translated for us on two of these trips. .. . He
is dedicated to the Lord ... but says he does not have the
holy Spirit. He seems to feel that anyone who calls
himself a Christian, is a Christian. To us he is a
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prominent example of one who cannot bring himself to
"come out of her," and evidently he will never receive
the holy Spirit until . . . he makes the break with
Babylon.
"On our last trip to Kyushu . . . we had a visit from a
Miss Kazuko Kuroda. . . . Her response to the promises
of the Bible was very gratifying, and she has since
indicated her desire to consecrate her life to the Lord.
Through her, another young woman . . . has become
interested in the Truth. In all, there were 19 or 20
people who attended our meetings in Kyushu during
that stay.
". . The need for continued witnessing in Japan
was evident when we left in April, 1975. However, we
felt that the time had come for others to take over. . .we
did not want the Japanese brethren to become
dependent on our way of presenting the Truth, and we
were beginning to feel the strain of living away from
home. . . .
"By this time it had become plain to us that a definite
trend had set in. Although the total responses to radio,
secular and religious magazine witness was over 2,000,
there had been a tapering off, until interest was almost
zero. Our Asahi Journal and Retirement magazine ads
brought 260 requests for first volumes, but no
continuing interest. . . . Six months of radio
broadcasting in Sapporo, Osaka, and Kyushu, brought
almost no response. . . . But, as this negative trend
developed, interest in Kyushu continued to mount,
solely through the personal witness of Rev.
Yoshitomi. . .. He invites people to our meetings, Junko
translates, and we give the lessons. It is a tribute to him
that he wants us to conduct the studies, because he is
humble enough to realize that he still doesn't have
enough of the Truth, to present a complete picture... .
He asked us to prepare a study, emphasizing the fact
that "soul" is the living being, and not a separate
immortal thing, as taught by 90% of religions. He hopes
to put such a study into booklet form for distribution to
Japanese ministers. . . .
"Junko, you know by report. She shows all the signs
of consecration. . . . Her devotion to the Lord, her love,
advice, and help are wonderful . . . she wrote Dec. 16,
'Do you remember my expression that you should
come back to take care of your seeds you sowed? Now I
can say with confidence that some of the seeds have
sprouted firmly after all your sincere striving and
sacrifices for the precious Truth.'
"Mr. Ishikawa, who deserves to be called our brother,
has been a great encouragement to us, as one by one, he
has given up the 'Dark Ages' errors, and joyfully
accepted the Truths of the Bible. It has been a long
road, and a lengthy search for him, but finding the
Truth has been the greatest experience of his life. As we
met together on our final day in Zushi, he arose and
said in English, 'God had sent me Mr. and Mrs. Hamlin
and Sister Junko, and you had spoken the secrets of
Bible through five years for me. I had understood the
secret of Bible. Now I am burning with hope to world to
come. I have no words to thank you enough. . .
"Several have asked, 'How many consecrated ones in
Japan?' Our reply ... the Lord knows. The subject of
consecration has been discussed many times; however,
we have carefully avoided an aggressive attitude on

this, and other matters. It has taken a long time to cover
a given amount of Truth; we are not sure that the Lord
will require the same depth of knowledge among these
dear ones, as of those who live in America, who speak
the same language, and have access to many helps, and
many brethren to assist in learning. For example, Mrs.
Nakayama . . . the sole Christian in her community of
300 . . . believes that the Lord called her to have eternal
life, and that the Lord sent us to give her a better
knowledge of truth.
.. On our last trip to Kyushu, we spent the morning
witnessing to a Mrs. Morita. Her main concern was that
she was unworthy to be accepted by the Lord, even
though she wanted to serve and please Him. After we
explained that all mankind were unworthy, and that
the Ransom sacrifice of our Lord was for the purpose of
making us acceptable, she expressed herself thus, 'This
is a momentous day; this is the most important day of
my life!' We are sure that this kind of faith will not go
unnoticed by the Lord.
"In a review of those who -have shown continuing
interest during the current year, we find there are about
40 Japanese. We think of the Apostle's words: 'I have
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.'
(1 Cor. 3:6) Whatever increase there is, will be from the
Lord, for which we are truly thankful.
"And now as Brother Robert Davis, Brother Richard
Doctor, and Sister Mary Jane Burns carry on this work,
we pray the Lord will bless, guide.and direct them, to
the end that our Japanese brethren will continue to
grow in grace and in the Truth."
The Divine Plan Program

The Fort Worth Bible Students, sponsors of the Divine
Plan programs on radio and television, address their
co-laborers in Christ.
"Grace unto you, and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. We give thanks to God and the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for
you." (Col. 1:2,3)
"It is with thankful hearts that we express our
appreciation for the privilege of being co-laborers
together. .. . As we see the social, political, financial
and religious problems facing the world, it seems that
the time is short for the consecrated to make their
calling and election sure.
"The recent postal strike in Canada made us
conscious of our privileges of using the mail systems.
With our post office in this country in financial
difficulty, we wonder how long we will have the
present privileges of corresponding with each other by
mail and using this marvelous way of sending truth
literature to others.
"January marks the beginning of the 4th year of
broadcasting 'The Divine Plan Program' by radio. At
the present the old, old story of present truth goes forth
each week worldwide over more than 50 stations. More
than 150 radio programs have been recorded.
"This month will mark the beginning of the 3rd year
since the first 'Divine Plan TV Program' was taped.
Now there are 26 different subjects in color recorded on
2" highband tapes. Two programs are available in 3/4"
cassette tapes. The program has been used on a few
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stations on a paid as well as a public service basis. One
TV station gave public service time which probably
would have cost more than $3,600. on a paid basis. In
addition a number of stations contacted by Modern
Talking Pictures, Inc. have televised the program. A
reasonable fee is paid to Modern for this service. They
estimate that from the time they started using the
program until November 10, 1975, it has had
approximately 4,323,600 viewers.
"May we during the time left us on this side the veil,
individually and collectively use the many privileges
faithfully of sharing the Truth with others. May each
experience in the narrow way prepare us for a place in
the body of Christ which will make it possible for us to
be associated with our Lord in the grand and glorious
work of uplifting and blessing the groaning creation."
The Divine Plan on Television
Each Sunday at 9 a.m. "The Divine Plan" is telecast on
KTVT, and Modern Talking Pictures continues to use
the program on various stations throughout the
country. Local stations might televise the program on a
public service basis if it were callled to their attention.
In addition to the 2" highband tapes now in use, some
3/4" cassette tapes for television are also available. For
information or suggestions: Fort Worth Bible Students,
P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76106
Scripture Studies Volume
An order has been placed to reprint Studies in the
Scriptures (6 Volumes and Tabernacle Shadows in
one). The books remaining of the old printing are $3.75
postpaid. Orders received after April 15 will be filled at
the new price, $4.75 postpaid. Send orders to Fort
Worth Bible Students, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX
76106
Radio Broadcast Schedule—Each Sunday
Ala.
Ark.
Ariz.
Calif.
Colo.
Fla.
Ill.
Ind.
Ky.
La.
Mich.
Miss.
Mo.
N.C.
N.D.
N.J.
N.Y.
Ohio

Bessemer
Mobile
Jacksonville
Rogers
Phoenix
Los Angeles
San Francisco
Longmont
Sebring
Tampa
Chicago
Evanston
Greensburg
Greensburg
Hammond
Louisville
Louisville
Lake Charles
Jackson
South Haven
Jackson
Waynesboro
Kansas City
St. Louis
Hendersonville
Minot
Camden
Niagara Falls
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbus
Columbus
Dayton

WYAM
WMOO
KGMR
KAMO
KASA
KMAX
KAFX
KLMO
WJCM
WINQ
WEFM
WOJO
WTRE
WTRE
WJOB
WHAS
WFIA
KLCL
WKHM
WJOR
WRBC
WABO
WHB
KXEN
WHKP
KCJB
WTMR
WHLD
WCLU
WERE
WMNI
WMNI
WONE

1450
9:45 a.m.
1550
9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1500
1390
10:30 a.m.
1540 Sat. 7:45 a.m.
107.1 FM Sat. 8:45 a.m.
1100 Sat. 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1060
960
10:00 a.m.
1010
10:15 a.m.
99.5 FM
7:45 a.m.
105.1 FM
7:45 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
1330
107.3 FM
9:30 a.m.
1230
8:45 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
840
12:30 p.m.
900
1470
8:00 a.m.
9:35 a.m.
970
8:30 a.m.
940
9:45 a.m.
1300
12:15 p.m.
990
7:45 a.m.
710
10:15 a.m.
1010
1450
9:30 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
910
800 Sat. 8:15 a.m.
1:45 p.m.
1270
9:00 a.m.
1320
8:15 a.m.
1300
9:00 a.m.
920
9:00 a.m.
99.7 FM
9:00 a.m.
980

Ore.
Pa.

Klamath Falls
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Wilkes Barre
Tenn.
Knoxville
Memphis
Tex.
Dallas
Fort Worth
Houston
Houston
San Antonio
Wichita Falls
Wash.
Bellingham
Seattle
Seattle
Wisc.
Milwaukee
Wy.
Laramie
Can.-Man. Portage
LaPrairie
Can.-Sask. Melfort
Can.-Ont. St. Catharine
Ceylon
Sri Lanka
Europe
Isle of Man
Republic of China
Western Samoa
Indonesia

KLAD
WIBF
WARO
WILK
WBIR
KWAM
KNUS
KFJZ
KIKK
KIKK
KMAC
KWFT
KOQT
KBLE
KBLE
WYLO
KOWB
CFRY
CJVR
CHSC
MANX
Taipei
Djakarta

960
104 FM
540
980
1240

990
98.7 FM
1270
650
95.7 FM
630
620
1550
1050
93.3 FM
540
1290
920

10:15 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:45 a.m.
6:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
12:20 p.m.
7:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
11:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

1420
1220

7:30 p.m.
8:15 a.m.
Mon. 6:30 a.m.
188 m. Mon. 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Radio Tracts for the "Divine Plan Program" are
available at $12. per thousand postpaid.
Responses to the Message

"Rec'd my copy Studies in the Scriptures. Thank you
for the speedy delivery. I was delighted! Is yours a
special organization that teaches the Kingdom etc? If so,
I would be interested in any of your literature. I am
willing to pay for it. I am very interested." (MN)
"I read the booklet The Divine Plan of the Ages last
year. At first I couldn't seem to "get it"; so I put it up
for awhile. (I've noticed it helps sometimes to "Wait"
awhile when I'm so). This late summer I took it up
again and felt I couldn't put it down hardly! At the
bottom of that booklet is a clipping I'm enclosing with
this check for the book Studies in the Scriptures. I liked
The Divine Plan of the Ages and am looking forward to
studying this book." (CO)
"Recently I was in a public waiting room and found a
copy of The Divine Plan of the Ages. I have
tremendously enjoyed reading it. I'd like to inquire
concerning something: quoting, "The way to
immortality has been a way requiring the sacrifice of
the otherwise lawful and proper hopes, ambitions, and
desires—the sacrifice forever of the human nature." Can
a person who in their life loved and received Jesus as
their Saviour, but never heard this message, though
they lived to the best of their ability in the light they
had, attain immortality? If not, and God did not reveal
the message to them, does this mean that all who do
not hear the overcoming message fall into the category
of those who are turned over to the adversary for the
destruction of the flesh, in order that the spirit may be
saved? Will all in this life who received the gospel
either be of this group or those who attain immortality?
If so does this mean that those in this age who were not
called out of nominal church order but served there
whether to the fullest they could or only a carnal
believer, are not called to the prize of the high calling
of immortality? I trust you understand my questions.
Please send me two copies of Studies in the Scriptures
and ten of The Divine Plan of the Ages. May God bless
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you and those who work with you in this ministry.
Your sister in Christ." (AR)
"Please send me information about the Divine Plan as
was explained on radio November 9. I liked the
program. It makes a lot of sense. I liked the way it was
explained." (IN)
"Send me the booklet on Christ's Return. Listened to
your message and enjoyed it very much. May the
blessings be yours. A sister in Christ." (OH)
"Kindly send me copies of "The Plan Book" and
"Christ's Return." I am a regular listener of your Divine
Plan broadcast; through radio Sri Lanka. The broadcast
has been a great inspiration and knowledgeable."
(India)
"By coincidence I was listening to the radio over the
Cincinnati station and dialed in part of your discourse
this morning. I was inspired to hear your message
concerning "Israel" just the concluding part which to
me referred to God's (Time Table) or the prophetic
dialog concerning the return of the chosen or covenant
people of Israel, to their native and promised land. The
portion I heard sounded very profound and exotic.
Would be glad to have a copy or excerpt of your
discourse relating to God's prophetic plan and the soon
coming of Israel's kingly potentate, their millennial
king and redeemer, the Prince of Peace. . .. It thrills my
soul when I hear a speaker who can discourse and
manifest the prophetic truth relative to these closing
days of grace. . . ." (PA)
"On November 23, I was listening to KOQT in
Bellingham, Washington and heard your offer. May I
have a copy of your booklet on Evolutionary Theory. I
am teaching a course on Biogeography and could use
this material for giving the other side that Darwin
dominates." (WA)
"Would it be possible to get the Divine Plan book and
any other sermons, and something on the rapture of the
church and the mark of the beast. What do you have in
the way of a home Bible study course and
correspondence courses?" (TX) (This person has since
sent in for Studies in the Scriptures.)
"Dear Sir: I am 24 years of age. I have requested your
"Divine Plan" book and Studies in the Scriptures . . . I
listen to you on WHAS and WRBC (I tape WRBC).
Please send me Where Are the Dead? and "The Truth
About Hell" and your card listing all the stations you
air. Please Rush! I can't tell you how much your
program means to me and my family. Thank you (the
"Truth" seekers) for your material. Keep the truth
coming. P.S. Enclosed is some cash to aid you in your
effort." (TN)
"I hope you will be on TV a long time. God bless you.
I enjoy you on TV every Sunday." (TX)
"I just listened to your radio broadcast and I would
please like you to send me your free copy of the book
"Hope." I was thrilled when I heard your sermon
because last June I lost my brother with cancer and he
was also a minister of God and my Mother has had
such a hard time accepting his death because she
doesn't understand fully what happens to one after
death. When I try to tell her or show her from the Bible
she doesn't really accept my teachings because I have 3
brothers who are . . . church members and they tell her
that our dead brother and her son has died and gone to
heaven; so since I am a woman and of a different faith

than my brothers she doesn't accept my teachings on
death and the resurrection and when I just heard your
radio broadcast it is so much like I believe, I was
thrilled beyond means and that is why I am requesting
the book from you to give my mother. I feel that if
mother could understand about Adamic death and the
resurrection she could have so much to look forward to
and she could accept her son's death with a new hope. I
thank you from the bottom of my heart for this free
copy." (MO)
"I have been listening to your talks on the "Divine
Plan" which comes over radio (Ceylon) Sri Lanka every
Monday morning 6:30 a.m. I have meant many times to
write and ask you to please send the book you offer:
The Divine Plan of the Ages. I am doing so now, and
will be grateful for a copy. . . . Till recently I was a
nominal Christian. Since my husband's death (Oct.
1974) having no one to guide me, I have turned to my
Lord and I have found such peace amidst problems and
cares. I hope to find much to help me in the book you
offer, and will look forward to having-it in-my-hands in
the New Year. I wish you God's blessings in your work
in the radio ministry." (India)
"Dear Friend in Christ: Traveling Sunday to
Binghamton, I heard your message by radio. Because of
its impression, I would like you to send me "The Plan"
of which you spoke. Do you put out a magazine? I've
searched through so many "old friend" magazines for
the truth but all have suddenly gone socialist or are
pleading for the younger generation. This is good, but
those on a higher plane need to keep their "lamps
trimmed" also. P.S. I am a widow of 62. So many
presume I am single or very young. In Christ I am, but
time says I'm 62."(NY)
"After hearing your broadcast, I made a little note to
write and ask for a little booklet you spoke about on
Life after Death, a booklet on Hell. Please, will you send
it to me, and any other good message you might enclose
will be appreciated. I will pass it on to fellows in the
county jail." (NJ)
"Please send me your book Studies in the Scriptures.
We have heard so much about the book and would like
it for our home and would appreciate it if you would
send it. Please bill me to the address at the bottom of
this page." (FL)
"We are thrilled with the one volume edition of
Pastor Russell's six books and will be ordering more
very soon. Would you please send us information on
any other literature you publish so we may include it in
our order." (NE)
"Please send a copy of your famous book Studies in
the Scriptures to my friend . . . in Nigeria. Thank you
very much for all you have done for me in particular
and the world in general. I shall send more names to
you in future. Again thank you for your immense love
and cooperation." (NC)
"I heard your program (1st time) over KFAX and
enjoyed it very much. I do so want to encourage you in
your work . . . would like to have some of your ideas on
the subject: What is the difference between an earthly
kingdom and an heavenly kingdom? I heard the
broadcast last Sat. on Micah 4. I am a minister with a
Greek Testament language background and would like
to exchange some ideas. Please write me and send the
booklet." (Hawaii)
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"I am one of those numerous regular listeners to your
broadcasts over Radio Sri Lanka every Monday
morning. I am enjoying them very much. They are very
encouraging and inspiring. Praise Lord. God bless you
and your ministry for His Glory. Please supply me with
a copy or few copies of The Divine Plan of the Ages and
other literature if any along with Bible study books to
follow your broadcasts for myself, for my family, and
for my patients and others that come to my clinic."
(India)
"I have recently purchased a copy of your
publication Studies in the Scriptures. As head of the
committee of the Bible study classes of our church I see
what a great teaching aid this book would make.
Especially for our senior high school students and the
adults. I am interested in a quotation on the price of
quantity orders of multiples of ten." (OH)
"I would like to have booklets and whatever you can
offer to promote Divine knowledge. I am a seminary
graduate, but still hungry for spiritual knowledge. Your
booklets and further guidances will deeply be
appreciated." (PA)
"Please send me your tract on the danger of spiritism.
I have been going to a church that appears to be
involved in something that leans toward hearing voices
from God through some of its members. Could this be
what your tract refers to?" (IL)
"Praise God for broadcasters like you. Having come
to know Christ late in life has caused me to "eat and
drink" everything Christian I can find. Since my eyes
aren't good for reading, I especially appreciate your
ministry. (My family is un-Christian, so I am not
allowed to help you financially, but I can pray and
witness.) Thank you and God bless you richly." (WA)
"We enjoy your enlightening broadcast." (FL)
"Please send me the free material (Bible readings
about hell). I recently lost my Mother and I have been
praying to God to show me in some way that she was in
Heaven. I believe I was guided to listen to the sermon
that was given Sunday morning. . . . I had got off work
and was listening to my car radio. I started to turn it to
another station—luckily I didn't. I have never
completely believed that there is a hell like most
ministers describe. I cannot believe God would torture
the condemned forever. The way I understand this
sermon is that Mother will be dead until resurrection or
the second coming of Christ. Please give me all the free
material on this subject. Thank you." (TX)
"God bless you all for your efforts in raising the
consciousness of mankind to the truth." (IL)
"Please send me a copy of your book Where Are the
Dead? I am a Sunday school teacher and found your
Sunday sermon very helpful. I listen to you on WHB
Kansas City each Sunday morning and do enjoy your
program very much." (MO)
"We enjoy the spiritual content of your lessons."
(CA)
"We will be thankfully remembering you while
studying the great work about the Word of God. We are
regularly listening Saturdays to your radio program on
KFAX, which helps us a lot by going through the
Bible. . . . God bless and keep your vital program on the
air!" (CA)

GRIT Ad Continues to Draw

The ad in GRIT last March 30th entitled CHRIST
to bring requests for the First
Volume. The Jackson Michigan Ecclesia reports that a
total of 2,195 requests have been received through
1975, with Pennsylvania seemingly most interested in
the subject-273 of the responses (nearly 12 1/2%) were
from that state.
The follow-up mailings to the interested have yielded
38 orders for the volume, Studies in the Scriptures.
RETURNS continues

A Letter to the Interested

In the December, 1975 issue of the Newsletter (page 7)
our brethren in New Brunswick, New Jersey reported
that the largest single source of new members in that
class has been their mailing list, which consists of over
2,300 names accumulated during the past 20 years
through various witness activities. A monthly
Newsletter dealing with doctrine, Christian life, or
current events and prophecy, is sent to all on that list,
and some truth literature offered. Telephone numbers
are furnished for anyone desiring to get in touch with
them. Their Newsletter for January covers a subject of
increasing interest in the churches today, and provides
information the brethren may find helpful in their
witnessing on the subject of Glossolalia and the
Charismatic movement.
BIBLE STUDENTS CONGREGATION
OF NEW BRUNSWICK
(Letterhead)
"Dear Christian Friend,
"No Christian can ignore the many questions raised
by the rapid growth of glossolalia or speaking in
tongues. The growth of the traditional Pentecostal
denominations has been a phenomena of the Twentieth
Century. But in the past twelve years the Charismatic
movement has deeply infiltrated the classical Protestant
churches. Even the heavily guarded precincts of
Catholicism have not been spared. Born-again
Catholics, speaking in tongues, are not uncommon
today. Then, of course, there are the Jesus People and
the Charismatic fellowships springing up on college
campuses across the nation.
"All have a common complaint; namely, the
stagnation and hollowness of the mainline
denominations which have stifled the working of the
holy Spirit in the hearts of the believers. Hence, the
mass exodus from these churches or a revolt within
against the clergy, as these sincere Christians seek to
experience realities of the Christian life. We Bible
Students sympathize with this disenchantment over
churchianity. In 2 Tim. 3:1 5, the Apostle Paul listed
the perilous conditions in the world that would mark
us at the end of the age. Verse 5 describes the masses of
professed Christians today, 'Having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof,' and then Paul adds
'from such turn away.'
"Actually Bible Students were the first in this exodus
from churchianity. Since shortly before the turn of the
century Bible Students have heeded the words of Rev.
18:1 4, and have left the worldly churches of Babylon.
-

-
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Congregations of Bible Students exist throughout the
world.
"Completely independent of other Bible Students
congregations or any man-made headship or creed,
these Bible Students cherish the headship of Christ and
unstifled working of the holy Spirit in their hearts as
they experience the dynamics of the Christian life at the
end of the age.
"Bible Students are keenly aware of the hazards of
fleeing clergy authority. The Christian's wily foe, Satan,
stands ready to divert a good thing. There must be a
final authority to which each standing free in Christ can
turn. This authority cannot be subjective experience as
this would render us too vulnerable to Satan. Thank
God there is such an objective authority, the Bible,
which is to govern and regulate every aspect of the
Christian life. (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2:15) In this spirit we
raise the following scriptural points relative to speaking
with tongues.
"All agree that the tongue speaking recorded in Acts
2:6-11 refers to speaking in foreign languages. When
the disciples received the holy Spirit at Pentecost, they
spoke in foreign tongues. What was the result? Jews
gathered in Jerusalem from many lands heard the
Gospel in their own languages. Tongue speaking today
is not in foreign languages. Rather it takes the form of
ecstatic utterances and it is claimed that the speaking in
tongues discussed in chapters 12-14 of 1 Corinthians
refers not to the foreign languages of Acts 2:6-11, but to
ecstatic utterances.
"However, 1 Cor. 14:21 provides a proof that tongues
as used in 1 Cor. 14 means foreign languages as in Acts
2:6-11. Indeed 1 Cor. 14:21 refers to an Old Testament
prophecy on tongue speaking that was fulfilled in Acts
2:6-11. In connection with saying in 1 Cor. 14:22 that
`tongues are a sign not to them that believe but to them
that believe not,' Paul says in verse 21, 'In the law it is
written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I
speak to this people; and yet for all that they will not
hear me, saith the Lord.' From where in the law or Old
Testament was Paul quoting? Isa. 28:11. (RSV) reads,
'By men of strange lips and alien tongue the Lord will
speak to this people . . . yet they would not hear.'
When were Jews to be spoken to in an alien or
foreign tongue? Verse 4 of Isaiah 28 tells us. 'Therefore
hear the word of the Lord ye scornful men that rule this
people which is in Jerusalem.' The day of Pentecost in
Acts 2:6-11 is the only scripturally recorded time that
unbelieving Jews in Jerusalem heard the Gospel
preached in foreign languages. 1 Cor. 14:21 and Acts
2:6-11 both refer to the same incident. Both use
'tongues' to denote foreign languages. Therefore,
tongues as used in 1 Corinthians, chapters 12-14 are a
reference to foreign languages and not ecstatic
utterances.
"1 Cor. 13:8 in contrasting tongues and the other gifts
of the Spirit with love tells us that tongues shall cease
but love will never fail. Our charismatic friends say,
yes, tongues will cease when the Church is caught up
with Christ. But notice verse 13, 'And now abideth
faith, hope, love, these three, but the greatest of these is
love.' Regardless of how we interpret verses 9-12, verse
13 tells us that faith, hope and love abide after
something ceases. After tongues and the other gifts of

verse 8 cease, then faith, hope and love abide or
continue on. There is a time that faith and hope will
exist after tongues and the other gifts cease. How long
will faith and hope last? Until the Church is united
with Christ in the first resurrection. Then there will be
no need. Faith and hope will end in the reality of being
with Christ. Therefore tongues must cease sometime
before the Church's history on earth ends. But when?
"With the exception of Pentecost, the gifts of the
Spirit were only bestowed on Christians through the
ministry of the Apostles. Acts 8:13-21 makes clear that
even Phillip, though able to perform miracles and
signs, could not confer the gifts of the Spirit but was
obliged to send for Apostles to do this for his converts.
Acts 19:1-6, Rom. 1:11, and Gal. 3:5 also show that only
the Apostles could confer gifts. Shortly after all the
Apostles died, tongues and other gifts would shortly
cease.
"How do we explain the phenomena of tongues
today? It is interesting to note that speaking with
tongues is also a phenomena in many heathen religions
throughout the world today. Certainly this is not the
work of the holy Spirit. Matt. 24:3 & 24 and 2 Thess.
2:9-11 reveal that one of the signs of the end of the
world or age would be miracle working deceptions of
Satan in the Church. This is a possibility which all
Christians should ponder."
Bible Students Congregation
SERVING THE BRETHREN
A Pilgrim Service

The Phoenixville Ecclesia is offering a pilgrim service
to ecclesias and isolated brethren desiring it. At present
pilgrims are serving on a part time basis only. The
following brethren have been selected by the
Phoenixville Class and also have agreed to serve in this
capacity: Brothers Eugene Burns, David Doran, Ralph
Gaunt, Carl Hagensick, Alonzo Jarmon, Arthur Newell,
Albert Sheppelbaum, George Tabac.
Any brethren or ecclesias desiring the services of any
or all of these brethren may write: Phoenixville Bible
Students, P.O. Box 79 Kimberton, Pa. 19442.
Brethren and classes will be notified when itineraries
are made for these brethren and have the option of
accepting or rejecting any service offered.
A Search for Original Truth Songs

Brother Lenny Griehs (627 Andrew, Jackson, Michigan
49202) is considering a project which will require the
cooperation of the brethren. He writes: "I am
undertaking the task of collecting original truth songs,
written because of love for the Truth, by Bible Students.
This is an enormous task, as these songs are spread far
and wide. Therefore, it would help me tremendously if
the Newsletter would spread this message, and
encourage all who have written such songs to contact
me. If the response is good, and an adequate collection
can be obtained, I hope that a book might be published
with copyright. This, I feel would be an
encouragement to the brethren and useful in
witnessing."

•

Page 11

THE DIVINE PLAN FOUNDATION

The following is the Semi-Annual report of the Divine
Plan Foundation, submitted by Brother David Doran,
Secretary-Treasurer:
"Beloved Brethren, coworkers with the Lord,
"This notice has as its purpose the distribution of a
little information concerning the work of the Divine
Plan Foundation. Many brethren have asked
concerning our purpose and projects, and we wish to
keep any informed who may wish to be informed.
"It is the purpose and practice of the Divine Plan
Foundation to engage in witness work activities
normally beyond the ability of an individual ecclesia
and, when requested, to subsidize individual ecclesia
witness efforts. It is a principle of the Foundation not to
violate, but rather to encourage, the divinely appointed
autonomy and superiority of the ecclesia arrangement.
"At present, Foundation projects include: (1) The
preparation and distribution of television films; (2) The
subsidizing of the Fort Worth Ecclesia's "Divine Plan
Program;" (3) The work of strengthening our few
brethren in Japan by engaging with them in fellowship,
in studies of the harvest truths, in literature
preparation, and in the Japanese witness effort; (4) The
broadcasting of the "Divine Plan Program" in China
(Taiwan), Western Samoa, Ceylon, Isle of Man, and
Indonesia; (5) The support of the Jackson, Michigan
Ecclesia in nationwide magazine advertising.
"We have other suggested projects which must yet
await the Lord's opening. These include the possibility
of nationally syndicated newspaper columns and a
pilgrim service.
"If your ecclesia would care to participate in any of
these works, the Foundation would prefer to see them
handled by an ecclesia. Some can be handled more
easily than others. Some could be handled by two or
three small ecclesias working together. Note, for
instance, the per-week cost of the foreign radio
broadcasts:
PER WEEK:
LOCATION:
$15.00
Western Samoa
33.86
Ceylon (reaches well into India)
17.80 & 8% tax
Isle of Man (British Isles)
China (Taiwan—reaches into Mainland China
50.00
and includes the whole 7 station network)
35.00
Indonesia
"These are within the budget of several ecclesias. If
you wish to sponsor such a program, the Divine Plan
Foundation will transfer it to you if you so request.
"We encourage you to investigate free radio program
time in your own localities. It is very simple to inquire
regarding available time. Take an audition tape (which
we or Brother Wilmott can supply), and call on the
Program Manager of the station. Inquire about public
service time the station has available, offering the
audition tape. You may be more successful than you
would suppose, and you will be increasing your work
of spreading the Gospel of the Kingdom.
"If you have ideas for projects which your ecclesia
cannot handle, the Foundation would be happy to
consider them or to help in finding an ecclesia which
could handle the project.

"Attached is a financial statement so that you may
see the monetary disbursements of the Foundation in
recent months.
"Should you wish to be on a regular mailing list from
the Foundation, please write us indicating that desire,
and let us know if we may be of help to your ecclesia in
any manner.
Your brethren in the Holy service,
Divine Plan Foundation
Semi Annual Financial Statement
-

July 1, 1975 through January 1, 1976
Total Funds on hand July 1, 1975
Income for period:
Donations:
$11,426.25
Interest:
170.03
Total:

$11,596.28

Total Funds available through
January 1, 1976

$27,228.10

Expenses for period:
Postal
$
83.73
Copies
54.25
Foreign Radio
1,224.97
U.S. Radio Support
3,000.00
T.V. Work
3,456.38
Supplies
23.39
Japan Work
8,657.84
Lost to Canadian donation
exchange rate
10.92
Total:
Total Funds available on January

$15,631.82

$16,511.48

1, 1975 $10,716.62

CONVENTIONS

"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together . .
but exhorting, and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching." Heb. 10:25
March 7 Covina, Calif. Covina Woman's Club, 128 S.
San Jose Avenue. Secretary: Elaine L. Redeker, 5554
N. Pal Mal Ave., Temple City, Calif. 91780.

Fort Worth, Texas. Ramada Inn Northeast,
Belknap. Phone: (817) 834 6211. At
intersection of Highway 183 and 377 in Haltom City.
The motel name may change by convention time.
Speakers: Brothers L. Cook, R. Gaunt, S. Gorgas, 0.
Kindig, L. Kirkham, E. Lorenz, A. Newell, T. Smith,
G. Tabac. An immersion service and public meeting
are planned. Secretary: Mrs. G. B. Wilmott, 4721
Stanley Keller Road. 76117. Phone: (817) 838 0086.
March 27,28 Beloit, Wis. Pre Memorial. Plantation

March 19 21
-

5645 East

-

-

-

-

Motor Inn, 2956 Milwaukee Road. (1 90 & 15) Phone:
(608) 365 2501. Speakers: Brothers L. Cook, B. Hack,
-

-

G. Jezuit, W. Wojcik. Secretary: Mrs. Joan Williams,
1828 N. Pontiac Dr., Janesville, Wis. 53545. Phone:
(608) 752-7576.

Salem, Oregon. Annual Spring Convention,
Oregon State Fairgrounds, 17th and Silverton Rd.

April 2 4
-
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Speakers: Brothers J. Blackwell, E. Borowiec, D.
Canell, C. Chambers, L. Cook, S. Gorgas, R.
Hugelman, E. Lorenz, J. Marten, L. Millin. Secretary:
Mrs. Leonard L. Moore, 2783 Ridgeway Dr., S.E.,
Turner, Oregon 97392. Phone: (503) 362-5940.
April 3 4 Columbus, Ohio. (Note change of date from
March 27, 28 published in December Newsletter)
Pre-Memorial Convention. Clintonville Women's
Club, 3951 N. High St. Speakers: Brothers David
Doran, Ralph Gaunt, Carl Hagensick. An immersion
service is planned. Secretary: Mrs. William Ewing,
273 S. Algonquin, 43204. Phone: (614) 279-8286. For
accommodations contact Bro. Gary Norris, 81 E.
Selby Blvd., Worthington, Ohio 43085. (614)
-

846-1173.

Albuquerque, N.M. Pre-Memorial. Hotel
Plaza (downtown). Secretary: Mrs. Chauncey Cole,
3524 12th St. N.W. 87107. Phone: (505) 344-0283.
April 10 11 Wilmington, Del. Pre-Memorial. Springer
Junior High School, 2225 Shipley Rd. Speakers:
Brothers E. Burns, L. Kwiat, L. Loomis, P. Mali, A.
Newell, D. Slivinsky, S. Sowers. An immersion
service and public meeting are planned. Secretary:
Mrs. Peter Kolliman, 404 W. 31st., 19802. Phone:

More information, next issue. Secretary: Mrs. D.L.
Keaton, 2108 Glenside Dr. 27405.
August 13 17 Denver, Colorado. Seventh Annual
Colorado Bible Students Convention. Colorado
Women's College. Additional information as
available. Secretary: Mrs. Penny Crosby, 6517 W.
84th Ave., Arvada, Colo. 80003.
-

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

This text of a position paper by the Zionist
Organization of America on the Palestinian claim to an
independent national existence, should be of interest to
Newsletter readers.

April 10 11
-

-

(303) 764-8921

Winnipeg, Manitoba. YWCA, 447 Webb
Place. Information: Brother Frank Boychuk, 263
Moray St., Winnipeg, Man. R3J 3A4 Phone: (204)
888-0784.
April 18 Cleveland, Ohio. Masonic Temple, 3615
Euclid Ave., A public meeting announcing the Lord's
Return is planned. Secretary: Mrs. Irwin J. Doran,
3442 Monticello Blvd., 44121. Phone: (216) 381-4690
April 24 25 Detroit, Mich. Associated Bible Students,
Metropolitan Detroit. Annual Spring Convention.
Fairlane Junior High School, Ann Arbor Trail and
Outer Drive, Dearborn Heights. Speakers: Brothers E.
Jezuit, L. Kirkham, E. Lorenz, J. Marten, W. Roach, G.
Wilmott. Secretary: Walter W. Wojcik, 13983 Salem
St., Redford Twp. Michigan 48239. Phone: (313)
April 17 18
-

-

537-1757.

Hartford, Conn. The Center School, 50 Chapman
St., East Hartford. Secretary: Mrs. John Coccia, 10
Light St., Enfield, Conn. 06082. Phone: (203)

May 2

749-8763.

Steubenville, Ohio Jefferson Technical
Institute, 4000 Sunset Blvd. (Rte 22). Secretary: Mrs.
Pauline Teaff, R.D. 2, Sunny Acres, Steubenville,
Ohio 43952.
May 29 31 Chicago, Ill. Memorial Day Convention.
Place to be announced. Speakers: Brothers F.
Boychuk, L. Davis, S. Gorgas, A. Jarmon, D. Rice, S.
Sowers. Secretary: Arthur Jezuit, 140 Forest Glen
Road, Wood Dale, Ill. 60191 Phone: (312) 766-6877.
May 29 31 East Los Angeles, Calif. The Holiday Inn,
1640 Marengo (at Mission). Speakers (confirmed to
date): Brothers L. Cook, S. Gorgas, R. Hugelman, W.
McNee, R. Seklemian. Secretary: Mrs. Edward
Lorenz, 26314 N. Green Terrace Dr., Newhall, Calif.
91321. Phone: (805) 251-3175.
June 15 19 Richmond, Indiana. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias
Second Regional Convention, Earlham College. See
announcement this issue.
July 31 Aug. 1 Greensboro, N.C. A First Convention.
May 16

-

-

-

-

The Palestinians—An Arab Fantasy
False Claim

The fact that the U.S. vote in the Security Council of
the United Nations on November 30 to debate "The
Question of the Palestinians" . . . has succeeded, is
disturbing to all of Israel's friends and those concerned
about Middle East peace. The State Department and
some members of Congress, are showing increasing
interest in bringing about American recognition of the
PLO with subsequent pressure upon Israel to negotiate
with the terrorist organization headed by Arafat. The
only stipulation they attach is that the PLO should
declare that it "recognizes the existence of Israel."
The Zionist Organization of America (ZOA) totally
rejects the concept that the problem of the Palestinians
is the root of the Middle East conflict, and that the
establishment of a "Palestinian state" will secure peace
in the Middle East. This issue is raised by the Arabs as
a device to gain popular support for a people who have
allegedly been deprived of their rights to nationhood.
The other claim of the Arabs is that Israel's
"occupation" of the territories it gained in the Six Day
War is another reason for the lack of peace in the
Middle East. The fact is, that there never was a demand
by the residents of the West Bank of the Jordan River
and of the Gaza Strip for an independent nation, and
that the Arabs were at war with Israel even before June,
1967, when the West Bank of the Jordan was ruled by
an Arab, King Hussein of Jordan, and the Gaza area was
occupied by Egypt.
A New Demand

The fact is that there never was an authentic Palestinian
entity, a history and a culture which entitled it to
nationhood. The area called Palestine, east and west of
the Jordan, was never considered by the Arabs or
anyone else, as a distinct ethnic, cultural, or historical
entity entitled to nationhood as a separate state. The
territory was ruled under the Ottoman Empire until
1918 from Damascus as part of the province of Syria.
After World War I, the territory known as Palestine was
recognized by international decision and international
law as rightly belonging to the Jewish people. The
mandate was given to Great Britain for the purpose of
fostering and establishing a Jewish national home,
where the Arab residents were to enjoy civil rights as
citizens of the sovereign Jewish homeland.

Page 13

Great Britain, against the wishes of the international
authority of the League of Nations, truncated the
territory into two parts. She established a separate
administration on the East side of the Jordan river
where the provisions for a Jewish homeland were
suspended and Jews were not permitted to settle there.
In 1948, the Arab states rejected a decision by the
U.N. to establish an Arab state on the West Bank of the
Jordan, including the Gaza Strip, and embarked on a
war against the Jewish state which continues to date.
The King of Jordan occupied part of the West Bank
territory and annexed it to Jordan. Egypt occupied the
Gaza Strip. The demand for a separate Arab state on the
West Bank of the Jordan and the Gaza Strip was
advanced by the Arabs only after the Six Day War in
June 1967, when Israel regained the territory. The Arab
claim that they cannot make peace with Israel because
of the occupied territory and because of the lack of
fulfillment of "the legitimate rights of the Palestinians"
is simply not true.
The Reasons for the War
The Arabs are at war with Israel because of the
aspirations of Pan-Arabism to restore Arab power
which ruled the continents of Africa and Asia. The
Arabs have shown that they cannot tolerate any
non-Arab or non-Muslim element in their midst except
by complete subjugation, and in many instances by
elimination. It makes little difference whether the
minorities in their midst are Coptic Christians,
Maronite Catholics, Kurds, or Jews.
The Arabs have also found that the war with Israel is
cementing their internal and external relationships
because it distracts the attention of the restless
populations demanding reforms. The poorer states,
Egypt, Syria, and Jordan, also need the war in order to
receive financial grants from the richer Arab states.
The Role of Big Powers
Another reason for the lack of peace in the Middle
East is the rivalry of the big powers in this vital
strategic area. Peace would have been established long
ago between Israel and the Arabs, if not for Great
Britain, before its power was diminished in the area,
and finally removed. Britain kept a protective umbrella
over Jordan and Egypt, encouraging them to refuse
peace with Israel when it could have been easily
achieved.
Starting with 1955, the Soviet Union entered the area
as the protector of Egypt, Syria and Iraq, and lately also
of Lybia. Soviet aspirations to dominate the entire area,
where it already established military bases in the Arab
states, requires a weakening of Israel to the point of
military and political insignificance. These
circumstances make peace in the Middle East an almost
impossible quest.
No Basis for a Palestinian State
The establishment of an Arab state on the West Bank
of the Jordan is unrealistic, for such a state cannot have
economic, political or social viability, and can exist
only as a satellite, dependent on outside protection, aid
and maintenance. It is also an illusion to expect this
projected state to solve the problem of Arab refugees,

for there is simply no room to absorb the influx of the
refugee population. The only economic stability that
this territory gained, and the progress it made
economically in the last eight years, was due solely to
its ties with Israel, which gave it an uplift
economically, socially and culturally.
The establishment of a Palestinian state on the West
Bank of the Jordan and the Gaza Strip would constitute
a violation of international law by robbing the Jewish
people of their national patrimony, for this land
belongs to the Jewish people, not only by historical and
Biblical reasons, but also by the sanction of
international covenants.
A Fragile Future
It should be also recognized that the establishment
of a Palestinian state on the West Bank of Jordan,
instead of bringing peace, would bring more war to the
area. Israel can never agree to have this area controlled
by Arabs, especially by the PLO, for it would constitue
a dagger in the heart of the Jewish nation. The return of
this territory to Arab rule would leave Israel
strategically vulnerable, for the width of this territory in
many places would be so narrow as to make the
landing of a plane in Israel very precarious, and in case
of war it would be easy for the enemy to divide the
country and eliminate it piece by piece. Up to 1967, the
territory which was under the rule of Jordan and Egypt,
served as a base for daily incursions and attacks on
Israel's civilian population. This danger would increase
should the PLO have a secure base there.
The PLO is not only supported by the Soviet Union
with arms, training and political protection, but it is
now serving as an instrument of Soviet policies in the
Arab world. There can be no doubt that a Palestinian
state, ruled by Arafat, would become a base for
Communist propaganda and Soviet military
adventures, not only against Israel, but also against the
Arab states, especially Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, and the sheikdoms on the Persian Gulf.
MISCELLANEOUS

Postal Errors

From time to time the Fort Worth Bible Students' mail
is delayed or fails to reach them. Recently a letter
properly addressed to the Wilmott home address was
returned to the sender, who then sent it to the P.O. Box
4085. Should anyone have reason to believe that his
mail to the Fort Worth Bible Students has gone astray,
please call them at (817) 838-0086.
COMING WITH
THE JUNE ISSUE

A Literature Supplement listing tracts,
booklets and other publications available,
by title, price and source.
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To Us the Scriptures Clearly Teach ...
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God"
—peculiary"hsworkmanship";taiscontruionhasben
in progress throughout the Gospel Age — ever since Christ
became the world's Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone
of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's blessing
shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —
1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing
of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the last of these "living stones" "elect
and precious," shall have been made ready, the Great Master
Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection;
and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout the Millennium.
— Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world
lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted
death for every man," "a ransom for all," and will be "the

true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her
Lord, "see him as he is," be "partaker of the Divine Nature,"
and share his glory as his jo'nt-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24;
Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting
of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in
herself every grace; to be God's witness to the world; and
to prepare to be kings and priests in the next Age. — Eph.
4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World Lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the restitution of all that was lost in Adam,
to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer
and his glorified Church — when all the willfully wicked will
be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35.

